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Preface 


The Tasmanian Year Book has been produced since 1967, annually until 1986, later 
becoming biennial. This is the twenty-sixth edition. Since its inception the Year Book has 
been an invaluable source of reference information about the State of Tasmania, providing a 
permanent record of the economic and social developments of the time. Subjects covered 
by che chapters of the Tasmanian Year Book include Tasmania's physical environment, its 
history and structure of government and details of the wide range of economic and social 
Statistics collected by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 


ABS) publications draw extensively on information provided freely by individuals, 
businesses, governments and other organisations. Vheir continued cooperation is greatly 
appreciated. Particular thanks and appreciation are extended to those who have kindly 
supplied material for inclusion in this 1998 edition of the Tasmanian Year Book. I am also 
indebted to all those members of the ABS office in Tasmania who have contributed their 
skills and energy to making this publication possible. 


The Tasmanian Year Book is designed to be readily understood by all who wish to acquire a 
broad knowledge of the State as well as those who have a practical use for the statistics. In 
order to assist this understanding, tables and text have been chosen to best illuminate the 
various topics covered. As far as possible, the latest available statistics and significant 
developments which occurred over the years 1996 and 1997 have been included in each 
chapter. More detailed, and in many cases more up-to-date, statistics of the various topics 
covered by this book may be obtained by reference to the related ABS publications listed at 
the end of each chapter. Copies of these publications are available for sale from the ABS 
office in Tasmania, which is located at 200 Collins St, Hobart, or may be obtained by writing 
to the Regional Director, GPO Box 66A, Hobart 7001. 


Denis W. Rogers 

Regional Director, Tasmania 
Australian Bureau of Statistics 
December 1997 
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General information 


SYMBOLS 
The following symbols, where used, mean: 
n.d, nor available 
1.€.€. not elsewhere classified 
1.€.i, not elsewhere included 
1.€.5. not elsewhere specified 
np. not available for separate publication but included in totals where applicable 
ny. not yet available 
P preliminary—tigure or series subject to revision 
r figure or series revised since previous issue 


not applicable 


_ nil or rounded ta zero 


Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the component items 
and totals. 


Where reference is made to Acts of the Commonwealth or State Parliaments, the year quoted refers 
to the year in which the principal Act was passed; all subsequent amendments are inferred. 


LOCAL NAMES OF CERTAIN REGIONS 


Tasmanians describe certain regions in a manner confusing to visitors; nevertheless this book 
employs local usage in most contexts. The chief peculiarities are: 


The vorth coast [rom approximately Port Sorell, west to Cape Grim is called the North-West Coast. 
The north coast from approximately Low Head, east to Cape Portland is called the North-Fast Coast. 
The West Coast may refer to areas inland. 


‘The Midlands refers to the rural area east of the Central Plateau, along the Midland Highway. 


Pligia: The Faaminer 


Aboriginal people have been in Australia for at 
least 50,000 years. They probably came from Java 
and perhaps China, crossing the sca to the 
Australian continent on some kind of watercraft. 


The precise date of the first human occupation 
of Tasmania is not known but Aboriginal people 
arrived more than 35,900 years ago. By 12,000 
years ago, they had become isolated from the 
rest of Australia by the rising sea flooding the 
Rass Plain. The creation of Bass Strait brought 
about the cultural and physical isolation of the 
Tasmanian Aborigines. Vhe size of the 
population when Europeans arrivecl in Tasmania 
is thought to have been bernveen $,000 and 
10,000. 


First references to Australia came from the 
Greeks, the Arabs, the Chinese, the Malays and 
Indians but are thought to have been largely a 
product of imagination. [t was the Dutch, with 
their trading posts in Java, who were the first 


CHAPTER 1 


History 


Flinclers Island 
Aborigines watch a 
film called Black 
Men's Houses inthe _. 
Wrbalenna Chapel 
during the national 
Stolen Children 
Inquiry. 


Europeans to explore the coasts of both 
Australia ancl Tasmania in the early seventeenth 
century. 


{606 — Duteh Captain William Jansz crossed 
Torres Strait unawares while exploring 

the islancls of New Guinea in the DuyfRen, and 

coasted along the west of Cape York Peninsula. 


i626 Dirk Hartog journeyed alang the west 

coast of Australia after sailing tou far 
east on the route from the Cape of Good Hope 
to Javea. 


1642 — Abel Janszoon Tasman, commaneling 
Heemskirek and Zeeban, sightcd the 
west COust Of Tasmania which he named Van 
Diemen’s Land after the Governor of Batavia, 
who had funded the expedition. Landings were 
made on the Foresticr Peninsula andl near 


Blackman Bay on the ast Coast. 
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i772 The landing of a party from the 
expecition of Marion du Fresne at 
Marion Bay resulted in an affray with Aborigines. 


i773 = = Tobias Furneaux, in the Adventure, 

became separated from James Cook in 
the Resolution and landed a party at Adventure 
Bay, Bruny Island. 


#777 James Cook anchored the Resolution 
in Adventure Bay on his third southern 
expedition. 


#788 9 The settlemenc at Port Jackson in New 

South Wales put Tasmania on a major 
sailing route, with the first fleet passing south of 
the island on its way. In the same year, William 
Bligh put into Adventure Bay with the Bozezty on 
the way to Tahiti. 


£789 John Henry Cox, on a sealing 
expedition from England, sailed the 
Mercury from Cox Bight to Maria Island. 


£792 ‘The next visitor was Admiral Bruny 

d’Entrecasteaux, commanding 
Recherche and Esperance and searching for La 
Perouse. He discovercd the channel separating 
Bruny Island from the Tasmanian mainland, anc 
was the first to sail up che Derwent River. 
William Bligh, on a second voyage to the Pacific 
to secure breadfruit, chartcd the south-east 
coast. 


£793 = IY Entrecasteaux returned for water to 

Adventure Bay. John Hayes, 
commanding the Duke of Clarence expedition, 
explored the Derwent River. 


i798 Matthew Flinders and George Bass 

circumnavigated Tasmania. Now it was 
established that Tasmania was an islancl, 
authorities in London and Sydney felt that steps 
should be taken to block the French fram 
making any Claims to possession, 


1802 — Nicholas Baudin, commanding the 

Geographe and Naturatiste, explored 
the south-east. coast. The expedition’s navigator, 
Freycinet, charted Tasman and Forestier 
peninsulas. 


2803 > — Lieutenant John Bowen selected 
Risclon Cove as Tasmania’s first 
settlement. 


4804 — Lieutenant-Governor Collins, unhappy 

with the Risdon site, moved the 
setdement to Sullivans Cove. Lieutenant-Colonel 
William Paterson’s settlement party landed at 
Port Dalrymple (Tamar Estuary). 


1806 ~~ Tamar settlement was moved from 
York Town to the Launceston area. 


1807 = Thomas Laycock’s party crossed the 

island overland from Port Dalrymple to 
Hobart. The first Norfolk Island settlers were 
shipped te Hobart in the Lady Nelson. 


i8i0} Issue of the newspaper Denwent Star. 


4872 Lieutenant-Governor Thomas Davey 
arrived. The northern settlements at 
Port Dalrymple were made subordinate to 
Hobart. The éndefatigable brought the first 
shipload of convicts direct from England. 


£875 Hobart and Port Dalrymple were 

declared free ports for the importing of 
goods. Davey proclaimed martial law against 
bushrangers. 


1816 Hobart Town Gazette was first issued. 


Sf? William Sorell assumed office as 
Lieutenant-Govemor. 


£820 John Thomas Bigge conducted an 
inquiry into colonial administration. 


#822 A penal settlernent was established at 
Macquarie Harbour. 


£823 ~~ A British Act for the better 
administration of justice in NSW and 
Yan Diemen’s Land was passed. 


1824 = ‘The Supreme Court was inaugurated. 
Lieutenant-Governer George Arthur 
arrived, 


1825 ‘he first Launceston newspaper, the 

Tasmania and Port Dairymple 
Advertiser, was published. Tasmania was 
constituted a colony independent of NSW’. With 
the island a separate colony, a 
Lieutenant-Governor, whe was responsible to 
the Colenial Office in London, was appointed. 
Appointed Executive and Legislative councils 
were established. 


2828 = Martial law was proclaimed against 
Aborigines. 


7829 = A settlement was established at Emu 
Bay (Burnie). 


7830 Beginning of the ‘Black Line’, the 

: military campaign to round up 
Aborigines. George Augustus Robinson began 
his mission to conciliate the Aborigines. Juries 
were used for the first time in civil cases. 
Publication of Quintus Servinion , the first novel 
to be published in Australia. Port Arthur was 
established as a penal setilement. 


£83i The British Government's new lanel 
regulations, discontinuing free grants 
of land and replacing them with land sales. 


£832 — The first shipment of Aborigines to 

Flinders Island occurred. A Caveat. 
Board was established to settle land disputes 
and to confirm titles. Maria Island was closed as 
a penal settlement. 


2833 Macquarie Harbour penal settlement 

was closed due to its inaccessibility and 
harsh natural environment. Convicts were 
transferred to Port Arthur. 


1834 = The Henry brothers from Launceston 
occupied land in the Portland Bay area, 
becoming the first Victorian white settlers. 


i835 = fohn Batman sailed from Launceston to 

Port Phillip as agent for the Port Phillip 
Association. Tasmania was divided into counties 
and parishes. Tasmania’s population was 
estimated to be 40,283. 


7837 = Sir John Franklin assumed office as 
Lieutenant-Governor. 


f8358 — Sessions of the Legislative Council 
were opened to the public. 


1840 Convict transportation to NSW ceased; 

the numbers transported to Tasmania 
consequently increased. The papulation was 
estimated to be 45,999. 


784i — A Probation System of convict 

discipline replaced the Assignment 
System. The Rossbank Observatory for magnetic 
and meteorological observations was established 
in Hobart. 


Chapter 1— History 3 


1842 Tasmania was created a separate 
Anglican diocese. Hobart was made a 
citv. Peak year for convict arrivals (5,329). 


1843) =) Governor Sir John Franklin was 
recalled. He was succeeded by Sir Jahn 
Eardlev-Wilmot., 


1844 — Norfolk Island penal settlement was 
transferred fram NSW to Tasmanian 
contrel. 


1845 Six members of the Legislative Council 

(the ‘Patriotic Six’) resigned when the 
Governor used what they considered 
unconstitutional means co impose increased 
duties on various goods. 


1846 Eardley-Wilmat was recalled. 
Launcestan Church Grammar and 
Hutchins schoals were foundeci. 


i847 = Sir William Denison, the new 
Licutenant-Governor, re-appointed the 
“Patriotic Six’. 


1848 Tasmania became the only place of 
transportation in the British Empire. — 


#850 9 The Anti-Transportation League was 
established. Population, 68,870. 


i852 The passage of che Australian 
Constitution Act 1850 by the Gritish 
ParHament was followed in 1851 by the 
establishment of a new Legislative Council in 
which 16 members were elected and 8 were 
norminatec by the Lieutenamt-Governor thus 
establishing limited representative government. 


4852 = Payable gold was first found near 
Fingal. Elections were held for the first 
municipal councils in Hobart and Launceston. 


£853 = The last convicts to be transported 
arrived. Van Diemen's Lands first 
postage stamp (Penny Blue) was issued and 
used until replaced by an Australian 
Cormmonwealth design in 1913. 


4854 — Bad floods disrupted the Colony. By 

the Comsiitution Act 1854, two Houses 
of Parliament (the House of Assembly and the 
Legislative Council} were established. Both 
liouses were to be elected. 
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E855 Sir Henry Fox Young succeeded 
Denison and was accorded the title of 

Governor. The Constitution Act, enabling 

responsible government, was passed. 


£8356 Van Diemen’s Land was renamed 

Tasmania. The advent of responsible 
sel- government was followed by the opening of 
a new bi-cameral Parliament with the first 
government in the Housc of Assembly led by 
W.TLN, Champ. The representative of the Crown 
now carried the tide of Governor. 


#838 A Council of Education was set up and 
the Rural Municipalities Act passed. 


$859 Charles Gould was appointed to 

undertake a geological survey of 
western Tasmania, A telegraph link was 
established with Victoria. 


1860 Population, 89,821. 


L864 Colonel Thomas Gore Browne was 
appointed Governor. 


4862 Ascheme for a railway between 
Launceston and Deloraine was 
promoted. 


1864 — The first successfully transported 
salmon ancl trout ova were hatched. 


I868 — Primary education was made 
compulsory. 


F869 — Sir Richard Dry, the first 
Tasmanian-born Premier (1865-69), 
died. A new telegraph cable was laid to Victoria. 


4870 The remaining Imperial troops were 
withdrawn. Population was 99,328. 


287? Tin was discovered at Mt Bischoff. The 
Launceston-Deloraine railway opened. 


#872  Acontract was let for building the 
Tasmanian Main Line Railway. 


#873 = ‘he Tasmanian Main Line Railway Co. 
commenced construction, marking the 
start of an ecanomic recovery. 


1874 = There were riots in Launceston in 
protest at rates levicd for the 
Launceston-Deloraine railway. 


i876 Race meetings commenced at Elwick. 
Truganini died. The Main Line Railway 
opened for traffic. 


2877 — Port Arthur was closed as a penal 
settlement. 


1878 — Mineral exploration of the West Coast 
was increased. 


i879 — Arich lode of tin was discovered at 
Mt Heemskirk. 


1880 The first telephone was installed in 
‘Tasmania with a line from Hobart to 
the Mount Nelson Signal Station. 


IS8i — Population, 115,705. 


1883 = The ‘Tron Blow’ ar Mt Lyell was 
discovered 


1885 A Russian war scare was followed by 
activity in improvement of defences. 
The Mt Lyell Prospecting Association was formed. 


1890 ‘he Universicy of Tasmania was 
established. = 


189i The Van Diemen’s Land Bank 
collapsed: a deep depression ensued. 


1892 ‘The Mc Lycll Mining Co. was 
established. 


1896 Tattersalls Lottery was established by 
George Adams. 


7897 ~~ Bushfires ravaged Tasmania, killing 6 
people and hundreds of animals, and 
destroying an unrecorded number of houses. 


2898 — Tasmanians voted four to one in favour 
of Federation at a poll. 


1899 The Southern Cross (Borchgrevinck) 
expedition departed Hobart for the 
Antarctic. 


1900 The Tasmanian contingent to fight in 
the Boer War departed. 


L907 | The Commonwealth was proclaimed; 
polling was held for the first elections 

to the Federal Senate and House of 

Representatives. Population 172,475 (Census). 
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Census history in Tasmania 


1804 to 1843 1842 to 1889 

The eartiest statistics of Van Diemen's Land The first census of population in Tasmania 

were Compiled in response to the immediate was taken on | January 1842. The results, 

domestic concerns of the colony, such as the including a total population of $7,420, 

amount of food and the number of people to be were published in a Hobart Town Gazetie 

fed. This information had to be kept under issued on 11 Apri! 1843, This census was 

careful and continuous review. taken under the provision of an Act, (5 
Vict. No. 73, which directed that an 

In the early days of the colony (1804 until 1841), account of the population should be 

the information was obtained fram musters. taken annually on 1 January. 


There were two types of musters, both Further censuses were held on 1 January 


compulsory: 1843, 1 January 1848, 1 March 1851 and 31 
March 1857. Several problems associatect 
with these censuses were identified, 
including: 


« Convict musters, which were held frequently, 
usually after Divine Service on Sunday, 
allowed for checking convicts’ names off 
against a list, issuing provisions and making 


« limitation of information imposed by 
health checks. 


the design of the census form, 
» General muscers, which were held less 


: « omission of some households; 
frequently, allowed for counts of the total 


population (convicts and free settlers), as well e high degree of illiteracy of the 
as recording information relating to population; 
agricultural activities, The musters were the + lack of suitable staff to act as collectors; 
forerunners of the current population census, and 
which collects characteristics of population. 
Civil condition (convict or free settler) and scx i oa 
were generally the only characteristics of By the 1861 census the forms had been 
population with which the musters were redesigned and expanded and 
concerned, whereas the census inchicded narne, householders themselves were required 
age, sex, occupation, birth place, religion, to complete the forms delivered by the 
conjugal condition and level of education. census collectors. The census day, & April, 
Dwelling information was also collected. coincided with the taking of censuses in 
; the United Kingdom and all ather 
1 all persons were legally required to attend Australasian colonies. A census of schools 
musters, whereas for population censuses was taken in conjunction with the 
appointed collectors visited each dwelling. population census of 1870. 


The census of 1881 again coincided with 


: the taking of censuses in the United 
- POPUSSTION OF VEN DIEMEN = ee) Kingdom and alt ollier Ausuralasian 


; 1824 __1835 ane 
“Free population 6029. 21 OSL colonies. This census marked a number of 
Convict population 5938 16 968 significant advances, such as: 
Total 11 967 38 959 ; 
(a) There is some doubt about the accuracy of these early e publication of census notices in 
statistics, but, nevertheless they are immersely valuable as Mewspape4rs; 
statistical records of the carly days of Van Diemen’s Land. ; ; : 
Source: The Develoament of Official Statistics in Tasmania ¢ inclusion of details of land occupation, 


e provision of maps to collectors, and 
« more comprehensive analysis of results. 


continued on next page 
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1890 to 1996 


Following a Conference of Statisticians held 
in Hobart in 1890, the census of 1891 
throughout the Australasian colonies used a 
schedule of core topics and applied a 
standard method of classification and 
tabulation of results. 


The method of tabulation allowed 
preliminary results to be published within 3 
weeks of census day. 


Following another Conference of 
Australasian Statisticians, held in Syclney in 
early 1900, uniform principles for the 
collection and compilation of census clata 
were applied for the 1901 census, which was 
taken simultaneously with the other 
Australian colonies. 


2905 Suffrage (voting: rights) was extencled 
to women. 


1905 — Experiments in wireless telegraphy 
between ‘Tasmania and the rnainland 
were undertaken. 


907 — Anew Public Library, which was built 
with a gift from Andrew Carnegie, 
apened in Hobart. 


£909 — trish blight wiped out the State’s 
potato crap. The State's first Labor 
Government, under John Earle, was electect. 


i972 ~~ A fire at the North Lyell Mine, 
Queenstown, trapped miners 
underground, and 42 died. 


19124 — The first acroplane flight in Tasmania 

occurred. Tasmania's first contingent 
to fight in the Great War departed. ‘The 
Hydro-Eleetric Department was formed; the 
Government purchased a private hydro-electric 
power scheme and commenced a policy of 
encouraging high-energy-using COMPpAnics [O set 
up in Tasmania. 


2975 Serious bushfires occurred. 


1997 — The electrolytic zinc works at Risdon 
and the Snug carbide works were 
established, 


298 ‘The Great War ended. 


After Federation, there was now a greater 
need for statistical uniformity to allow 
realistic comparisons between States and 
meaningful aggregates for Australia as a 
whole. 


The Commonwealth Constitution provides 
for the Commonwealth to make laws with 
respect to census and statistics; accordingly 
the new Federal Parliament passed the 
Census and Statistics Actin 1905, 


The first census uncer this Act was taken in 
191] and was followed by censuses in 1921, 
1943, 1947, 1954 and 1961 and at 5-yearly 
intervals thereafter. 


2919 — Frozen meat was first exported. 


£920 9 Edward, Prince of Wales, visited. 
Cadbury's purchased a site at 
Claremont for a chocolate factory. 


1927 — Population 213,780 (Census). 


1922  Yhe Waddamana power station was 
completed, Women became eligible for 
election lo Parliament on the same terms as men. 


1924 — Superphosphate was first 
manufactured in Tasmania by the 
Electrolytic Zing Co. at Risdon. 


7925 = Osmiriclium fields were discovered at 
Adamsfield. 


i927 — An inquiry was held into a proposed 
bridge over the Derwent at Hobart. 


£929 Automatic telephone facilities were 
introduced ta Hobart. There were 
serious floods and economic depression. 


1930 iixport prices fell to half the 1928 
levels. The Australian pound was 
devalued so that &1 sterling equalled £1/5s. 


193% 9 The Depression continued—the 

federal basic wage was cut by 10%. An 
austere Premier's Plan included a conversion 
loan to reduce the rate of interest on internal 
federal debt by 22.5%. Senior Ministers, 
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including J..A. Lyons from Tasmania, resigned 
fram the Scullin Government. Following the 
carrying of a vote of no-confidence in the 
Government, elections were held at which the 
Scullin Labor Government was swept from 
office. Lyons led the opposition United Australia 
Party to victary. 


2932 Joseph Lyons was sworn in as Prime 
Minister, 


1933) = =ACommonwealth Grants Commission 
was appointed to inquire into the 
affairs of claimant States. 


1934 = Thirty-five ycars of continuous Labor 
Government in Tasmania began with 
the election of the A. G. Ogilvie Ministry. The 
second phase of hydro-electric development 
commenced at Tarraleah and Butlers Gorge. 


1936 = Tasmania was linked with Victoria by 4 
new sub-marine telephone cable. 


1937 A poliomyelitis epidemic occurred. 

Economic recovery resulted in five 
shillings ‘prosperity loading’ being added to the 
federal basic wage. 


1938 = Apaper mill using native hardwoods 

was established at Burnie. The first 
turbines began operating at the Tarraleah power 
station. 


1939 World War Il began. Prime Minister 
Lyons died in office. 


1940 Tasmanians sailed for the Middle East 
with the Australian 6th, 7th, and 9th 
Divisions. 


1947) Newsprint production began at Boyer 
on the Derwent. Tasmanians sailed for 
Malaya with the Australian 8th Division. 


1942 — Uniform federal income tax 
commenced, 


1943 The floating-arch Hobart Bridge 
opened for traffic. 


1944 — Pay-as-you-earn (PAYE) income 
taxation was introduced from 1 July. 


1945 World War IT ended. 


1946 The Legislative Council rejected a bill 


to grant Fecleral Government price control 
powers for three years. Crash of DC3 airliner at 
Seven Mile Beach with 23 deaths. 


1947 ‘Displaced persons’ began arriving 
from Furope. Population 257,078. 


1948 — A torty-hour week was awarded to 

most workers from 1 January. The High 
Court rejected as unconstitutional the 
Commonwealth Bark Nationalisation Act 1947. 
Tasmanians voted 'No’ almost two to one in a 
referendum denving Fecleral Government power 
over prices and rents, The Legislative Council's 
denial of Supply forced the dissolution of the 
House of Assembly, the Cosgrove Ministry was 
returned to power. 


1949 = Compulsory chest x-rays were 
introduced in the fight against 
tuberculosis. 


1950 — Federal petrol rationing ended. 

Dissolution of the House of Assembly 
was granted by the Governor and the Cosgrove 
Ministry was returned to power. 


795i Inareferencum to give Federal = 
Government powers in regard to 

communism, the ‘No’ vote prevailed, although 

Tasmanians expressed a slight ‘Yes’ preference. 


1952 Asingle licensing authority was 

established for hotels, clubs etc. The 
State's free hospical scheme ceased on 
acceptance of a Commonwealth insurance 
scheme, 


1953 — The Arbitration Court abandoned the 
system of quarterly adjustment of the 

federal basic wage. State wages boarcs 

suspended quarterly basic wage adjustments. 


1954  Abill was passed to resolve deadlocks 
in the House of Assembly. The 
Metropolitan Transport Trust was formed. 


1953 — The Bell Bay aluminium plant and the 
Trevallyn and Tungatinah power 
schemes were opened, 


1956 The Statc Wages Board restored the 

‘cos-ofliving’ adjustments effective 
from 1 February but later suspended them. The 
EZ Company's sulphate of ammonia plant was 
opened, 
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i957 The Legislative Council rejected a bill 
giving aid to private schools, 


i958 = The Rivers and Water Supply 

Commission was established], and the 
Public Service Tribunal was established as an 
industrial authority. The army food science 
establishment commenced operations at 
Scottsdale, 


1959 = The first election to fill 35 seats in the 

enlarged House of Assembly resulted 
in Labor heing re-elected. The Prirecess of 
fasmania commenced a roll-on roll-off ferry 
service from Melbourne to Devonport. 


7960 — Liapootah power station was 
commissioned. The Zeehan—Strahan 

raikway closecl. The Inland Fisheries Conimissian 

was created. ‘The first Tasmanian telecasts began, 


1967) = ‘The Wilken Holyman,a cargo 

container vessel, entered Bass Strait 
trade. The Legislative Council rejected equal pay 
legislation. 


1962 ‘The Catagunya power scheme turbines 

began producing electricity. State 
Wages Boards granted three-weeks annual leave. 
State subsidies were announced for municipal 
fluoridation schemes. 


1963 = The federal Court increased margins by 

10% and granted three-weeks annual 
leave. The Lniversities Commission 
recommended a medical schoo] for the 
Tasmanian Lniversity, 


1964 The Tasman Bridge opened for traffic. 
Hobart’s water supply was fluoridated. 
Glenorchy was raised to city status. 


1965 Provisional driving licences were 
introduced. A clental nurse scheme for 
schools was implemented. 


1966 = Decimal currency was introduced on 
14 February. The Burnie-Launceston 
coaxial cable was completed. 


Equal pay for certain State Public Service females 
was granted. Breathalyser tcsts were approved 
for use by police. Subscriber-trunk-dialling 
(STD) was introduced. The Commonwealth 
Public Service removed marriage bar to female 
employment. 


1967 ~The bushfire disaster of 7 February 
resulted in 62 deaths and over 1,000 
houses were destroyed. ‘The federal Arbitration 
Commission abolished the basic wage and 
substituted a total wage concept but the basic 
wage was retainect in State awards. The 
Mt Cleveland tin mining town of Luina was 
completed. Daylight saving was introduced to 
conserve power. 


1968 = The Batman Bridge across the lower 

Tamar was opened. The Federal 
Government granted a subsidy for apples and 
pears exported Lo the UK and other countries. 
Full adult suffrage for Legislative Council 
elections from 1 July 1969 was introduced, 
Capital punishment was abolished, Savage River 
iron ore project was officially opened. 


7969 A State election resulted in the election 
of 17 ALP, 1? Liberals and one Centre 
Party member (Mr Kevin Lyons}. Mr Lyons 
combined with the Liberals to form a coalition 
government, ending a 35-year Labor mule in 
Tasmania. lhe Full Bench of the Federal 
Arbitration Commussion granted equal pay to 
females performing equal work. The copper 
smelter at Mt Lyell was closed; concentrate was 
sent to Japan and Port Pirie (SA) for treatment. 


1970 The first shipment of pyrites from 
Rosebery was railed to the Burnie 
sulphuric acid plant. The EZ Co. commenced a 
$6.3 million residuc treatment plant. Parliament 
introduced permanent daylight saving. 


i972  APPM Lta’'s Wesley Vale paper plant 
was Opened. Population 390,413. 


i972. Kevin Lyons resigned his cabinct 

portfolios and ended the 
Liberal-Centre Party Coalition. The ANL vessel 
Princess of Tasmania made her final trip to 
Tasmania. APPM Long Reach woodchip plant 
commenced production. 


1975 The Bell Bay rail link; the first legal 
casino in Australia, Wrest Point; and the 
$121 million Mersey—Forth IIEC scheme were 
officially opened. Storeys Creek tin minc closed 
down. The Sivthe Star was lost at sea, Tasmania 
voted in line with other Australian States on 
prices and incomes referenda: ‘No to both. 


i974 Workers under State Wages Boards’ 
awards were granted 4 weeks annual 
leave; women under State Wages Boards’ 
determinations were awarded equal pay. The 
Gordon Dam was completed. A no-fault third 
party insurance scheme was implemented. 


1975 The bulk ore carrier Lake Mlawarra 

rammed the Tasman Bridge resulting 
ina 128-metre gap and 12 deaths. Tasmanian 
suburban rail services ceased. The TAB began 
operating. Transmission of colour television 
programs commenced in Tasmania. Hotels were 
allowed to open for Sunday trading. 


1976 —Seacargo to and from Tasmania was 
subsidised by a freight-equalisation 
scheme. 


1977 ~The Federal Government confirmed 

Kingston as the site for Australia’s new 
Antarctic Division Headquarters. The ‘lasman 
Bridge was re-opened. 


1978 = The Tasmanian railways came under 

full contral of the Australian National 
Railways Commission. All regular passenger train 
services in Tasmania ceased. 


i979 = The State Government expanded the 

South-West Conservation area to more 
than 20% of the State's total area. The State’s 
first Ombudsman was appointed. Tasmania’s 
Parliamentary Hansard was introduced. A claim 
that a new Labor MHA in Franklin, Michael Aird, 
had breached the Electoral Act by spending 
more than the statutory limit of $1,500 on his 
election expenses began the so-called ‘Electoral’ 
or ‘Constitutional Crisis’. The HEC released a 
report which recommended a $1.36 billion 
power clevelopment scheme involving the Lower 
Gordon, Franklin anel King rivers. 


1980 The Australian Heritage Commission 

included Tasmania on the Register of 
the National Estate setting strict guidelines for 
future development including the highly 
controversial Franklin and Lower Gordon rivers. 
Public pressure resulted in the State 
Government deciding to save the Franklin River. 
The Upper House Select Committee 
recommended the HEC’s propased 
Gordon-beiow-Franklin scheme and rejected the 
Government proposed Gordon-above-Olga 
scheme legislation. 
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‘The Australian Maritime College at Beauty Point 
was opened, Hobart was selected as the site for 
the permanent headquarters of the Commission 
for the Conservation of Antaretic Marine Living 
Resources. 


1987? — Bushfires at Zechan clestroyed 40 

homes. The State Government placed a 
State-wide ban on Saturday afternoon trading by 
compares employing more than 100 people. A 
referendum concerning the State's next power 
development resulted in a large informal vote 
but most supported the Gordon-below-Franklin 
Option. 


7982 = The Southwest National Park, the 
Franklin-Lower Gordon Wild Rivers 
National Park and the Cradle: Mt-Lake St Clair 
National Park were nominatecl by the Federal 
Government for the World Heritage List; both 
proposed dam sites lay within che nominated 
area. The World Heritage Commission placed 
the areas on irs list despite the opposition of the 
State Gavernment. The Liberal Party formed a 
Government in its own right for the first time in 
Tasmania’s history. Legislation for the 
$453 million Gordon-below-Franklin power _ 
scheme passed through Parliament. ‘The fecteral 
Labor Party announced a no-dams policy fora 
Federal Labor Government. 


L983 — The Labor Party led by Bob Hawke won 

the federal clection, Regulations under 
section 69 of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Act i975, gazetted by the Federal Government, 
made any further work on the 
Gordon-below-Franklin dam illegal. A 
Commonwealth writ, seeking an injunction to 
permanently stop work on the proposed 
Gorcdon-below-Franklin dam, and a ‘Tasmanian 
writ sccking a declaration from the High Court 
that regulations under which the 
Commonwealth was acting were constitutionally 
invalid, were filed in the High Court. The High 
Court ruled that the Gerdon-below-franklin 
dam could not go ahead. 


1984 = The $48.5 million Bowen Bridge, and 
the Wrest Point Convention Centre 
were opened. Fire caused approximately 
$1 million damage to Hobart’s historic Theatre 
Royal. Bob Hawke and Rohin Gray signed an 
agreement for $279 million compensation to 
Tasmania for the loss of the 
Gortlon-below-Franklin power scheme. 
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Anglesea Barracks 


Captain Karen Gower, Anglesea Barracks 


Anglesea Barracks is the longest continuously occupied military barracks in Australia. Originally 
established in 1811 by Colonel Lachlan Macquarie, the Barracks was named for the Master General 
of Ordnance in England, the Marquis of Anglesey. 

With a plentiful fresh water supply provided by a mountain spring, anc a commanding view of the 
Denvent River, the Barracks was a vast improvement on the original wood and mud constructions 


housing the first soldiers garrisoned in the colony. 


The first Barracks buildings were constructed in convict brick, later buildings in local sandstone and 
those built since che turn of the century in other materials. 


In 1870, most of the Barracks passed out of military control except for the Drill Hall, which was 
retained for the Vohinteer Forces, raised in the 1850s. 


The remaining buildings were leased to numerous occupants, including a school, girls’ reformatory 
and aged women’s home. 


In 1901, the Barracks was brought back into full military service, and remains so today. ‘The Barracks 
is now also home to the Royal Australian Air Force and the Navy. 


Cruided tours af the Military Museum and Barracks are provided upon request. 


—~ 


Tasmania. The controversial Hobart Sheraton 
Hotel was officially opened. Tasmania's 
Bicentenary Tall Ship the Lady Nefso was 
launched. The Australian Conservation 
Foundation prepared to take the Federal 
Government's Helsham logging inquiry in 
Tasmania to court to overturn the decision by 
the Helsham Commnission of Inquiry to free 4 
forest areas in the Lemonthyme and Southern 
forests from High Court protection. Australia's 
Antarctic supply ship Nelle an sank off 
Macquaric Island. 


1985 The municipalities of St Leonards and 

Lilydale amalgamated with the City of 
Launceston. The 10% Commonwealth air fare 
subsidy for travel between Tasmania and 
Melbourne was abolished. The Bass Strait ferry 
Empress of Australia was replaced by the Abel 
Tasman. The CSIRO Marine Laboratories 
opened in Hobart. 


1986 Archaeologists discovered Tasmanian 

Aboriginal reck paintings in the 
Southwest, believed to be about 20,000 years 
old. The Liberal Government was re-elected with 
a majority of 3 seats; a record 15 MHAs lost their 1988 
seals. The State Government abandoned its 


The crews of approximately 200 sailing, 
cruise and naval ships from 


controversial fast-track development legislation 
which deprived Tasmanians of the right of 
appeal against major planning projects. The 
municipalities of Gormanston and Queenstown 
amalyamated to create the new municipality of 
Lyell, Population 436,353. 


1987 — A High Court decision banned logging 

in the Lemonthyme and Southern 
forests of Tasmania. Aboriginal hand stencils 
dating back to the last Ice Age were discovered 
in a cave in the Cracroft Valley in souchern 


approximately 20 countries visited Hobart as 
part of the bicentennial celebrations. The State 
Government Jost its High Court challenge to the 
validity of the Federal Government’s legislation 
preventing logging in the Lemonthyme and 
Southern forests. The Tasmanian Sporting Hall 
of Fame was opened. The Helsham Inquiry 
found that 5 areas of the Lemonthyme and 
Southern forests qualified for World Heritage 
listing. Federal Cabinet announced that it would 
not insist on World Heritage listing if Tasmania 
agreed to protece 80% of the Helsham Inquiry 
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area, the Lemonthyme and Southern forests. A 
compensation payment of $40 million was 
offered and the ‘Tasmanian Government 
accepted the decision. 


2989 — An outbreak of legionnaire’s disease in 

Burnie resulted in 3 deaths and 26 
confirmed cases of the disease. A State clection 
was held: the Liberal Party won 17 seats, Labor 
13 and the Independents 5. After negotiations 
with the 2 major parties the Independents 
signed an accord with the Labor members to 
form government. Robin Gray formed a Liberal 
minority government. 


A Melbourne man was charged with offering a 
$110,000 bribe to newly elected Bass Labor MHA 
Mr Jim Cox to vote in support of the Gray 
Government when Parliament resumed on 

28 June. Launceston businessman, Edmund 
Rouse, was also arrested. The Gray Liberal 
Government faced a vote of no-confidence by 
the Independent and Labor MHAs in Parliament. 
Dehate on the mation resulted in Gray's 
government being defeated. Michact Ficld was 
sworn in as Tasmania’s Premier after the 
resignation of Gray. Government House was 
opened to the public for the first time. 


£990 Petrol station rostering ceased. 
Launceston businessman Edmund 
Rouse pleaded guilty to attempting to bribe 
Tasmanian Labor MHA Jim Cox and Anthony Aloj 
pleaded guilty to helping Fdmund Rouse in the 
attempt. The Lahor—Green Accord cnded when 
the Government announced the adoption of the 
Forests and Forest Industry Strategy. The World 
Rowing Championships were held at Lake 
Barrington. Airline deregulation began. North 
Broken Hill-Peko's scheelite mine on King Island 


closed. A modified petrol rostering system began. 


i997 Tasmania felt the effects of the 

recession as unemployment continued 
to climb above 11%. A number of big employers 
collapsed, inclucting the Wander Ovaltine factory 
at Devonport, Pioneer's Electrona silicon smelter 
and Australian Paper Manufacturers’ plant at Port 
Huon. Tristeel Enginecring at Glenorchy was 
placed in receivership and the Renison tin minc 
on the West Coast closed, putting 350 miners 
out of work, 


William Carter OC conducted a royal 
commission into the Rouse bribery attempt. His 
report found that Liberal leader Robin Gray had 


been involved in the bribery attempt. Largely as 
a result of the commission findings and his 
party's shimp in the opinion polls which 
followed, Grav was replaced as Liberal leader by 
Ray Groom. 


Anew 100 kmeh maximum speed limit was 
introduced as part of a 10-point plan for uniform 
road laws throughout Australia. The petrol roster 
ended. The Seatai Tasmania began on the Bass 
Strait service but was co be taken off during the 
winter off-peak season, 


The combined SBT and Tasmania banks began 
tracing as the Trust Bank. The Insurance Council 
of Australia said chat domestic burglary claims in 
‘Tasmania had skyrocketed by more than 1,000 in 
1990-91. Street gangs began to form in Hobart 
and there were more unprovoked and vicious 
muggings in Hobart streets. Legislation for fixed 
four-year terms for the House of Assembly and 
forest resource security passed State Parliament. 


1992 ~~ The Srate election was held on 

1 February and the Liberal Party won 
office: Liberals, 19 seats; Labor, 11 seats; and 
Green Independents, 5 seats. Unemployment 
reached 12.2% and there were ongoing budget 
cuts and a squeeze on public-sector pay rises. 
The Independent Commission to Review 
Tasmania's Public Sector Finance, headed by 
Charles Curran, recommended asset sales, the 
reintroduction of a redundancy program and a 
debt-reduction program. Industrial relations 
legislation gave workers the choice of either 
working under the existing award system or 
switching to enterprise agreements. The State 
axed 1,100 jobs. Angry workers forced the 
temporary closure of the House of Assembly 
during their anti-industrial relations legislation 
ancl job-cuts ratlies. Those going on strike 
incluclect 2.000 APPM mill workers at Burnie and 
5,000 State school teachers. 


The Government paid the bribery royal 
commission legal costs of 10 witnesses inclucling 
Rohin Gray, Edmund Rouse and David 
McQuestin. An Act was passed to allow mining 
and exploration in national parks declared since 
1989. Tough anti-protest laws were introduced 
to control forest hostilities, a ban was placed on 
any new World Heritage Areas, it was made 
more difficult for national parks to be declared 
and the Wesley Vale pulp mill was put back on 
the agenda. Federal forest resource security 
legislation to complement State legislation was 
defeated. 
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Tasmania’s Repatriation General Hospital was 
integrated into the public hospital system. The 
last group of Royal Hobart Hospital trained 
nurses graduated, ending a 116-year tradition of 
training in the RHH nursing school, and marking 
the end of hospital-based nursing training in the 
State. 


The University of Tasmania was named as the 
National Centre for Aquaculture, to be 
established in Launceston. The inaugural Targa 
Tasmania car rally took place. The ordination of 
seven women as priests took place at Hobart’s 
St David's Cathedral. 


2993 Unemployment reached 13.4%, 

Pasminco—-EZ shed 380 jobs, the 
QOvaltine and Sanitarium factories in Hobart 
announced that they were closing; there was job 
shedding at APPM; Blundstone announced that 
it was expanding, but in New Zealand; and 
Mount Lyell announced that it would close in 
December 1994. The $53 million Henty gold 
mine was opened, 


In the federal election held on 13 March, Labor 
won 4 of the 5 House of Representatives seats. 
Tasmanian Greens leader, Bob Brown, resigned 
from State Parliament ta contest the federal 
election. He was replaced as leader by Lyons 
MHA Christine Milne. The number of 
Government departments was recluced from 17 
to 12 by creating a few ‘super’ departments. The 
number of local government councils was 
reduced from 46 to 29, 


Teachers received a pay rise to give them parity 
with other States. The Government had argued 
against parity with other States and used the 
teachers’ pay issue to double the State tax on 
cigarettes and to increase abalone royalties. 


The Government gave the mining industry the 
Same resource security a8 previously given to 
forestry by introducing strategic zones 
legislation, The Federal Government closed 
Benders Quarry near “une River, because of 
damage to caves. 


The Government extended Federal Hotels’ 
poker machine monopoly until 1 January 1997, 
after which machines were to be progressively 
intreduced into hotels and clubs ¢buc still owned 
by Federal}. Tasmania's daylight saving period 
was permanently entrenched in legislation, 


In response to continuing criticism and rising 
community concem about crime, a major 


package of measures against crime and violence 
was introduced by the Government. The 
measures included proposals to fingerprint 
juveniles, a ban on cirinking in public places, 
reduction in remission periods for convicted 
criminals, more police, and the introduction of a 
crime-stoppers program to increase security on 
commercial premises. ‘The SeaCat service across 
Bass Strait was withdrawn altogether. The Spirit 
of Tasmania began the Melbourne—Devonport 
ferry run, with casino-style gambling allowed on 
board. Speed cameras were introduced on 
Tasmanian roads. Legislation was passed to allow 
stores LO open one Saturday afternoon a month 
and to increase the size of stores that could 
trade at weekends. 


Legislation was also passed to allow a cable car 
up Mt Wellington and a restaurant on the 
summit. The project ultimately died because 
there were no financiers. 


The TGIO was sold to the Dutch-owned Fortis 
group. The Government announced a 40% pay 
rise for MPs and plans to cut the size of both 
houses of Parliament. MPs received their pay rise 
but rejected bills ta cut their own numbers. 


4994 — Freedom-of-information legislatitm 

came into force. Local government 
elections involving 15 councils State-wide trialled 
postal ballot rather than the traclitional booth 
method of voting. The Local Government Board 
was established under the Local Government 
Act 1993, The National Party re-formed! its State 
branch at a conference in Launceston. The 
Extremely Greedy 40% Extra Party was formed to 
combat the MPs pay rise. 


The State Government retused to reform 
Tasmania's Criminal Code provisions which 
make homosexual acts between consenting 
adults itegal. The State Government's stand on 
the gay issue fed to Federal legislation to 
over-ride Tasmania's anti-gay laws. The Human 
Rights Committee of the United Nations upheld 
acomplaint that Tasmania was breaching an 
international convention by having on its statute 
books a law making male homosexual sex a 
crime. 


The report of a beard of inquiry (chaired by The 
Hon, Trevor Morling, QC) into the size and 
constitution of State Parliament recommended 
no cutin the size of the House of Assembly, but 
that if there were to be a reduction then it would 
favour a unicameral Parliament. It also 
recommended that the Legislative Council be 
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clected by proportional representation, basecl 
on a single State-wide Hare-Clark electorate, and 
that its power to block budgets and legislation 
be reduced. 


‘The big supermarkets, Purity and Roelf Vos, 
decided to defy Tasmania’s shop tracing laws. 
The breakthrough in shop trading came in 
‘November when a compromise package was 
designed in the Legislative Council: all-day 
Saturday shop trading from April 1995. 


‘The State's latest and last power station, Tribute, 
which is part of the $395 million Anthony power 
development, was opened near Tullah, an end 
to 80 years of dam building. The Federal 
Environment Minister ruled out intervention to 
stop the Heemskirk-to-Zeehan link road, which 
runs through the Arthur-Pieman protected area 
which the Greens call the Tarkine. The road 
became an issue again when the State 
Government revived the project in the Buelget 
but was then forced to pass a regulation 
breaking its own planning laws to allow work to 
go ahead. The Wilderness Society launched its 
proposals for new World Heritage Arca 
nominations—-320,000 hectares bordering the 
existing WHA andl the 330,000 hectare “Tarkine’ 
area. 


The aluminium-hulled $40 million catamaran 
ferry Condor 27 grounded on Black Jack Rocks. 
It took 7 attempts over ¥ weeks ro get the 
catamaran Off the rocks. L[IMAS Huon was 
decommissioned. 


The Duathlon World Championships and the 
Australian Wooden Boat Festival were held in 
Hohart. Maxi ketch Tasmania, skippered by 
Robert Clifford, becume the first Tasmanian boat 
to take line honours when it won the fiftieth 
anniversary Sydnev—-lobart Yacht Race. 


1995 In December 1994 the Federal 

Resources Minister renewed all 
existing woodchip licences and granted 2 new 
ones. In response, Tasmanian Senator John 
Devereux resigned from the Labor Party and a 
backbench revolt threatened. The Prime 
Minister intervened with a promise to control 
future licence decisions and phase out 
woodchip exports from native forests by 2000. 
Controversy continued and on 27 January the 
Prime Minister said thar 507 forest coupes, 72 of 
which were in Tasmania, would be protected 
while studies of their conservation value went 
ahead. About 3,000 peuple marchect in 


Launceston to protest against woodchip export 
licence delays anc forest industry interferences 
by conservationists. The Federal Resources 
Minister later announced that some Tasmanian 
coupes were 1o be released for logging, 


Furapean Carp discovered in lakes Crescent ancl 
Sorell posed a serious threat to Tasmania's trout 
fishery andl lake ecosystems. 


In April all-day Saturday shop trading 
commenced. Special drought assistance 
measures condnued throughout the winter. 


The Government introduced new warker’s 
compensation legislation designed to save 

$28 million a year while cutting the number of 
accidents at work, Workers would retain access 
to the common law while employers would face 
heavy fines if they failed to create safe 
work-places. 


The Government decided to link the salaries of 
members of the Tasmanian Parliament to 88.9% 
of those of fecleral MPs. A House of 
Representatives committee found that no 
further studies should be undertaken into the 
draining of Lake Pedder. 


A$? million aluminium and welding fabrication 
school was established to provide a stream of 
skiled employees for the manufacture of the 
aluminium-hulled high-speed catamarans. 


The historic Aboriginal Land Act passed through 
Parliament, returning a number of significant. 
culcural sites to Tasmanian Aboriginals. 


The trend rate of unemployment fell from 11.1% 
in November 1994 to 9.6% in November 1995. 
The number of Tasmanians employed reached 
record levels in 1995, rising by 2.3% during the 
year, 


Sue Napier led the way for women in 
conservative politics when she became the first 
State Liberal minister. Liberal veteran and former 
Premier Robin Gray retired from State 
Parliament, 


A massive clean-up operation was launched 
following the grounding of the 37,500-ronne 
bulk ore-carrier, fron Baron, on Hehe Reef, off 
the Lamar River. ‘The vessel spilt 420 tonnes of 
oil which affected beaches and marine life. 
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7996 On Sunday 28 Apri] 1996, 35 persons 
were killed and 21 persons were 

injured when a gunman fired at residents, 

visitors and staffin che Port Arthur area, on the 

Tasman Peninsula. The gunman pleaded guilty 

and was sentenced to life imprisonment on 

22 November. 


Following the events at Port Arthur, 
Commonwealth, State and Territory 
governments agreed to implement uniform gun 
laws which would ban automatic and 
semi-automatic weapons in an cffort to make the 
country safer. The Firearms Act 1996 provides 
far the possession, use, registration and 
licensing of firearms in Tasmania. The new law 
prohibits certain types of firearms ancl a 
buy-back scheme was implemented hy the 
Government. 


Former Federal Liberal minister, the Hon. Peter 
Nixon OA, headed a Commonvwealth- State 
inquiry into Tasmania’s economy and its 
prospects. The Commonwealth State Inquiry 
inte the Tasmanian Economy would provide an 
update of the 1976 Callaghan enquiry. Economic 
growth was 1.5% compared with 4.1% nationally. 


David Boon’s 107-match, 12-year Australian Test 
career, in which he hit 7422 runs at an average of 
43,66, ended at the Adelaide Oval on 29 January. 


Tasmania’s population from Census 1996 was 
459,659, an increase of 1.5% fram 1991. 


Tioxide Australia Pry Ltd ceased operations at its 
Heybridge titanium dioxide pigment plant with a 
loss of 174 jobs. The plant, commissioned 
in1948, was too old and too small to compete on 
the national market. 


Records were set: the highest January rainfall on 
record; record cold winter temperatures; record 
Hydro consumption on July 9 of 1481 
megawatts; snow in October, 


Four Tasmanian frozen food firms and their 
managers were fined more than $1.54 million for 
engaging in illegal price fixing. The penalties are 
believed to be the biggest in Tasmanian 
corporate history. he price fixing was centred 
around frozen potato chips and the pact had 
gone on for at least 5 years, 


_ Tasmania had 2 elections within a week: the 
Stace election on 24 Feb and the Federal election 
on 2 March. The Srate clection resulted in 16 
Liberal seats, 14 Labour, 4 Greens and 1 


independent. Liberal governed with a minority 
government and Labour went into Opposition. 
On the Federal scene, Warwick Smith won back 
his Bass seat from Silvia Smith, 


Legislative Council electoral boundary reform 
resulted in 19 more evenly sized electorates. The 
new division of Rumney was created in the south 
of the State while the former divisions of Russell 
(North-westand Gordon (West) were combined 
to form Murchison. Due to differing retirement 
dates between the 2 members for Murchison, 
the seat of Rumney will remain vacant until 2000. 
At present Rumney is being represented by the 
memibers for Monmouth and Pembroke. Special 
transitional provisions have been put in place to 
cover the intervening periad. 


i997 January to fire 

The first recorded occurrence in 
Tasmania of rabbit calicivirus disease was 
confirmed in the Meander Valley in January. The 
origin of this outbreak was uncertain. In late 
April the Department. of Primary Industry and 
Fisheries officially released the rabbit calicivirus 
at South Arm. In the intervening 4 months the 
virus had spread from Lorinna to Perth. 


Amid predictions of social problems and 
unemployment, electronic gaming machines 
were introduced into hatels and clubs from 

1 January with 55 establishments operating 800 
machines. The venues which have obtained 
licences to operate machines have made 
substantial investments leading to a range of 
improved facilities and services in the hospitality 
industry. In June 1997, 62 hotels and 13 clubs 
operated approximately 1,000 machines. 


In March 1997, the State Parliament repealed 
two century-old Jaws which together 
criminalised all male homosexual activity with a 
maximum penalty of 21 years gaol. The repeal 
followed a sometimes heated, decade-long 
community debate about homosexuality which 
saw the laws condemned by Amnesty 
International, the United Nations Human Rights 
Committee, the Federal Parliament and the High 
Court. Under ‘Fasmania’s criminal law all citizens 
are now treated cqually regardless of their sexual 
orientation, 


Two long serving politicians ended their careers 
in State politics: Labor leader, Michael Field 
retired and Jim Bacon became Leader of the 
Opposition; former Liberal minister Roger 
Groom retired. Recounts were held in the 2 
clectoral clivisions affected. 
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CHAPTER 2 


Environmental 


Air, water and lancl, and the flora and fauna 
found in them, combine to form the ecosystems 
that surround us. Healthy ecosystems maintain 
air and water quality, help regulate the climate, 
recycle nutrients, maintain soil fertility, and 
decompose wastes. Future generations of 
Tasmanians will rely on our sound management. 
of the State to sustain its environmental capital. 


The natural environment is not a static system; it 
changes constantly through the actions of 
natural forces, regardless of human activity. 
However, human activity introduces additional 
factors into the process of environmental 
change. The impact on the environment of 
activities such as agriculture, industry, urban 
development, mining and recreation is being 
increasingly examined as the community strives 
to integrate environmental issues into 
decision-making. 


issues 


The clean up of water- 
ways such as River 
Derwent has seen the 
return of vertebrates 
such as dolphins. 


Environmental concerns 


Gains in the protection of the environment are 
generally regarded to be a wade-off with 
economic growth and cmployment. This view is 
reinforced in the media and in politics. In 1996, 
Tasmania, along with Queensland, had the 
lowest percentage of residents who ranked 
environmental protection as more important 
than ecanomic growth. However, in 1996, 
Tasmania had the highest percentage of 
residents who ranked environmental protection 
and economic growth of equal importance. 
Furthermore, for residents who believe 
environmental protection is at least as important 
as cconomic growth, the combined percentages 
ranked ‘Tasmania third highest behind Western 
Australia and South Australia. 
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PERSONS RANKING OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND ECONOMIC GROWTH 


growth 


Environmental protectior and ecanomic growth are equaily 


important 


Environmental protection is less important than economic 


Browth 
Can't decide/don’t knaw 


Browth 


Environmental protection and cconorne frowth are equally 


important 


Environmental protection Is less important thar econamie 


srowth 
Can't decidedon’t know 


growth 


Environmental protection and economic growth are equally 


important 


1992 
Environmental orotection is more impartant than economic 


Enviranmentai protection is less important than economic 


Browth 
Can't decide/con't know 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4602.0 


1996 
Environmental protection is more important than ecanomic 


1994 
Erviranmental protection is more important than economic 


NSW Vic. Qld) SA WA Tas. WNT ACT AusL 
% % &% %© % % % % % 
19.0 19.1 15.8 189 235 15.8 208 20.6 18.7 
69.2 69.8 73.2 73.0 695 /48 685 699 706 
82 84 89 539 55 76 83 92 79 
a et 2 ads 1 2 OO. 
17.8 165 19.0 18.7 19.9 129 201 229 179 
69.3 714 71.3 73.7 724 (58 73.1 691 741.0 
78 76 65 54 45 7.7 55 68 7.0 
51 45 32 22 32 36 13 19 Ad 
19.5 175 182 209 193 134 194 244 18.8 
68.8 69.7 710 70.5 734 768 71.9 70.0 7023 
67 7.6 68 46 49 65 59 36 66 
5.0 52 39 40 24 32 28 20 44 


__PERSONS CONCERNED ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 


NSW Vic. Qld SA 

% Mh So 4 

1996 665 705 66.8 72.6 
1994 69.2 67.2 68.5 73.0 
1992 736 75.2 740 77.0 


WA Tas. NT ACT Aust. = 
% % % % he 

70.8 581 661 751 68.4 

704 613 722 742 689 

76.0 707 796 835 748 


Source: AGS catalogue no. 4602.0 


ABS surveys in 1992,]994, and 1996 reveal thar, 
of the Auscralian States and Territories, Tasmania 
has consistently had the lowest proportion of 
people identifving one or more environmental 
concerns. The ACT has consistently had the 
highest proportion of residents nominating at 
least one environmental concern. Further, the 
gap between the Tasmanian and Australian 
proportions has been widening since 1992. 


Flora and Fauna 


People’s views 

Tree loss and the destruction of ecosystems was 
the number one environmental concern of 
Tasmanians in 1996, with 23.9% of Tasmanians 
expressing concern. Concer in 1996 , hac 
declined From the 35.9% of Tasmanians in 1992, 
The level of concern about loss of 


wildlifevextinction of species is much lower at 
5.8% of Tasmanians. This figure has decreased 
significantly over the three surveys. Both issues 
have experienced similar declines in the level of 
concern Australia-wide. 


Biological resources are essential for our 
well-being, primarily because they provide clean 
air and water, fertile soils, and food. 
Consequently, issues relating to fauna and flora 
are linked to most aspects of the environment 
and its use by people for social and cultural 
activities as wellas economic activities, 


Tasmania, including all its islands, supports a 
wide variety of flora and fauna. Isolared from the 
Australian mainland for at least 10,600 years, it 
has both supported the continent's biodiversity 
by providing a refuge for species that have ced 
outon the mainland, ane it has been protected 
from many of the introduced species that have 


PERSONS CONCERNED ABOUT DESTRUCTION OF 
TREES/ECOSYSTEMS/GEFORESTATION 


Tasmania 

36 

1996 23.9 
1994 21.6 
1992 35.9 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4602.0 
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Australia Tasmania 
% oh oe 

23.6 1996 5.8 
25.6 1994 99 
32.8 1992 20.0 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4602.0 


SPECIES, TASMANIA 
Estimated Possible total 


number of rumber of 
Commoanrame described species species 
Phylum fexample) ne. 0, 
Animalia 
Annelida earthworns, leeches 90 150 
Chelicerata spiders, scorpions, ticks, mites 298 2 000 
Chordata 
Amphibla frogs 41 At 
Aves birds 331 331 
Mammalia mammals 86 86 
Pisces fish 600 TOO 
Reptilia lizards, snakes 27 27 
Cnidaria jellyfish, anemones, hydra a8 150 
Crustacea crabs, shrimps, amphipods 484 550 
Echinodermata starfish, sea urchins 125 150 
Entognathous Hexapoda small ingect-like animals g2 400 
Mollusca shellfish, sails, Squid 1400 1 500 
Myriapoda certipedes. rmillipedes 46 170 
Nematoda fOUNcWwOTTNS 120 42 000 
Nematomorpha hair worms 2 2 
Onycophora velvet worms 3 15 
Platyhelminthes flatworms 81 14 000 
Porifera sponges 446 1 000 
Rotifera rotifers (freshwater microfauna) 133 1 000 
Uniramia insects 7641 14500 
Plantae 
Angiospermoaphyta 
Dicatyledonae broadleaved plants 1445 41 500 
Manccotyledonae Brasses, sedges, lillies 756 800 
Bryophyta mosses, liverwarts 648 1000 
Chlorophyta (macro) green macroalpae 100 130 
Chromophycophyta diatoms, dinoflagellates 128 2 000 
Coniferophyta conifers 12 12 
Filicinophyta ferns 104 120 
Lycapodophyta tycopods (club mosses) 11 20 
Phaeophyta (macro) brown macroalgae i5¢ 200 
Rhodophyta (macro} __ ted macroalgae 500 750 
Fungi 
Lichenised fungi ae fighens 633 1 000 


Source: State of the Environment Tasmania, Volume 1, 1996 


so affected the flora and fauna of mainland 


damaging elsewhere in the country, have 


Australia. The dingo is absent; the fox has never restricted Tasmanian distributions. 
become established; and feral dogs anc pigs, so 


PERSONS CONCERNED ABOUT DESTRUCTION OF 
ANIMALS/WILDLIFE/EXTINCTION OF SPECIES 


Australia 
oy 


9.1 
13.3 
18.3 
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THREATENED AND RARE TAXA (a), TASMANIA 


“Extinet 4b) Endangered {sc} Yulrerable (d) Rare tel Total 
Group no. ro, ne, no. no, 
Amphibians 0 o 1 a) 1 
Birds 4 5 14 5 25 
Broadleaved plants 22 29 A? 186 284 
Conifers 0 9) 1 1 2 
Ferns 1 I: 6 a1 19 
Freshwater fish a 3 2 1 6 
Grasses, sedges, lillies 6 5 5 1i4 160 
Invertebrates 7 7 18 78 110 
Mammals 1 3 1 2 T 
Reptiles 0 1 4 9) 5 
Tota! 41 54 96 428 619 


fa) Some groups (e.g. lower plants) have yet Lo be studied comprehensively, (bi Extinet: species that have 
not heen seen tor at least 50 years. ic] Endangered: species in danger of becoming extinct in the future. 
id} Vulnerable: species likely tp become endangered in the tear future. je) Rare: citier raturally 
UNcOMnNe Species ar species that have had their range substantially seduced. 


Source: State of the Environment Tasmania, Volume 7. 1996 


Flora 


Flora and Reservation 


Reservation has been used to protect significant 
species, communities and habitats from 
degradation. 


Many threatened species are now found in 
sccure reserves (such as national parks, forest 
reserves, nature reserves). For example, 15 of 35 
endangered plants and 33 of 60 vulnerable 
plants are found in secure reserves (Flora 
Advisory Committee 1994). Of the botanical 
communities, 98% of alpine communities are 
well reserved, while only 28% of grassland 
communities are well reserved anc 16% are 
completely unreserved (Kirkpatrick et al. 1995). 
However, reservation does not automatically 
ensure the protection of a species. Heath 
habitats for example are being severely degraded 
both inside and outside reserves by the root rot 
fungus, Phytophthora. 


Threats to flora 


Threats to plane species are grearest in the 
settled agricultural districts, especially in the 
Midlands and eastern Tasmania, where clearing 
has already diminished available habitat for many 
species. The spread of Phytophthora root rot 
fungus, and competition and habitat degradation 
by weeds such as gorse and willow are major 
threats to localised rare plants. Many 
endangered species now persist on remnant 
areas along roadsides, railway easements, of-on 
rocky outcrops too difficult to clear or cultivate. 
inappropriate burning, grazing and clearing have 
caused native grasslands and grassy woodlands 
to become Tasmania’s most severely threatened 
ccosystems (Bryant & Harris 1994), 


In addition to forming important refugia for 
floral communities, arcas of urban bushland are 
also important for their intrinsic and aesthetic 
values, recreational and tourism values, their 


WEED SPECIES IN SELECTED REMNANT BUSHLAND AREAS 


‘Local native 

species Exotic species Exaucs 
Study area ng. no. % of ail species 
Waverley Flora Park {a) 300 fa) 100 25 
Natone Hill a) 146 (aj 50 26 
Bellerive-Howrah Beaches 113 43 27 
Kelcey Tier 184 43 19 
Queens Domain 138 128 48 
Wellington Range ib} 500 ib} 130 20 
Boronia Hill 250 7a 22 
Cataract Gorge 320 109 25 


(a) Approw mate value. (b} Likely to be greater than figure stated. 
Source: State of the Environment Tasmania, Volume 7, 1996 
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Kings Lomatia 


fayne Balmer, Botanist, Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service. 


Kings Lomatia (lomatia tasmanica), formerly called Kings Holly, is an unusual shrub that grows 
along creek banks in the cool, dense, rainforest of Tasmania’s remote Wilderness World Heritage 
Area. It is one of many ‘Tasmanian endemic plants that helped to have the area listed as World 
Heritage. 


Kings Lomatia was discovered by che miner and naturalist Denny King. Described ancl named in 
the 1960s, it is a member of the Proteaceae family. A spindly, straggling plane growing up to five 
metres tall, Kings Lomatia has attractive leaves forming whorls at the branch ends. Typical of other 
Proteaceae, it has clusters of rusty red flowers which resemble those of its rclative, the grevillea. 
The plane does not appear to be able to produce seed, and is only able to regenerate itself hy 
vegetative means, sending out long root stems from which new trunks arise. 


Extensive searches have revealed that Kings Lomatia is naturally restricted to one small water 
catchment. There are only about $00 individuals and the area they inhabit is at risk from disease 
and fire, making the species vulnerable to extinction. The rarity of this plant has perplexed 
scientists. 


The Parks and Wildlife Service has been co-ordinating research on the plant to assist with its long 
term conservation management within the World Heritage Area. Funds from the Australian Flora 
Foundation assisted with propagation research at the L!niversity of Tasmania. The Royal Tasmanian 
Botanical Gardens now havea propagation program, with the aim of making the plant commercially 
available to the public. 


Genetic work undertaken at the University of Tasmania showed that there was absolutely no genctic 
variation within the population. Even plants separated by more than a kilometre were identical. 
The entire population is composed of a single plant clone. A study of the plant’s chromosomes 
revealed that Kings Lomatia is triploid, chat is, it has chree sets of chromosomes instead of two. 
Because of this it is unable to sexually reproduce. The plant is a rare freak of nature whose origins 
and age are as yet unknown. 


It is now believed chat this plant clone is the oldest known clone in the world. Radiocarbon dating 
of a charcoal sample found in the same sedimentary fayer as a fossilized Jeaf of Kings Lomatia 
suggests that it has been around for at least 43,600 years. Whilst no genetic tests were done on the 
fossil leaf—which would prove that the two planes are indeed cloncs—the fossil and modern leaves 
have the same shape and epidermal cell structure. If the ancient plant were not a triploid these 
would look different. In comparison, a sterile, vegetatively reproducing, triploid cannot undergo 
any genetic variation, 


This discovery is fascinating because it shows that even without the flexibility of genctic variation 
some plants are able to tolerate change. Kings Lomatia has lived through the major climatic change 
at the end of the last glacial, and survived the arrival of peopie in Tasmania. 
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contribution to the community's sense of place, 
and act to maintain the environmental quality of 
urban arcas. For example, the Queens Domain 
in Hobart is both a recreational area, and the 
location for five vascular plant species which are 
not found in State reserves; another which is 
endemic to the Domain; and a dozen species 
which are endangered, vulnerable or rare 
(Kirkpatrick 1995). 


Unfortunately, recreational use of both urban 
and country areas often accelerates rates of 
erosion and weed invasion. These pressures on 
flora are compounded by activities such as 
firewood collection, rubbish dumping, and 
incremental small-scale development. 


As with many areas of Australia, Tasmania's 
environment has been moulded by thousands of 
years of ‘firestick farming’. The exclusion of fire 
can change the ecology of fire-dependent plant 
communities, and of wildlife dependent on the 
habitat. Conversely, regions not adapted co fire, 
such as alpine and rainforest areas, have 
expcricneed significant damage from fires. 


Fauna 


The vertebrate animals of Tasmania (mammals, 
hirds, reptiles, frogs and fish), are of great 
national and international interest and an 
impartant component of Australia’s natural 
heritage, They include the Tasmanian Nevil, the 
world's largest extant marsupial carnivore, and 
species whose survival is currently threatened, 
such as the Orange-bellied Parrot and Pedder 
Galaxias. In addition to spectes that have evolved 
on the island, like the Green Rosella, snow 
skinks and Tasmanian Tree Frog, Tasmania 
serves as a refuge for many species which, 
especially over the past 200 years, have become 
increasingly rare or extinct across the rest of the 
continent. Some, such as the Bettong, Eastern 
GQuoll and Pademelon are now restricted to 
Tasmania after disappearing relatively recently 
from south-eastern Australia. Others, for 
example the Eastern Barred Bandicoot, 
Spotted-tailed Quoll and Ground Parrot, arc 
under threat on the mainlancl but are relatively 
secure in Tasmania. 


As well as being of scientific significance, 
Tasmanian vertebrates have intrinsic, social und 
economic values. They are an important part of 
the environment shared by all Tasmanians, and 
increasingly enjoyed by tourists. World-famous 
species, such as the Tasmanian Devil, are 
significant drawcards for tourism. Others, for 
example wallabies, possums, muttonbirds and 


ducks, are subject to controlled recreational anct 
commercial hunting. All ‘Tasmanian vertcbrates, 
whether common or infrequently seen are 
integral parts of Tasmania's natural heritage and 
their conservation is of great importance. 


Threats to fauna 


Since European setdement began in 1803, many 
changes to the Tasmanian landscape have 
occurred. Although these changes have 
benefited some species, many are now 
threatened with extinction. An important part of 
the prevention of species extinction is the 
identification of the threatening process 
involved. 


Land clearing and soil degradation have been 
relatively less in ‘Tasmania than on mainland 
Australia. Nevertheless, the habitats of much of 
Tasmania have been altered ona large scale by 
activities such as agriculture and forestry. Whilst 
extensive areas of forest and buttongrass 
moorland in western Tasmania remain 
undisturbed, dry eucalypt forest and native 
grasslands in the midlands, north and east of the 
State have been subjected to extensive clearing 
and revegetation with introduced species, such 
as Pinus radiata and Eucalyptus nitens in 
plantations. 


Subdivision of land into small to medium-sizecl 
blocks for residential development poses a 
threat to conservation of native fauna in many 
municipalities. Large areas of native habitat are 
being divided, and reduced to isolated 
fragments, too smal! to sustain viable 
populations of native animals. Sensitive and 
careful land planning is needed to ensure 
aclequate buffer zones and corridors of 
undisturbed vegetation, and sufficiently large 
undisturbed areas to ensure that the needs of 
native wildlife are met. 


The devastation by foxes has not been 
experienced in Tasmania and impacts of many 
vertebrates (such as dingoes, feral pigs and feral 
dogs) are either absent or limited, Nevertheless, 
feral animals do pose threats to native fauna. 
Arguably the most destructive of feral pests in 
Tasmania is the cat. Feral cats are established in 
the wild in mast parts of the State and prey on a 
wice range of native vertebrates, including frogs, 
lizards, birds and small mammals. Management 
programs are being undertaken to control cat 
populations on islands such as Macquarie and 
Great Dog islands, and research is being 
conducted into ways of controlling them on the 
Tasmanian mainland. 
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Rabbit calicivirus in Tasmania 


The European rabbit is one of Australia's worst vertebrate pests. Previous attcmpts at biological 
control of this species—using the myxoma virus---have been only temporarily successful. In 1980 
the rabbit calicivirus—another rahbit-specific pathogen—was brought to Australia for evaluation as 
acantrol method. In Cctober 1995, during field testing, the virus escaped from the quarantine station 
on Wardang Island to mainland South Australia. 


After spreading rapidly, the presence of calicivirus in Tasmania was confirmed in early January 1997. 
It is chought that infected insects introduced the virus to the State at some time in either late winter 
or spring 1996. First detected at Meander in the central north, the disease spread during the summer 
and autumn east to Perth and west to Lorinnaat an average rate of about 3 km per week. North-south 
spread was limited, probably reflecting the prevailing wind patterns. (n much of the infected area, 
rabbit numbers plummeted and were still very low in August 1997, although there was some 
reinvasion around the edges from uninfected rabbits. 


Two other small outbreaks were also detected later, one near Rocky Cape and the other east of the 
Tamar River. These may have spread either from the first outbreak or have heen separate 
introductions from the mainkand. 


Approval to actively spread calicivirus was given by the Minister for Primary Industry and Fishcries 
on April 23rd 1997. The first release was made one week later at a site on South Arm peninsula where 
rabbit numbers had been monitored for several months. With its dry climate and sandy soils, this 
area supports the densest rabbit populations in Tasmania. Due to low winter-time insect population, 
the virus spread slowly from the infection site covering a cacius of approximately 1 km within 2 
months. Within 3 months 73% of the rabbits near the reicase site had died. The virus was released 
at a number of other sites in southern and north-western Tasmania curing winter 1997, 


These winter releases were made partly to study the survival of calicivirus in Tasmania’s winter 
conditions and partly to try to ensure a supply of virus in the environment to alow rapid spread when 
conditions become favourable in spring. 


The impacts of rabbits and goats have been less 
severe chan elsewhere in Australia. However, the 
arrival of the calicivirus has propted a fresh 
campaign against the rabbit, and feral goats have 
recently been subject to an extensive control 
program to reduce their effects on the 
environment, 


Raptors, such as the Wedge-tailed Eagle and 
Grey Goshawk, roam far and wide in search of 
prey and encounter many threats, including 
shoating and other forms of persecution by 
vandals and some landowners. Their nest sites, 
often in large eucalypt trees, have also been 
disturbed by various activitics including forest 
clearance. 


Hydro-electric development has resulted in large 
areas being flooded, river flows being altered 


and distributions of native fish being changed. 
Introduction of exotic trout species, such as 
Brown Trout and Rainbow Trout, sometimes in 
association with dam construction, has also had 
significant effects on aquatic ecosystems and in 
some cases threatened the existence of native 
fish species, such as Pedder Galaxias and Swan 
Galaxias. 


Pollution of waterways from industrial and 
domestic sources poses a threat to many 
vertebrates. Organic pollution from abattoirs and 
domestic wastes can result in eutrophication and 
oxygen depletion in waterways, whilst heavy 
metal pollution can resuit from various activities 
including mining. It is suspected that heavy 
metal pollution may be linked with unusual 
ulceration of Platypus in some Tasmanian rivers. 
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Pollution is not confined to freshwater 
environments. Scraps of synthetic material 
discarded from fishing hoats pose a serious 
threat to many marine birds, seals, turtles and 
fish. Seals and birds have been found around the 
Tasmanian coast entangled with a wide variety of 
discarded materials including bait straps and 
filament netting. 


Through research inte the conservation needs of 
Tasmania’s vertebrates, and recognition of the 
processes that threaten them, efforts are being 
made ta ensure that future Tasmanians will be 
able to appreciate and enjoy the remarkable 
wildlife and natural heritage of the State. 
Greatest success has been achieved through 
joine cooperative action involving the whole 
COMINUFILY, 


Reserved areas and conservation 


Tasmaizvia, inchiding its offshore islands, has a 
total land area of approximately 6.8 million 
hectares, of which 4.1 tnillion hectares, or 61%, 
is publicly owned. This land is managed by a 
number of agencies including Forestry 


LAND TENURE, TASMANIA (a) 


Area 
Land tenure ha 
Public land 
Aboriginal Site 662 
Coastal Reserve 12 585 
Commonwealth Land 30 743 
Crown Reserve 366 
Forest Reserve 83979 
Game Reserve 5 858 
Historic Site 8916 
Hydro-Electric Commission Land 121 623 
Lakeside Reserve 4 189 
Municipal Reserve 2 212 
National Park 1 348 842 
Nature Reserve 39 537 
Non-allacated Crown Land 714 953 
Other Crown Reserve 30 942 
Protected Archaeclogical Sites i412 
Protected Area 190 817 
River Reserve 4o7t 
State Forest 1 494 916 
State Forest (Hydro) 19 594 
State Recreation Area 5 888 
State Reserve 21 944 
Total 414i 249 
Private land 2 668 041 
Total 6 09 290 


fa) Includes all offshore islands including King, Flinders, and 
Macquarie Islands. Excludes mare estuaries. 


Source: Forestry Tasmartia Gis 1:25,000 seale as at 
13.10.97 


Tasmania, the Department of Environment and 
Land Management, and the Aydro-Flectric 
Corporauion. 


Public benefit and protection for natural and 
cultural values is maximised by providing a 
variety Of reserves for clifferent twpes of use. The 
competing demands of development, recreation, 
and conservation are inextricably linked, with 
competing demands addressed in management 
plans, legislation and regulations. 


Conservation in arcas not reserved (especiaily 
on private lands) has heen addressed with 
scveral initatives. Programs such as Lancleare and 
Land for Wildlifc, along with the Threatened 
Species Protection Act 1995 (Tas.}, are providing 
mechanisms for off-reserve conservation. Based 
around cooperative arrangements with 
landowners, there is also an ability under the Aci 
to enforce the protection of threatened species 
in extreme situations. 


National parks 


Legislation is important in ensuring the 
preservation of natural habitats, flora and fauna. 
The fasmanian National Parks and Wildlife 
Act 1970 (Tas.) repealed the Scenen: 
Preservation Act 1915 (Tas.) and the Animals 
and Birds Protection Act 1928 (Tas.). The Act 
made new provisions for the establishment and 
management of national parks and other 
reserves and the conservation of flora and fauna. 
These provisions included the development of 
land for conservation purposes, managing 
reserved land, preparing management plans, 
carrying out research and other activities relating 
to the conservation of flora and fauna, providing 
education facilities, ancl enforcing regulations 
under the Act. 


There are fifteen national parks in Tasmania, 
with the Mole Creek Karst National Park being 
the mest recently declarecl. 


Other reserves 


In addition to National Parks, Tasmania has over 
a dozen other types of reserves. To varying 
degrees, these balance conservation with 
recreational, traditional, and commercial uses. 


These areas can assist the survival of wildlife by 
providing for the canservation of habitats that 
can be utilized for feeding, breeding, or during 
migration. Some of the areas protected include 
the breeding grounds of Cape Barren Geese, 
penguins, pelicans, other waterfowl, and seals. 
Other reserves have also been set aside to 


Arca Year 
Name | ha gazetted Location Description 
Asbestos Range 4349 1976 North coast Coastal heathland 
Ben Lomond 16 527 1947 North-cast Aloine, skifields 
Cradle Mountain-Lake St Clair (a} 160 883 1922 West central Mountains, lakes 
Bouglas Apsley 16 080 1989 East coast Dy sch:erophyll farest 
Franklin-Gorden Wild Rivers (a) 440 809 193g South-west Wilderness, rivers 
Freycinet 41930 1916 East coast Coastal, Branite 
Hartz Mountains ta} ? 140 1939 South Mountains, forest 
Maria Island 41550 1972 East coast Wildlife, historic 
Moie Creek Karst 1345 1996 Central North Caves, karst landscape 
Mount Field 16 265 1916 South central Atpine skifields 
Mount William 13 899 1973 North-east Coastal, wildlife 
Rocky Cape 3 064 1967 Norht-west Coastal heath 
Southwest (a) 608 298 1951 South-west Rupeced wilderness 
Strzelecki 4215 1987 Flinders Island Mountains, coastel 


Chapter 2 — Environmental issues 25 


NATIONAL PARKS, TASMANIA 


Walls of Jerusalem (a) 51 800 i981 West central Alpiie plalcau 


(a) Constitute the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area, together with Devils Gullet, Liffey Fal's (part) State 
Reserve, Mote Creek Karst Nationat Park (part), Macquarie Harbour Histonc Site, Farm Cove Game Reserve. Adamsfield, 
Central Plateau and Marble Hill Conservation Areas, Maxwell Rrver and Wargata Mina Protected Archaelogical Sites, 
three Forest Reserves on the Great Western Tiers and small areas of HEC and private land (lotalling 1,383,640 ha) as 
of May 1992. 


Source: Parks and Wiidlife Service of the Department of Environment and Land Management 


CHANGES TO RESERVE STOCK, TASMANIA 1995-96 


Area 
Name of reserve: ha Purpose 
Eaglehawk Neck Historic Site 8 New reserve 
Marakoopa Cave State Reserve extension 1.148 New reserve 
Cape Deslacs Nature Reserve 83 New reserve 
Dennes Hill Nature Reserve 92 New reserve 
Hawley Nature Reserve 49.66 New reserve 
Pitt Water Nature Reserve 776 New reserve 
St Clair Lagoon Conservation Area 254 New reserve 
Oyster Gove Historic Site 30.3 Transfe* to Aboriginal land 
Mt Cameron West Abcriginal Site 530 Transfe- <o Aboriginal land 
Chappell Island Nature Reserve (part) 1320 Transfe? to Aboriginal lane! 
Steep Island Game Reserve 30 Transfe: to Abariginal land 
Babel Island Muttonbird Reserve 445 Transfer to Aboriginal lanc 
Great Dog Island Muttonbird Reserve 377 Transfes to Aboriginal land 
Risdon Cove Historic Site 27 Transfer 16 Aboriginal land 
Risdon Cove Conservation Area 70 Trarsfer to Aboriginal land 
Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Park (part — Kutikina Cave) 152 Transfer to Aboriginal lana 
Wargata Mina Protected Site 155 Trar sfer to Aboriginal land 
Maxwell Maxwell River Protected Site (Ballawinne Cave) 560 Trarsfer to Aboriginal land 
Entaily House Historic Site {part} 6.671 Sale 
Tasman Arch State Reserve (part) 0.066 Sale 
Green Point Nature Reserve {part) 0.559 Sale 


Source: Department of Environment and Land Management, Annual Report, 1995-98 


protect significant vegetation, such as blackwood 
and sclerophyll forests, rare cucalypts, alpine 
vegetation, coastal grasslands and other rare 
plants. The, as yet, unsigned Regional Forest 
Agreement will assist in the clarification of the 
balance berween conservation and exploitation 
in many multiple-use areas. 


Some revscrves have been proclaimed for the 
protection of historic and Aboriginal values. In 
1994, some of these areas were handed back to 
the Aboriginal community. 
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Feral goats in Tasmania 


Goats have been a familiar, but minor, clement of the agricultural landscape in Tasmania for over 150 
years. A study of feral goats in Tasmania by the Parks and Wildlife Service (Atkinson et al. 1995) has 
shown that feral goats are more widespread and abundant than previously realised. Goats can 
outcompete other browsing livestock for food and shelter, and can act as vectors for diseases. They 
are also known to have damaged newly-established forestry plantations. Selective browsing and 
grazing can change the composition of plant communities dramatically. They eat plants down ta 
ground level, and often uproot them. They can also prevent regencration of canopy trees by eating 
the seedlings. Soil erosion is often caused, or exacerbated, by the feecting habits of feral goats and by 
trampling, particularly at locations where vegetation is sensitive to disturbance. 


There have been 136 feral goat herds recorded from a wide range of habitats from sea level to the 
Central Plateau, in all areas except the cold, wet south-western region. Most herds will range across 
multiple land tenures, however 46% of herds occurred primarily on private land, including private 
forests, 23% were mainly in State forests, 20% spent most of their time on reserved land (World 
Heritage Area, national parks and other reserves) and 11% on unallocated Crown land. 


A Parks and Wildlife Service control program for feral goats commenced in 1992, Whilst mustering 
has been employed, control has mainly been by free shooting. In the three years to mid-1995, feral 
goat herds had been reduced by 40%. While the greatest reduction in goat numbers has been in the 
north, nearly 50% of herds remain in the northern and north-eastern areas. Approximately 80 herds, 
consisting of around 1500 individuals are estimated to remain. 


The National Estate in Tasmania 

The Register of the National Estate is a list of 
those places of Australia’s Aboriginal, historic 
and natural heritage which should be preserved 
for present and future generations. The register 
includes sites and objects of scientific, 
archeological and social importance, as weil as 
outstanding geological features and landscapes. 


Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 


In 1982, the three large western wilderness 
national parks (the Cradle Mountain-Lake St 
Clair, Southwest, and Franklin-Gordon Wild 
Rivers national parks} were inscribed on the 
World Heritage list by the World Heritage 
Committee of UNESCO. A further listing in 1989 
enlarged the original area by approximately 


600,600 hectares. 


The Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
now comprises 1.37 million hectares, or about 
43% of the public estate, of essentially wilt, 
natural country in central and south-western 
Tasmania, It includes areas of very tall eucalypt 
forest, extensive cave systems, a core breecling 
area for the endangered Orange-bellied Parrot 
and ice-ave Aboriginal cave-art sites. 


World Heritage Area management activities 
include providing visitors with information, 
interpretation ancl assistance; search and rescue; 
fire prevention and suppression; maintaining a 
range of visitor facilities; walking track upgrading 
and maintenance; research, rehabilitation, 
environmental monitoring: and exotic species 
control. 


Also important are smalier sites, some of which 
are important habitats for flora and fauna 
enabling preservation of rare and endangered 
species, The National Estates Grants Program 
funds projects that identify, conserve or provide 
better knowledge about places of National Estate 
significance. In the past five years funding for 
Tasmania has steadily grown from $618,000 in 
1991-92 to $681,000 in 1995-96, During 
1995-96, grants for 33 new projects, including 7 
in areas deemed to be under ‘drought 
exceptional circumstances’, were approved. 
These projects included the restoration of 
historic buildings, studies of Tasmanian unique 
flora and fauna, and better management of 
Aboriginal sites. 


In August 1996, the National Estates Grants 
Program was shut down, with new funding to 
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come from other Commonwealth programs. 
About seventy projects in Tasmania will continuc 
operating under existing arrangements until they 
are completed. 


Recreation, tourism and the environment 
Nature-based tourism is significant in Tasmania. 
The 1996 Tasmanian Visitor Survey estimates 
river cruises and short bushwalks are the most 
popular nature-based activities for adult visitors 
to Tasmania. Specific natural areas with high 
(estimated) rates of visitation in 1996 included 
Cataract Gorge (34.3% of adult visitors to 
Tasmania), Cradle Mountain (27.795), Mt. 
Wellington (26.3%), and Franklin-Gordon Wild 
Rivers National Park (23.2%). Based on the total 
number of adult visitors to Tasmania of 472,900 
adults, each of these places were visited by over 
100,000 people. 


Recreation and tourism activities can place 
significant pressures on the environment. Places 
of intcrest such as beaches, rivers and national 
parks need to be managed so that impacts on 
the environment are minimised. Effective 
management involves encouraging sustainable 
practices so that the value experienced from 
those recreation and tourism activities is not 
diminished. 


During the past two decades there has been a 
large increase in the numbers of walkers in 
Tasmania's Wilderness World Heritage Area. 
About 20,000 people are spending 35,000 nights 
in Tasmania's wild areas every year, and in many 
areas such numbers are unsustainable. Such use 
has led to a rapid deterioration in the walking 
tracks throughout much of the region, 
unplanned track formation, trampling of 


ACTIVITIES OF ADULT VISITORS TO TASMANIA, 


1996 

Adult visitors 
Activity Ea 
Bushwalking {less than 2 hrs) 29.5 
Bushwaiking (2 hrs to all day} 18.2 
Bushwalking (overnight or longer} 3.7 
River cruise 26.4 
Cavingvisiting show caves 11.3 
Baating/sailing 5.2 
Scenic flight 3.3 
AWD recreational vehicle 3.2 
Trout angling 2.9 
Ratting 0.8 
Canoeing/sea kayaking 0.5 


Total number 472 900 
Source; Tourism Tasmania, Tasmanian Visitor Survey 1996 


vegetation, crowding, and pollution, Of the 

1000 km of tracks in the World Heritage Area, 
200 km are alreacly heavily eroded to a depth of 
25 cm or more and it is likely chat a further 400 
km will erode within 20 vears if decisive action is 
not taken. Walking Track Strategies are being 
implemented by the Parks and Wildlife Service to 
combat these problems. 


Atmosphere 


According to an AGS survey, air pollution has 
been the environmental issue of greatest 
concern to the average Australian. However, of 
all the States, Tasrnanians are the least 
concerned about air pollution, and Victorians 
the most, Over time, the proportion of 
Tasmanians with concerns about air pollution 
has declined significantly, in line with the 
national trend. 


Located on the edge of the ncar-pristine 
Southern Occan, Tasmania is swept from the 
west and south by some of the cleanest air in the 
world, The quality of this air is then affected by 
emissions from industrial operations, mator 
vehicles, and commercial and domestic sources, 
as well as natural sources such as smoke fram 
bushfires, salt spray, and wind-blown dust. 


The many smaller industries spread around the 
State, as well as che transport and domestic 
sectors, tend to affect air quality on wider scales. 
The State currently uses about 450,000 tonnes of 
coal, 1 billion litres of petroleum products and 
730,000 tonnes of firewood and wood waste per 
year. In addition to the 4.8 million tonnes of 
carbon dioxide that this fuel consumption 
releases (about 10 tonnes per person per year), 
there are many other gases and particulates in 
the emissions that can reduce air quality; these 
include carbon monoxide (c.g. from incomplete 
combustion), hydrecarbons (e.g. from unburnt 
fuel), lead (e.g. from leaded petrol), and organic 
particulates (e.g. from diesel engines and 
firewoud). 


PERSONS CONCERNED ABOUT AIR POLLUTION 


Tasmania Australia 

eat OG ot 

1996 20.3 30.9 
1994 27.0 34.1 
199? 34.0 40.2 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4602.0 
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The use of wood heaters has increased 
significantly since the late 1970s to the stage 
where two out of three homes use firewood as 
their main heating fuel. The combined effect of 
thousands of heaters within a single airshed has 
led to unacceptable concentrations of fine 
particulates, especially in calm winter-time 
conditions. 


Regular air quality monitoring has been 
restricted co a number of regional-scale studies, 
mainly around Hobart and Launceston. The 
Cape Grim Monitoring Station measures air 
quality on a hemisphere-wide scale and is an 
integral part of a global network monitoring the 
atmosphere and climate. 


Educating the community about transport-related air quality 
iielen Pryor, of the Tasmanian Conservation Trust, and SO# Report 


Because Tasmania has the oldest car fleet in Australia, certain environmental hazards of motor 
transport are more significant than on the mainland. The operation of ‘Smog Busters’ in Tasmania 
aims to raise community awareness about some of these issues. 


Tasmania has proportionately more cars running on jeaded petrol, and fewer having catalytic 
converters. This means that relatively high amounts of leacl and particulates are emitted into the 
atmosphere. Monitoring in the lobart suburh of Moonah has shown a decline in lead levels since the 
introduction of unleaded petrol. However, the continuing exposure of young children ro lead is a 
concern, as it is known to impair their intellectual ability. Also, the links berween particulares and 
respiratory discases (including cancer) are becoming more firmly established. 


Since the change to unleaded petrol, benzene levels in petrol have been increased to improve engine 
performance. This is of concern because benzene is toxic and a known carcinogen, but is-net 
monitored in Tasmania. Atmospheric concentrations of carbon monoxide are also a concern, with the 
jevels of this toxic yas in Hobart’s central business district exceeding World Health Organisation 
standards for more than one third of a two-month period during 1991 (Power 1991). 


Continued residential and industrial development in the urban-rural fringe is making people 
increasingly dependent on the motor vehicle. Furthermore, public transport in Tasmania relies 
primarily on bus services, which are perceived as inconvenient, infrequent and unreliable. 


Recognising the importance of community action in generating change, the Commonwealth 
Government, through its Environmental Protection Agency, has responded to the problem of 
increasing car use and its resultant detrimental effects on air quality by providing $516,000 to the 
community based Smog Busters network. The network has the following objectives: 


# to raise community awareness of pollution issues arising from motor vehicle emissions: 

e to mobilise community resources to promote increased use of public transport; and 

* (0 test the effectiveness of community action as a means of promoting air quality objectives. 

In Tasmania, the Smog Busters Project Officer, working with the Tasmanian Conservation ‘lrust, is 


focusing on the Main Road corridor fram Glenorchy to the Hobart Central Business District. 


In addition, a Public Transport Users’ Group has been established to represent community concerns 
about public transport and to encourage the development of user-friendly public transport within the 
State. 


Water 
Freshwater 


Securing a clean and reliable water supply is one 
of the main factors affecting human 
development, Freshwater pollution was the 
second mest nominated environmental concern 
of Tasmanians in 1996. The percentage of 
Tasmanians nominating freshwater pollution as 
an environmental concern has fallen steadily 
since 1992. The level of concern and downward 
trend arc close to the national averages. 


The health of our waterways relics on the quality 
of management of the surrounding catchment. 
Australia's catchments and rivers have been 
radically altered through human usage of water, 
urban and industrial development and land use 
practices. This has often resulted in a reduction 
of water quantity anel a deterioration in water 
quality, 


Effects of settlements and industry 


Most inland towns in ‘Tasmania have treatment 
plants to treat domestic, and sometimes 
industrial, wastes. Some of the newer plants 
dispose of effluent through irrigation, most 
plants still discharge to inland waters. Despite 
providing secondary treatement which removes 
bacterial and vira! pathogens these plants are still 
a significant source of pollutants to inland 
waters, discharging organic matter, suspenced 
solids, and nutrients. Moreover, while septic 
systems are common, possibly half of all rural 
properties are stil! discharging untreated effluent. 


The clearing and construction work associated 
with urban expansion leads to soi! erosion and 
high sediment levels in rivers and streams. By 
creating large areas of sealed surfaces, urban 
areas increase run-off, which increases the 
chances of flash flooding. In addition, runoff 
from urban areas is often contaminated with 
pollutants such as oil, lead from petrol, ancl pet 
faeces. 


PERSONS CONCERNED ABOUT FRESHWATER 


POLLUTION ee 
Tasmania Australia 

a 

1996 21.4 23.7 
1994 24.6 25.5 
1992 — 30.2 29.9 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4602.0 
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Some groundwater pollution has also occurred; 
most commonly from municipal landfill sites, 
leaking fuel storage tanks, manufacturing plants, 
and abattoirs. 


Mining impacts 


Most of che large metaliferous mines in 
Tasmania arc on the West Coast. In these mines 
the percolation of oxygenated water through the 
workings and waste rock dumps generates acid 
mine drainage: an acidic fluid, rich in metals 
leached fram the minerals in the rocks. Both the 
low pH and metals can cause severe ecological 
damage when i mixes with streams and 
groundwater, On-site ore processing also 
generates wastewater, polluted mainly with 
heavy metals ane suspended solids. Most mines 
treat the wastewater lo reduce the pollutant 
load, Coai mines ancl quarries also produce 
suspended solids,rock flour or coal fines, which 
are washed into streams. 


The Mount Lyell copper mine is a striking case of 
what can happen when wastes are not treated. 
Mining started at Mt Lyell in the 1880s, with 
on-site ore concentration commencing in 1922, 
Waste (tailings) from the mine and concentrator 
were dumped into the the Queen River, a major 
tributary of the King River, along with huge 
volumes of acidic, metal-rich water flowing from 
the workings. Being alkaline, the tailings 
neutralised some of the acid mine drainage, 
partly reducing the water's acidity and heavy 
metal loacd. 


Since mining began, about 100 million tonnes of 
tailings have washed into the King River, 
choking the river and forming a 250 ha delta 
where it enters Macquarie Harbour. 


After the mine lease changed hands in late 1995, 
there was a change in operating practices. 
‘Tailings are no longer dumped into the river 
system. However, in fixing one problem another 
was created. Acid water continues to enter the 
river, and without the buffering previously 
provided by the alkaline tailings, the acidity in 
the Quecn and King rivers has increased, and 
dissolved metal concentrations have greatly 
increased, to levels highly toxic co aquatic life. 
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After more than three vears of research, the final 
report of the Mount Lyell Remediation, Research 
and Demonstration Program was released in 
September 1997, It has recommended a range of 
strategies to remediate what is arguably 
Australia’s most polluted river. 


Water storages 


In the settled areas of Tasmania the rivers during 
winter have a flow in excess of that needed to 
supply the human population’s wants, but 
during summer the flow can be lower than what 
is desired. The storage of water in dams to 
provide for the summer time use of water is 
therefore crucial to Tasmania's economy, 


Very little water is actually ‘consumed!’ in 
Tasmania, nearly 97% of the water used each 
year runs through the power curbines of the 
Hydro-Electric Corporation. The impacts 
associated with power developments, irrigation 
schemes, and town water supplies include 
inundation, river diversion leading to flow 
reduction in some places and increased flows 
and stream erosion in others, water levels 
fluctuating in unnatural cycles, stagnation or 
eutrophication of the water, fish kills, and other 
ecological changes. In some instances, impacts 
associated with power generation have led the 
HEC to change its operation procedures in 
favour of environmental protection over systern 
oOptinusavion. 


Alteration of wetlands 


Wetlands are areas permanently or periodically 
inundated by water where sediments and 
nutrients accumulate. They form a critical link in 
many terrestrial and aquatic food webs, and the 
accumulation of nutrients means that they are 
highly productive areas. Wetlands support flora 
and fauna that have evolved to survive in a 
diverse and changeable environment. They have 
an important role in ensuring water quality by 
both physically filtering water and by removing 
chemicals through uptake by growing aquatic 
plants. They also help to control flooding hy 
absorbing large amounts of water and then 
slowly releasing it down creeks and rivers or 
directly into the ground water table. 


Drainage for agriculture is the major cause of 
decline of wetlands in Tasmania. Large areas of 
the north-east, north-west, and the east coast of 
Flinders Island were drained and cleared as part 
of the Soldier Settlement Schemes. Small 
wetiands and streams have heen particularly 
affected by grazing, as stock trampie and cat 
riparian vegetation and dirty the water when 


they wade in to drink. State-wide, at least 7000 
ha of Tasmania’s wetlands have heen destroved 
by agricultural developments (Kirkpatrick 1991), 


Urbanisation is another pressure responsible for 
the decline in the diversity and complexity of 
wetlands in Tasmania. Some wetlands near town 
centres have been fillecl in, while others have 
been changed by the increased sediment and 
nutrient load from urban run-off, which often 
favours exotic species over native species. 


Around 800 wetlands covering 41,546 ha have 
been identified in Tasmania. Of these, 42 are 
considered of national importance, with a 
further 61 considered to be of State significance. 
Ten are considered to be of international 
significance and are listed on the Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands, however, only one of 
these is an inland wetland (the rest are coastal 
wetlands), 


Forestry, agriculture, and land clearance 


Clearing of forest and woodland for forestry, 
pastures, and crapping substantially increases 
the volume of run-off and can increase the 
amount of sediment carried into streams. Along 
with the removal of riparian vegetation, these 
practices increase the flow rates of rivers, 
potentially increase stream erosion, smother 
aquatic life, and reduce water-quality 
downstream. Drainage to combat rising water 
tables often adds salty water to rivers. Nutrients 
from eroded soils, fertilizers, and animal wastes 
can contribute to algal blooms. Irrigation 
systems and farm dams alter the natural flow 
regimes in many rivers, putting further pressure: 
on the aquatic ecology. 


The use of herhicicdes and pesticides creates the 
potential for chernical pollution with the more 
persistent compounds remaining active in the 
food chain for many years. Whilst fewer than in 
the past, contamination problems stull occur; 
with the use of the herbicide atrazine attracting 
particular attention in recent years. 


New Tasmanian research is indicating that when 
the Forest Practices Code is strictly adhered to, 
most impacts on inland waters are greatly 
reduced, some to negligible levels. Also, many 
impacts are reversible with reafforestation, The 
implementation of sustainable land management 
programs, Landcare projects, and other 
initiatives such as the development of a State 
Policy on the Protection of Agricultural Land will 
help reduce the water quality problems in 
agricultural catchments. 


Responses 

The past two years have seen a number of 
significant steps towards improving the 
management of ‘l'asmania’s inland waters. [n 
January 1996 the Environmental Management 
and Pollution Control Act 1994 (Tas.) came into 
full force. The central principle of this Act is to 
prevent ‘environmental harm’. In addition, a 
comprehensive review of the legislation covering 
‘water management in Tasmania has been 
announced, Due to be placed before Parliament 
by late 1998, this review is likely to recommend 
the overhaul and simplification of many of 
pieces of legislation, in particular the Water Act 
1957 (Tas.}. It will also assist in the 
implemention the Council of Australian 
Governments suggested reforms of the water 
industry. 


In October 1997 the State Parliament approved 
the State Policy on Water Quality Management. 
This policy promotes integrated catchment 
management, and is in keeping with the National 
Water Quality Management Strategy, 


Estuarine and marine 


The percentage of Tasmanians nominating 
ocean pollution as an environmental concern 
has fallen steadily since 1992. This parallels a 
similar decline for all Australians. 


By far the most well known impact on the 
Tasmanian marine environment is point-source 
industrial pollution and sewage effluent. 
However, run-off from farms, forests and urban 
areas arc all sources of pollution of the coastal 
zone, and most arrives via the rivers and streams 
scattered along the coast. This pollution is 
probably the chief cause of water-quality 
degradation in terms of organic suspended! 
solids, nutrients, chemical contaminants and so 
on, particularly if there is significant soil erosion 
ina watershed. Observations of coastal seagrass 
meadows (Rees 1993: Prestedge n.d.) have 
shown strong links between onshore changes 
and maring ecosystem variation. 


Effects of settlements and industry 


The degree and nature of effluent treatment for 
Tasmania‘'s domestic, commercial and industrial 
wastes varies considerably. Some industries treat 
their waste whilst others rely on the sewerage 
system. Most of Tasmania’s sewage treatment 
plants now have secondary treatment of wastes. 


Heavy metals, suspended solicls, nutrients, and 
arganic wastes have been the main pollutants. 
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PERSONS CONCERNED ABOLITT OCEAN 


POLLUTION 

“Tasmania Australia. 
ee ee cia ia] 
1996 21.3 23.8 
1994 276.3 26.7 
1992 34.7 323 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 4602.0 


Mctals can poison the marine food web, making 
fish and shellfish unfit for human consumption. 
Suspended solids smother marine life while 
organic wastes deplete the water of dissolved 
oxygen, while excess nutrients promote 
excessive algal growth which can lead to blooms. 


The State's large mineral processors, its three 
pulp and paper mills, and the major food 
processors have greatly reduced the quantities 
of pollutants they emit. Unfortunately, it is 
becoming apparent that areas of the Tasmanian 
marine environment have been subjected to 
heavy contamination for so long that in places 
such as the River Derwent, deposits of polluted 
sediments arc releasing considerable amounts of 
contaminants back into the estuarine system. In 
contrast, the less heavily polluted Huon estuary 
has been recovering more quickly after the 
improvements to effluent treatment around its — 
shores. 


Even though treatment of domestic and 
industria cffluent has improved, contaminated 
urban run-off/stormwater is of increasing 
concern. Stormwater run-off washes litter, 
leaves, oils, brake dust, petrol residues, dust, 
soil, nutrients, microorganisms, human and 
animal sewage (especially dog faeces), 
pesticides, herbicides, polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), solvents, detergents and hcavy metals 
into coastal waters. 


Fisheries and marine farming 

‘Tasmania has seen some of its sea fisheries 
collapse following over-exploitation in the past. 
Recently, it appeared that the rock lobster 
harvest was becoming unsustainable and new 
controls are being implemented to protect 
stocks. Marine farming has been developing 
strongly in Tasmania, but if not managed 
cHfectively, the marine environment can rapidly 
be degraded (especially by the build-up of 
wastes around the farms). 
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Marine reserves 


Formal recognition of the importance of 
preserving Tasmania’s marine environment from 
the pressures of human exploitation has lagged 
behind that of terrestrial systems. Many areas 
protected befure the 1990s were for bird 
sanctuaries. Despite the poor state of knowlege 
about Tasmania’s marine environment, a more 
coherent strategy for marine conservation has 
been under developnient in Tasmania since 
1991. A new system of marine reserves was 
initiated to: 


* protect and preserve flora and fauna, 
ecosystems and features of special scientific, 
archaeological or historic importance; 


« provide a range of interpretative facilities and 
educational activities; 


e encourage natural history study and scientific 
research; and 


e encourage recreational value which is 
consistent with the conservation and 
restoration Of the natural environment. 


Since then, four new marine reserves have been 
declared at: Maria [sland (1900 ha}; Governor 
Island (60 ha); Tinderbox (45 ha}; and Ninepin 
Point (60 ha). 


Developments in management 


As with its inland watcrs, the management of 
Tasmania's marine environment had evolved 
into an inefficent patchwork of laws, regulations, 
and policies. Recent legislation (the Lizivg 
Marine Resources Management Act 1995 (Tas.} 
and the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 
(Tas.}} aims to achieve sustainahility in the 
management of the marine living resources of 
Tasmania and the aquaculture industry. 


In response to the historical, economic, 
scientific, cultural, and recreational importance 
of the coast, the Tasmanian Parliament approved 
the State Coastal Policy. It is a statutory 
document, and therefore binding on all State 
agencies and local government. The Policy's 
major principles are: 


« development of the coast shall be done 
sustainably, 


» nacural and cultural values of the coast shall 
be protected; and 


e integrated management and protection of the 
coastal zone is a shared responsibility. 


Land 


In 1996, 7.0% of Tasmanians nominated land 
degradation as an environmental concern. This 
figure is close to the overall percentage of 
Australians nominating the same concern 
(7.7%), Since 1992, land degradation has 
declined as a concern, both in Tasmania and 
nationally. 


European land management practices have led 
to considerable land clearing and modification. 
Some soils have been compacted by stock and 
others have been structurally alecred by tilling 
andl the acldition of fertilisers. Many plant 
communities are under stress caused by altered 
fire regimes and changes in the soil. Weed 
invasion, and grazing by stock and possums is 
slowing tree regeneration. These pressures are 
threatening same plant communities with 
extincuon. 


Water erosion on cleared lands and altered soils 
severe enough (0 require treatment has effected 
about 3% of of the agricultural land in the State 
(Grice 1995). Nutrients are being removed by 
soil erosion and the use of Fertilisers to boast 
productivity has increased the amount of 
cadmium in some soils. This has lead to limits 
being placed on cadmium levels (plus lead and 
mercury) in fertilisers. ~ 


The replacement of deep-rooted native 
vegetation with shallow-roated pastures anc 
annual crops, excessive irrigalion, inadequate 
drainage and grazing pressures produce rising 
water tables. Watcrlogging can result and as 
most soils and groundwater contain at least 
some salt, sale scalels can develop. This 1s a lesser 
problem than on the mainland with Jess than 1% 
of the total agricultural area of Tasmania affected 
(Grice 1995). 


Landcare initatives, new sustainable land 
management programs, the development of a 
State Policy on the protection of agricultural 
lands, and other initatives will help these types 


PERSONS CONCERNED ABOUT SOIL 
EROSION/SALINITY/LAND DEGRADATION 


Tasmania : “Austratia 
a ee ee eRe 
1996 7.0 77 
19394 8.3 9.6 


1997 16.5 15.3 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 4602.0 


of problems in agricultural areas. New practices, 
such as those in che Forest Practices Code, and 
rehabilitation strategies have already markedly 


Chapter 2 — Environmental issues 33 


The total waste volume for both domestic and 
indlustrial sources in Tasmania is approximately 
38 million m? per year. This is made up of: 


reduced land degradation problems that used to Ao ate ; 
be associated with forestry and mining. + domestic waste 34 million m” per year (906); 
* industrial waste with appropriate disposal 3.1 
. million m* per year (8%); and 
Recycling and Waste 

Disposal 


In 1996, residents of Tasmania, along with 
Qucensland and the Northern Territory, had 
fewer environmental concerns about garbage 
disposal than Australians on the whale. Between 
1992 and 1996 the rate of concern about garbage 
disposal in ‘Tasmania feli more quickly than it did 
nationally. 


* industrial waste with inadequate disposal 0.7 
million m? per year (2%), 


In terms of solid waste, ‘Tasmanians generate 
about 1 conne per person per year. This figure is 
both close to the Australian average, and 
amongst the highest in the OECD. Landfill is the 
most common method of solid-waste disposal. 


Consumers have reduced waste generauion 
through recycling and composting. The 
proportion of households recycling various 
items has shawn a substanual increase since 


PERSONS CONCERNED ABOUT 1992. This is true, both on a state and national 


GARBAGE/RUBBISH/D ISPOSAL level. Nationally, almost every selected item was 
TAstanla plas recycled by a larger proportion of households in 
4qo0~—t”éti‘(‘(‘ ‘C é‘(‘ié;;!W}WUC«OLOSO!”~*~*~;~;~;”:”::CC 1996 compared with 1992. Although the 
1994 12.4 15.7 proportion af households recycling in Tasmania 
1992 24.5 22.9 is increasing, it is still generally behind the 


national rates for a number of items including 
paper, glass, and cans, 


Source: ABS catalogue 4602.0 


HOUSEHOLDS RECYCLING 


NSW Vic Qld SA WA, Tas. NT ACT Aust. 
tom recycled % % % % Ea 3a Es cn % 
March 1996 
Paper 76.1 8768 ‘13 702 67.7 63.1 39.1 984 74.5 
Glass 74.0 749 76.8 749 60.5 683 30.4 96.4 73.4 
Cans 57.2 618 70.2 70.5 58.2 53.3 26.2 88.5 62.1 
Plastic 63.6 67.8 75.8 68.4 55.3 62.8 39.9 93.5 66.8 
Kitchen/food waste 410 469 46.4 472 41.5 55.8 43.7 G4.7 44.9 
Garden waste 48.1 52.5 53.9 51.9 44.6 55.0 §1.6 70.6 50.8 
Old clothing/rags 66.2 67.4 87.4 63.7 65.2 667 608 77.1 66.6 
No recycling 10.1 a7 7.9 8.2 126 10.0 20.4 ia} 9,4 
All items recycled 6.1 5.7 7.0 5.0 5.9 Bl fa) 15.8 6.2 

Percentage point change since May 1992 
Paper 20.6 9.7 34.1 26.8 3.2 247 124 344 198 
Glass 22.7 49 33.5 18.8 36 214 154 408 184 
Cans 17.7 8.1 35,9 18.1 4G 27.3 5.4 59.8 18.0 
Plastic 30.0 19.9 412 35.0 202 3256 253 60.3 23.5 
Kitchen‘fage waste 10.9 6.3 12.2 77 4.8 9.4 63 23.5 9.3 
Garden waste 6.8 o.4 2.8 40 -1.1 1.4 pd ae EF A 3.5 
Old clothing/rags 7.3 0.6 45 O8 -44 3.0 3.5 3.4 3.3 
No recycling 7.5 -18 -dli -110 -O1 -90  -268 (a) -5.9 


ia) Unreiiable estimate. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 4602.0 
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CHAPTER 3 


Geography 


The State of Tasmania is a vroup of islancls lying 
south of the south-easc corner of the Australian 
mainland. Roughly shield-shaped, with the 
greatest breadth in the north, the Tasmanian 
mainland extends from latitucle 40°38" south to 
43°39 south, and from longitude 144°36' east to 
148°23' cast. 


The coastline is bound by the Southern Ocean 
on the south and west and the Tasman Sea on 
the east. Approximately 240 kilometres-wide 
Bass Strait separates the island from the 
Australian mainland. Macquarie Isiand, a part of 
the State, is situated at 54°38" south, 158°53' east 
in the Southern Ocean, 


‘The area of the whole State, including the lesser 
islands, is 68,049 square kilometres or about 
0.9% of the total area of Australia; it is just under 
one-third the size of Victoria, the smallest 
mainland State. 


A Hagley farmer 
watches jubilantly as 
rain falls on his crop 
of peas. The greatest 
qumber of rain days 
in a year in Tasmania 
was 314 at Waratah in 
the north-west in 
1955; an Australian 
record. 


Apart fram the Great Dividing Range in the east, 
continental Australia is predominantly a land of 
low plateaux and plains with litde relief. In 
contrast, Tasmania could be called the island of 
mountains, since it has the largest proportion of 
high country to total area, compared with the 
other States. 


Mainland Australia, extending north of the 
‘Tropic of Capricorn, and with much of its area in 
the zone of the sub-tropical anti-cyclones, is 
basically a warm, dry continent. Tasmania is in 
the temperate zone and practically the whole 
island is well watered wich no marked seasonal 
concentration, there aré no deserts or drought 
areas as found extensively on the adjacent 
mainiand, 


Being south of latitude 40°, it is an the edge of 
the wind belt commonly known as the Roaring 
Forties and, with Souch America, the nearest 
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land mass co che west, Tasmania’s weather is 
subject ac times to strong winds and heavy rain 
about the sourh and west coastal areas. Its 
insular position provides protection against 
temperature extremes; che variation between 
summer and winter mean temperatures in 
coastal towns rarely exceeds 8"C. 


Physiography 

Tasmania, a mere 296 kilometres from north to 
south and 315 kilometres from east tu west, has 
a wide varicty of mountains, plateaux and plains, 
of rivers, lakes, and tarns, of forest, moorland 
and grassland, of towns, farms and uninhabited 
COUNTY. 


The temperate maritime climate partly explains 
‘Tasmania being called the most English of all 
States but other factors operate to heighten the 
comparison—the pattern of agricultural 
settlement with orchards, hedges and hopfields, 
the lake country; the early freestone architecture 
still common in the east and south-east and the 
roadsides and villages dotted with oaks, elms 
and poplars. 


With 8 mountains exceeding 1,500 metres, 28 
above 1,220 and a substantial part of che Central 
Plateau above 900 metres, Tasmania is an island 
of mountains. The tallest is Mt Ossa (1,617 
metres) located with a group of mountains, 
inclucling Cradle Mountain, to the north-east of 
Queenstown and west of the highland lake 
country on the Central Plateau containing Lake 
St Clair, Australia's deepest natural freshwater 
lake. 


Although its rivers are short, Tasmania is 
covered with a network of rivers and lake 
systerns. In the south, the Derwent flows from 
the Central Highlands past Eiobart, provicing 
one of the world’s best harbours, to the sea at 
Storm Bay. The Gordon River takes the waters of 
Lake Gordon and Lake Pedder and is joined by 
the Franklin River before flowing into Macquarie 
Harbour in the west. 


The Huan River drains castwards from its 
headwaters at Scotts Peak Dam on Lake Pedder, 
reaching the sea in 1 Entrecastcaux Channel 
south of Hobart. The State’s longest river is the 
South Esk, which flows from che north-east to 
join the North Esk at Launceston to create the 
Tamar. Other rivers include the Mersey, Forth 
and Leven, which flow to the North Coast, ancl 
the Pieman and Arthur rivers on the West Coast. 


PHYSICAL FEATURES 
MAJOR ISLANDS — area (km*1 
Bruny 355 
Cape Barren A462 
Clarke 82 
Flinders 1341 
Hunter Ti 
King 1094 
Macquarie 123 
Maria 104 
Robbins 99 
Schouten 28 
Three Hummeck 70 
Other islands 137 
Mairlard Tasmania 64 086 
MOUNTAINS — Height (m) 
Mt Ossa 1617 
Legges Tor 1573 
Barn Bluff 1559 
Mt Pelion West 1 560 
Cradte Mountain 1545 
Stacks Blut 1527 
Mt Massif 1514 
Mt Geryon 1510 
MAJOR LAKES — Area (km?! 
Lake Gordon (a) 280 
Lake Pedder (b} 250 
Great Lake fc) 161 
Arthurs Lake (c) 64 
Lake Sorell (c} a3 
Lake Burbury (a) 52 
Lake King Willian (a) ~ 43 
Lake Echo {¢) 40 
Lake Mackintosh (a} 31 
Lake St Clair (c) 29 
Lake Pieman [a)} 22 
RIVERS — Length (km) 
South Esk 214 
Dement 187 
Gordon 181 
Arthur 173 
Huon 163 
Mersey 160 
Franklin 120 
Pieman o7 
North Esk 86 


(a) Man-made. (o} Man-made --— inundated tie smaller 
natural Lake Pedder. (c} Natural lake enlarged by dams. 


Source: 1°250,000 topographic maps, Land information 
Bureau, Department of Environment and Land Management. 


Climate 

Tasmania, a large island in middle latitudes, 
enjoys for the most part a temperate maritime 
climate. The sea, never more than 115 km 
distant, Suppresses temperature extremes. The 
prevailing westerly airstream leads to a marked 
variation of cloudiness, rainfall and temperature. 
The result is a West Coast and highlands that are 
cool, wet and cloudy and an East Coast anel 
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lowlands that are milder, drier and sunnier. 


Summers are mild, with any hot periods rarely 
lasting more than a few days. Rainfall is generally 
lower (in both amount and frequency) in 
summer, most notably in the west and 
north-west. Afternoon sea breezes are commen 
along the coasts. 


- Winters are not excessively cold, especially 
compared to places at similar latitudes in the 
northern hernisphere that do not have the sea’s 
moderating influence. 


Westerly winds with embedded cold fronts often 
cross the State, and these can bring cold 
outbreaks and snow co low levels. Every so often 
winds will be light, the skies clear and the 
mornings cold and frosty. 


Winds 


The Roaring Forties, a belt of winds squeezed 
between the subtropical ridge and the 
sub-Antaretic trough affect Tasmania directly. 
The greatest strength and persistence of these 
winds occur during lare winter and carly spring, 
but the speed and direction vary with the 
passage of high and low pressure systems. 


In the summer months, when the westerlies are 
weak, afternoon sea breezes become the 
predominant wind in most areas. Periods of 
more humid north-easterly winds are most likely 
in the summer and early aunimn., 


Gales are most likely to come from the western 
quarter as deep lows pass just south of 
Tasmania. The highest recorded wind gust in 
Tasmania was 150 km/h in Hobart 28 September 
1965, although higher, unrecorded gusts are 
wamost certain to have occurred about the 
rugged south-west. coast. 


Temperature 


There are 3 main influences on the temperature 
climate of ‘Tasmania. Proximity to the sea 
ensures coastal locations will have a milder 
temperature regime than inland ones. 
Temperature decreases with height (by about 
0.7°C for every 100 m in the frec atmesphere), 
making elevated locations generally cooler than 
low level ones. Finally, cloudiness in the west, a 
result of the persistent westerly winds, 
suppresses daytime temperatures there. 


The normal daily temperature range close to the 
coast is around 7°C but can be double chat 
inland. The high mountains and the Central 
Plateau are remote from the sea’s moderating 
influence, and there the night temperatures in 
particular can be low, especially in winter. 
‘Vasmania only occasionally experiences the hot 
days common in the mainland States. High 
temperatures in the east and the south-east 
generally occur when warm air is advected 
across the State from the mainland. Bass Strait 
cools the lower layers of this air, moderating 
temperatures along the northern coast. 


Mean maxintum temperatures curing summer 
are in the range of 18°C to 23°C, and during 
winter between 9°C and 14°C. In elevated 
regions the temperatures are about 53°C lower, 
Maximum temperatures may approach 40°C in 
the east and south-cast of Tasmania during 
January and February, generally the hottest 
months throughout the State. The highest 
teroperature in Tasmania has been 408°C, 
recorded at Bushy Park on 26 December 1945 
and at Hobart Regional Office on + January 1976. 


Mean minimum lemperatures during the 
summer months range from about LO°C to 15°C 
except at elevated locations away from the coast, 


CAPITAL CITIES CLIMATIC AVERAGES (a) 


ES Hoban Melbourne ‘Sydney Brisbane Darwin Adelaide Canberra Perth 

Temperature (°C) (b) {c) 

Mean daihy maximum 17.2 20.0 22.1 25,4 32.0 221 19.6 23.4 

Mean daily minimurn 8.7 11.0 14.2 15.8 23.3 12.0 65 140 

Extreme highest 40.8 45.6 45,3 39.6 38.9 46.1 42.2 46.7? 

Extreme lowest -2.8 -2.8 21 0.6 16.4 O4 -10.0 =Li 
Sunshine 

Mean daily hours {d) 6.1 6.2 71 8.0 8.6 7.5 7.5 8.3 
Rainfall fe) 

Mean annual (mm) 586 639 1302 1225 1719 561 623 819 

Mean annual days of rain 151 143 136 122 114 133 105 116 


(a) Where sufficient data are nat available from a central cily location, chservations frarn the nearby airport have been used. {b) 
Temperature means are Dased on available data fram 1961 to L9SO. ic} Temperature extremes are based on all available data; 
from Adelaide this includes both the current Kent Town site and tie old West Terrace site. (a) Sunshine means are based on 
available data from 1977 to 1996, (e) Ratnfall means are based on available data from 1961 to 1990. 


Source: Bureau of Meteorology 
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TEMPERATURES AT SELECTED STATIONS, TASMANIA, 1996 (°C) __ 


Summer AUTUTr Winter Spring 

(Dec to Feb) (Mar to May) Cure to Aug) (Sep to Nov) 

Mean Mean Mean Mean Mean Vlean Mean Mean 

Station max. min. max. min. max. min. max. min. 
Burnie 19.6 12.2 172 10.1 12.8 6.7 15.2 79 
Bushy Park 217 3.0 17.2 5.6 11.9 2.0 16.9 4.8 
Currie PO 18.8 11.2 17.1 10.3 13.7 8.7 15.6 9.5 
Flinders Island Airport 19,5 1206 17.6 10.4 13.6 6.8 16.5 8.5 
Hobart (Ellerslié Rd} 19.2 44.1 16.8 3.0 12.4 5.4 16.6 7.6 
Launceston Airport 21.1 9.6 16.8 6.2 11.4 3.1 15.3 5.5 
Liawenee 16.4 43 11.2 18 5.5 -1.7 10.4 0.0 
Macquarie Island 8.3 48 7.5 4.2 47 1.4 63 2.8 
Smithton 20.3 10.0 17.2 7.6 12.9 4.34 15.8 6.4 
Strahan Airport 19.8 3.1 16.9 7.8 12.5 5.0 15.6 6.8 
Swansea 19.8 10.9 17.8 31 43.5 4.6 17.4 7.0 


source: Gureau of Meteorology 


where mean minimum temperatures range from 
$°C to &C. During winter, mean minimurn 
ternperatures are typically in the range 4°C to 
6°C in coastal areas, and between -2°C and +2°C 
in elevated and inland areas. The lowest 
temperature on record is -13°C, at Shannon, 
Tarraleah and Butlers Gorge on 30 june 1983. 


Rainfall 


The interaction of airstream and topography is 
the main factor governing rainfall in Tasmania. 
Consequendy the annual rainfall varics markedly 
across the State, averaging less than 600 mm in 
the Midlands but over 3,500 mm in some part of 
the mountainous west. The highest rainfalls 
occur in remete, unpopulated regions, 


On the west coastal strip, average annual rainfall 
is around 1,300 mm, but it is more than double 
this on the nearby mountains. This is a result of 
the mountains intercepting the moisture laden 
westerly winds, forcing the air to rise and cool, 
and rain to form. These westerly winds are less 
common in the warmer months, and in the west 
the rainfall in winter months is dauble that 
received in summer. 


Annual totals decrease further to the east, then 
decline rapidly as the land falls away into the 
Midlands and the Derwent Valley. Flere, the air 
in westerly winds descends and warms, and 
rairifall is less likely. 


Along the North-west Coast, annual avcragcs are 
araund 800 mm, but the marked increase away 


from the coast (and into the hills) is also evident. 


Like the West Coast, rain is more prevalent in 
the winter. In the south-east corner, the high 
country extends almost to the shore but the 
annual rainfall falls away to around 600 mm on 


the coast. The peaks of the north-east highlands 
have annual totals more than 1,500 mm, with the 
heaviest falls there coming not from westerly 
winds but as a result of east coast lows. 


Whilst Tasmania experiences a generally reliable 
rainfall, there are periods when rainfall is 
significantly below or above the average. These 
aré due mainly to changes to the broad scale 
meteorological and oceanographic situation, 
which affects the number of rain bearing systems 
over the State. Rainfalt is less reliable over the 
eastern half of the State than in the west. 


The highest rainfall accumulated in a calendar 
year was 4,504 mm at Lake Margaret Dam, in the 
highlands of the West Coast, in 1948. The 
greatest number of rain days in a year was 314 at 
Waratah in the North-west in 1955, which was a 
record for Australia. 


The highest rainfall in 24 hours between 
successive 9 am. readings was 352 mm at 
Cullenswood (in the north-east highlands), on 
22 March 1974. 


Snow, hail and thunderstorms 


In the highlands, above the 900 metre level, 
snow can occur at any time of the year. Heaviest 
snowfalis tend to occur in July and August. 
Extensive snow below 150 metres occurs jess 
than once every 2 years on average, associated 
with a vigorous outbreak of cold air from the 
deep south. There is no permanent snowline, 
but patches of snow often remain on the highest 
peaks until December. 


Thunderstorms may occur throughout 
Tasmania, but are more common in the west 
and north of the State. Accurate statistics about 


ANNUAL RAINFALL, TASMANIA 


Station 

Bicheno 

Burnie 

Bushy Park 

Currie {Post Office) 
Devonport Airport 
Flinders Island Airport 
Glenorchy Reservoir 
Hobart (Ellerslie Road) 
Hobart Airport 

Lake Margaret (Power Station) 
Launceston [Tt Treé Bend) 
Launceston Airport 
Liawenee 

Macquarie Island 
Queenstown (CMT) 
Scottsdale 

Smithton 

Southport 

St Helens {Post Office) 
Strahan Airport 
Srathgardon 

Swansea 

Wacddamana 
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1994 1995 1996 Long-term 
mim mm mm average (a! 
455 846 fi? La. 
717 947 11271 ga? 
570 550) 728 601 
T22 634 ra. 902 
492 740 875 816 
527 629 745 T80 
7O4 839 999 764 
455 642 #50 586 
334 631 563 313 

3 438 2 985 3527 2 898 
493 696 La. fa. 
465 er? La. 660 

1079 G41 1427 na. 

1081 973 n.d. S06 

2 867 2 552 na. 2 468 
678 924 14131 na. 

1034 1023 1320 4104 
na. 1225 1295 na. 
500 812 693 754 
na. 1653 2 016 ne, 

2317 2 460 na. ra. 
2f2 752 558 af? 
888 T82 1 038 805 


ia} Atleast 25 years of observations are required for the calculation of this figure. The 


period covers 1961 to 1990. 
Source: Bureau of Meteorology 


thunderstorms are clifficult to accumulate but 
the available information suggests there are 
fewer than 10 per vear at any location in 
Tasmania. Severe thunderstorms (those 
thunderstorms procucing gusts greater than 

90 km-h, tornadoes, large hail or flash flooding) 
are much less frequent, Recent notable severe 
thunderstorms include the Pyengana storm of 
9 December 1985, when rainfall rates in excess 
of 120 mm/hr caused flash flooding. The 
Smithton tornado of 22 November 1992 
damaged 12 homes, ieft a trail of destruction 14 
kms long and had wind speeds estimated to 
have reached 280 km/h. 


5miall hail, less than a couple of millimetres in 
width, may occur in showers that develop in 
cold air, but larger hail is associated only with 
thunderstorms. The far south-west of Tasmania 
has the highest number of days of hail 
occurrence recorded in Australia; most of this 
takes the form of showers of small 
(non-thunderstorm) hail. 


Floods 


In Tasmania, foods predominantly occur in 
autumn, winter and spring. However, they can 
occur at any time of the year and some of the 
most significant floods have occurred in 


summer. The annual flood damage bill averages 
about $5.1 million. 


One river system that experiences serious 
flooding is the South Esk River, This, along with 
the Macquarie, Meander and the North Esk 
rivers, forms the ‘Tamar River Basin, with a 
combined catchment area of nearly 9,000 square 
kilametres. Floods can be widespread and 
disruptive, affecting Launceston and Longford, 

as well as many small rural townships. 
Twenty-two people drowned in April 1929, the 
greatest loss of life for any single Australian floud. 


Minor floods in the Derwent, Forth and Mersey 
rivers do not occur with the same regularity as in 
the South Esk, because of the Hydro-Electric 
Corporation power generation storages. 
However, these storages have little effect during 
major floods. Record floods swamped New 
Norfolk in April 1960. 


Many of the smaller river systems in the north 
and narth-west, about the Ease Coast and the 
south-east are subject to flash flooding. The 
rapid rise and fall of these fast owing systems 
can cause significant damage. The Hobart floods 
of April 1960 caused about £546,000 of damage. 
Flash floods about the south-east in February 
1996 resulted in a $10 million damage bill. 


oe 
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River levels in the Huon River can also rise very 
quickly, particularly during spring when 
snowmelt can be significant. Flooding of rivers in 
the west and south of the State go largely 
unnoticed as they pass through rugged, sparscly 
populated regions. 


Humidity 

The mean relative humiclity exceeds 50% at most 
Tasmanian stations throughout the year, the 
exceptions being inland stations in summer. 
Relative humidity is generally higher in the 
morming than the afternoon, and higher in 
coastal areas than inland. Days of high 
temperature combined with uncomfortably high 
humidity arc rare, and usually associated with a 
north-easterly airstream. In the east, south-east 
and the Fingal Valley, warm dry winds froma 
west or north-west direction may occasionally 
have a relative humidity as low as 10%. This is a 
result of air descending from just above 
mountainous terrain inte lowlands. 


Evaporation 


In the northern Midlands the annual evaporation 
is nearly 1,500 mm due largely to the prevalence 
of winds coming from the Western Tiers, which 
become warmer and drier as they descend. This 
area of high evaporation extends to the lower 
Derwent Valley and the Huon. Mean monthly 
evaporation is nearly 200 mm in the summec in 
these areas, but is closer to 30 mm in winter. 
Evaporation in western, central and souchern 
regions is much lower, normally less than 

750 mm each year, ranging benween 15 mm per 
month in winter and about 100 mm per month 
in Summer, 


Droughts 


Droughts have not affected ‘Tasmania as severely 
as the Australian mainland, However, there have 
heen several droughts in the history of 
Tasmardan settlement that have had serious 
consequences. Drought in Tasmania is gencrally 
not widespread, instead affecting only some 
regions. It is not unknown for one part of the 
State to be experiencing very low rainfall while 
elsewhere the rainfall is very much above 
normal. Recent significant droughts are those of 
1982-83, 1987-88 and 1993-95, 


Bushfires 


Bushfires are a regular feature during the 
warmer months in Tasmania. Although 
occasionally caused by lightning, they are morc 
frequently started by accidental or deliberate 


human activily. The highly flammable nature of 
the buttongrass moorlands of western Tasmania 
allows fires fanned. by strong winds to burn large 
areas, even when the ground is waterlogged. 
Bushfires in forest areas generally develop after a 
dry spell and may become particularly 
dangerous at times of strong wind, high 
temperature and low humidicy, such as ahead of 
some cold fronts. The most significant damaging 
bushfires in recent history were those of 

¥ February 1967 in south-east Tasmania, in 
which 62 people died and nearly 1,500 major 
buildings were destroyed. Other recent major 
fires include the Zeehan fire of 3 February 19381, 
which destroyed 39 humes, and the Pelverata 
and Bonnet Hill fires of 25 February 1991 in 
which 6 houses were burnt. 


Sunshine 


At Tasmania's latirude there is a marked change 
in day length from summer to winter. In 
midsummer there can be over 15 hours of bright 
sunlight; ewilight can extend to as late as 

9.30 p.m. (daylight saving time). The lower solar 
angle in midwinter cuts sunshine to around 9 
hours, with darkness falling by $.15 p.m. Cloud, 
rain and nearby hills will further reduce che 
amount of bright sunshine on most cays. 


In January, the West Coast averages around 6 
hours of bright sunshine per day while the 
northern Miclands average over 9 hours per day. 
Winter values are much less, averaging less than 
2 hours in the west and around 4 hours in the 
Gast, 


Frost and fog 


Frosts can occur throughout the year in all arcas 
apart from the extreme coastal strip, where the 
frost season extends from about March to 
November. The dates of first and last frost vary 
markedly from year to year. Local factors, such 
as valleys where cold air pools, heavily influence 
frast Occurrence, 


Fog is prevalent in Tasmania, particularly during 
autumn. Et also occurs frequently in winter, 
especially in the inland river valleys. Hobart is 
occasionally subject to fog. 


Fog also occurs over the inland lakes, following 
light winds and cold nights. Occasionally sea fog 
moves over coastal clistricts, especially along the 
northern and eastern coasts. 


Hobart's climate 


Rainfall 


Hobart City has the second-lowest annual 
average rainfall of any Australian capital, after 
Adelaide. There is a strong gradient in rainfall 
fram sea-level areas (around 600 mmm} to the 
elevated suburbs (more than 1,400 mm). The 

annual rainfall at the observing site in Ellerslie 
Road, Battery Point, has averaged 623 mm over 
the last 115 years. The driest vear was 1979 with 
390 mm; the wettest 1916 with 1,104 mm. 
Rainfall is fairly uniform through the year. The 
wettest month recorded was March 1946 with 
255 mm, and the driest was December 1994, 
with only 0.4 mm. 


Temperature 


Mcan daily maximum temperatures are above 
20°C in summer but below 12°C in winter. ‘There 
are about 6 clays each vear when the 
temperature exceeds 30°C, The highest 
temperature recorded, 40.8°C in January 1976, is 
also the highest for the State. On some winter 
days the temperature has not 

exceeded $°C. Mean daily minimum 
temperatures are about 12°C in summer and 5°C 


CLIMATIC DATA FOR HOBART (a) 
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in winter. Temperatures below (°C normally 
occur only once or twice each year; the lowest 
temperature recorded in Hobart City was -2.8°C 
in June 1972 and again in July 1981. 


Snow and hail 


Mount Wellington is often capped with snow 
(especially in winter and spring) but snow falis in 
Hobart City on average only once or ewice a 

year. It is cven rarer for this snow to settle on the 
ground. Hail falls on average 3 days a year, 
mostly in spring. 


Frost and fog 


Frost forms at the Battery Point site on an 
average Of 25 days each year. It is more common 
in other locations in the city, such as sheltered 
valleys. Fog forms in che city on an average of 

5 duys each year. 


Sunshine and cloud 


Daylight hours are shorter in winter than 
summer, but cloudiness varics little. The average 
for bright sunshine in January is about 8 hours 
per day, but in June it is less than 4. Cloud cover 
averages about 70% of the sky throughout the 
¥CAL, 


— 


Temperature Rainfall 

Mean daily Mean Mean ; 
Mean Mean Extreme Extreme bright Maximum manthly manthly Highest 
maximum minimum highest lowest suns*rne wind Aust total days daily total 
c C c C kmh mm mim mim 
January 215 11.8 40.8 45 7.9 130 48.9 144. 75.2 
February 21.6 11.9 35.3 3.4 7.2 121 39.9 a5 61.0 
Mareh 20.1 10.7 37.3 1.5 A.3 128 48.0 11.3 88.1 
April 17.2 8.9 30,6 OL? 5.2 141 52.9 12.4 132.3 
May 14.5 6.9 25.7 -0.7 42 135 A? 7 13.4 47.0 
June 11.8 5.1 20.1 2.8 39 147 54.5 14.0 147.3 
July 11.6 4.5 21.0 -2.8 4.4 128 53.8 15.1 63.8 
August 12.9 5.2 24.5 -1.8 5.0 14a 52.8 15.4 64.8 
September 15.0 6.3 31.0 0.4 5.9 150 51.9 15.1 156.2 
October 16.9 eae 34.6 0.6 6.5 441 62.8 16.3 65.5 
Novernber 14.5 9.2 36.8 a.3 6.9 135 54.8 14.3 63.2 
December 20.2 10.7 38.9 3.4 4 122 58.0 12.3 84.6 
Annual 16.8— 8.2 40.8 -2.8 se) 150 624.0 160.8 156.2 


(al These means and extremes are based on all available data. The period of record varies between elements; rarfall and mean 
ternperatures start in 1981, extreme temperatures in 1912, sunshine in 1934, and wind gusts in 1944. All except sunshine are 


still being recorded. 
Source: Bureau of Meteorology 


Further reading 


Burcau of Meteorology, Hobart, Worth! Weether Keview, Tasmania 
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Since 1 January 1901, Australia has beena 
federation of 6 States. In 1911, two Territories, 
the Australian Capital Territory and the Nerthern 
Territory, were transferred to the 
Commonwealth from New South Wales and 
South Australia. This federal system of 
government is based on British-derived 
parliamentary institutions (the Westminster 
system) and American-derived federal 
arrangements. Under this system, government in 
Tasmania is exercised at 3 Icvels: 


» Commonwealth Government, with autherity 
based on a written consticution and centred in 
Canberra: 


» State Government, with residual powers 
(powers not reserved for the 
Commonwealth), and centred in Hobart; and 


» local government, with authority derived from 
State Acts, and operating in 29 subdivisions of 
the State. 


CHAPTER 4 


Government 


Students irom the 
University of 
Tasmania marched 
through Hebart in 
August 1996 in 
protesc about Federal 
Budget curs to 
education and rises in 
HECS fees. 


Commonwealth Government 


Legislative power of the Commonwealth its 
vested in the Commonwealth Parliament which 
consists of the Sovereign, Queen Elizabeth I 
(represented by the Governor-General), the 
Senate and the House of Representatives. 


The Governor-General 


Under the Commornwealth Constitution, 
ultimate executive power is vested in the Crown 
ancl is exercised by the Governor-General as the 
clirect representative of the Queen. The Queen’s 
status is set out by the Avstreaiia Act 1956, 


The Governor-General’s powers include 
summoning, proroguing and dissolving 
Parliament, recommending appropriations, 
assenting to Bills, issuing writs for general 
clections, appointing and dismissing Ministers, 
submitting proposals for referendums, making 
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Proclamations and Regulations, creaung 
government departments and making statutory 
appointments. 


On 16 February 1996 Sir William Deane, a High 
Court Judge, was sworn in as Australia’s 22nd 
Governor-General. He was appointed a Knight of 
the British Empire in 1982 and a Companion in 
the Order of Australia in 1988. 


The Senate 


The Senate was originally constituted with the 
aim of protecting the rights and interests of the 
States. Today, its main function has become 
generally that of a house of review. 


Since 1984 cach State has been represented by 
12 senators. In addition, the Australian Capital 
‘Territory and the Northern Territory have been 
represented by 2 senators each since the 
election of 13 December 1975. Fach senator's 
term is normally 6 vears, as half the Senate seats 
come up for election every 3 years. However, in 
the case of a double dissolution of both Houses, 
half the senators are clected for a 6-year term 
(the first 6 elected in cach State) and half fora 
3-year term. 


In Senate elections each State is an electorate, 
Electors are required to east a vote for every 
canclidate standing within the State in order of 
their preference or for a party or group. Election 
of members is carried out in accordance with the 
principles of proportional representation by the 
single transferable vote. 


If a vacancy occurs in the Senate, che 
appropriate State Government, usually by a joint 
sitting of Parliament, nominates a replacement 
of the same political affiliation, who sits for the 
remainder of the term. 


The House of Representatives 


When designing the House of Representatives, 
the founders of the parliamentary system 
envisaged a legislative body representing the 
national interest. The party holding a majority of 
seats in the House of Representatives, chereforc 
controlling the House, provides the 
Government. Australia is divided into 148 
single-mmember electorates of which 5 must be 
Tasmanian. 


Flection of members is carried out in accordance 
with the principles of the absolutc majority 
through use of preference voting. Ifa vacancy 
occurs, it is filled by holcling a by-election. 
Elections must be held at least every 3 vears. 


Representation in the House of Representatives 
is based upon the general principle of having, as 
near as practicable, electorates with equal 
numbers of electors. This is provided by regular 
electoral redistributions undertaken by an 
independent Electoral Commission, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MEMBERSHIP BY 
STATE, 1997 


Members 

Fe: no, 
New South Wales 50 

Victoria 37 

Queensland 26 

South Australia 12 

Western Australia 14 

Tasmania 5 

Northern Territory 1 

Australian Capital Territory 3 

Total 148 


Source: Austraiian Etectora! Commission 


HOUSE GF REPRESENTATIVES, TASMANIAN 
MEMBERS, MAY 1997 


Viember Party athliation Electorate 
“Adams, D. ALP . Lyons 
Kerr, DwJ.C. ALP Denison 
Miles, €.G. Liberal Braddon 
Quick, H. ALP Franklin 
Smith, WL. __liberal Bass 


Source; Austratian Electoral Commission 


TASMANIAN SENATORS, MAY 1997 


senator Party affiliation Term expires 
Abetz, &. Liberal 41999 
Brown, RJ. Tas, Greens 2002 
Calvert, P.H. Liberal 2002 
Denman, K. ALP 1999 
Gibson, B. Liberal 1999 
Harradine, R.W.B. independent 1999 
Mackay, 5.M. ALP 2002 
Murphy, 5. ALP 1999 
Newman, J.N. Liberal 2002 
O'Brien, K. ALP 1999 
Sherry, NJ. ALP 2002 
Watson, J.O.W. Liberal 2002 


Source: 4ustralian Efectoral Commission 


— 


House of Representatives and Senate elections, 
1996 

‘The federal election of 2 March 1996 saw a 
Liberal Party—National Party Coalition 
Government elected under the leadership of the 
Prime Minister, John Howard. 


In Tasmania, the election resulted in the Labor 
Party retaining Denison, Lyons and Franklin, anc 


‘the Liberal Party gaining the seat of Bass and 


retaining the seat of Braddon. 


In the Senate the Libera! Party won 3 seats, the 
Labor Party won 2 seats and the other seat was 
won by the Tasmanian Greens Purty. 


Tasmanian Government 


The Tasmanian Constitution was limited by che 
establishment of the Commonwealth 
Constitution. In effect, the Parliament of 
Tasmania may make laws operative within the 
State upon all matters not within the exclusive 
power of the Australian Pariiament but, on those 
matters for which the Australian Government 
may also legislate, the Tasmanian law may be 
superseded by the passing of an Act by the 
Commonwealth Parliament. 


Tasmania’s legislature consists of the Queen, 
represented by the Governor, and 2 Houses of 
Parliament: the Legislative Council and the 
House of Assembly. 
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In recent times, there has been significant 
debate about parliamentary reform. The debate 
has centred around whether to dispose of the 
hicameral system, and reduce the Parliament 
from 2 Houses to 1, or to retain both Houses of 
Parliament and keep the Legislative Council. 


Dehate has also focused on whether to reduce 
the number of members, regardless of whether a 
unicameral system is adopted or a bicameral 
system is retained. 


The Governor 

The Governor of Tasmania is the representative 
of the Sovereign in the State and exercises the 
powers of the Crown in State matters, The 
Queen appoints the Governor on the advice of 
the Premicr, generally for a five-vear term. 
Powers and cuties of the Governor are similar to 
those of the Governor-General and were 
gazetted in March 1986. 


On all official State occasions, the Governor 
performs the ceremonial functions as the 
representative of the Queen, The Governor 
summons and terminates Parliament; in special 
circumstances dissolving it after considering the 
advice of the Premier. Bills which have passed all 
stages in Parliarnent are submitted to the 
Governor for assent. The Governor opens each — 
session of Parliament by outlining the legislative 
program of the Government, but takes no orher 
part in the sittings of either House. 


GOVERNORS, ACTING GOVERNORS, ADMINISTRATORS, FROM 1924 


Term of office 


Name Designation trom Ta 
Sir James O'Grady, KCMG Gaverner 23.12.24 23.12.30 
Hon, Sir Herbert Nicholls, KCMG Lieutenant-Gavernor 23.12.30 04.08.33 
Sir Ernest Clark, KCB, KCMG, CBE Governor 04,08.33 04.08.45 
Hon. Sir John Morris Administ‘ator 04.08.45 24.12.45 
Admiral Sir Hugh Binney, KCB, KCMG, DSO Governor 24.12.45 08.05.51 
Hon. Sir John Morris, KCMG Administ-atar 08.05.51 22.08.51 
Rt Hon. Sir Ronald Cross, Bt, KCMG, KCVO Governor 27.08.54 04.06.58 
Hon. Sir Stanley Burbury, KBE Administrator 04.06.58 21.10.59 
Rt Hon. Lord Rowallan, AT, ABE, MC, TD Governor 21.16.59 25.03.63 
Hon. Sir Stanley Burbury, KBE Administrator 25.03.63 24.09.63 
Lt-General Sir Charles Gairdner, GRE, KCMG, KCVO, CB Governer 24.09.63 11.07.68 
Hon. Sir Stanley Burbury, KBE Administrator 11.07.68 02.12.68 
Lt-Geneéral Sir Edric Bastyan, KCMG, KCVO, KBE, CB Govemor 02.12.68 30,141.73 
Hon. Mr Justice Green Administrator 30.11.73 05.12.73 
Hon. Sir Stanley Burbury, KCMG, KCVO, KRE Governor 05.12.73 01.04.82 
Hon. Sir Guy Green, KBE Lieutenant-Govemar 01.04.82 30.05.82 
Sir James Plimsoll, AC, CBE Governor 64.10.82 08.05.87 
Hon. Sir Guy Green, KBE Lieutenant-Govemor 09.05.87 18.10.87 
General Sir Phillip Bennett, AC, KBE, DSO Govemor 19.10.87 30.06.95 
Hon. Mr Justice William Cox Administ-ator 30.06.95 02.10.95 
Hon, Sir Guy Green, AC, KBE Governor 02.10.95 present 
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The Governor's executive powers include the 
appointment of ministers of the Crown, judges 
and other important State officers but not those 
whose appointments may be made by certain 
statutory corporations. By appointing ministers 
of the Crown, the Governor creates the 
Executive Council of the day and is required by 
instructions to be guided by the advice of this 
body, The Governor may act against the advice 
of the Executive Council, ut the reasons for 
such action must be immediately reported to the 
Queen, 


The Cabinet and executive 
government 


In Tasmania, as in the other States and che 
Commonwealth, executive government is based 
on the system which evalved in Britain in the 
18th century, and which is generally known as 
‘Cabinet’, or ‘responsible’ government. Its 
essence is that: 


e heads of the State (in Tasmania, the 
Governor) should perform governmental acts 
on the advice of ministers; 


e heads of the State should choose ministers of 
State from members of Parliament belonging 
to the party, or coalition of parties, 
commanding a majority in the popular House; 


« the ministry, the Cabinct, so chosen should 
be callectively responsible to that House for 
the government of the State; and 


e the ministry should resign or advise an 
election if it ceases to command a majority in 
the House. 


The Cabinet system operates chiefly by means of 
constitutional conventions, Customs or 
understandings, and through institutions that do 
not ferm part of the legal structure of 
government. 


In law, the executive power of the State is 
exercised by the Governor who is advised by, 
and appoints the Executive Council. 


The Premier 


The Honourable Tony Rundle was sworn in as 
leader of the Parliamentary Liberal Party and 
Premier of ‘lasmania on 18 March 4996, 
succeeding The Honourable Ray Groom who 
stepped down after the election on 

24 February 1996. 


First elected as a member for Braddon in 1986, 
Mr Ruodle has been re-elected at the 1989, 1992 
and 1996 State Elections. 


He was Government Whip in 1986 and Speaker 
of the House of Assembly in 1988. 


Mr Rundle currently holds the portfolios of 
Premier, Treasurer and Minister for State 
Development. 


PREMIERS OF TASMANIA FROM 1923 
Term of aff ce 
Name Fram To 


JA. Lyons 25.10.23 15.06.28 
J.C. McPhee 15.06.28 15.03.34 
Sir Walter Lee 15.03.34 22.06.34 
AG, Ogitvie (a) 22.06.34 10.06.39 
E. Dwyer-Gray 11.06.39 18.12.39 
R. Cosgrove 18.12.39 18.12.47 
E. Broaker 18.12.47 25.02.48 
R. Cosgrove 25.02.48 26.08.58 
E.E. Reece 26.08.58 26.05.69 
WA. Bethune 26.05.69 03.05.72 
E.E. Reece 03.05.72 31.03.75 
W._A. Neilson 31.03.75 01.12.77 
DA. Lowe 01.12.77 11.11.81 
H.N. Holgate 14.11.81 26.05.82 
R.T. Gray 26.05.82 29.06.89 
MW. Field 29.06.89 17.02.92 
R.J. Graam 17.03.92 18.03.96 
AM, Rundle 18.03.96 _present 
a) Tasmania had an unbroken succession of Labar 


premiers, starting with the Ogilvie ministry (1934) unul the 
electoral defeat of the Reece govemment on 26 May 1969, 


The House of Assembly 


The ‘Tasmanian Lower House comprises 34 
members elected for a term of 4 years from 5 
seven-member electorates. 


Efectoral system 


Tasmania uses a system of proportional 
representation known as the Hare-Clark system 
in elections for the House of Assembly. The 
essential features of the system in Tasmania are: 


« Party groups, if officially registered, are 
identified on ballot papers. 


« Candidates’ positions within groups are 
rotated so that in ‘preferred’ positions, all 
candidates appear on the same number of 
hallot papers. 


« Avalid vote must show at least 7 preferences. 


e To secure election, candidates must gain a 
quota-—the total first preference votes divided 
hy 8, plus 1 vote. 


« On polling day, no media advertising and na 
soliciting of vores near the polling booth is 
permitted. 


e The constituencies are the same 43 divisions as 
used for House of Representatives elections. 


e There are no by-elections; a vacant seat is 
filled by a count-back of the vote at the last 
election. 


State elections 1989-96 


The May 1989 poll resulted in the Green 
Independents holding the balance of power in 
the Parliament, with no party able to govern in 
its own right. The § Green Independents and the 
parliamentary Labor Party signed an ‘Accord’ 
which ensured the Labor Party majority support 
in the Parliament. The Accord endedl in October 
1990 after Cabinet endorsed the Forests and 
Forest [nchistry Strategy. 


Parliament passed the legislation in November 
1991. An election was called by the Labor Party 
Premier, Michael Field, for February 1992. This 
resulted in the election of 19 Liberal Party 
members, 11 Labor Party members and 5 Green 
Independents. The Liberal Party, led by the Hon. 
Ray Groom, formed government. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY MEMBERS, JULY 1997 


Pa ‘ty affiliation 


Bass 
Benneworth, A.J. (c) Libera: 
Beswick, The Hon. RJ. Linerat 
Cox, J.G. ALP 
James, The Hon. G.H. ALP 
Madill, The Hon. F.L. fa} Liberal 
Napier, The Hon. $.D. Liberal 
Patmore, The Hon, P.J. ALP 
Braddon 
Best, B.R. ALP 
Bonde, The Hon. W.B. Lidéral 
Cains, €.S, Liberal 
Cornish, The Hon. R. Liberal 
Gard, M.S. ALP 
Holhister, D.L. Tas. Greens 
Rundle, The Hon. A.M. Liberal 
Denison 
Bacon, The Hon, J.A. (b) ALP 
Cheek, R.R. Liberal 
Groom, The Han, R.J. L beral 
Hodgman, The Hon. W.M. L. beral 
Jackson, The Hon, J.L. ALP 
Putt. M.A. las, Greers 
White, The Hon. J.C. ALP. 
Franklin 
Bladel, The Hon. F.M. ALP 
Cleary, The Hon. TJ. L.beral 
Foley, M.B. Tas. Greers 
Goadluck, B.J. Indeperdent 
Hodgman, The Hon. P.C.L. Liberal 
Lennon, P.A. ALP 
Wriedt, Pc. ALP 
Lyons 
Giddings, L.T. ALP 
Hidding, M.T. Liberal 
Llewellyn, The Hor. D. E. ALP 
Mainwaring, R.G. Liberal 
Milne, C.A. Tas. Greens 
Palley, The Hon. M.R. ALP 
Swan, The Hon. DE. __ _. biberal 


fa) Speaker, (bi Leader of the Opposition, (c} Chairman of 
Cornmittees. 


Source: House of Assembly 
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MINESTERS AND THEIR PORTFOLIOS, JUNE 1997 


Premier 
| 


| 
| The Hon. A.M. Runde : Treasurer 
Pee | Minister tor State Development 


| 
r] 


Deputy Premrer 


Minister for the Arts, Sport & Recreation 


The Hon. 3.0. Napier 


Minister for Education & Vocational 
Fraining 

SSS 

Minister for Police and Public Safety i 


Minister for Mines 
a ac 7 RIE A ES ee PN Te 
i 


Minister for Primary Industry and Fisheries 
The Hon, W.B. Bonde am ee : 
Minister for Racing ; 


ee’ 


Minister for Transport 


The Hon. T.J. Cleary | Minister for Energy 
Minister for inland Fisheries 


— 


[oo ane as ae, i 
Minister for Finance i 
a errr 


The Hon. R. Cornish 4 Minister for Public Sector Administration 


sty 


Minister far Industrial Relations | 
Se Oe aOR Re es ee ee A ee, 


Attorney-General 


Minister for Justice 


The Hon. R.J. Groom 


Minister for Tourism 


inister for Workplace Standards 


Minister for Environment and Land 
Management | 


Minister for Community & Health Services 


The Hon. P.C.L. Heegman 


The Hon, F.C. McKay 


Minister for Local Government 


i 
Minister for Cammunity Development 


Minister for Aboriginal Affairs | 


Minister for Multicultural & Ethnic Affairs | 


TT 
i 
¢ 


j 


The Hon. D.E. Swan 


Miruster for the Status of Women 
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Three recounts were conducted during the life 
of the Parliament after the resignation of the 
Hon M.A. Aird (Franklin), G.M. Bates (Franklin), 
and the Hon. RT. Gray (Lyons) in 1995. 


Replacing them were, respectively, 
J.C. Sheppard, M-B. Foley, and D.E. Swan, 


The next Tasmanian election was held on 

24 February 1996. For the first time in Australia’s 
history, a State election and Federal election 
were held virtually simultaneously, with only 1 
week separating the 2 polling days. The State 
election saw the clection of 16 Liberal members, 
14 Labor members, 4 Tasmanian Greens and 1 
Independent member. 


Two recounts were conducted following the 
resignation of the Hon. M.W. Field (Braddon) 
and the Hon, E.R. Groom {Braddon} in July 
1997, Replacing them were, respectively, M.S. 
Gard, and C.S. Cains. 


HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 1996: PARTY 
STRENGTH BY DIVISION BY FIRST PREFERENCES 


Tas. 
Name Liberal Labor Greens Independent Total 
Bass 4 3 - - 7 
Braddon 4 2 1 T 
Denison 3 3 1 T 
Frankiin 2 3 1 4 7 
Lyons 3 3 al - 7 
Tasmania 1644 4 i 35 


Source: Tasmanian Electoral Office 


The Legislative Council 


The Legislative Council has the tradition of bcing 
a non-party House; in July 1997 the composition 
of the Council was 14 Independents, 4 Labour 
Party members and 1 Liberal Party member. The 
Leader for the Government in the Legislative 
Council therefore cannot rely upon a vote taken 
on party lincs to ensure the passage of any 
Government bill. Contrary to the House of 
Assembly where parties usually dominate to 
ensure the passage of Government legislation, 
no such certainty exists with legislation through 
the Council. As a result it is not unusual for 
legislation to be amended or even rejected. Up 
until November 1996, where conflict occurred 
between the 2 Houses, ‘managers’ were 
appointed from each House to meet and 
attempt to resolve the dispute. Occasionally, 
even such ‘Managers Conferences’ Failed to 


resolve the differences. In November 1996 by 
resolution of the House of Assembly, ‘Managers 
Conferences’ were abolished. 


Following conflict between the 2 Houses of 
Parliament over a money bill during 1924 and 
1925, the Constitutional Amendment Act 1926 
was passed, This Act defined the relations 
between the two Houscs especially with regard 
to the passing of money bills. The main points of 
the Act are that the Legislative Council: 


« retains the right to reject any bill, including a 
money bill, 


« is specifically prevented from amending bills 
Lo raise revenue for the ordinary annual 
services of the Government and bills imposing 
land and income tax; and 


e can suggest to the House of Assembly that 
amendments be made but the adoption or 
rejection of such amendments is at the 
discretion of the Assembly. 


Apart from the above specific exception, the 
Council retains the right to amend money bills, 
such as those dealing with loan funds. The 
House of Assembly is given the sole right to 
initiate bills for the raising of revenue and the 
imposition of taxes. Finally, the powers of the 
two Houses are declared equal in all matters 
except for these specilic exceptions. 


Legisiative Council electoral boundaries 


After the conclusion of the 1995 Morling Inquiry 
into the Tasmanian Parliament, the Legislative 
Council Electoral Boundaries Act 1995 was 
passed by the Parliament. A 3-member 
Redistributian Committee was formed, 
comprising a former Judge of the Supreme 
Court, the Hon. Robert Nettlefold (Chairs, the 
Chief Electoral Officer, Me Daviel Farrell, and 
former Secretary of the Department of Justice, 
Mr Julian Green. ‘he Reclistribution Committce 
published its initial recistribution proposal in 
November 1995. There were 30 objections and 
related submissions lodged with the 5-member 
Reclistribution Tribunal. Following an Inquiry 
which commenced on 22 January 1996, the 
Tribunal published its redistribution proposal on 
? March 1996 and reasons for its findings. 
Because the Tribunal was of the opinion that its 
redistribution proposal was significantly different 
to the Redistribution Committee's initial 
proposal, a 7-day objection period was 
established. 
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Hearings were conducted in Burnie and 
Launceston for 3 days in April 1996. There were 
24 objections lodged. 


Qn 10 April 1996, the Tribunal published yet 
another redistribution proposal. This proposal 
(liffered from the most previous proposal in that 
the divisions of Gordon and Russell (excluding 
Somerset and its hinterland) were merged to 
form a single division covering the West Coast 
and the far north-west of Tasmania, Somerset 
and its hinterland were included in the Burnie 
division of Emu Bay and all other electoral 
boundaries in the proposal remained the same 
as those published on 7 March 1996, 


The Tribunal then determined that this further 
distribution proposal published on 10 April 1996 
was not significantly different and the inquiries 
into objections concluded. The final 
determination was made on 20 April 1996, 


The electoral divisions are Buckingham, 
Cornwall, Derwent, Emu Bay, Hobart, Huon, 
Launceston, Leven, Macquarie, Mersey, 
Monmouth, Murchison, Newdegate, Pembroke, 
Queenborough, Roland, Rumney, South Esk, 
and Westmorland. 


Legisiative Council elections 


Members of the Legislative Council are elected 
by 19 single-member electorates for six-year 
terms by preferential voting. Elections are hel! 
every year to elect 3 members except for every 
6th year when 4 members are clected. 


As for the House of Assembly, candidates’ names 
are rotated on the ballot papers. To be elected, a 
candidate must obtain $0% of the valid votes 
plus one, including preferences. A valid vote 
must show at least 3 preferences. 


During 1995-97, there were 10 periodic 
Legislative Council elections and 2 Legislative 
Council by-elections held. There were $ sitting 
members returned and 1 sitting member 
defeated. Six members retired. 


The 1997 Legislative Council elections were the 
first elections to be held on the new divisional 
boundaries. For the first time in the Legislative 
Council, 4 sitting member retired from his seat 
to Contest a new division, that of Mersey. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS, JULY 1997 


Electoral division Member Party Term expires” 
Buckingham Crear, The Hon. O.M. ALP 1998 
Cornwall Bailey, The Hon. R.F. fa) Independent 2002 
Denvent Aird. Tre Hon. iva. ALP 2003 
Emu Bay Hiscutt, The Hon. D.M. Independent 2001 
Hobart Parkinson, The Hon. D.J, ALP 2000 
Ruon Harriss, The Hon. &.P. Independent 2002 
Launceston Wing, Tne Han. B.G- Independent 2000 
Leven Smith, The Han. S.L. Independent 2002 
Macquarie Shaw, The Hon. GA. independent 1998 
Mersey Squibb, The Hon. G.B. Indeperdent 2003 
Monmouth Wilson, The Hon. S.J. Independent 1999 
Murchison (2) Schulze, The Hon. P.R. & Indesendent 2000 
Murchison (e} Fletcher, The Hon, AW. ic) Independent 1999 
Newdegate Ginn, The Hon. R.W. (bi Independent 1999 
Pembroke MeKay, The Hon. P.C. {di Liberal 2001 
Queenbarqugh Wilkinson, The Hon. J.S. Independert 2001 
Roland Loone, The Hon. J.A. tndependert 2001 
Rumney Vacant ra. 2000 
South Esk Rattray, The Hor, €.L. Independent 1998 
Westmorland Smith, The Hon. $.J, ALP 2G03 


fa) President. (b} Deputy President and Chairrnan of Cammiittees. ‘ci Leader for the 
Government. id} Deputy Leader for the Government. ie) See transitional arrangements for 
Members of the Council Constitution (Legislative Councrii Special Provisions (No.2) 1997, 


Source: Legislative Council 
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The Nixon Report: Tasmania Into the 21st Century 


During the campaign for the 1996 Federal election, the Coalition unveiled a number of specific 
policies relating to Tasmania. One of these was the promise to establish a committee of inquiry, 
funded jointly by the Commonwealth and Tasmanian State governments, which would conduct a 
detailed investigation of the Tasmanian economy and advise on policies to improve its performance. 
This initiative was motivated hy the chronically below-average performance of the ‘Tasmanian 
econamy, and the perception that this had become more pronounced during the 1990s. 


In October 1996, the Hon. Peter Nixon, AO, 4 member of Federal Parliament from 1961 to 1983 and 
Minister under the Fraser Government, was appointed to chair this inquiry, known officially as the 
Commonuweatth—State inquiry into the Tasmanian iconomy. 


The principal task undertaken by the Inquiry was the comprehensive analysis of the Tasmanian 
economy and the legislative and executive environment that governs its operation. The analysis was 
performed on the basis of information collected from 5 main sources: 


e Written submissions received from interested parties; 


» Face-to-face meetings with representatives of various organisations; 

» Public forums hetd in each region of Tasmania; 

» Past reports undertaken into aspects of the Tasmanian econonw; and 

* Official statistical information, both published and unpublished. 

The Inquiry's findings were made public on July 30 1997, as The Nixon Report: Tasmania into 
the 21st Century. 


In summary, the Nixon Report determined that Tasmania’s poor economic performance was the 
result of critical problems in 5 main areas. These were: 


« Governance: 


The structure of government in Tasmania compromises the strong and effective leadership of the 
State and impedes the development of policies to benefit the long-term development of the State. 
Significant problems were identified in both the structure ancl operations of Parliament, Cabinet, 
the bureaucracy and local government. 


» Government finances 


The existence of a very large government debt, primarily accrued during the 1980s, places severe 
constraints on the spending and taxation options of the State Government. Because of this, the debt 
exacerbates Tasmania's weak economic performance and prevents the Stare Government taking 
effective action to assist economic development. 


« Education and training: 


Tasmanians have lower skill levels than the national average, and the State has a substantially lower 
proportion of students continuing education through to Year 12. School leavers are nut perceived 
to be job-reacly, and existing training regimes de not meet the needs of Tasmanian businesses. 


continued on next page 
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« Inelustry development | business environment: 


Industry development policies are poorly focused and lack a strategic direction. The business 
environment in Tasmania is unattractive to investors: characterised by severe taxation and other 
on-costs, unavailability of finance, inefficient ports and archaic transport regulations. 


« Manning processes: 


The regulations regarding planning are complex and are not well understoad by either developers 
or those administering the system. There is an excess of independent bodies, that are not 
accountable for their actions, involved with the planning process. 


The Nixon Report detailed 122 scparate recommendations designed both to overcome the identified 
problems and to build upon Tasmania’s advantages and opportunities inclucling: 
Governance 


e Both Houses of Parliament to be dissolved, and a new single chamber to be instituted, comprising 
27 members clected from 9 three-member electorates; 

e The Hare-Clark voting procedures to be retained: 

» Parliament’s operations Lo be overseen by a Public Bodies and Accounts Committee (PBAC), 
modelled along the lines of the Federal PBAC; 


e Cabinet to be reduced from 10 to 7 (including the Premier), cach responsible for one of the 7 
restructured government departments (reduced from the current 13); 


* Department heads to be directly responsible to the Minister through performance agreements 
which contain both positive and negative incentives; 

« The roles of local anc State government to be clearly defined, with effecuive delegation ofidentified 
responsibilities; 


« There should be a maximum of 8 local government areas on mainland Tasmania (compared to 
the present 29), with the Bass Strait islands administered scparately and receiving greater support 
from the State Government. 


Government finances 


« Tasmania should aim to have zero net public sector debt by the year 2000. In particular, the 
liabilities relating to the core operations of government (or general government) should be totally 
eliminated; 


« This can only be achieved by the sale of public assets. Primarily, the Hydro- Electric Corporation 
(HEC) should be disaggregated into separate business units ancl totally privatised: 


« Following this, budget deticits are to be outlawed, and procedures implemented which prevent 
the State Government accruing debt over successive vears; 


« The savings made from debt elimination, in the form of reduced interest payments, are to be used 
to reduce both payroll and land tax, and supplement infrastructure outlays and investment in 
business development; 


e Further initiatives to assist economic growth to be funded by revenues from the sale of a number 
of other government businesses, including the port authorities, I'T-line and the Motor Accident 
Insurance Board (MAIB). 


comtinued on next page 
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Education and training 


e« Support was given to the education-related initiatives detailed in the Government's Directions 
Statement, which aim to ensure that ail students achieve core literacy and numeracy 
competencies; 


« The Government to remove the structural barriers which discourage stuclents from regional areas 
from continuing schooling beyond Year 10: 


« Various reforms to the operation and organisation of TAFE, including a greater focus on the 
current and emerging skill needs of local inclustry, and a unified State-wide structure with clear 
accountabilicy and responsibility of TAFE directors to the Minister. 


industry development policy 


« State Government should form the Department of State Development and Infrastructure, which 
should be allocated in cach budget a fund for industry development lending. Lending from this 
fund would be the sole responsibilicy of the Tasmania—Development and Resources (TDR) 
Board, with the Government having no capability co direct the Board on any individual funding 
proposal; 


e State Government ta provide seed funding for the establishment of one or more pooled 


i 
development funds in Tasmania; 
« Adoption of reforms by both the State and Commonwealth governments to improve the 


competitiveness and efficiency of waterfront and transport operations. 


Planning 


¢ Overall streamlining of the planning regulation system, incorporating the following: development 
ofan over-arching strategic direction for the planning process; rauonalisation and standardisation 
of the proliferation of planning schemes; restriction of the scope for individuals to appeal against 
particular planning permits; and compulsory accreditation of those administering the planning 
system. 


Energy 


¢ Prior to privatisation, the HEC should be split into 3 competing generation enterprises (basect on 
existing catchment areas), 2 competing franchised distribution operations (along narth/south 
lines} and 1 transmission system enterprise; 


e The privatised retailers/distributors should continue to be regulated, and this overseen by the 
Government Prices Oversight Commission (GPOC); 


e State Government should facilitate the development of Basslink, to integrate Tasmania’s cnergy 
market with the mainland clectricity grid and assist che move toa fully competitive cncrgy market; 


e Outstanding Gordon-Below-Franklin compensation funds owed to Tasmania by the 
Commonwealth should be used to fund the exploration of natural gas fram the Yolla gas field, 
together with the establishment of a natural gas market and a capacity to generate electricity from 
natural gas. 


Other sector-specific 


» Arange of recommendations were also made for the reform and enhancement of the following 
sectors: forestry, agriculture, fishcrics and also marine farming, tourism and other service 
industries, and leisure and entertainment. 
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Local Government 


Local government is a sphere of government 
providing a range of services generally suited to 
the community. It operates alongside other 
spheres of government, although local 
govcrnmecne is NOL recognised under the 
Commonwealth Constitution. However, it has 
very important relationships with the 
Commonwealth, in particular through financial 
assistance grants and in contributing to the 
implementation of national programs. 


The functions of councils in Tasmania are 
prescribed under Section 20 of the Lace? 
Government Aci 1995. Services they provide 
include garbage and waste disposal facilities, 
roads and footpaths, drainage, water supply and 
sewerage, health inspection, cemeteries, parks 
and recreation facilities, gardens, and a range of 
community SErvices. 


The Local Government Association of Tasmania 
represents the body corporate of the 29 
councils. The Association's role is to protect the 
rights, interests and privileges of councils in 
addition to coordinating inter-government 
relations hetween the Commonwealth and State 
Governments and councils, It is also a 
convenient vehicle for other governments to 
seek representative local government policy 
positions. 


History of local government 


In Tasmania curing the early to mid 1800s, 2 
councils (Hobart and Launceston) were 
established and by 1863, 16 rural municipalities 
co-existed with police districts. These were 
replaced in 1865 by 30 municipalities and in the 
years following, by a number of boards and 
trusts providing local government services. By 
1906, local government services were provided 
through 149 local authorities. 


As a result of the Local Government Act in 1906, 
all local authoritics, excluding Hobart ancl 
Launceston, were abolished and replacecl by 47 
municipalities. These 49 municipal and city areas 
remained unaltered until 19943 when 
amalgamations recluced the number of councils 
ta 29. 


A new Local Government Act was established in 
1993 which provided for a high level of ‘general 
competence power’. This has changed the focus 
of local government accountability from the 
State to the communities that they serve. The 
Act enables local government to take whatever 


measures are needed to give effect to their 
decisions, rather than being restricted to 
exercise only those few powers which are 
actually listed, as was the case with the former 
Local Government Act. 


Loca! government’s role in the economy 


The largest sources of local government revenue 
are rates and government grants. Other major 
sources of revenue include regulatory services, 
such as parking and licence fees, water and 
scwerage services, and fees and charges. Local 
government expenditure is spread across 
housing and community amenities, transport 
and communication, recreation, culture and 
general public services. 


Totai local government expenditure was 

$275 million in 1995-96 which was equivalent to 
2.6% of Tasmanian Gross State Product. Local 
government employs approximately 3200 people. 


The changing environment of jocal government 


Two important reviews undertaken in 1993 were 
the Report on the Incdependent Commission to 
Review Public Sector Finances (MdcCarrev 
Report, 7993) and the Report of the 
Independent Committee of Inquiry into Nationat 
Competition Policy (dtidmer Report, 1993). 
These have resulted in the introduction of 
initiatives and reforms which are gradually heing 
implemented throughout State and local 
government in ‘lasmania and more widely 
throughout Australia. 


A further consideration for all government, 
arising largely from the Hilmer Report, was the 
dlevelopment at the national and State level of 
National Competitian Policy. 


Following the sicning in 1995 of 
inter-governmental agreements between the 
Commonwealth, State and Territory 
governments, local government and the 
Tasmanian State Government cooperated to 
implement National Competition Policy 
principles. 


The focal Government Act 1993 has been in 
place for over 3 years and is subject to a review 
foreshadowed by the Minister for Lacal 
Government when the Act passed through 
Parliament. The review is of the whole Act and 
includes an examination of such matters as: 


« responsible Government; 

¢ the application of national competition policy, 

e the operation of Gouncils and their revenue 
raising powers, 

e the conduct of elections; and 

* the role of Councils in the community. 


A draft Public Health Bill and draft Food Bill have 
been prepared and circulated for public 
consultation. These bills seek to modernise the 
lepislative and policy environments which apply 
to public health and the manufacture, 
preparation and distribution of food in the Strate. 


MAYORS, JUNE 1997 __ 


Council 


Break O'Day 
Brighten 
Burnie City 
Central Coast 
Central Highlands 
Circular Head 
Clarence City 
Derwent Valley 
Devonport City 
Dorset 
Flinders 
George Town 


Glamorgan/Spring, Bay 


Glenorchy City 
Hohart City 

Huon Valley 
Kentish 
Kingborough 

King Island 
Latrobe 
Launceston City 
Meander Valley 
Northern Midlands 
Sorell 

Southern Midlands 
Tasman 

Waratah Wynyard 
West Coast 

West Tamar 


Mayor 


Cr Robert Legge 

Cr Tory Fesler 

Ald. Steven Kons 

Cr Sue Smith 

Cr Geoff Ashton-Jones 
Cr Ross Hine 

Ald. Cathy Edwards 
Vacant 

Ald. Geoff Squibb, MLC 
Cr Peter Partridge 

Cr Lynn Mason 

Cr Lawrence Archer 
Cr E.A. (Bill) Bailey 
Ald. Terry Martin 

Ald. John Freeman 
Cr Greg Norris 

Cr Lawrence Connors 
Cr Reg S. Gee 

Cr Veron Philbey 

Cr Bert Carnpbell 
Ald, Jahn Lees 

Cr Greg Hall 

Cr Kenneth von Bibra 
Cr Carmel Torenius 
Cr Colin Howlett 

Cr Neil Noye 

Cr Cyril Dixon 

Cr Murray Waller 

Cr Trevor Roach 


Source: Local Government Association af Tasmania 
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Directions Statement 


In April 199? the Premier, che Hon. A.M. Rundle, 
MHA, rcteased his Government's Drrections 
Statement for Tasmania with reform co local 
government a major issue. It outlined the 
following major reforms for local government in 
Tasmania: 


« review local government boundaries 
The aim is to substantially reduce the number 
of local government bodies in Tasmania, and 
create a greater Hobart and greater 
Launceston Council; 


« reform State-local government financial 
relationships 
This will give effect to the main 
recommendations of the Roles and Functions 
Review Committee and how they relate to the 
financial flows between the spheres af 
Government, and 


« develop a policy framework for councils af 
rate capping and/or rate reductions 
This will give effect to the Government desire 
for part of the benefits of local government 
restructuring to be passed on in the form of 
lower rates and charges. 


The review of council boundaries is being 
conducted by the Local Government Board = 
{appointed in May 1997), which is required to 
have its recommendations to the State 
Government by December 1997, 


Local government has expressed its concems 
over the proposed reform, particularly the 
review of boundaries and the introduction of 
rate capping as it is anticipated thar there could 
be a loss of hundreds of jobs, adversely affecting 
current unemployment levels, 
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‘fasmania’s laws, legal system and institutions are 
derived frorn those of Britain. For a cime English 
law applied directly to the colony. By the time of 
Federation in 1901, all Australian States had a 
legal system firmly based on the Common Law of 
England. With Federation, Tasmanians also 
became subject to Commonwealth laws 
enforced by administratively separate 
institutions. 


The legal system is based on the political and 
philosophical ideal catled the rule of law. This 
means that a person's relations with other 
people and the State are governed hy law, not by 
force or arbitrary power. 


The Parliament enacts the law ancl officers who 
administer the law are responsible, through 
Parliament, to the people. 


Another principle of the rule of law is that no 
person should be deprived of his life, liberty or 


CHAPTER 5 
Law and 
police services 


A helicopter is used 
extensively for police 
search and rescue 
operations as well as 
meclivacs. In 1995-96,_ 
the police helicopter 
clocked up 
approximately 138 
heurs of flying time. 


property, except by fair trial in an open court 
presided over by impartial judges. In law, all 
people are equal. 


Australia has two sources of law: case law anct 
legislation or statute law. Case law, also callecl 
common law, consists of rules resulting from the 
decisions of the courts. When a case comes 
before the courts, the judges generally apply the 
law as laid down or interpreted by earlier courts 
that decided similar cases. 


The Commonwealth andl State Parliaments make 
Australia’s laws within powers set out in the 
Constitution, Often legislation gives pawer ta 
the Governor-General, Governor or a minister te 
make rules of law. These laws, called 
subordinate or delegated legislation, are an 
irmportant part of the law. State and 
Commonwealth police are charged with 
enforcing the law. The police have broad powers 
10 investigate breaches of the law and to arrest 
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people suspected of crimes, It is usually the 
police who institute criminal procecdings. Each 
State as weil as the Commonwealth has its own 
police force. 


After formal charges are laid, guilt or innocence 
ig determined through trial in a court. In 
Tasmania this is either in the Supreme Court or, 
for less serious matters, in the Magistrate's 
Court. Bach court has furisdiction in civil and 
criminal matters. For civil trials and criminal 
matters in the Magistrate’s Court, the issue is 
generally determined by a magistrate. In the 
Supreme Court, questions of guilt in criminal 
matters are decided by a fury. 


Since 1934 the Tasmanian jury system has 
embodied the principle of allowing majority 
decisions in certain circumstances, instead of 
requiring the unanimous decisions once 
characteristic of juries in England. In criminal 
cases, a 10-2 decision is accepted instead of 
12-0 after defined periods of deliheration. In the 
case of murder, 12-0 is necessary to convict. A 
10-2 decision can bring in a verdict of not guilty, 
or not guilty of murder but guilty of a Jesser 
crime, 


Civil litigants may elect to have a seven-member 
jury. If after three hours deliberation che jury 
cannot reach a 7--0 decision, a 5-2 decision is 
accepted. If the minimum 5-2 decision cannot 
be reached after 4 hours, the jury may be 
discharged. 


At present, all people below the age of 65 listed 
on the electoral roll can be called for service as 
jurors. Persons are disqualified from jury service 
if they have been convicted of a serious offence; 
are bound by a récognisance, for example a 
good behaviour bond, are subject to a 
community service order; or are on probation. 
Within limits prescribed in Icgislation, the 
presiding officer of the court imposes a sentence 
of imprisonment, a fine, probation, or a 
community service order, A term of 
imprisonment may be suspended on condition 
of good behaviour. 


Police 


The State Government agency Tasmania Police is 
directed by a Police Commissioner, who is 
answerable to the Minister for Police and Public 
Safety. At 30 June 1996 ‘Tasmania’s police force 
consisted of 1049 officers, including 12 part-time 
officers. A further 389 persons were employed in 
the State Service in a number of specialist and 
administrative areas providing support to police. 
Of these, 25 persons arc employed by the State 
Emergency Service which is responsible for 
preparing Tasmania in the event of an 
emergency or act of civil aggression (civil 
defence}. 


The aim of Tasmania Police is to maintain law 
and order, protect life and property, enhance 
community safety and reduce the incidence and 
fear of crime. 


Recent changes 

Over 1996 and 1997, Tasmania Police 
implemented a number of modernising reforms. 
These provide a more effective and efficient 
service in line with the outcomes demanded by 
Government, anc its own corporate objectives. 


fegistation 

In 1997 legislation was passed in relation to 
crime, police processes, and judicial processes. 
Police now have less paperwork to undertake 
but more powers. The judiciary will have 
rougher sentencing options such as mandatory 
compensation orders against burglars, thieves 
and vandals. There will also be restriction orders 
tO stop repeat offenders entering areas such as 
malls. 


The Criminal Law (Detention and 
interrogation) Act 1995 sets out what is 
considered appropriate police behaviour during 
the arrest or questioning of suspects. The Act, as 
well as the amenclments to the frstices Act 1999 
and the Had Act 1994, increases police powers 
while, at the same time, makes police more 
accountable, 


In the past, police were unable to fingerprint 
young offenders charged with an offence. 
However, with the new legislation, this has 
changed. The legislation allows police to 
fingerprint juveniles if they have their 
permission and the permission of the legai 
parent or guardian. 
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Police structure 

Anumber of structural changes within Tasmania 
Police gave a more flexible approach to crime 
salving. 


For example, the Criminal Investigation 
Branches (CIBs) have restructured and have 
re-evaluated their role. The number of 
Detective-inspectors in Tasmania doubled from 
4 to 8, allowing Inspectors to spend less time on 
administrative tasks and more on training and 
crime prevention. 


Also, there is a move to hand-pick police officers 
and take them off duties and involve them in the 
investigation of particular crimes. In this way, 
staff resources can be focused to maximise 
individuals’ skills. 


information technology 

During 1996, a number of computer-based 
systems were installed: an intelligence/statistical 
analysis cool to assist with crime analysis, an 
intelligence dissemination system for 
deployment in major operations, and an on-line 
information system replacing the paper-based 
systems, Other existing computcr-based systems 
received major upgrades, to improve speed and 
enhance operatar use. 


About 100 computers have been installed at 
police stations around Tasmunia, giving better 
access to national crime databases and 
Department of Transport records. 


Police also have better access to other 
information such as prior convictions and notes 
about convicted offenders such as whether they 
are known lO carry a gun, 


Major operational incidents 


For the year ending June 1996, there were 9 
major operational incidents with which 
Tasmania Police were involved: 


e 2 murder investigations; 


« 3 separate tragedies in the Tasmanian 
wilderness, resulting in the death of 5 people, 
including acclaimed wilderness photographer 
Peter Dombrovskis; 


° 2 separate incidents involving the wounding 
of 5 police officers; 

e Tasmania's worst marine ecological disaster at 
the mouth of the Tamar River when the /rev 
Baron hit Hebe Reef ; and 


e the Port Arthur tragedy. 


Port Arthur tragedy 
On Sunday 28 April 1996, 33 persons were killed 
and 21 persons were injured when a lone 


gunman fired at members of the public at Port 
Arthur, on the Tasman Peninsula. 


The immediate response to the tragedy involved 
300 employees of the Department of Police and 
Public Safety who worked non-stop for 48 hours, 
Specialist police officers from Victoria and NSW’ 
also assisted with recovery management and 
coordination of logistical support. In total, over 
685 emergency service personnel were involved 
with the Port Arthur tragedy. 


On 7 November 1996, Martin Bryant pleaded 
guilty to 72 charges reladng to the incident. 


National gun laws 


Following the events at Port Arthur, 
Commormyvealth, State and Territory 
governments agreed to implement uniform gun 
laws which would ban automatic ana 
semi-automatic weapons. 


Firearm deaths 


During the period 1980 to 1995, the 

standardised firearm death rate per 100,000 was 
higher in ‘Tasmania than in Australia as a whole, 
Of all States and Territories, Tasmanian rates 
were second highest afler the Northern 

Territory, during the same period. 


Of all fircarm-related deaths in Tasmania, by far 
the greatest number are attributable to suicides. 
During 1992-94, about 84% of all firearm-relatecl 
deaths in Tasmania were attributed to suicide, 
7% to homicides, 6% were accicental and 3% 
were undetermined, 


FIREARM DEATH RATES {a) 


Tasmania “Australia 
Three year averages rale rate | 
1980-82 7.6 47 
1983-85 8.3 45 
1986: 88 8.0 43 
1989-91 8.1 3.5 
1992-94 7.6 oa 
1995 calendar year {b} 3.6 2.6 


‘ai Standardised rates per 100,000 of tre mid-year 
population (avecage rate for a threc-year pened, except far 
1995), The Part Arthur hornedes are not included in tis 
data. (h) Dala for single year. Data for otver senexds are 
three-year averages. 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 4397.6 
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Firearms Act 1996 


fnspector S. T. Willies, Department of Police and Public Safety 


The Firearms Act 1996 provides for the regulation of the possession, use, registration and licensing 
of firearms in Tasmania. The move towards national minimum standards on the ownership of firearms 
was adopted at the Australasian Police Ministers’ Council Special Firearms meeting on 10 May 1997 
where firearms laws were discussed in the wake of the events at Port Arthur. The Firearms Act 1996 
has replaced the Guns Act 997. A major change was the prohibition of the following types of 
firearms: 


* machine and sub-machine guns; 


« self-loading rim-fire rifles; 


* sel-loading cenire-fire rifles; 


« sclfloading shotguns: and 


e pump action shotguns. 


To possess and use a firearm, a person is recjuired to hold a firearms licence. To be granted a licence 
a person must be over 18 years of age, be a fit and proper person, successfully complete an approved 
firearms safety course, and meet certain safety and storage requirements. A person must also have a 
satisfactory reason for wanting to have a firearm, 


A new requirement of the Firearms Act 1996 is that a person must register every firearm in their 
possession. Linder the Guns.Act £992, only pistals were required to be registered. A person is required 
to make each firearm available for inspection before it can be registered. If a person sells a firearm 
or itis lost or stolen, that person must notify the Commissioner within 7 days. 


For people wanting to surrender their firearms, there are 33 Jocations around Tasmania where people 
can do so, All surrendered firearms are transported to Hobart and under the supervision of the 
Auditor-General, are guillotined into 3 pieces and melted at a lacal foundry. The metal is scrap only 
because different metals are present, such as gold, lead, iron and silver. 


The Act provides tough penalties for the contravention of certain provisions. Forexample, the penalty 
for contravening the general safekeeping requirements of the Act in the case of non-prohibited 
firearms is a fine not exceeding 20 penalty units or imprisonment fora term not exceeding 12 months 
or both. Similar penalties apply throughout the Act. 


no. 
Prohibited firearms surrendered throughout the State BT 123 
on-prohibited firearms surrendered 2873 
Compensation paid for prohibited firearms {$) 13 223 552 
Licence applications processed 42 335 
Licence applications approved 26 223 
Firearms inspected for registration 72 218 


Source: Department of Police and Public Safety 
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aoe Accidertal Suicide Homicide Legal intervertion Undetermined Total 
Three year averages Ac. na. ne. no. no. na, 
1980-87 7 76 10 0 1 94 
1983-85 1 80 15 0 a] 105 
1986-88 3 99 4 Go 1 107 
1989-91 a 92 9 1 3 113 
1992-94 7 91 § 3 3 109 
1995 calendar year (b} 1 17 0 2) 0 18 


(a) Frearm-related deaths by State of registration. The Port 4rthur hornicides are not included in this dala. (b) Data for 


single year. Data for other oeriods are three-year totals, 
Source: unpublished ABS data 


Crime 


Offences against the person 


In Tasmania, during the past 5 years to June 
1996, the rate of recorded offences against the 
person (offences such as assault, homicide, 
crimes of indecency and other like offences} 
rase steadily; from 366 offences recorded per 
100,000 population in 1991-92 to 562 offences 
recorded per 100,000 population in 1995-96. 


Offences in 1995-96 increased by over 9% 
compared with the previous year although the 
Port Arthur incident in April 1996 contribute! 
almost one-third of this increase. Assault 
accounted for 73.1% of all the offences against 
the person recorded in 1995-96. 


Although the number of sexual assaults 
increased by 35 offences in 1995-96 over the 
previous year, the rate decreased in the 5 years 
ta June 1996. 


The number of robbery offences increased [rom 
121 offences in 1994-95 ro 133 offences in 


1993-96. Unarmed robbery accounted for the 
increase. The number of armed robberies 
decreased during this period, from 46 offences 
to 42 offences. 


Of the 40 murders recorded in 1995-.96, 35 were 
committed at Port Arthur on 28 April 1996 while 
in the previous year, 5 murders were recorded. 
Of the 31 attempted murders recorded in 
1995-96, 19 were committed at Port Arthur 
while 5 were recorded in the previous year. 


Offences against property 


For offences against property, the rate increased 
inthe 5 years to June 1996; fram 8039 offences 
per 100,000 population in 1991-92 to 10,058 
offences per 100,000 population in 1995-96. 
However, the rate of growth slowed, Of all 
offences against property recorded in 1995 96, 
stcaling (with burglary) accounted for 27.7% of 
all offences, burglary of buildings accounted for 
25.4%, and stealing (not connected with 
burglary) accounted for 15.4%, Damage to 
property accounted for 12.4% and burglary of 


_RECORDED OFFENCE RATES, TASMANIA [a) 


1991-92 1995-96 
| Dg . tate 
Offences against the person 366 562 
Offences against property 8039 10-088 
Fraud and similar offences 297 78 
Assauit (excl. sexual assault/assault police) 243 441 
Sexual assault 45 At 
Robbery (armed/unarmed) 21 28 
Murder (b) 1 & 
Burglary — buildings 2045 2550 
Burglary — motor vehiclesother conveyances 597 a19 
Stealing — general (ch 1524 1551 
Stealing — motor vehicles 270 548 
Damage to Property 720 1247 


‘ai Rates ser 100,000 of the population. (b) 35 Murders out of a total of 40 recorded in 
1995 96 were committed at Port Arthur on 28 April 1996. (c) Stealing not connected with 
burglary ang excluding shoplifting and stealing motor vehicles, 


Source: Department of Police and Public Safety Annual Report 1995 96 


62 Tasmanian Year Book 1998 


motor vehicles/other conveyances accounted for 
9.1% of all property-related offences. 


Of all the recorded burglaries of buildings, 
58.9% occurred in residential buildings, 7.4% 
occurred in community buildings and the 
remainder (33.7%) occurred in other locations 
such as retail premises. 


RECORDED OFFENCES, TASMANIA 


1994-95 1995-96 


ro, "0. 
Offences against the person (a} 2432— 2661 
Offences against property A6 261 A773? 
Fraud and similar offences 1977 1791 
Other offences 203 144 
Total 50 873 52 330 


fay An incidert at Port Arthur in Aoril 1996 contributed to tie 
increased number of offences against the person in 
1995-96. During the incident, 71 offences were recorded 

Murder 35, Attempted Mu‘der 19. Assault Grievous 
Bodily Harm 2, Ageravated Assault 8, Wounding 7. 


Source: Department of Police and Pubtic Safety Annuat 
Report 1995-96 


Victims of crime 

Victims of crime are able to apply for 
compensation for injuries suffered as a result of 
criminal acts. Fhe Master of the Supreme Court 
is responsible for determining the level of 
compensation, if any, to be granted to 
applicants. Community Corrections area within 
the Department of Justice supervises and 
supports 4 regional Victims of Crime Response 
and Referral Services. 


The police are the major source of referrals to 
the Victims of Crime Services, followed by 
self-reterrals. 


In 1995-96, the 3 services provided advice to 
1153 victims of crime, an increase of 44% over 
the previous year. 72% of referrals relaced to 
crimes against the person while in 54% of these 
cases, the offender was known cto the victim 
prior to the offence. 71% of people using the 
service were female. 68% of the clients were 
aged less than 45 years. 


Drug law enforcement 


During 1995-96 the number of drug charges 
increased relative to previous years. Cannalsis 
remained che most widely used illicit drug, while 
amphetamines were the most commonly used 
drug of injection. There was an increase in the 
availability and use of LSD, particularly in the 
southern part of the State. 


In the past, deficiencies in the Poisons Act often 
prevented Drug Bureau staff from prosecuting 
drug traffickers for more serious offences other 
than ‘use and possession’. For this reason, in 
1995-96, only 10% of charges related to the 
supply or trafficking in drugs. In 1997, legislation 
was passed which resulted in changes to the 
Poisons Aci intended to close loopholes which 
developed following decisions by judges in the 
Supreme Court of Tasmania. 


Road traffic control 


‘Traffic branches are located ac Hobart, Bellerive, 
Launceston, Devonport and Burnie. Gencral 
uniform police also provide additional personnel 
for major road safety campaigns. 


The Traffic Liaison Unit coordinates specific road 
safety programs and also manages traffic 
infringement and specd camera adjudication. 


The role of traffic duty police is to: 


*® minimise the number and severity of road 
accidents; 


* improve behaviour of road users; 
« promote safery for road users, 
« attend vehicle accidents; anc = 


® respond to traffic offences. 


The road toil 


In 1995-96, the number of fatalities in Tasmania 
rose by 6.6% over the previous year. However, 
the number of peaple who were seriously 
injured decreased, The number of accidents in 
which people were seriously injured alsa 
decreased. 


The role of alcohol, as a contributing factor in 
these crashes, has been decreasing since the 
introduction (in December 1991) of greater 
financial penalties. Speed, however, was still a 
major contributing factor in accidents, 


ROAD ACCIDENT FATALITIES, TASMANIA 


1994-95 1995-06 
2. ne, 
Drivers 29 39 
Passengers 14 12 
Motorcyclists 5 3 
Cyclists 3 1 
Pedestrians 10 g 
Pillion passengers o 1 
Total ” 61 65 


Source: Department! of Trans part 


SERIGUS INJURIES AND ROAD ACCIDENTS, 


TASMANIA 
1994-95 1995-95 
et ee ee AO 
Serious injunes (persons) 518 433 
Serious injury accidents 396 385 


Source: Beoartment of Transnort 


Speed detection devices 

Speed cameras were introduced into Tasmania 
on 18 March 1993 as a road safety measure. 
Research has shown that excessive speed (for 
particular conditions) is a major factor in serious 
traffic crashes. For example, approximately 40% 
of read fatalities occur in accidents where 
excessive speed was judged to be a causal factor. 
It is estimated that each road death costs the 
State between $650,000 and $750,000 while each 
serious Injury can cost the State up to $1 million. 


SPEED CAMERA OPERATIONS, TASMANIA 


1994-95 1995-96 
no. ne. 

Vehicles checked 4279 653 3593 920 
Photographs taken 61 205 51 745 
Notices issued 44108 38 381 
Notices paid 35 286 30 705 
Kerbside hours 8 706 9361 
% Speeding vehicles 1.06 1.07 
Fines (3) 3 982 000 3 378 000 


Source: Department of Police and Public Safety Annual 
Report 1995-96 


Random Breath Testing 

In 1995-96, in Tasmania, 191,080 drivers were 
breath tested. Of these, 1896 continued on to 
the breath analysis process, with 1775 being 
charged. Mast of these had a blood alcohol 
reading of greater than 0.05%. 


Community policing 


Tasmania Police is moving towards greater 
community involvement, with the police and the 
community working together to prevent and 
solve crime. A major focus has been to support 
and expand existing community-based programs. 


Neighbourhood Watch 


The Neighbourhood Watch scheme involves 
community-based, crime prevention programs 
within defined areas. 


Tasmania’s involvement in the Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme began in 1986, with Watch areas 
initially being established in Lindisfarne, Geilston 
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Bay and Flagstaff Grully. At 30 June 1994 there 
were 116 Neighbourhood Watch areas 
State-wide, growing to 158 by mid-1996, with 
each area covering around 600 homes, 


Neighbourhood Watch objectives are to: 
minimise preventable crime; maximise the 
reporting of crime and suspicious behaviour: 
increase personal and property security through 
education and the marking of valuables for easy 
identification; reduce the fear of criminal activity; 
highlight the scheme through erecting signs; 
anc improve community awareness and 
interaction. 


Crime Stoppers 


Crime Stoppers is a program based on the 
premise that for most crimes, a person other 
than the offender can provide infarmation about 
each crime. The program relies on the 
cooperation between police, the general 
community and the media to provide a flow of 
information about crimes as a result of publicity. 


The program was introduced to Tasmania in 
February 1994 and operates through a weekly 
crime segment shown on the Southern Cross 
Television Station. Weekly target crimes arc 
featured, complemented by daily newspaper and 
radio station coverage. The crime scenes are 
shown, and police request information on 
crimes that have heen difficult to solve, 


The Crime Stoppers telephone line guarantees 
anonymity of the caller; informants are identified 
by the use of an alphanumeric code given at the 
time of calling. 


Informants may be entitled to a reward of up to, 
and in special circumstances over, $1,000 for 
information that results in an arrest or charges. 


Other community-based initiatives 


Community policing has been central to 
Tasmania Police's Modernisation Program. 
Initiatives which are being pursued by Tasmania 
Police include Bush Watch; Fisherman's Watch; 
Taxi Watch: Safety House (which give children a 
safe refuge in the event of stress); the 
Adopt-a-Cop Program (a program designed to 
bridge the gap between police and the 
community by encouraging children to regard 
police as their friends); mobile police offices: 
bicycle patrols; the Drug Education Program; 
Police and Citizen Youth Clubs, Citizen and 
Police Liaison Groups; and Business Watch. 
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Speed detection devices 


inspector N. 8. Stephens, Department of 
Police and Public Safety 


Speed has long been recognised as a major 
contributing factor in fatal and serious traffic 
accidents on Tasmanian roads. Between 1970 
and 1996, 2440 people lost their lives on our 
roads. 


PERSONS KILLED GN TASMANIAN ROADS 


Persons killed 
_Year ne. 
1970 118 
1375 122 
1980 106 
1985 78 
1996 741 
1995 56 
1996 64 


When first introduced in March 1993, speed 
cameras showed the percentage of speeding 
motorists to be as high as 3%. For che firse 4 
months of 1997, this figure has reduced ta 
less than 1%, 


In its effort to further reduce the effects of 
road trauma and the percentage af speeding 
moatoris.s, Tasmania Police has utilised a 
number of speed enforcement measuring 
devices including: 


» 32 hand-held radar devices: 
e 5 mobile radar devices; and 


» 5S radar speed camera devices. 


These devices are used by Tasmania Police 
throughout the State, inclucing remote 
country Police Stations and the Police Traffic 
Branches. 


To supplement these radar devices, ‘Tasmania 
Police has also introduced laser specd 
measuring devices, both in hand-held and 
speed camera format. 


The aclwantage of laser over radar is that these 
tlevices can be used in high traffic density 
ureas where radars could not previously be 
used, 


With a laser device. it is possible to accurately 
identify a speeding vehicle, even if it is 
surrounded by other vehicles. For example, a 
speeding vehicle can be detected during peak 
hour traffic on the Tasman Bridge, Hobart. 
‘The following laser speed measuring devices 
are now in use on Tasmanian roads: 


® 1? hand-held laser devices; 
« 7 laser speed camera devices; and 
« 2 fixed-sitc laser speed camera devices. 


Laser speed cameras also provide new 
technology regarding the recording/storage 
of infringements, Radar speed cameras record 
images to a 35mm photagraphic film, 
whereas the laser speed cameras record 
infringements directly, in a digitised format, 
fo a computer disk. This svstem provides 
maximum security, ease of processing, and — 
image retrieval. 


Laser speed cameras have also providect the 
options of being able to be used in a manned, 
un-manned or at a fixed site location. The 
un-manned anc fixed site operations enable 
extended operational hours without 
impacting on personnel numbers. A fixed-site 
laser camera can operate 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, with the only operator 
involvement being the initial set-up and 
eventual image retrieval. 


Specd measuring devices have proven 
themselves to be an effective tool in the 
reduction of the number of accidents and 
speeding motorists. 


The introduction of surveillance cameras in the 
Central Business Districts of Hobart anc 
Launceston as well as police booths and portable 
stations in identified problem areas has resulted 
ina marked reduction in street offences anct 
damage to property. Licensed premises are also 
more closely patrolled by the Licensing Task 
Force and uniformed police in an attempt to 
reduce the problems associated with public 
drunkenness and the sale of liquor to underage 
drinkers. 


Other initiatives chat police cmploy to reduce 
the incidence and fear of crime in the 
community include: 


» task forces to supplement divisional police 
during problem times; 


« civilianisation of some duties to free more 
officers for operational duties; and 


« involvement of police from non-operational 
areas in daily foot patrols of inner city areas. 


Drug education 

‘The ‘Tasmania Police Community Drug 
Education Program is a nationally-funded 
initiative which has enabled a team of police 
officers to be trained to deliver a program of 
drug education sessions to community groups 
and grades 9-12 students. The program is based 
on aspects of the law with a focus on harm 
minimisation and it focuses on any drugs that 
are appropnate to the target group. They 
include aleohol, tobacco, pharmaceuticals and 
illicit drugs. 


Domestic viclence 


Domestic violence covers a wide range of 
criminal offences such as physical assault, sexual 
assault and murder, These offences are usually 
accompanied by psychological, emotional, 
social, financial and other forms of abuse. 


Tasmania Police attends about 3,800 domestic 
violence incidents each year. The majority of 
domestic vidlence incidents attended by police 
involve mediation or arrest and subsequent 
prosecuuion. 


Since the 1980s, several acts of legislation have 
been amended and enacted to strengthen police 
powers and provide for the protection of victims 
of domestic violence, In 1992 the Criminal Code 
Act 1924, Police Offences Act 1935 and the 
Justices Act 1959 were amended and upelated. 
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The main effects of these legislative changes 
Were [O: 


* provide the police with power to arrest where 
they had reasonable grounds for believing an 
offence had heen committed: 


« enable police to place conditions on the bail 
of offenders, prior to release fram police 
custody; 


« provide police with a greater power to search 
premises and seize objects used to threaten 
or intimidate victims; and 


e enable the police to arrest an offender for the 
purpose of applying for a restraint order, 
where the police belicve that the offender has 
intimidated a person and the intimidation is 
likely to continue and lead to an assaulct. 


Tasmania Police works closely with the Crisis 
Intervention Unit within the Department of 
Community anc Health Services to help families 
involved in family violence. 


Police staffing 


During 1995-96, a review of the selection 

process for police applicants was undertaken. 
Greater emphasis is now to be given to 
communications skills, leadership qualities and __ 
potential to achieve national competency 
standards for Conscable, 


The Recruitment Training Course was extended 
from 30 weeks to 32 weeks. Trainees were 
placed with specific mentors for in-field training, 
the driver education curriculum was redesigned 
to conform to national competency-based 
standards and the physical fitness program was 
redesigned using an external consultant. Injuries 
ta wainees were consequently reduced by 90%. 


TASMANIA POLICE EMPLOYEES (POLICE 
AWARD), JUNE 1996 


no. 
Commissioner (a) 1 
Deputy Commissioner i 
Assistant Commissioner 2 
Superintendent ? 
Ingspectar Al 
Sergeant (qualified) 61 
Sergeant (unqualified) 114 
Constable (qualified) 3g 
Canstable (unqualified! 764 
Trainee Constable 20 
Total(b} bv ved, 1049 


jai The Police Commissioner is classed under the State 
Service Award. (6) Total includes 12 part-time officers. 


Source: Department of Police and Puplic Safety Annuat 
feport 1995-96 


66 Tasmanian Year Book 1998 


Project Baton 


Sue Steinbauer, Department of Police and 
Public Sajety 


Project BATON is an initiative of the 
Deparment of Police and Public Safety. It 
aims to maximise the delivery of policing 
services to the community by using 
technology to enable more efficient and 
effective work practices, including processes, 
organisational structure, skill sets, rewarel 
and recognition systems, working 
relationships, technology, facilities, policies, 
and legislation. 


While police are facing increasing demands, 
and while resourcing levels remain relatively 
stable, the re-engineering of business 
processes is the most likely source of 
improving service delivery, 


The following key re-engineering 
opportunities have been identificd to 
dramatically improve the quality and quantity 
of service delivery: 


i: establish a community corlact service 
Integrating the Public Enquiry Office, 
switchboard and radio dispatch into a 
standard service that receives, records and 
analyses information. The service will provide 
an immediate resolution or initiate effective 
action. 


2: create an expert response service 

To provide an effective response with 
appropriate resources to incidents in a 
timely, concerned and professional manner. 


3: targeited work allocation 

To enhance the police capability to 
pro-actively use resources to meet 
community needs, that is, be where thev are 
needed, when they are needed. 


Three further opportunities are to: 
® create a partnership management 
program; 


« build an expanded information network; 
and 


« develop professional and self-motivated 
personnel. 


A number of Quick Wins or short term 
Gppartunities have already been 
implemented. These changes clid not require 
significant investment and helped build 
momentum and support for the longer-term 
changes. It is estimated that their effect 
increased service delivery by the equivalent 
of 50 police officers. Examples inclucte: 


« decreased use of the Patrol and Incident 
Log. The impact in larger stations of 
streamlining reporting requirements has 
significantly reduced paperwork; 


* replacement of sworn officers with State 
public servants at public enquiry counters; 


« responsibility for che removal anc sturage 
of abandoned vehicles transferred to local 
government; 


e allocation of additional video camera 
facilities in major locations; and 


« pilot the use of E-mail to improve the flaw 
and consistency of information. 


Other Quick Wins which have been partly 
implemented include the replacement of 
police speed camera operators with civilian” 
personnel and the implementation of 
targcted patrols wherever possible. 


Through Project BATON a number of 
management strategies has been developed 
for asset, informarion and human resources. 


The Information Management Strategy has 
led to a standardisation of departmental 
hardware and software. Using existing 
computer systems information on 
departmental outputs is now captured 
electronically and has removed from 
operational police the onerous task of 
completing activity reports. 


The Human Resource Strategy will involve 
the integration of human resource functions 
into a single professional human resource 
service and address issues such as career 
management; learning and development; 
performance management; recruitment and 
selection, and workforce planning. 


Business process re-engineering is helping 
the Department of Police and Public Safety 
ensure that Tasmania is a safe place to live 
and work. 
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Courts 


Australians generally live with two sets of iaws: 
State or Territory laws, and Commonwealth 
laws. In Tasmania, these laws are enforced by 
two sets of courts: Tasmunian State Courts and 
Federal Courts. 


‘Tasmania has a two-tiered system of courts 
which consists of the Magistrate’s Court (lower 
court) and the Supreme Court of Tasmania. 
States such as Victoria have a three-tier system 
with ‘County Courts’ between the Magistrate's 
Courts and the Supreme Court. 


Although not strictly courts, there are also a 
number of tribunals, boards and commissions 
set up under particular statutes to act as 
specialised courts. Examples include the 
Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation 
Tribunal, and the Resource Management and 
Planning Appeal Tribunai. 


The courts and tribunais are usually open to the 
public, although some may restrict access, such 
as Children’s Courts. 


Tasmanian Supreme Court 


The Tasmanian Supreme Court is the highest 
State court. It comprises a Chief Justice and 5 
other judges, all of whom are formally appointed 
by the Governor acting on the advice of the 
Stale Crovernment. 


The Supreme Court has jurisdiction for any civil 
action with no upper money limit as well as 
criminal jurisdicuion for all offences to he heard 
by a jury. It also has some jurisdiction which is 
not given to the Magistrate's Court in equity, 
probate, and admiralty. The Supreme Court 
hears appeals from civil and criminal decisions of 
the Magistrate’s Court. 


The Full Court of the Supreme Court (which 
usually consists of 3 Supreme Court judges) 
hears appeals from decisions of a single judge in 
the ordinary Supreme Court. Similarly, the Court 
of Criminal Appeal (also with 3 judges) hears 
appeals from decisions of a single trial judge in 
criminal cases. The judges hear appeals in 
rotation. Ifa party wishes to appeal a decision of 
the appellate jurisdictions of the Supreme Court, 
they can only go before the High Court of 
Australia. 


In 1995-96, approximately 79% of persons 
presented in the Supreme Court were convicted. 
This compares ta 76% in the previous year and 
69% in 1990-91. 


Of all people presented in the Supreme Court in 
1995-96, about 4% were acquitted, compared to 
almost 3% in the previous year. In 1990-91, this 
figure was almast 10%. 


In 1995-96, of all persons presented in the 
Supreme Court, 17% were discharged, which 
compared to 21% in the previous year and 
aloiost 19% in 1990-91, 


Cammon erime = 


In 1995-96, of common crime prosecutions in 
the Supreme Court, the highest number of 
prosecutions was recorded for burglary and 
stealing (60), followed by aggravated robbery 
(50), assault (48) and arson (23). Also during this 
time, the number of prosecutions that rose rhe 
highest from the previous year was for assault 
(an extra 26}, and then aggravated robbery (an 
extra 13). 


There were 10 fewer prosecutions for burglary 
and stealing, and 9 fewer prosecutions for 
unlawful sexual intercourse. 


TASMANIAN SUPREME COURT, CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS 


Persons Persons Persons Persons Persons 

presented canvicted acquitted discharged absconding 

no. na. NO, rd, ro. 

1980-931 401 27? 39 fie) 12 
1991-92 437 325 30 82 18 
1992-933 330 250 28 32 18 
1993-94 316 237 20 53 6 
1994-95 327 245 9 69 3 


1995-96 324 255 14 55 4 
Source: Director Public Prosecutions Annual Reoort 1995-96 
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TASMANIAN SUPREME COURT, COMMON CRIME PROSECUTION 


1990-91 1993-927 1992-93 1993.9< 


ni. 
81 
23 

7 
34 
30 

4 
14 
30 
35 
12 
a1 

8 

5 


0. 
51 
pale 


1984-95 1995-96 


no. 
70 
16 
13 
3? 
10 
La, 
12 
71 
19 
12 
22 
A 
3 


no. 
60 
10 

4 
50 
14 

i 
10 
23 


Offence ng. 
Burglary and stealing 69 
Stealing 39 
Sexual intercourse 5 
Aggravated robbery 31 
Fraud and false pretences 21 
Dangerous diving 5 
Rape 26 
Arson 14 
Selling and trafficking ir dangerous drugs 27 
Receiving 18 
Assault 40 
Murder 3 
Manslaughter or causing death by dangerous driving ? 


Source: Olrector Public Prosecutions Annual Report 1995-96 


The Supreme Court of Tasmania 


Chief justice 


The Hon. Me Justice Wiliam Cox 


appainted 1995, 


Puisne Judges 


The Hon. Mr Justice Peter Underwood, 


appointed 1984, 


The Hon. Mr Justice Christopher Wright, 


appointed 1986. 


The Hon. Mr Justice Ewan Crawford, 


appointed 1988. 


The Hon. Mr Justice William Zeeman, 


appointed 1990. 


The Hon. Mr Justice Pierre Slicer, 


appointed 1991, 


Magistrate’s Court 


The Magistrate’s Court (the Tasmanian lower 
court) is quite a recent innovation in Tasmania. 
Until 1989 Tasmania had two courts of summary 
jurisdiction. Summary cases are minor ones tried 
without a jury. These were the Court of Petty 
Sessions (which had criminal jurisdiction) and 
the Court of Requests (which had civil—that is, 
non-criminal—jurisdiction over moncy claims 
which clid not exceed $5,000). In 1989, these 2 
courts were effectively incorporated into a new 
lower court to be known as the Magistrate’s 
Coun, though it is still widely known by its 
previous names. This court consists of a Chief 
Magistrate, a Deputy Chief Magistrate and 
Magistrates. Vhese are formally appointed by the 
Govemor on the advice of the government of 
the day. By virtue of their office, magistrates are 
also Justices of the Peace, Commissioners of the 
Court of Requests, Workers’ Compensation 
Commissioners and Coroners. As a result of this 
cliversity of offices, the Magistrate's Court 
handles a wide variecy of legal actions. 


In its criminal jurisdiction, the court hears most 
criminal offences. In addition, the court can hear 
some less serious instances of more serious 
crimes. For example, stealing is a serious crime, 
but where the amount is small, the Magistrate's 
Court will hear the matter. The court will also 
hear committal proceedings in more serious 
criminal cases. 


The Children’s Court is also part of the 
Magistrate’s Court. ‘This Court has jurisdiction to 
hear criminal charges against children and young 
people to the age of 17 years. 


Courts of Petty Sessions 


There are Courts of Petty Sessions sitting in 
Hobart, Launceston, Devonport and Burnie, as 
well as temporary courts in other country 
centres. The court is constituted by a Magistrate, 
or two or more lay justices. In major population 
centres, a court sits regularly. In smaller centres 
a court sits less frequeritly or is convened as 
needed. 
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A Court of Petty Sessions deals with the most 
common offences such as drink driving and less 
serious instances of stealing, assaule and drug 
offences. In more serious criminal cases like 
murder, manslaughter or conspiracy tO pervert 
the course of justice, the Magistrate may hold a 
preliminary (committal) hearing. This hearing is 
held to decide whether there is enough 
evidence to send the accused person to a higher 
court for trial. 


In 1994-95, there was a marked increase in the 
number of Uraffic Infringement Notices (TINS) 
issued. Since 1991-92, there was a 66% increase, 
with a corresponding inercase in the workload 
of the Magistrate’s Court, Alchough there was an 
increase in the acceptance rate of TINS, there 
was also a 37% increase (since 1991-92) of those 
TINS proceeding to enforcement by way of 
issuing of a complaint. 


Courts of Requests 

These are constituted as courts with civil 
jurisdiction for particular municipalities, in 
accerdance with the authority given by the Locef 
Courts Act 1596. Courts are held before a 
commissioner who is usually a Magistrate. Every 
court has jurisdiction throughout the State but & 
plaindff may have their action struck out if they 
bring it in a court other than the court nearest Lo 
which the cause of action arose. The current 
jurisdiction of a Court of Requests covers all 
personal actions where the debt or damage 
claimed does not exceed $5,000. 


The Small Claims Division of the Magistrate's 
Court was established in 1985 to deal with claims 
of up ta $2,000. The primary function of the 
magistrate hearing the claim is to attempt to 
bring the parties in a dispute to an acceptable 
settlement. If the magistrate cannot do so, he or 
she may clecermine the matter in dispute. 
Proceeclings in this jurisdiction are private, 
straightforward ancl informal. Legal practitioners 
are excluded as a general rule, and the 
Magistrate may proceed as he/she sees fit. 


__ COURTS OF PETTY SESSIONS, ACTIVITIES 


(1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 

Camplaints filed (ne.) 41020 42 339 42 028 48 407 

TINS{a) issued {na.} 42 603 40 064 51 741 7O575 

TINS{a) paid {no.} 32 174 30 204 41613 56 339 

TINS{a) paid ($m} na. na. 3.66 5.71 

Fines imposed ($m) na. na. 5.65 5.81 


(at Traffic Infringement Naueces. 
Source: Department of Justice Annual Repart 1995-96 


=r 
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COURT OF REQUESTS, ACTIVITIES 
1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 


Praints filed (no.) 
Filing fees collected (S} 


Collections for creditors ($m) 


18 546 16 690 16 684 16 745 
na. nha. 654911 635 975 
na. ma. 4.55 1.29 


Source: Department of Justice Annual Report 1995-96 


SMALL CLAIMS, ACTIVITIES 


1991-92 


1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 


Claims filed (no.} 1570 


1 563 i 680 1332 


Source: Department af Justice Annual Report 1995-96 


New legislation to replace the Local Courts Act 
has been passed but is vet to be proclaimed. 
This legislation establishes the Civil Division of 
the Magistrate’s Court and is designed to 
streamline proceedings in the civil jurisdiction. It 
wil] be able to deal with claims up to $20,000. 


Children's Courts 


In Tasmanian a ‘child’ is someone under the age 
of 17 years. An integral part of the Court process 
is a report from a Child Welfare Officer (the 
representative of the Secretary of the 
Department of Community and Health Services}, 
unless the court considers the offence trivial or 
the Director decides not to provide one. A 
child's parent has the right to be heard and to 
examine and cross-examine witnesses, or to be 
represented by counsel. 


In summary proceedings, the caurt does not 
enter a conviction against a child. However, a 
conviction will be recorded if the court imposes 
a sentence of imprisonment, or there are special] 
circumstances that warrant a conviction being 
recorded. 


Children under 16 years cannot be sentenced to 
imprisonment and nor can they be sentenced 
for more than 2 years in total. Mintmum 
penalties imposed by legislation do not apply to 
children, For children under 14 years, che 
maxintum fine is $20, and for those over 14 
years, $100. The court may also impose a 
supervision order which brings a child under the 
guidance of a Child Welfure Officer. Ifa child is 
older than 15 vears, they come under the 
supervision of a Probation Officer. Alternatively, 
the court may declare the child a Ward of the 
State, placing them under the control of the 
Minister for Community and Health Services. 


A child remains a ward until their cighteenth 
birthday, unless they have been released earlier. 
In cases where further investigation appears 
necessary, the court may issue a remand for an 
observation order before it makes a final 
decision. Neglected or uncontrolled children are 
also in the court’s jurisdiction, 


In 1997, the Community and Health Services 
Minister introduced new legislation into 
Parliament relating to the way with which young 
offenders are deait. This could halve the number 
of voung offenders with the introduction of a 
new youth justice system, using a range of 
measures inclucling mediation and informal 
police and community sanctions, Young 
offenders may face mediation and counselling 
instead of appearing in court and will have to 
accept meeting their victims face-to-face, 


Coroner's Courts 


Coroners are appointed by the Governor and 
they have jurisdiction throughout the State. 
Under the Coroners Act 957, a Coroner may 
hold an inquest concerning the manner of death 
of any person wha has died: 


a violent or unnatural death; 


e suddenly without the cause being known; 
© from sudden infant death syndrome; 

* ina prison; or 

® inamental institution. 


At the direction of the Attorney-General, the 
Coroner may also be required to hold an inquest 
concerning any death. In addition, the Coroner 
may have to determine the cause of a fire. 
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The duty of the court is to determine who the 
deceased was, and the circumstances by which 
death occurred. Medical practitioners and other 
people may be summoned to give cvidence. In 
the case of the death of an infant in a nursing 
home, the Coroner may also inquire generally 
into the conditions and running of the 
institution. On the evidence submitted at the 
inquest, the Coroner can order a person to be 
committed to the Supreme Court and can grant 
bail. In the case of murder, a Coroner can issue a 
warrant for apprehension. 


The Coroner in holding an inquest usually acts 
alone. However, the Attorney-General or the 
relatives of the deceased may request that a four 
or six-person jury be empaneiled. After 
considering a post-mortem report, the Coroner 
may dispense with an inquest unless the 
circumstances of death make an inquest 
mandatory under the Act. 


fhe Coroners Amendment Act 1985 introduced 
2 significant changes: the tape recording of 
depositions to speed up the hearing of inquests; 
and new provisions clealing with the care, 
custody and control of exhibits. 


Commonwealth Courts 


The High Court of Australia 


the most senior of the Commonwealth Courts is 
the High Court of Australia, constituted by the 
Chief Justice and 6 Justices. The High Court has 
original jurisdiction under the Commonuwecdlif 
of Australia Constitution Act 1907 in cases 
concerning treaties, consuls, the 
Commonwealth of Australia as a party, residents 
in different States and matters arising under the 
Constitution. 


It is the final court of appeal for Commonwealth 
and State courts. The High Court hears appeals 
from State Supreme Courts and the Federal 
Court of Australia, and in some circumstances 
from the Family Court of Australia. If there is 
sufficient business, the High Court may sit in 
Hobart. 


The Federal Court of Australia 


The Court was created by the Federal Court of 
Australia Act 7976. It was established to reduce 
the work of the High Court, so that the High 
Court could give greater attention to its primary 
function as interpreter of the Constitution. It 
also replaces the former Australian Industrial 
Court and the Federal Court of Bankruptcy and 
sits in two divisions: Industrial and General. 


The Family Court 


The Family Court of Australia was set up by che 
Fanuly Law Act 1975. It hears petitions for 
divorce and has jurisdiction in the welfare and 
custedy of children and in disputes as to any 
property of marriage and maintenance payments. 


The sole ground for divorce became the 
irrecricvable breakdown of marriage. In 
Tasmanian in 1995 there were 1279 divorces 
granted, a decrease of 240 on the number 
granted in the previous year. About 56% of the 
petitioners were females and 12% were joimt 
applicants. 


In 1996, the Launceston Registry of the Family 
Court closed its doors. Registrars and judges 
from Hobart now sit in Launceston on a regular 
basis. A counselling service also operates. 


DIVORCES GRANTED BY SEX OF PETITIONER, 


TASMANIA 

— Vales Females Joint Total 
mo. ne. no. ne, 

1990 448 654 68 1170 
1991 493 B10 80 1283 
1992 528 740 OF 1365 
1993 504 B19 145 1 465 
1994 ARG aa8 160 1544 
1995 410 721 4148 127o 


Source: ABS catalogue nos. 3307.0 & 3310.0 


Sentences 


The level of punishment for particular criminal 
offences is aid out in criminal law, where the 
penalties prescribed are the maximum possible. 
The magistrate or judge may exercise discretion 
in deciding what is appropriate. taking into 
consideration the particular offender, and the 
circumstances of the offence. 


In December 1968 the death sentence was 
abolished in ‘Tasmania, having last been imposed 
in 1946. Punishment aims to be preventive ancl is 
applied to avoid further trouble from the 
offender. By imposing a severe sentence on the 
offender, it serves as an example to the 
community, and as a deterrent to other potential 
offenders. 


The most frequently imposed penalties are fines 
and periods of imprisonment. More recently 
there has been a move away from using 
imprisonment, sentences such as community 
service orders and probation orders are being 
used more widely. 
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Fines 


In 1995-96, the number of fines delivered 
through the Magistrate's Court totalled 95,806, 
These included 71,024 infringement notices and 
24,782 court fines. The value of fines imposed 
for this period totalled $12.84 million. In total, 
only 65% of fines and fees were being collected 
or enforced for this period. 


imprisonment 


Tasmania's main prison is at Risdon, near 
Hobart. There is also an outstation prison farm 
at Hayes in the Derwent Valley. [In Launceston, a 
prison at the Police Weadquarters building is a 
temporary holding centre where prisoners are 
held before being transferred to Risdon. People 
under the age of 18 years who receive a prison 
sentence are helcl at Ashley Detention Centre 
unless their behaviour is unsatisfactory. 


In the year ended March 1996, the average 
prison population in Tasmania was 
approximately 267 persons per day, an increase 
of 2% in the daily average prison population. 
The imprisonment rate for the State was 
approximately 7? persons per 100,000 adults. 
This compared to the national figure of around 
119 persons per 100,000 adults. The increase 
was mainiy accounted for by the number of 
women in custody. The daily average number of 
women was about 10 in 1995-96 compared to 
about 6 in the previous year. 


The cost of imprisonment in Tasmania for 
1995-96 was $140.60 per inmate per day or 
$51,300 per annum. This is an increase of 3% on 
the previous year’s cost of $136.60 per inmate 
per day or $49,900 per annum. 


In 1995-96, 1138 prisoners were received: 1068 
males (93.8%) and 70 fernales (6.2%). Some 55% 
of the people sentenced to gaol in 1995-96 hacl 
been imprisoned previously. Of all prisoners 
received, 29% had been to prison at least 3 times 
before. 


A significant change in 1995-96, when compared 
with previous years, was the reduction in the 
number of sentences under two weeks. ‘lhis 
change reflects the reduction in the number of 
persons received for fine default from 201 to 
110. Just over 5% of prison sentences imposed 
during 1995-96 were for periods of one year or 
more while most prison sentences (almost 80%} 
were for a period under 4 months. 


PRISON INSTITUTIONS, TASMANIA, 
30 JUNE 1996 


Average 
Capaerty Occupa icy 
Institution no. no. 
Risdon 
Maximum security (male) 215 148 
Medium security 36 28 
Women’s prison 23 10,5 
Prison hospital 29 20 
Hayes prson farm 70 A? 
Launceston prison 33 is) 
Astley Detention Centre {a} na. 4.5 
Total 406 267 


ia} People under the age of 18 years who receive 4 prisan 
sentence are held at Ashley Detention Centre uriess thei- 
béhaviour is unsatisfactery. 


Source: Deoariment of fustice Annual Report 1995-96 


Young offenders 


Alarge proportion of prisoners were voung 
offenders: over 42% of people sentenced to 
imprisonment during 1995-96 were under 25 
years of age. The proportion of prisoners agecl 
less than 25 has declined over the past 20 vears. 
In 1971-72 the proportion was 62.1% and in 
1981--82 it was 34.3%. 


The declining proportion of young offenders 
being imprisoned can be attributed to the 
greater use of non-custodial sentencing options 
(such as community service orders), and a 
dectine in the proportion of voung people in the 
population. In 1971 the population of males 
aged less than 25 years was 96,326 (24.7% of the 
tatal population), while in 1996 there were 
85,699 males in this age group, which was 18.6% 
of the population. 


Port Arthur tragedy 


In April 1996, Martin Bryant, who was 
responsible for che Port Arthur tragedy, was 
remanded in custody. he case created a 
number of problems unprecedented in prison 
experience in Australia. Staff ensured a high level 
of securily was maintained without prejudicing 
the specialist medical treatment which the 
inmate required. 


A video court link between the Maximum 
Security Prison and the courts, specially 
provided for this case, proved to he successful 
and was used subsequently in proceeclings. 
Since then, the video court link has been used 
for a number of additional cases and appears to 
be gaining acceptance by the courts for formal 
remands, The reduction in demand for escorts 
external to the prison has resulted in cost and 
security benefits. 


Community corrections 

It is being increasingly recognised that harsh 
punishments are not necessarily effective in 
reducing offences. With this change in attitude, 
there has been a move towards imposing 
custodial sentences instead of imprisonment. 
The overall aim of this change is to reform the 
offenders. 


In Tasmania, Community Corrections (in the 
Department of Justice) is responsible for 
custodial sentences and community service 
orders. The major activities of Community 
Corrections are the provision of pre-sentence 
and pre-release reports; operations of the 
Community Service Order Scheme, supervision 
of people on parole; and supervision of people 
on probation. 


Community Corrections works closely with the 
Department of Community and Health Services, 
the Prison Service and the Police. It is essentially 
a cammunity-based operation involving clasc 
liaison with families, private reef agencies and 
public departments concerned with human 
problems and law enforcement. 


While there is a significant component of welfare 
work involved, Community Corrections 
conducts over 200 prosecutions annually against 
people failing to fulfil the conditions of their 
supervision or community service orders. 


During 1995-96, there were 1171 Community 
Service Orders made in Tasmania. A total of 1032 
community service order employees completed 
75,255 hours of unpaid community work. The 
average length of each community service order 
has decreased over recent years. 


Mediation program 


In 1994-95 Community Corrections commenced 
a pilot Victim Offender Mediation Program in the 
Hobart area. This program provides an 
opportunity for the victim of a crime to meet the 
offender, subject to the agreement of both 
parties. A report of their meeting and of any 
discussions or agreements which result may be 
forwarded to the Magistrate who may take this 
Into account in passing sentence. 


The purpose of the program is to assist victims 
to overcame some of the fears which may result 
from some crimes, and to help offenders 
understand the personal impact of their crime. 
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In 1995-96 the program hecame permanent and 
8 successful mediations took place. 


Legal aid services 


Legal aicl services provide legal assistance to help 
people who are unable to pay for a lawyer. In 
‘Yasmania, legal aid is offered through the Legal 
Aid Commission of Tasmania, with offices in 
Hobart, Launceston and Burnie. Legal Aicl is also 
offered through offices of the Community Legal 
Service in Hohart, Bridgewater, Launceston and 
Devonpor. 


The private welfare agency Anglicare also offers 
legal aid. Other agencics which provide more 
specialised assistance include the Aboriginal 
Legal Service, the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission, and the Child Support 
Agency. 


The Legal Aid Commission of Tasmania offers 
services which range from giving basic legal 
advice, to providing a lawyer in court. Free 
advice is given on anv legal problem bur if it is 
necessary Lo provide assistance beyond simple 
advice or referring a person to another service, a 
client must apply for legal aid. = 


Cammunity Legal Services provide an alternative 
to mainstream legal aid provided through the 
Comunission. Voluntary lawyers and community 
workers offer advice to clients, primarily curing 
evening sessions. The primary form of assistance 
is referral co other services and the aim is to 
facilitate people to help themselves. In addition, 
Community Legal Services are involved in 
communicy legal education and advocacy of 
specific law reform issues. 


Tasmania's Legal Aid Commission advises 26,000 
Tasmanians each ycar on the phone, advises 
another 10,600 in its clinics, and extends aid to 
more than 7000 people. The Commission is 
involved in the bulk of criminal cases and a 
significant proportion of family law cases. 


There is a move to using more information 
technology, which will result in structural 
changes; the employment of another 2 lawyers 
will assist with Case loads, bringing che number 
of lawyers employecl arouncl the State to 
arouncl 30. 
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Pheate: The Mereuny 


The Australian Bureau of Statistics categorises 
the Australian economy into institutional sectors 
for the purposes of compiling statistics, 
particularly the Australian National Accounts. 
The Standard Institutional Sector Classification 
of Australia (SISCA) recognises three subsectors 
applicable to the public sector. The subsectors 
are: 


* general government enterprises; 
* public trading enterprises, and 
¢ public financial enterprises. 


The scope of Government Finance Statistics 
(GFS) includes only general government and 
public trading enterprises, collectively referred 
to as the non-financial public sector. This 
includes all enterprise units owned or controlled 
by Commonwealth, State, Territory and local 
governments and classified as either general 
government or public trading. 


CHAPTER 6 


Public finance 


The Tasmanian 
Government extended 
the operation of 
blackjack and poker 
machines into selected 
hotels and clubs from 

1 january 1997, 

At 30 June 1997, the 
Stace Government 
received a litle more 
than half the revenue it 
expected from the 
extension of gaming 
mhachines; $1.6m out of 
an expected $3m. 


Since an important focus of GFS is to establish 
the source and structure of governments’ 
financing and since governments have ready 
access to their financial institutions (Reserve 
Bank, State-owned banks, etc.}, the combination 
or consolidation of financial transactions of the 
non-financial public sector with transactions of 
public financial enterprises would result in a less 
meaningful statistical account of public sector 
Activity, 


« General government enterprises 


General government enterprises are mainly 
engaged in the production of goods and services 
autside the normal market mechanism. The 
costs of procluction are mainly financed from 
public revenues. These goods and services are 
often free of charge, or provided at a nominal 
price well below their cost of production. 
Examples of general government enterprises are 
the Departments of Education, Community and 
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STATE GENERAL GOVERNMENT TRANSACTIONS, TASMANIA (c) 


1993.94 1994-95 1995-96 

Item Sm. LSM $m 
Current outlays 

Final consumption expenditure 1316 4 362 1413 

Interest payments 393 384 331 

Other 228 248 260 
Total current outlays 1938 1995 2 005 
Capital outlays 

Expenditure on new fixed assets 148 1h4 175 

Expenditure on second-hand fixed assets ‘neth -35 -37 -Ad 

Capital grants BO 23 36 

Advances paid to public trading enterprises (net) 13 -104 -45 

Other -166 a -16 
Total capital outlays 13 43 109 
Total outlays 1951 2 038 2114 
Revenue and grants received 

Faxcs, fees and fines 598 645 657 

Interest received 237 229 193 

Grants received 1120 1133 1214 

Other iste] 100 168 
Total revenue and grants received 2041 2 106 2173 
Financing transactions 

Advances received -120 “142 -82 

Borrowing (net} 959 -253 60 

Other -929 327 83 
Total financing transactions (a) -90 -68 -59 
Deficit (b} -90 68 -6o 
less advances paid (net) -183 -1o00 -63 _ 
equals deficit adjusted for net advances 93 31 5 


(a) Currerd plus capital outlays minus revenue and grants. (b) Financing transactions minus increase in 
provisions. ic} Any discresancy between the total and tne sum of component items is due to rounding. 


Sourte: 485 catalogue no, 5501.6 


Cultural Developments; the Department of 
Community anct Health Services; and the 
Department of Police and Public Safety. 


e Public trading enterprises 


Public trading enterprises are mainly engaged in 
the proctuction of goods and services for sale in 
the market place. The intention is to maximise 
returns to their owners, to recover, as a 
minimum, a substantial part of costs. Public 
trading enterprises include the Hydro-Electric 
Corporation, TT-Line, port authorities and water 
boards. 


The classification system used in GFS is based on 
standards promulgated by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), and aims ta organise the 
individual financial transactions of the 
non-financial public sector into meaningful 
categories appropriate for analysis, planning and 
policy determination. Government transactions 
are classified into three major categories 


* Economic Transactions Framework (ETF) 
which deals with the nature of the financial 
transactions. The ETF ts made up of four 
major groups: Current Outlays, capital 
OuUavs, revenue and grants received, ancl 
financing transactions. 


* Taxes, fees and fines revenue is further 
detailed by a separate classification. 


* Government Purpose Classification, which 
classifies current and capital outlays 
according to the purpose of the 
transactions. 


Stocks of financial assets and liabilities are also 
organised to show the net debt situation of 
sectors within che non-financial public sector. 


Statistics are presented on a consolidated basis, 
which means chat certain transactions flowing 
within a defined sector are eliminated. This is 
done to show the impact ofa defined sector on 
the rest of che economy. 
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_STATE GENERAL GOVERNMENT FINAL CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE, TASMANIA 


1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 
Purpose $m $n $m 
General public services 148 1a7o 1463 
Public order and safety 114 14? 123 
Education 
Primary and secondary 256 254 260 
Tertiary 126 145 150 
Other 64 64 73 
Health 302 310 3441 
Social security and welfare 58 72 Bi 
Housing and community amenities 13 14 13 
Recreation and culture 30 31 35 
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 62 6a 65 
Mining, manufacturing and construction 5 4 3 
Transaort and communications 55 58 63 
Other a2 59 A4 
Tota! 1316 1362 1413 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 5512.0 and unpublished data 


State Government finance 


‘The major functions provided and administered 
by State Government include public order ancl 
safety, education, health, transport, welfare, and 
housing and community amenities. The revenue 
used to perform these functions derives mainly 
from Commonwealth grants and various state 
government taxes, fees, and fines (payroll taxes, 
stamp duties, motor vehicle taxes, gambling 
taxes etc}. 


State general government sector 


The total outlavs of general government in 
1995-96 were $2,114 million, compared to 
$2,038 million in 1994-95. Current outlays 
contributed $2,003 million, of which $1,413 
million was final consumption expenditure, By 
far the most important elements of final 
consumption expenditure were education 


(34% and health (24%). Of the $483 million 
spent on education, $260 million was spent on 
primary and secondary schooling, $150 million 
on tertiary institutions and $73 million on other 
forms of ccducation.Capital outlays for 1995-96 
were $109 million, a significant increase of 154% 
on the 1994-95 figure of $43 million. This was 
primarily due toa decline in Public Trading 
Enterprise repayments of advances back to the — 
general government sector and a $21 million 
increase in expenditure on new fixed assets. The 
net advances paid to public tracing enterprises 
figure comprises new advances mace, less any 
repayments received, It will therefore become 
negative when the repayments exceed the new 
advances made in any particular year. 


TOTAL STATE GOVERNMENT, GROSS FIXED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE, TASMANIA 


Purpose 


General public services 
Pubtie arder and safety 
Education 
Primary and secondary 
Tertiary 
Other 
Health 
Social security and welfare 
Housing and community amenities 
Recreation and culture 
Fuel and energy 


Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 


Mining, manufacturing and construction 
Transport and communications 

other 

Tota! 


1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 
$m $m... SM, 
-1 7 3 
12 16 16 
16 23 21 
9 10 10 

a 2 2 

16 i7 27 
— -1 cs 
4? 25 31 
41 12 16 
71 58 o7 
5 5 & 
204 62 61 
— —_— -1 
386 223 284 


Source: 46S catalogue no, 5522.0 and unpublished data. 
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State Government public trading enterprises, Tasmania 


Derwent Entertainment Centre Management 


Authority 
Ege Marketing Board 


Hobart Regional Water Board 


Housing Division of Community and Health 


Services 

Hydro-Electric Corporation 
Mariné boards and port authorities 
Metropolitan Transport Trust 


North West Regional Water Authority 


Port Arthur Ristoric Site Management Authority 


Printing Authority of Tasmania 
Publie Trust Office 

Rivers and Water Supoly schemes 
Southern Regional Cemetery Trust 
Stanley Cool Stores Board 
Tasmanian Dairy Industry Authoricy 
Tasmanian Grain Elevators Boarel 


Tasmanian International Velodrome 
Management Authority 


Tasmanian Totalizator Agency Board 


‘Ti Line 


STATE PUBLIC TRADING ENTERPRISES TRANSACTIONS, TASMANIA (c) 


1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 

Item sm sm : $m 
Current outlays 

Interest payments 226 220 209 

Income transferred to general government 23 30 a1 
Total current outlays 249 249 240 
Capital outtays 

Expenditure on new fixed assets 297 109 151 

Expenditure on second-hand fixed assets (net) 24 3 -1 

Other -1 6 al 
Total capital outlays 271 100 i150 
Total outlays 520 349 390 
Revenue and grants received 

Net operating surpluses 247 256 261 

Interest received 12 10 g 

Grants received 77 23 30 

Other property income ard other revenue 5 5 5 
Total revenue and grants received 340 294 305 
Finarcing transactions 

Net advances received -13 -109 -51 

Net borrowing 56 29 -43 

Increase in provisions 99 136 154 

Other financing transactions 3g — 25 
Total financing transactions (a) 180 55 85 
Deficit (b} 82 -80 -69 
less advances paid inet} -4 -5 2 
equals deficit adjusted for net advances 86 -75 67 


(a} Current plus capttal outlays minus ‘evenue and grants. ib] Financing transactions less increase in 
provisions. (¢) Any discrepancy between the total and the sum of component items is due to rounding. 


Source: AGS catalogue no, 5512.0 
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Total general government revenues increased by Notable movements in 1995-96 include an 

3% to $2,173 million in 1995-96, (from $2,106 increase in expenditure on new fixed assets 
million in 1994-95). Grants reccived from the cf$42 million which can be attributed to 
Commonwealth Government constituted the 

largest revenue item, increasing $81 million, increased capital expenditure by the 

from $1,133 million in 1994-95 to $1,214 million Hydro-Electric Corporation on transmission and 
in 1995-96, The proportion of total general clistribution, 

government revenue attributable to grants rose : a : ; 
from 54% in 1994-95 to 36% in 1995-96. Increases in provisions for 1995-96 totalled $154 


million, compared with $135 million in 1994-95 


Public trading enterprise sector and $99 million in 1993-94. 


The public trading enterprise sector returned a The low 1993-94 figure was mainly due to 
surplus of $69 million in 1995-96, compared reductions in provisions for retirement benefits 
with a surplus of $80 million in 1994-95. This and superannuation, by the Hydro-Electric 
follows a deficit of $82 million in 1993-94 and Corporation, as a result of unusually high 
surpluses for 1992-93 and 1991-92, The deficit payments made to superannuants in that year. 


in 1993-94 was influenced by increased capital 
outlays, a result of the $155 million purchase of 
the Spirit of Tasmania passenger ferry. 


TOTAL STATE GOVERNMENT TRANSACTIONS, TASMANIA (c) 
1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 
sm 


hem $m $m 
Current outlays 
Final consumption expenditure 1316 1362 1413 
Interest payments 547 534 483 
Other 228 248 260 
Total current outlays 2091 2145 2157 
Capital outlays 
Expenditure on new fixed assets 445 263 326 
Expenditure on second-hand fixed assets (net) -59 —40 -42 
Other -165 2 -12 
Total capital outlays 220 225 272 
Total outlays 2312 2370 2429 
Revenue and grants received 
Taxes, fees and fines 598 645 657 
Net operating surplus of public trading enterprises 247 256 261 
Interest received 175 169 145 
Grants received 1124 1135 1210 
Other 63 75 78 
Total revenue and grants received 2204 2279 2352 
Financing transactions 
Increases In provisions 99 4135 154 
Advances received (net) -120 -141 81 
Borrowing (neti 1015 -224 -103 
Other -886 320 107 
Total financing transactions (a) 108 o1 77 
Deficit (b} 9 -45 77 
less acvances paid {net} -175 -t 20 
equals deficit adjusted for net advances 184 -44 ~57 


fa} Current plus capital outlays Tinus revenue and grants. (6) Financing transactions rus increase ir 
provisions. ic] Any discepancy between the total and the sum of component items is due ta ror.rdina. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 5501.6 
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Local government finance 


‘Tasmania's 29 local government authorities (6 Local government authorities fund these 
city councils and 23 municipal councils) are operations principally through property taxes 
responsible fora number of funetions within (rates) and grants from State anc 
their municipalities including: Commonwealth governments. Other forms of 
revenue include charges for goods and services 
¢ the administration, construction and rendered, building fees and interest. 
maintenance of roads, water, sewerage and 
stormwater systems; The local government sector returned a surplus 


of $4 million in 1995-96, compared with $9 


isi { carhace ancl other sanitary 
* the provision of garhage ancl other sanitary million in 1994-95 and $12 million in 1993-94. 


Aen ‘This is the sixth consecutive year in which the 

« performing regulatory roies relating to local government sector has returned a surplus. 
construction supervisions, planning and 
animal registrations; In 1995-96, total current outlays were $175 


million. The most significant areas of 
expenditure were general public services ($43 
million or 25%), recreation and culture (332 
million or 18%) and transport and 
« the administration of libraries, museums ancl communications ($29 million or 17%). 

other cultural facilities and services. ‘Tasmanian local government authorities raisecl 
$142 million in taxes, fees and fines in 1995-96 


e the administration of recreational amenities 
including public halls, sports grounds, parks 
and swimming pools; and 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES FINANCES, TASMANIA, 1995-96 


Total revenue Total outlays 
and grants ard net 
received advances Deficit taj Net debt ib) 
$000 $'000 F000 $000 
Break O'Day 5631 5 759 59 949 
Brighton 8327 9821 1026 6594 — 
Burnie 21591 22 BF2 -948 6 288 
Central Coast 18 352 16 865 ? 042 -1 447 
Central Highlards 3774 3589 196 492 
Cireular Head 9194 8 O20 -1T7 3 804 
Clarerce 30 271 29 184 2071 11 818 
Derwent Valley 6612 7 O43 383 4 704 
Devonpart 22 842 23 267 -1 436 8 480 
Dorset 5 598 4 B87 -716 —2 186 
Flinders 2204 2 489 286 —2 271 
George Town 6339 6 243 234 9 306 
Glamorgan/Spring Bay 5579 577? 67 345 
Glenorchy 35 097 40 114 4016 18 471 
Hobart 56 978 64 353 4205 -15 066 
Huon Valley 10 798 10 676 -157 3221 
Kentish 3 363 3.509 118 350 
King Island 3312 3 836 466 -442 
Kingborougr 21 360 20 020 -2 592 -3 235 
Latrobe 6 293 6676 185 1511 
Launceston 57 559 61 402 -980 —8 384 
Meander Valley 9875 G 441 -820 Bog 
Northern Midlands 9 634 8 S7B -1279 3589 
Sorell 7 O47 7937 -160 1459 
Southern Midlands 6 296 6631 183 624 
Tasman 3017 2811 -206 -273 
Waratahy Wynyard 10118 9 536 -898 3 461 
West Coast & 700 5903 203 1008 
West Tamar 9633 16 074 102 1324 
Tasmania 403 293 418 894 -3 733 34 312 


(a} Outlays and net advances minus revenue and grants Tinus increase in prov sions. in) Gross 
indebtedness less financ:at assets 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 5501.6 


compared to $132 million in the previous year. 
Municipal rates was the largest contributor to 
this total, increasing by $9 million to $134 
million in 1995-96. 


Capital ouclays of $100 million were largely spent 
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The net deht of individual local government 
authorities ranges fram $18 million for 
Glenorchy Citv Council, to 4 $15 million net 
surplus for the Hobart City Council. The net 
debt per head fgures are more enlightening, 
ranging fram a net debt per head of $1,332 for 


on transport and communication ($44 million), 
which is consistent with the historic expenditure 
pattern, and sewerage ($19 million}, which has 
increased by $4 million. 


George Town to a net surplus per head of 
$2.414 for Flinders Island. 


Net debt figures are an indication of a councils 
liquidity and do not take into account fixed 
assets. Thus, an increased net debt figure may 
result from a council's borrowing for the 


At the 30 June 1996, the net debt position of 
‘Tasmania's local government sector was $34 
million, a $5 million improvement on the 30 construction of infrastructure (roads, water, 
June 1995 figure. The net debt of the local sewerage), recreational facilities, sports grounds 
government sector has decreased steadily over etc, 

recent years, as a consequence of recurring 

surpluses. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES, FINANCES PER HEAD, TASMANIA, 


1995-96 
Total revenue Total outlays 
and grants and net 
las advances DBeficil < Net debt ae 
“Break O'Day O61 983 “16 162 
Brighton B53 770 BO S17 
Burnie 1653 1106 -46 -307 
Central Coast 865 795 - 96 -68 
Central Highlands 4353 1 286 -?70 -176 
Circular Head t O82 1064 —21 447 a 
Clarence 609 587 -d2 238 
Dernvent Valley 647 689 7 460 
Devonport 901 917 57 334 
Darset TAS 649 -95 -290 
Flinders 2 396 2 705 311 -2 414 
George Town 908 ao4 -34 1332 
Glamorgar/Spring Bay 1354 1 402 46 84 
Glenorchy 795 909 ot 418 
Hobart 1240 1 367 89 -320 
Huon Valley B12 803 -12 242 
Kentish 629 656 22 -65 
King Island 1743 2019 245 -233 
Kingborough 773 725 -94 —1i7 
Latrobe B47 ae9 25 203 
Launceston B81 948 15 -128 
Meander Valley 629 602 -52 52 
Narthern Midlands 854 Ta? -113 318 
Sorell B05 804 -16 148 
Southern Midlands 1166 1228 34 116 
Tasman 1447 1348 99 -131 
Waratah’ Wynyard 726 684 64 2r7 
West Coast B44 875 30 149 
West Tamar 488 5160 5 67 
Tasmania 852 885 -8 72 


(a} Outlays and net advances minus revenue and grants minus increase in provisions. (b) Gross 
indebtedness less financial assets. 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 5501.6 
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1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 

Item $m sm $m 
Current outlays 

General government firal consumption expenditure 122 129 147 

Interest payments 20 19 16 

Other 10 eal 12 
Total current outlays 152 159 175 
Capital outlays 

Gross fixed capital expendrure 81 85 98 

Other al 2 2 
Total capital outlays 83 87 100 
Total outlays 235 246 275 
Revenue ard grants received 

Taxes, fees and fines 125 132 142 

Ne? operating surpluses of public trading enterprises 27 25 25 

Interest received 9g 14 12 

Grants received 61 57 65 

Other 7 41 14 
Total revenue and grants received 229 236 259 
Financing transactions 

Increase in provisions 17 19 19 

Net borrowing -t 13 -7 

Other sit 4 4 
Total financing transactions 5 10 16 
Deficit (a} -12 -3 -4 


(a) Financing transactions less increase in provisions. 
Source: ABS catalogue no, 5501.6 


Public sector debt 


The net debt of the State Government was 
$3,274 million at 30 June 1996, of which 58% was 
attributed to the public trading enterprise 
sector. The local government sector’s net debt 
was $34 million at 30 June 1996, giving a total 
State and Local Government net debt figure of 
$3 308 million. Local Government accaunts for 
only 1% of total State ancl Local Government net 
debt. 


Public trading enterprise debt has a different 
impact on public finances from general 
government debt, as public tracing enterprises 
tend to borrow to attain assets which are used to 
generate revenue to service the debt. General 
government borrowing usually relates to assets 
used in che provision of services which do not 
generate revenue. 


Since 1990 Tasmania has been given a credit 
rating along with the other States. The ratings of 
the major agencies such as Moody's Investors 
Service, and Standard and Poor’s Ratings Group 
are extremely important because they affect the 


interest rates which the State must pay, ancl thus 
affect the budget. 


STATE AND TERRITORY GOVERNMENT NET DEBT 


AS at 30 June 


1gg4 1995 1996 
sm $m $m. 

NSW 19 851 19 250 18 582 
Vic. 32 027 31637 20 617 
Qld -242 -1331 ~2 456 
SA 8 568 8511 7 753 
WA 8 1416 7 605 § 323 
Tas. 3407 3316 3274 
NT 1394 1 407 1351 
ACT 83 112 _ dae 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 5513.0 ang ungumtishesdt site 
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STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL ASSETS AND 
LIABILITIES, TASMANIA (a) 


AS at 30 June 


1994 1995 1996 
$m $m $m 
State general government 
Gross indebtecness 3797 3669 3284 
Financial assets 2 438 2319 19304 
Net debt (b} 41358 1350 1383 
State public trading enterprise 
Gress indebtedness 2313 2 228 24111 
Financial assets 263 261 226 
Net debt (b} 2049 1966 1894 
Total State Government 
Gross indebtedness 5 184 5 060 4658 
Financial assets 177? 1743 1384 
Net debt (b} 3 407 3316 3274 
Local government 
Gress indebtedness 193 180 VF2 
Financial assets 141 140 137 
Net debt (hb) 52 40 34 
State and local government 
Gress indebtedness 5 359 5 1838 4784 
Financial assets 4 892 1 832 LAF? 
Net debt (b} 3 467 3356 3 308 


ia) Totals between sectors may not add because of consolidatian. (b) Gross 
indebtedness less financial assets. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 5501.6 and unpublished data 


State and local government 
taxation 


State Government revenue from taxes, fees ancl 
fines increased $12 million, from $645 million in 
1994-95 to $657 million in 1995-96. The major 
components of this movement were a $7 million 


STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT TAXES, FEES 
AND FINES PER HEAD OF MEAN POPULATION 


1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 
$ $ S 


(9%) increase in tobacco franchise taxes and a $7 NSW 1958 2 007 2 139 
million (9%) increase in motor vehicle taxes. Vic. 1993 2 039 2 184 
Qld 1425 1520 1594 

Local government revenue from taxes, fees and. SA 1561 1618 172i 
fines increased $10 million, from $132 million in ee 2660 1744 1818 
1994-95 to $142 million in 1995-96. Municipal ae aseh cape ie 
PEELE Bos lace eta NT 1394 1526 1725 

rates was the largest contributor, increasing 7% ACT 1733 1775 1799 
to $134 million in 1995-96. All States 1790 1851 1.965 


Tasmania’s State and local government taxcs, Source: ABS catalogue no, 5506.0 and 6512.0 


fees and fines per head figure was $1,690 in 
1995-96, a $51 increase on the 1994-95 figure of 
$1,639 and well below the average of ail States 

; and territories, $1,965. Tasmania has the second 
lowest taxes, fees and fines per head figure in 
Australia with Queensland recording the lowest 


($1,594), 
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ECONOMIC TRANSACTIONS FRAMEWORK 
(ETF): This framework is used to classify 
economic transactions of government agencies. 
It applies to transactions berween agencies, and 
between an agency and the rest of the economy. 


Transactions have four main groups: current 
outlays; capital outlays; revenue and grants 
received; and financing transactions. 


e CURRENT OUTLAYS: Currene outlays are 
both expenditure on goods and services nat 
resulting in acquisition of assets, and transfer 
payments. There are three sub-groups of 
transactions in this group: 


* general government final consumption 
expenditure relates to the net result to the 
government for the provision of goods and 
services. AS governments usually charge 
less than the cost of these services, a net 
payment results. 


* requited current transfer payments are 
those where something is received in 
return (such as rence in return for che use of 
land). 


* unrequited current transfer payments are 
those where no direct benefit is received in 
réturn (such as payment of personal 
benefits). 


« CAPITAL OUTLAYS: Capital outlays are capital 
expenditure on fixed assets, land and 
intangible assets and changes in stock, plus 
net advances, Net advances are the only 
repayable transactions which are incluctecl in 
outlays and not in financing items. This is 
because advances are used as a means of 
carrying Gut government policy in particular 
purposes. 


e REVENUE AND GRANTS RECEIVED: Revenue 
and grants are those receipts available to 
finance outlays of public authorities and 
consist mainly of non-repayable receipts 
(such as taxes, grants ancl interest} and 
operating surpluses of public trading 
encerprises. 


Glossary 


*« FINANCING TRANSACTIONS: 
Financing transactions are the means 
by which governments finance their 
deticits or invest their surpluses. 
Financing transactions include net 
borrowings (domestic and overseas), 
advances from other government 
agencies, changes in private crust funds, 
changes in cash and bank balances, net 
investments, and changes in previsions. 


FINAL CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE: 
General government expenditure on the 
provision of goods and services is known 
as final consumption expenditure. It 
comprises Current expenditure on wages, 
salaries and supplements, superannuation 
payments and goods and services other 
than fixed assets and stocks, less sales of : 
soods and services and superannuation 
TECeIPTS, 


— 


NEW FIXED ASSETS EXPENDITURE: 
These are transactions which relate to 
payments for new fixed assets, such as 
buildings and capital equipment. ‘Fhese 
transactions are found in both gencral 
government and public trading 
enterprises. 


GOVERNMENT PURPOSE 
CLASSIFICATION: 

This classification categorises outlays in 
terms of the purpose for which the outlay 
is made. Because of the nature of the 
federal system in Australia, State 
governments have large expenditures on 
education, health, and police. 


CENTRAL BORROWING AUTHORITY 
(CBA): Tasmania has a central borrowing 
authority, as do most of the Australian 
States and territories. In Tasmania the 
CRA is the Tasmanian Public Finance 
Corporation, or Tascorp, the agency 
through which most of the borrowing and 
investing for other government agencies is 
conducted. 


SS en 
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STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT TAXES, FEES AND FINES, TASMANIA 


Employers payroll taxes 


Taxes on property 
Municipal rates 
Other 

Total 


Taxes on provision of goods and services 
Excises 

Taxes on gambling 

Taxes on insurance 

Total 


Taxes an use of goods and performance of activities 
Motor vehicle taxes 
Franchise taxes 
Petraluem products 
Tobacco francnise taxes 
Liquor franchise taxes 
Other 
Total 


Total taxes 
Tota! fees and fines 


Taxes, fees and fines 
State government 
Local government 
Total 


1993-1894 
$m 


131 


119 
146 
267 


1994-1995 
$m 


137 


125 
155 
280 


14 
Si 
28 
93 


76 


1995-96 
am 


142 


134 
153 
287 


14 
55 
29 
$8 


Source: AGS catalogue no. 5506.0 


FURTHER READING 


ABS publications 


Classifications Manual for Government Finance Statistics, Australia (1217) 


Government Financial Estimates, Australia (5501.0) 


Expenditure on Fducation, Australia (5510.0) 


Government Finance Statistics, Australia (5512.0) 


Government Finance Statistics, Australia, Concepts, Sources and Methods (3314.0) 


information Paper. Developments in Government Linance Statistics (5516.0) 


Government Finance Statistics, Tasmania (5501.6) 


Public Sector Financial Assets and Liabilities, Australia (5513.0) 


taxation Revenue, Australia (S506.0} 


Other publications 


The Budget 1997-98 and Supporting Information, Government Printer, Hobart. 


Plasto: The Mercury 


The first human inhabitants of what is now 
Tasmania arrived more than 35,000 years ago, 
crossing the land bridge that then connected! 
Tasmania to the mainland. The total population, 
before white settlement, has been estimated at 
between 5,000 and 10,000. White settlement 
began in 1803 to secure British strategic interests 
against the French. In keeping with the penal 
nature of the early settlement, most of the 
population were convicts or government 
officials. Ar the Census of 1847, just over 50% of 
the total population of 70,000 were, or had been, 
convicts. Less than 20% were free immigrants. 


Until the mid-nineteenth century, ‘Tasmania 
experienced a fairly rapid build-up of population. 
However, in the early 1850s this rapid rate of 
population increase slumped. This decline was 
due to two major factors: the discovery of gold 
in Victoria in 1851, which led to a large-scale 
emigration of Tasmanians, and the ending of 


CHAPTER 7 


Population 


Tasmania's population 
continues to age. In 
1996, the median age Of 
Tasmania's population 
was 34.6 years 
compared with the 1986 
figure «of 30.0 years. 


Transportation in 1853. This decline was reversed 
in the carly 1870s, partly due to a growth in 
mainland markets for Tasmanian primary 
products, and also important tin and gold 
discoverics in ‘lasmania. Between 1861 and 
1876, the population increased from 90,000 to 
105,000. The next 15 years to 1891 saw the 
population reach 147,000, an annual rate of 
increase more than double that of the previous 
pericd. 


The effects of economic depression in Australia 
in the 1890s, while severe, were eased somewhat 
in Tasmania by the silver and copper mining 
boom on the West Coast. Tasmania’s relative 
prosperity was reflected in a net migration in 
excess of 4,000 per year from 1896 to 1899. 
While federation in 1901 meant free access to 
mainland markets for primary producers, many 
small manufacturers faced strong competition 
from mainland firms. 
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Economic stagnation, exacerbated by the decline 
of the West Coast mining boom, was reflected in 
a drift of people to the mainland. Attracting 
manufacturing industries through the provision 
of cheap hydro-electric power came to be seen 
as a way out of the economic gloom. While this 
was partly successful, it was not wholly sufficient, 
especially during the economic depression of 
the late 1920s and 1930s. Rural industries, always 
important to Tasmania’s economic well-being, 
were particularly affected by the depression. In 
the 35 years between 1900 and 1935, Tasmania's 
population grew at less than 0.7% per year. 


After World War II, Tasmania shared in the 
prosperity of the Australian economy. The 
post-war baby boom and gains from overseas 
immigration resulted in an annual population 
increase of 1.5% in the 35 years from 1945 to 
1980, more than double the pre-war rate. 
Tasmanians made up 2.9% of the population. 


In the 1980s Tasmania still lagged behind the 
mainland States. Tasmania's annual growth rate 
averaged 0.8% while the Australian growth rave 
averaged 1.5%. As a result, the proportion of the 
total Australian population living in Tasmania 
decreased to 2.7%. 


In the early 1990s a move was made to 
counteract the low growth. In 1990 Tasmania’s 
growth rate averaged 1.4%. However, this was 
short-lived and while the Australian growth rate 
has averaged 1.2% in the first seven vears of the 
1990s, Tasmania has averaged only 0.5%. With 
the annual rate below 0.5% since che beginning 
of 1993 Tasmania’s proportion of the total 
Australian population at 3] December 1996 was 
2.5%. 


Population growth 


From 1976 to 1996, Tasmania's resident 


population growth rate was the lowest of all the 
States, followed by South Australia, Victoria and 
New South Wales. In 1991-92, the population 

growth rate fell below 1%, falling cach 


subsequent year Lo less than a fifth of 1% in 


1995-06. The 1995-96 rare for Australia was over 
seven times the rate for Tasmania. 


MAJGR COMPONENTS OF POPULATION GROWTH 


sensei (a) 
Natural 

in¢rease = = Net migration Total growth 
% Ye 36 
NSW 0,68 0.59 1.34 
Vic. 0.62 0.26 0.99 
Olid 0.78 1.59 2.32 
SA 0.52 -0.14 0.34 
YALA, 0.82 1,00 1.86 
Tas. 0.65 -O.47 0.18 
NT 1.63 0.43 2.30 
ACT 1.07 0.06 1.14 
Australia 0.70 0.63 1.37 


(a) Year ended 306 June 1996. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 3101.0 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION (a) 


NSW 


1976 
000 


1996 
‘000 


Growth 
% 


6 203.9 


Vic. 

Qk 

SA 

WA 

Tas. 

NT 

ACT 
Australia 


4959.6 
3810.4 
2092.4 
1274.4 
1178.3 
412.3 
98.2 
207.7 
14633.1 


(a) Year ended 30 June. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 3101.0 


POPULATION GROWTH, TASMANIA 


Year ended 30 June 
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94 
1994-95 


1995 -96 


Growth 
ne, 


4614 
2979 
1 805 
1 298 
838 
870 


Rate 
% 


1.00 
0.64 
0.38 
0.28 
0.18 
0.18 


Australian rate 
%. 
1,28 
1.20 
0.97 
1.05 
1.21 
1.37 


Source: ABS calalogue ne. 3204.6 


4560.4 
3239.1 
1474.4 
1765.7 
474.6 

181.9 

308.0 

_ 183115 


—~ 


25.1 
19.7 
59.6 
15.7 
43.8 
15.1 
85.2 
48.3 


30.5 


dictns Deaths 
Year erdcc 36 June no. ne, 
1990-91 6972 3712 
1991-92 6 878 3 688 
1992-93 6790 3675 
1993-94 6837 3753 
1994-95 67'S 3436 
1995-96 p 6440 3.832 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 3204.6 


Natural increase 

Until the year ended 38 June 1987, Tasmania's 
rate of natural increase closely mirrored 
Australia’s, which, in line with most of the 
developed world had been gradually falling. 
However, since the year 1987-88 the Tasmanian 
rate has fallen below the Australian rate. In 
1995-96 Tasmania's rate of natural increase was 
0.55%, compared with the Australian rate of 
0.70%, 


Migration 


interstate migration 

Tasmania experienced net gains in interstate 
migration in the years 1988-89 to 1990-91. Since 
then, however, increasingly greater net losses 
have been recordecl. In 1995-96 there was an 
estimated net loss of 2,725 people, or 0.58%. 
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NATURAL POPULATION INCREASE, TASMANIA 


Natural 

increase Rate Australian ete 

PO Ma % 
3 265 O71 0.83 
3196 0.68 O79 
3115 0.66 0.78 
3084 0.65 0.75 
2939 0.62 G73 
2 608 0.55 0.70 


Qverseas migration 


In Tasmania, the rate of population increase 
caused by overseas migration has always been 
low, and since 1987-88 the rate has been 
diminishing. In the year ended 30 June 1996, the 
rate of increase caused by overseas migration 
was estimated to be 0.1%. ‘This was less than 
one-fifth of the Australian rate of population 
increase, 0.6%, 


ESTIMATED INTERSTATE MIGRATION, TASMANIA 


Arrivals 
Year ended 30 June ro. 
1990-91 11696 
1991-92 46 586 
1992-93 41089 
1993-94 9490 
1994-95 10 142 
1995-96 p 10 577 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 3204, 


é 


Departures Net Rate 
na. no. oo 

10 880 816 0.18 
10 933 -343 -O.07 
12 642 -1 553 -0.33 
11 652 -? 162 -0.46 
12 S57 2? 715 O.57 
13 302 <2 725 -0,58 


ESTIMATED OVERSEAS MIGRATION, TASMANIA 


Arrivals 
Year ended 30 June ne, 
1990-91 2028 
$991-92 1851 
1992-93 1979 
1993-94 1943 
1994-95 2189 
1995-96 2255 


Deoartures Net (a) Rate Austrahan rate 
no. ne. Fist 96 

1559 408 3.093 0.51 
1649 36 0.04 0.40 

1 682 103 0.02 O17 
1533 192 G.04 0.26 
1723 312 0.07 0.45 
1785 436 O14 0.63 


ia] Estimates of net overseas migration include an adjustmedt for change in travel intention. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 3204.6 
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Population distribution 


in terms of population distribution, l'asmania is The local government area which had the largest 

the most clecentraliscd State with nearly 60% of percentage increase in estimated population 

the population living outside the capital city since 1991 was Sorell (4.5%), followed by 

statistical division. Meander Valley (2.9%}, Tasman (2.4%) and 
Latrobe (2.4%). Kinghorough recorded the 

At 30 June 1996 the resident population of largest actual increase of 2,672 people. The 

Tasmania was estimated at 474,592, Ona largest percentage loss was recorded by West 

regional basis, the Greater Hobart-Southern Coast (3.6%). 


Region accounted for 48.5% of the population, 
the Northern Region 28.3% and the Mersey—Lyell 


Region 23.2%. 
ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS, TASMANIA 
ce Annual 
average rate Praportion of 
1991 [aj 1996 [ai of change State 
Local government area nd, ra. 3h oh 
Brighton 12 190 12 759 0.92 2.7 
Central Highlands 2 969 2452 -2.98 0.5 
Clarence 49 379 69 552 o.07 10.4 
Derwent Valley 10 346 9 862 -0.95 2.1 
Glamorgan/Spring Bay 3927 4146 1.09 0.9 
Glenorchy 43 578 44 459 0.40 9.4 
Hobart 47 681 46 926 0.32 9.9 
Huon Valley 12 634 13 474 1.30 2.8 
Kingborough 25 441 28 113 2.02 5.9 
Sorell 8518 10 634 4.54 2.2 
Southern Midlands 5136 5597 1.66 1.2 
Tasman 1 956 220/ 2.44 o5 — 
Greater Hobart-Southern Region 223 755 230 261 0.57 43.5 
Break O'Day 5551 5 688 1.19 12 
Dorset 7 428 7425 0.01 1.6 
Flinders 965 981 0.33 a2 
George Town 7 165 6929 0.67 1.5 
Launceston 65 370 63 918 0.45 13.5 
Meander Valley 15 005 17 270 2.85 3.6 
Nerthern Midlands 11472 11 846 0.64 2.5 
West Tamar 18 124 19 846 1.83 4.2 
Northern Region 131 086 134 097 0.46 28.3 
Burnie 21071 19971 -1.07 4.2 
Central Coast 21135 21358 0.21 4.6 
Circular Head 8 330 & 449 0.19 1.8 
Devonport 25211 24 933 0.22 iva 
Kentish 5176 5 461 1.08 1.2 
King Island 1917 1 882 0.37 0.4 
Latrobe 6 924 i799 2.44 1.6 
Waratah Wynyard 14 339 14013 0.46 3.0 
West Coast 7 664 6 368 -3.64 1.3 
Mersey-Lyeil Region 111 967 110 234 0,31 23.2 
Tasmania 466802 = 474592 0.33 109.0 


ta; As at 30 tune. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 3204.6 
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SEX BY AGE DISTRIBUTION, TASMANIA (a) 


Sex ratic 

Males Females males per 100 

Age group (years) ne. na. fermniales 
0-4 17 619 16 672 105.68 
5-14 36 575 35 109 104.18 
15-24 23 658 32 816 102.57 
25-34 33 465 34 512 96.97 
35-44 36 129 36 716 98.40 
45-64 50673 BO 207 100.93 
65 and over 26 254 34 187 76.80 
All ages ib 234 373 240 219 97.57 


ia) As at 30 June. (b} There may be discrepancies setween totals due 


te rounding. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 3101.0 


Characteristics of 
Fasmanians 


Sex 


In 1996, the Tasmanian population contained an 
estimated 5,846 more females than males. This 
excess af females is concentrated in the 65 and 
over age group. 


Age 


Tasmania’s population, like Australia’s, 
continues to age. In 1996, the meciian age (the 
age at which one half of the population is 
younger and the other half older} of Tasmania’s 
population was 34.6 years. ‘This was 4.1 years 
above the median age in 1986 and 5.8 vears 
above that in 1981. By comparison, the median 
age of all Australians in 1996 was 34.0 years. 


The age distribution of Tasmania’s population 
has also changed markedly over time. In 1901, 
48% of the population were aged under 20 years. 
This compares with 33% who were aged under 
20 vears in 1986, and 29.4% in 1996, 


Births and deaths 
Births 


‘The late 1950s and early 1960s was a period of 
peak fertilicy in the post-war era, before a decline 
in the mid 1960s which continued through the 
1970s. Since 1980, a period of stabiliry has been 
reached, but ata Icvel only slighdy over 50% of 
the 1961 rate. 


Prior to 1977 the most fertile age group was 
20-24 years; itis now the 25-29 age group. The 
fertility rates of the under 20 and 20-24 age 
groups have been declining steadily during the 
1970s and 1980s, while the 25-29, 30-34 and 
35-39 age groups have shown steady increases. 


NET REPRODUCTION RATES, TASMANIA AND 


AUSTRALIA (a) 

Tasmania Australia 
1990 0.928 0.911 
1991 0.935 0.890 
1992 0,933 0.809 
1993 0.922 0.896 
1994 0.940 0.882 
1995 0,916 0.876 


(a) The extent to which the population can reproduce itself 
over time. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 3311.6 


Several factors have contributed to these 
changes, including later marriage and an 
increasing period between marriage and the 
birth of the first child. For example, since the 
early 1960s the median age for spinster brides 
has increased, from about 21 years to 24.8 years 
in 1995, Also, in the mid 1960s the median 
duration berween marriage and the birth of the 
first child was about 12 months; in the 1990s it 
has been, on average, about 2 and a half veurs. 


The fertility rate, as measured by the net 
reproduction rate, is falling and since the early 
1970s has been below replacement level. The 
Tasmanian fertiliry rate has generally been 
higher than the national rate. 


Deaths 


Life expectancy 


Life expectancy is a measure used to indicate 
changes in the health status of a community. It is 
the number of years that a person can, on 
average, expect to live past their present age; it is 
based on death rates of the population. In the 
early twentieth century, life expectancy at birth 
was less than life expectancy at age 5, a reflection 


92 Tasmanian Year Book 1998 


of the high infant mortaiity rates. 


More recently, with improvements in hygiene 
and health care, infant and early-age death rates 
have decreased significantly. Since the start of 
the century, life expectancy at birth has 
increased by 19.8 years for males anc 22.0 years 
for females. 


Changes to life expectancy rates for older age 
groups were only minor until the 1970s. In 
1970-72, life expectancy for males aged GO was 
15.4 years, compared with 14.3 years in the first 
decade of this century. For females the 
difference was 19.7 compared with 16.2 years. 
Since 1970-72 there has been a significant 
increase in life expectancy of 60-year-olds. In 
1993-95, life expectancy for males agcd 60 was 
19.5 years, an increase of 4.1 years from 
1970-72. For females aged 60, life expectancy 
was 23.7 vears, an increase of 4.0 years from 
1970-72. Much of this improvement can be 
related to advances in the prevention and 
treatment of diseases associated with the 
circulatory system, including heart attacks and 
strokes. 


LIFE EXPECTANCY, AUSTRALIA 


1901 1910 1993-1995 

Males Females Males Females 

Age tyears) years. years years yoars 
a) 65.2 58.8 75.0 40.8 
5 57.9 38.5 70.6 76.4 
10 53.5 56.0 65.7 714 
20 44.7 475 $5.9 61.6 
40 28.6 315 37.2 42.4 
60 14.3 16.2 19.5 OAT 
70 8.7 10.0 12.4 15.6 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 3311.6 


Mortality 


The 1970s, 1980s and 1990s were decades of 
considerable improvement in hfe expectancy. 
Improvements in age-specific death rates have 
heen most marked among the age proups over 
G0 years with decreases of bernween 32% and 40% 
for males and 29% and 56% for females. The 
infant mortality rate has also fallen quite 
dramatically, from 20.3 per thousand live male 
births in 1960-62 to 8.5 in 1995, and from 17.3 to 
3.2 among females. 


AGE-SPECIFIC DEATH RATES, TASMANIA 


Males Females 
Age #roup (years| 1970-72 1995 1970-72 1995 
Under 1 17.8 8.5 11.5 3.2 
41-4 1.0 0.3 7 6.0 
5-3 0.5 0.2 a4 1 
10-14 0.6 0,2 0.3 a1 
15-19 2.4 OF 0.6 a1 
20-24 2.0 12 0.5 0.5 
25-29 is 1.8 0.8 0.2 
30-34 18 1.2 0.8 0.5 
35-39 21 11 1.3 0.7 
40-44 3.4 dar 1.9 1.7 
45-49 5.3 3.4 3.0 2.5 
50-54 9.5 4.2 5.6 3.6 
55-59 15'5 Ta 8.0 5.8 
60-64 25.2 15.0 12,4 8.8 
65-69 39.5 26.9 243 15.0 
7O-74 62.2 35.7 365 21.5 
75-79 91.9 60.7 60.9 38.6 
80-84 164.0 1603.9 135.5 67.6 
&5 ard over ma, 209.2 nd. 156.5 


Source: unoublished ABS data 


Ha 
z 
: 


1820 
1830 
1840 
18590 
1860 
1876 (a) 
1880 
18390 


1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1950 


1960 
1961 (d) 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 [(d} 
1967 
1968 
1969 


1970 
1971 {a} 
1972 
1973 
1g74 
1975 
1976 (d} 
1977 
1978 
1979 


1980 
1981 (d} 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 (d) 
1987 
1988 
1989 


1996 
1991 (a) 
199? 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 [d} 


Total at. 30 
June 
no. 


fa. 
na. 
na. 
ha. 
na. 
na. 
na. 
fa. 


n.a. 
189 807 
209 425 
219 983 
240 191 
275 S02 


343 915 
350 346 
355 668 
360 727 
364 311 
367 305 
371 436 
375 244 
379 649 
384 893 


387 720 
398 100 
400 300 
403 106 
406 200 
410 100 
412 300 
415 000 
417 600 
426 800 


423 600 
427 200 
429 800 
432 800 
437 800 
442 800 
446 500 
449 200 
454 100 
455 300 


462 200 
466 800 
469 800 
471 600 
472 900 
473 700 
A474 600 


Mean 

year ended 
30 June 
no. 


na. 
n.d. 
na. 
na. 
na. 
na. 
na. 
na. 


n.a. 
190 792 
208 599 
215 269 
240 023 
274 493 


344111 
350 OF? 
353 175 
358 180 
362 758 
366 366 
369 600 
373 321 
37? 582 
382 710 


386 665 

(el na. 
399 400 
401 800 
40] 600 
408 300 
411 300 
413 7OO 
416 500 
419 200 


422 200 
425 300 
428 600 
431009 
435 100 
440 100 
444 600 
448 000 
456 006 
452 900 


458 500 
464 600 
468 500 
470 806 
472 400 
473 406 
474 306 


POPULATION, TASMANIA 
Mean 
year ended 
31 Dec 
ne. Persons Males 
na. 5 400 ne. 
na. 24279 18 108 
na. 45999 32 040 
na. 68 670 44 229 
88 732 Bo 821 49 653 
100038 100886 53 517 
113648 114790 60 568 
143224 144 787 76453 
172631 172900 89 763 
191005 183803 98 866 
219350 212 752 107 259 
220933 2275297 113 505 
241434 244002 123 650 
278 785 290333 147 103 
346913 355969 180511 
353623 353258 178864 
355682 358087 181 085 
360590 362799 183330 
364554 3668508 185051 
367970 369608 186483 
371483 373309 185180 
37539 377841 190369 
379916 383055 192 B71 
385079 386998 194 788 
388160 390253 196 363 
ina. 399500 200600 
400500 401900 201 600 
403200 404600 202 800 
406 300 408800 204600 
410000 411500 205900 
412400 413700 206900 
415100 416500 208300 
417800 419100 2096006 
420 700 422200 210700 
422600 425200 211600 
427 100 428300 212900 
429 8400 431000 214200 
432800 435100 216100 
437 600 440100 218400 
4427500 444600 220700 
446400 448200 222 500 
449000 449800 223100 
451200 452800 224500 
455400 458400 227 400 
461800 464500 230400 
466700 468500 232 100 
469700 471000 233 200 
471800 472500 2335800 
472900 4723400 234 400 
473900 474200 234 200 
474500 474200 234 700 
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Estimated population (a) 
Totals @t 31 December 


Females 
na. 
6171 
13 959 
24641 
40 166 
47 369 
§4 222 
68 334 


83137 
94 937 
105 493 
111 792 
120 352 
143 230 


175 458 
174 394 
177 O02 
175 469 
181 457 
183 125 
185 129 
187 Ar2 
190 184 
192 210 


193 890 
198 900 
200 300 
201 300 
204 200 
205 600 
206 800 
208 300 
209 600 
214 600 


213 600 
215 400 
216 800 
219 000 
224 700 
223 900 
225 7O0 
226 700 
228 300 
231 000 


234 200 
236 300 
237 700 
238 700 
239 400 
240 300 
240 100 


Aqnual rate of 
increase of 
populatian ic) 
% 


Masculiaty (5) 

na. #.00 
233.4 11.35 
229.5 2.75 
179.5 37 
123.6 5.12 
113.0 1.44 
112.7 2.02 
111.9 2,38 
108.0 2.21 
104.1 O79 
101.7 1.37 
101.5 0.48 
102.7 0.34 
102.7 3.20 
102.9 1.31 
102.6 0.76 
102.3 1.37 
102.2 1.32 
102.0 1.02 
101.48 0.85 
101.6 1.00 
101.5 1234 
101.4 1.38 
101.3 1.03 
101.3 0.84 
100.4 ie] na. 
100.6 0.60 
106.5 0.67 
100.2 1.04 
100.1 0.66 
100.0 0.53 
106.0 0.68 
106.9 0.62 
94.6 0.74 
99.1 O71 
98.6 0.73 
98.8 0.63 
98,7 0,96 
98.5 1.44 
9#.6 1.02 
98.6 0.82 
98.4 0.35 
98.3 0.66 
98.4 1.24 
98.4 1.33 
98.2 0.85 
98.1 o.54 
o7.9 0,32 
O77 O.19 
a7.6 0.18 
O75 O.01 


(a) Prior to 1966 excludes tribally born Aboriginats. (b) Number of ma 


ies per 100 females. (ci Toe rate of increase during tie 12 


months to 31 December or, in the years prior ta 1936, the average (comooqund] rate of ircrease during the previous 5 years. (d} 
Census yea". (6) Not available due to change in series. 
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Marriages and divorces 


Marriages 


Marriage is a legal contract, but it also has 
profound religious and cultural significance. 
There were 2,654 marriages registered in 
Tasmania during 1996. Tasmania's crude 
marriage rate for 1996 was 5.6 per 1,000 of mcan 
population, the lowest rate since 1895 and the 
second lowest ever recorded. 


Although the marriage rate has generally 
declined, and the incidence of divorce and de 
facto relationships (especially among younger 
people) has increased over the past 20 years, 
89% of Tasmanian couples counted in the 1996 
Census said that they were married. Associated 
with changes in living arrangements has been an 
increase in the age at first marriage. There has 
also been a trend towards civil rather than 
religious Marriage ceremonies, 


Age at marriage 


Since the mid-1970s there has been a move 
towards fewer marriages each year. In addition, 
the age of people in first marriages has steadily 
become older. 


The median age (the age where there are as 
many people marrying above the age as there 
are people marrying below it) at first marriage in 
Tasmania in 1995 was 26.8 years for men and 
24.8 years for women (compared with 22.8 years 
for men and 20.5 years for women in 1972). 


The difference between men and women in 
median age at first marriage has consistently 
been over two years. 


MEDIAN AGE OF BRIDES AND BRIDEGROOMS, 


TASMANIA 
1930 1995 
years years: 
Brides 
Never married 23.6 24.8 
All brides 25.3 26.6 
Bridégrooms 
Never married 25.9 26.8 
All bridegrooms 27.9 28.9 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 3311.6 


The median age at marriage varies according to 
previous marital status. For divorcees remarrving 
in 1995, the median age at remarriage was 41.5 
years for men and 37,9 vears for wornen. 


The move towards later marriage is clear when 
the ages at marriage are compared between 
1973 anc 1995, In 1973, 38% of all brides were 
less than 19-years old, whereas in 1995, only 1% 
of all brides were in this age group. Conversely, 
in 1973, 8% ofall brides were aged between 25 
and 29 years, whereas in 1995, 28% of all brides 
were in this age group. 


A similar pattern emerges for bridegrooms. in 
1973, 66% of all bridegrooms were less than 
25-years old, whereas in 1995, only 23% of all 
bridegrooms were in this age group. Conversely, 
in 1973, 24% of all bridegrooms were aged 
hetween 25 and 34 vears, whereas in 1995, 50% 
of all bridegrooms were in this age group. 


Marriage ceremonies 


There has been a shift from religious towards 
civil marriage ceremonies. Although almost haif 
of the 2,654 Tasmanian weddings in 1996 were 
performed by ministers of religion, the 
proportion has steadily declined, from 85% in 
1973 to 48.6% in 1996, Most of this shift 
occurred in the 1970s and can be attributed to 
the Commonwealth Government's introduction, 
in 1973, of authorised private civil celebrants to 
provide an alternative to religious ceremonies 
(conducted by a minister of religion registered 
as an authorised celebrant), and State Registry 
weddings. 


In 1996, 71% of all Tasrnanian religious weddings 
were performed by ministers of the Anglican, 
Catholic or Uniting churches. This is broadly 
consistent with the incidence of these 
denominations in the population. Of the 1,290 
marriages performed by ministers of religion in 
1996, 421 (33%) were in the Anglican Church, 
325 (25%) were in the Catholic Church and 173 
(13%) were in the Uniting Church. 


In 1995, 47% of the 2,840 weddings involved 
remarriage for one or bath partners (94% of 
these involved at least one divorced person). 
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MARRIAGE, CATEGORY OF CELEBRANT 


Celebrant 

Ministers of Religion (a) 
Anglican 
Baptist 
Cathaiic 
Churches of Christ 
Lutheran 
Orthodox 
Presbytenan 
Uniting Church 
Other 

Total 


Civil celebrants 
Official registrars 
Other civil celehrants 
Total 


All celebrants 


Tasmania 

Australia 

1973 1996 1996 
% je 
37.2 15.9 12.0 
2.6 43 1.7 
20.5 12.2 18.1 
0.65 oF 1.0 
ra, 0.2 1.0 
a, 0.5 2.7 
4,4 1.0 1.3 
a. 6.5 7.8 
19.5 7.3 7.6 
&5.4 48.6 53.2 
14.9 4.5 8.2 
re 46.9 338.5 
14.9 51.4 46.8 
__ 100.0 100.0 106.0 


fa} Under authority of the Australian Marriages Act 1961. 
Source: ABS catalogue nos. 3306.0, 3311.6 


Divorces 


Under the Hamily Law Act 1975, the only 
ground on which a divorce may be granted is 
that of irretrievable breakdown of the marriage. 
This ground needs ta be established hy the fact 
that che husband and wife have lived apart for 12 
months or more, where there is no reasonable 
likelihood of reconciliation. 


There were 1,279 divorces registered in 
Tasmania in 1995, compared with 1,344 
registered in 1994. The crude divorce rate of 2.7 
divorces registered for every 1,000 pcople was 
the lowest since 1990. 


Age distribution 


Over the past 6 years, the highest civorce rate _ 
for males has mast frequently been in the 35-39 
year age group, being 14.9 per 1,000 in 1995, 
From 1990 to 1991, the highest divorce rate for 
fernales has been in the 25-29 year age group. 
But in 1992 the 30-34 vear age group had the 
highest rate, and fram 1993 to 1995, the 35-39 
year age croup had the highest rate, being 14.3 
per 1,000 in 1995. 


DIVORCES REGISTERED IN TASMANIA 


1990 1994 1995 
Divorces granted 14176 1544 1279 
Crude divorce rate (per 1,000 papulation) 2.5 3.3 2.7 
Median duration of marriage (years) 10,2 12.1 11.2 
Median interval between marriage and final separation (years) 7.6 88 4.3 
Divorces invealving children 
Number 721 939 na 
Percentage of total divorcees 61.6 60.8 na 
Average issue 2 2 na 
Applicant 
Husband 443 486 410 
Wife 654 898 F2L 
Joint 68 160 148 


Source: ABS catalogue ng. 3311.6 
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Divorces involving chiidren Previous marital status 

The proportion of divorces involving children In 1994, previously divorced husbands 

has fluctuated in recent years, rising to 64% of all accounted for 16.8% of divorcees, compared to 
divorces registered in 1996 after having fallen to the 15.6% recorded in 1990, In 1994, previously 
56.5% of all divorces in 1991: this was the lowest divorced women made up 15.9% of divorcees, 
proportion of divorces involving children since an increase on the 1990 figure of 15.6%. 


the introduction of the Feamdly Law Act in 1976. 


In 1994, 82.4% of husbands and 82.7% of wives 
were divorcing from their first marriage. In 1990 
these figures were 83.3% and 82.7% respectively. 


The 1996 Census in Tasmania 


Australia’s thirteenth national Census of 
Population and Housing was held on 
Tuesday 6 August 1996, The census is the 
largest ancl most expensive collection 
undertaken by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics. 


The census management unit (CMU) had 
responsibility for the distribution and 
collection of census forms to every person 
in ‘Vasmania. The unit's responsibilities 
also included media liaison and 
administrative tasks such as the 
recruitment and payment of field staff. 
The 5 field managers in tasmania were 
responsible for secure delivery and 
collection of census forms to and from 
every household in their field 
management area, ancl the recruitment, 
training, supervision and administration of 
field staff. 


Field staff 


In Tasmania the 1996 Census provided 
temporary employment for approximately 
1200 field staff. Census collectors faced 
numerous challenges including the 
remoteness of many dweilings and 
Tasmania’s wintry weather conditions. 
Threatening dogs, horses, goats and 
various other farm animals, not to mention 
adverse road conditions and vehicle 
breakdowns, were just some of the 
difficultics faced by them. Four-wheel 
drive vehicles and good local knowledge 


were important requirements in 
particularly rugged and remote regions of 
Tasmianiit. 


Field chailenges 


Special arrangements were made to 

include people in remote locations. For 
example, a scheduled helicopter flight was 
used Lo cleliver census forms to lighthouse_ 
keepers on Maatsuyker Island. Public 
relations campaigns and special collection 
procedures were used for people such as 
commercial fishermen and bushwalkers, 
who would not be spending census night 
ina normal dwelling. 


Census night coincided with the sailing of 
the Spirit of Tasmania from Devonport to 
Mclbourne, necessitating special collectors 
to deliver and collect census forms from 
the passengers and crew while crossing 
Bass 5trail. 


Australian expeditioners on Macquarie 
Island, which is a part of Tasmania, 
received census matetials from the supply 
ship, Aurora Austrafis, on one of its last 
voyages of the preceding summer. 
Australian expeditioners in Antarctica were 
included in the census and forms were 
delivered to Mawson, Casey, and Davis 
bases in the same way, Completed forms 
were returned te Llobart, where the 
Aurora Australis is based, on the first 
scheduled voyage in the spring. 


Religion 

Religious affiliation by Tasmanians appears to 
have decreased in recent years. Of those 
reponding, the 1996 Census shows that just over 
81% of the population were adherents of 
religious groups compared with almost 92% in 
1976, This trend ts also evident in Australia, In 
1976, 90% of the Australian population were 
affiliated with various religions while in 1996 this 
had fallen to 81%. 


The Anglican Church remains the largest of the 
Christian denominations in Tasmania, 
accounting for 38% of the population in 1996. 
The other 3 significant denominations, the 
Catholic Church (22%), the Uniting Church (8%) 
and the Presbyterian Church (3%), accounted 
for a further 33% of the population. 
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The proportion of Christians has fallen from 
86.7% in P98] te 80.3% in 1996, 


Bucldhists make up the largest group of 
non-Christian helievers. There has been a 
marginal increase in the overall proportion of 
non-Christian believers berween 1981 (0.3%) 
and 1996 (0.9%). This increase is partly due to 
the increase in Asian immigrants. There has 
been a large increase in the number of 
Tasmanians who are not affiliated with any 
religion. In 1976, 7.8% of the population 
professed no religious affiliation compared with 
18.6% by 1996. ‘his pattern follows Australia as a 
whole, but Tasmania is now higher than the 
Australian average (18.2%). 


RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION, TASMANIA 


1986 1994 1396 
nd. % no, % 10. % 
Christian Or Te oe as 
Anglican 154 748 41.0 166 492 41.0 156 192 37.7 
Baptist 8 092 Peay 9924 2a S727 Zoo 
Bretrren 3 856 1.0 3354 0.8 3078 07 
Catholic 80 479 21.3 aS 496 22.1 835 i56 215 
Churches of Christ 2 046 0.5 1621 0.4 1681 04 
Jehovah's Witness 2 062 0.5 2 250 0.6 2 268 05 
Latter-day Saints 1414 0.4 1479 0.4 1 608 0.4 aad 
Lutheran 1 753 0.5 2324 0.6 2176 0.5 
Orthadox 1 960 0.5 2145 0.5 2 148 0.5 
Pentecostal 1953 0.5 3471 0,9 3 784 0.9 
Presbyterian and Reformed 12 084 3.2 13 300 3.6 13 977 3.4 
Salvation Army 3437 0.9 3096 O.8 2 B66 oO? 
Seventh Day Adventist 1413 0.4 1215 0.3 1 163 0.3 
Uniting Church (a) 36 724 a7 38 612 0,5 34 901 8.4 
Other Protestant 3034 O8 346 0.1 Fstsi] 0.2 
Other Christian 9737 2.6 6 591 1.3 6 854 L7? 
Total Christian 324 792 86.2 345 716 85.2 332 468 80.3 
Non-Christian 
Buddhism 438 G1 713 0.2 1014 O.2 
Islan 569 O.2 620 0.2 BOT 0.2 
Hinduism 308 0.1 442 O.1 444 0.1 
Judaism 160 G0 194 0.0 167 0.0 
Other religions 495 O14 703 G.2 1229 0.3 
Total non-Christian 1 967 0.5 2 672 a7 3 661 a9 
Other groups 
Inadequately descnbed 2379 0.6 1891 0.5 t 279 0.3 
Na religion A? B52 42.7 55 3276 13.6 76 859 15.6 
Total other groups 50 231 13.3 57 217 14.1 78 138 18.9 
Total 376 990 100.0 405605 1.00.0 414 267 100.0 
Not stated (bt) SY 363 na. 47 232 fa, 44 337 nd. 
Overseas visitors ra. n.a. 1a. na. 41065 a.a, 
Total persons 436 353 na. 452 B37 ma 459 659 na, 


(a) The Uniting Church was farmed in 1978 from members of the Congegational, Methodist and Presbyterian 
churches. (bl ‘Not stated’ is excluded from calculations of percentage, 


Source. 1986, 1997 and 1996 Census of Fopwation and Housing 
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1996 Census developments 


The 1996 Census initiated a number of 
developments and innovations in the 
following areas. 


Mapping 

The 1996 Census used a computer-based 
mapping system for the first time. Electronic 
mapping and digital map data supplied by the 
Public Sector Mapping Agencies ensurcd 
greater accuracy and currency of information. 


‘The digital map base was used in all phases of 
the census. It provided collectors in the field 
with maps during the actual collection phase, 
the geographic framework by which census 
ficld areas are designed in the development 
stage and a source for mapping data for the 
various Gutput systems and packages for the 
1996 Census in the dissemination stage. 


Cotfection management 


For the first time census field managers were 
provided with computers in their own 
homes. Linked to a network, this enabled 
regular and consistent communications 
between field managers and office staff. The 
system significantly reduced the clerical 
workload of field managers compared to 
previous censuses, 


Processing 


For the first time, all census processing and 
tabulation work utilised microcomputers 
linked through a local area network. 


Previously data had been processed using 
mainframe computers. The enhanced 
speed and genera] user-friendliness of 
microcomputers has ensured that census 
data are available earlier than was possible 
from previous CeNsuyes. 


Census output 


The National Census of Population and 
Housing provides information on many 
aspects of Australians and their society. 
This information is in great demand hy 
business, and government, as well as 
social, economic, and education 
organisations. The use of computer-based 
tabulation systems and output packages 
provide a timely and flexible service for 
these organisations. 


Users are able to gain access to census 
data through a number of means. 
Publications provide perhaps the most 
convenient method, bul detailed analyses —~ 
require more sophisticated options: 
packages such as COATA and Keydata 
enable users to have direct access to 
census information on their own 
computers; the Internet is becoming 
increasingly important for access to and 
dissemination of census information; and 
individual consultancy services are 
available co users with special needs. 
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SUMMARY OF POPULATION AT SELECTED CENSUS DATES, TASMANIA (a), {b)_ 


Al 30 june 
AtS At 6 
August August 
Unit 1933 1947 1954 1964 1971 1981 1986 1992 1996 
Persons , 
Males na, 115097 129244 157129 177628 196442 208641 2716480 273755 226338 
Fernales no, 112502 127834 151623 4172712 193971 210316 219873 220082 233321 
Total no. 227599 257078 308752 350340 3290413 418957 436353 452837 459659 
Masculinity (c) no, 102 101 104 103 101 99 98 98 QF 
Age distribution 
iyears] 
0-15 no. 73030 77483 102171 123331 129307 116942 114843 114190 111489 
0-15 3 3231: 30.1 33.1 35.2 33,1 26.0 26.3 25.2 74,3 
16-64 no. 138515 159925 183230 200001 230069 261151 275058 286726 290465 
16-64 % 60.9 62.2 59.3 B74 58.9 62.3 63.0 63.3 63.2 
65 and over ro, 416054 49670 23351 27008 381037 42540 46452 51 921 56 640 
65 and over % 7.0 7.7 7.6 TF 7.9 9.5 10.6 11.5 12.3 
Religion 
Church of 
England ro, 105228 123158 147 407 159101 169089 151207 154748 166499 156199 
Methodist ro. 26470 33358 38236 42236 42173 19906 — — 
Catholic (d} ra)0—Cs 3318S) = 8S R44 «663042 «663993 6TP 25006 6©78143)06«6RO 47S 89 496 a9 156 
Presbytenan ro. 13194 12644 15607 16757 47281 11575 12084 13 300 13.977 
Baptist ne. 4666 5374 6 293 7 227 8039 7 965 8 092 9 924 9 727 
Churches of 
Christ no. 1892 2039 2 967 2 507 2500 2110 2 046 1624 1681 
Salvation Army na, 1142 1612 1815 2 316 3176 3 202 3 437 3 096 7 866 
Uniting Church 
ie} 10, oe 17668 36724 38 612 34 301 
Other Christian no. 5 509 6178 10395 43204 20753 23848 25951 22 989 23 968 
Total Christian no. 195253 228215 279487 311534 344395 317414 3294792 345 719 332 466 
Non-Christian no. aT 173 256 268 561 1 263 1967 2 669 3661 
Indefinite ng. 373 797 796 1 766 993 11162 2292 1845 1279 
No religion na. 159 506 516 77a 202721 36222 Af B52 65 372 76 659 
Not stated — 31727 %37387 27697 385997 34745 57896 59 363 47 232 44 327 


Marital status 
Never married (ft) na 61009 53917 454890 58039 65213 80087 87 728 93421 101 750 


Married (g} no. 86014 114625 1389801 157110 181855 197069 204632 209745 203973 
Widowed no. 10854 12933 44030 15563 18621 21362 223 341 23 185 24 953 
Divarced no. 416 1319 2002 2329 3401 410855 15214 19038 24512 
Not stated no. 616 918 BT? in) (ny (hi a in? (hi 
Birthplace 
Australia no. 2169213 247379 282491 317 478 350150 371624 3865885 3596313 394774 
New Zealand nd. 1204 1030 1112 1128 1550 2421 2 763 3 468 3563 
United 
Kingdonyreland 
nd. 9 588 7123 14113 16741 22513 23289 23996 24251 23103 
Netherlards no. 14 13 2340 3 556 3183 3508 2973 2959 2 687 
Germany nd. 238 171 1734 2223 2009 1936 1982 2 030 2015 
Italy na. 92 64 974 1536 1485 1243 1 289 1334 1 233 
__ Other European no. 334 325° 4535 5789 6184 6530006 ad 5 456 5.194 


fa) Tribally born Aboriginals excluded from cersus data prior to 1966, (b} As recorded. Not adjusted for under-enumeration. (¢) 
Nuioer of males oer 100 fernales. (d) Includes Catholic and Roman Catholic. {e) The Lniling Church was formed in 1978 from 
memuers of the Congregational. Methodist and Presbyterian churches. (fl 15 years and over. (gi Includes separated not divorced. 
(h) Marital Slatus was allocated where this information was not stated. 
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Marviury 


Theater: This 


During the early and mid-1990s, until the end of 
1996, Tasmania had the highest unemployment 
rate of any of the Australian States. Throughout 
1993, the unemployment raté was above 12%, 
peaking at 12.9% in July and August 1993. For 
the first 8 months of 1994 the unemployment 
rate fell. However, for the last part of 1994 
unemployment increased and peaked at 11.1% 
in December 1994 and January 1995, after which 
it fell until July 1995 to 9.5%. For another two 
months it stayed at 9.5% and thereafter 
increased until it peaked at 10.7% in July and 
August 1996. By December 1996 the 
unemployment rate was 10.6%. 


This extended period of high unemployment 
was unique in Tasmania's history, except for the 
Great Depression of the 1938s. From World War 
II until the 1980s, Tasmania had low levels of 
unemployment. Ac times, Tasmania had a labour 
shortage and encouraged European migrants to 


CHAPTER & 


Labour 


The huge dome 
which covers the 
foyer of the Forestry 
Tasmania building im 
Hobart is made fram 
: Tasmnanian oak and 
Sake sete ae 6@ €6features 872 panes of 
¥ oreen jaminated glass. 


work on projects such as Hydro-Electric 
Commission schemes. 


Prior to 1990 in Tasmania unemployment 
exceeded 10% only from mid-!982 uncil late 
1984. Briefly at che end of 1988 and the 
beginning of 1989 unemployment equalled 
10.0%, 


The period around the middle of the 1990s saw 
continuing major changes in the Tasmanian 
economy and the workforce, which have largely 
matched changes in the Australian economy. 
One important change has been the emergence 
of enterprise and workplace bargaining and the 
move away from centralised determination of 
wages and conditions. While this sometimes 
resulted in increased productivity, it often led to 
the shedding of jobs. 


In the micdl-1990s women played a larger part in 
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the workforce than at any time previously in 
Tasmania. While in the late 1970s the female 
Parlicipation rate was approximately 41%, in 
1996 the female participation rate averaged 
slightly more than 50.0%, 


Because much of Tasmania's economy ---- and 
hence labour market — was trade oriented, 
such things as the value of the Australian dollar, 
the US dollar and the Japanese ven influenced 
Tasmania's employment and unemployment. 


Other factors also influenced the Tasmanian 
labour market. For example, by the mid-1990s, 
Tasmania had few, ifany, head offices for 
significant national or multi-national companies. 
Accordingly, one of the possible reasons for 
Tasmania’s stagnant employment was that 
important parts of the economy such as banking 
and insurance reduced their Tasmanian staff in 
the years up to and including 1996, Sometimes 
this was because of major changes in national 
business’ structure and operation, and 
improvements in communication. ‘These 
developments have resulted in the transfer of 
administrative or backup operations to the 
mainland, Men and women in their 40s and 50s 
have often been the victims of these head-office 
relocations. 


The role of Tasmanian manufacturing industry as 
an important emplover has changecl in the 1990s 
compared to the 1980s. Usually the larger 
manufacturing firms required fewer but more 
highly trained staff, and fewer apprentices. 


Added to these changes in the private sector has 
been a changing view of the role of State 
Governments up to and including 1996, In the 
1980s Tasmanian State Governments considered 
themselves as significant providers of jobs and 
economic growth. In the 1990s this changed: 
State Governments saw themselves as having a 
somewhat diminished role, concentrating 
instead on the effective and efficient provision of 
‘core’ services. This means that some activities 
previously undertaken, such as road and bridge 
construction, were not viewed as integral to 
State Government functions. Accordingly, the 
State Government's workforce was reduced. 
Private enterprise, with its different cost 
structures and performance measures, often 
cmployed fewer emplovees when undertaking 
comparable tasks. 


The Labour Force 


In Decernber 1996 there were 220,700 
Tasmanians, or 39.8% of the State’s working age 
civilian population, in the labour force (either 
working or looking for work). 


Participation in the labour force 


Historically, the Tasmanian labour force 
participation rate has been lower than the 
national average. Throughout the 1990s up until 
the end of 1996, there was a difference of about 
3 percentage points berween the Tasmanian and 
the Australian participation rates. ln December 
1996, when the Australian participation rate was 
63.6%, the Tasmanian participation rate was 
59.8%, 


Often there is a psychological element to the 
participation rate; some people will actively seek 
work only if they believe it is worthwhile to do 
so. Thus, an increase in the participation rate is 
sometimes a leading indicator of employment 
growth. Similarly, a decrease in the participation 
rate is sometimes a leading indicator of 
employment decline. 


In the late 1970s, Tasmanian males had a 
participation rate of nearly 79%. In the = 
mid-1980s, the maic participation rate was 
around 75%. However, by 1992 che participation 
rate had decreased to approximately 72%. In 
september and Octoher 1995 it hac dipped toa 
record low of 69.6%. In December 1996 it was 
70.3%, 


There were a number of reasons for this decline 
in the male participation rate. Principally these 
were job shedding due to mechanisation, the 
relocation of many positions to mainland States, 
and the cifferenc skills nceded, which often 
disadvantaged older workers. Some in this latter 
group took early retirement. Also significant was 
a State Government policy of leaving the 
provision of ‘non-core’ services to private 
enterprise and offering incentives for carly 
retirement to many of its employees. 


For Tasmanian females, there has generally been 
an increase in the participation rate since the 
late 1970s. Then, the female participation rate 
averaged about 41%. In the mid-1980s, the 
participation rate was approximately 43%. Fram 
1999 to the end of 1996, it averaged about 49%. 
Until] December 1996, the maximum female 
participation rate was 31.1%, in November and 
Becember 1995, 


During the 1980s, male employment was al a 
minimum of 105,400 in early 1983, anc a 
maximum of 119,900 in December 1989. In the 
1990s, the number of employed males peaked at 
120,600 in June 1990. This chen declined to a 
minimum of 109,700 in August 1993, In 
December 1996, the number of employed males 
was 113,760. 


For females in the 1980s there was an overall 
increase in employment from around 60,000 in 
1980 tua peak of 80,800 in December 1989, a 
rise of approximately 34%. From the beginning 
of 1990 through to the end of 1994, female 
employment was usually between 80,000 and 
$2,000. During 1995 female employment 
markedly increased to reach a peak of 87,300 in 
December 1995, During 1996, female 
employment declined. In December 1996, it was 
83.800. 


During the 1990s up until the end of 1996, the 
number of part-time workers in Tasmania rose, 
with an average of approximately 46,000 in 1990, 
53,300 in 1994, $4,500 in 1995, and 57,000 in 
1996. 


For males, there was an increase in the number 
of part-time workers from just under 10,000 in 
1990 to 12,800 in 1994, 13,500 in 1995, and 
14,200 in 1996, For females, there has also been 
an increase in the number of part-time workers 
from approximately 35,500 in 1996 to 40,400 in 
1994, 41,000 in 1995 and 42,600 in 1996. 
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Public sector employment 


Total employment in the public sector in 
Tasmmarua has heen declining since 

1988-89. when employment reached almost 
$3,000. In 1995 96 the number employed was 
approximately 45,500. 


In the Commonwealth Government sector, 
employment peaked in 1985-86 at 
approximately 16,300. During the 1990s 
employment generally declined. In 1995-96 
employment was approximately 7,800.The State 
Government sector employment peaked at 
approximately 40,000 in 1988-89, In 1995-96 
employment was approximately 33,500. Local 
government employment has been 
approximatcly 4,000 since 1990-91. 


Employment by industry 


The largest industry division in the Tasmanian 
economy in the pcriod 1992-96 was the retail 
trade sector, ln 1996 its average employment 
was 32,200, up from an average employment of 
27,800 in 1992. The next largest industry, 
manufacturing, cmployed an average of just 
under 25.000 in 1996, This was less than the 
average figure of 26.400 for 1992.The combined 
category of electricity, gas and watersupply = — 
( with the HEC as the principal employer) has 
had reduced employment numbers since the 
middle 1980s, when approximately 6,300 were 
employed. In 1996 avcrage employment in this 
category was approximately 1,800. 


__ INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION, TASMANIA (%) 


Industry act, “ad 

Agricutture, Forestry and Fishing 

Mining 

Manufacturing 

Electricity, Gas and Water Supply 
Construction 

Wholesale Trade 

Retail Trade 

Accommodation, Cafes and Restaurants 
Transport and Storage 

Communication Services 

Finance and Insurance 

Property and Business Services 
Government Administratian and Defence 
Education 

Health and Community Services 

Cultural and Recreational Services 
Personal and Other Services 

Total ail industries 


Average(a} Averagelai Averageta) 
199: 1994 1996 
15.6 17.0 17.3 

2.8 1.6 24 
26.4 23.6 24.9 
3.2 2.3 1.8 
12.3 15.0 12.8 
G9 9.5 10.2 
27.8 31.3 32.2 
9.2 10.4 10.4 
Ped wv fa 
3.8 2.5 2.7 
4.5 5.1 5.0 
10.1 11.5 11.9 
1i.4 12.6 14.1 
14.1 15.4 14.3 
20.9 19.3 21.6 
4.0 3.7 46 
15 7.0 7.2 
192.0 194.5 200.5 


(a} The average is the average of the Februar’, May, Septemser, and November figures. 
Source: Unpublished AGS Monthly Labour Force Survey. 
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Labour Force Definitions 


TREND SERIES 


Figures given in this chapter are monthly 


trend estimates, unless otherwise indicated. 


frend estimates ‘smooth out’ erratic 
movements in the data. The trerd series 


reflects the general drift or underlying path of 


the data. The monthiy series that are 


‘smoothed’, or averaged out, are seasavially 


adjusted series. 


Seasonally adjusted series remove known 
seasonal and calendar-related influences. 
Examples are the effects of Easter ancl 
Christmas on employment and retail sales. 
However, these seasonally adjusted series 
can still show erratic movements, due to 
irregular influences such as strikes. These 
erratic movements may be ‘smoothed’ by 


averaging figures over a period of months; the 


resultant series is known as a trevd series. 


LABOUR FORCE 
The labour force is clefinecd as the total 


number of employed plus the total number of 


unemployed. 


PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE 


Many people arc neither employed nor 
unemployed, according to ABS categorics. 
Examples of people in this category are 


retirees, those who choose not to work, and 
those who are unable to work. These groups 


form an important part of the labour force 
framework and contain people who are 
known collectively as persons nat in the 
labour force. 


PARTICIPATION RATE 


The participation rate is the proportion of the 
population aged 15 and over who are in the 


Jabour force. For example, the participation 
rate for females is derived by adding the 


number of females employed to the number 


of females unemployed and dividing this 


number (the female labour force) by che total 


mumber of females in the population 


aml expressing this as a percentage 


EMPLOYMENT 


A person aged 15 and over is 
considered employed if, during the 
week of the Labour Force Survey, they 
worked for one hour or more for pay, 
profit, commission or payment in kind 
in a job, business, or on a farm, 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


Unemployed persons are persons aged 
15 and over who were not employed 
during the week of the Labour Force 
Survey, and: 


e had actively looked for full-time or 
part-time work at anv time in the four 
weeks up to the end of the reference 
week and were either: 


* available for work in the reference — 
week, or would have been 
available except for temporary 
illness (ie. lasting for less than 4 
weeks to the end of the reference 
week); 


* waiting to start a new job within 4 
weeks from the enc of the 
reference week and would have 
started in the refercnce week if the 
job had been available then; or 


e were waiting to be called back to a 
full-time or part-time job from which 
they had been stood down without 
pay for less than 4 weeks up to the 
end of the reference week (including 
the whole of the reference week for 
reasons other than bad weather or 
piant breakdown}. 


For more detail see Explanatory Notes 
in ABS catalogue. no. 6202.0 


Hours worked 

The average number of hours worked in 
‘Tasmania during 1996 for males was 38.9, while 
for fernales the figure was 26.7 hours. 


_ AVERAGE HOURS WORKED, TASMANIA __ 


1990 fa} 1996 [a’ 
Employed hours week AGUTS WEE 
Males 
full-time 40.9 432 
part-time 14.8 15.1 
total 38.9 38.9 
Females 
full-time 36.9 37.8 
part-time 14.6 15.3 
total 27.0 26.7 
Persons 
full-time 39.8 40.9 
part-time 14.7 15.2 
total 34.4 33.7 


(a) Average of figures fro. February, May, August, and 
November. 


Source: Unpublished ABS Monthly Labour Force 

Survey data 
Throughout the 1990s up until and including 
1996, Tasmanian workers generally experienced 
a decline in che number of average hours of 
overtime worked per cmployee, down from 1.3 
in 1990 to 0.8 in1996. There was also a decline in 
the number of hours of average weekly overtime 
per employee working overtime, and a declining 
percentage of employees working Overtime. 


OVERTIME, TASMANIA 
Average weekly 


averime 
Average per employee Percentage of 
hours per working employees 
eee employee overtime _ warking overtime 
1990 1.3 7.0 18.7 
1994 ule 7.0 15.4 
41992 1.0 6.7 15.2 
1993 1.0 7.0 14.3 
1994 1.0 6.7 15.1 
1995 0.9 6.2 14.8 
1996 0.8 5.9 14.3 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 6354.0 


Unempicyment 


in July and August 1993 ‘Tasmania's 
unemployment rate reached a post-World War II 
record maximum of 12.9%. 


There were many reasons for this high 
unemployment rate. In part it was due to 
structural changes in the Australian ancl 
Tasmanian economies. Part of this related to 
changes in the international economy, one cffect 
of which was that Tasmania exported less, 
particularly aluminium, woodchips and wool. 
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Also important were changes in the Tasmanian 
economy. In the private sector many firms 
restructured by shedding labour and/or moving 
head office operations to the mainland. Ar the 
same time the State Government pursued a 
vigorous policy of rationalising its services. 


After August 1993, the unemployment rate fell 
for a vear to a low of 10.6% then climbed toa 
high of 11.1% in December 1994 and January 
1995 before reaching another low of 9.5% in 


July, August and September 1995. In 1996, 


unemployment peaked at 10.7% in July and 
August, In December 1996, the unemployment 
rate was 10.6%. 


The number of unemployed Tasmanians steadily 
increased in the 1990s from approximately 
19,000 in January 1990 to a peak of 28,400 in 
Auguse 1993. Ir reached a relative minimum of 
23.200 a year later in August 1994. By December 
1994 and January 1995 the number of 
unemployed had risen again, to 24,500. By 
August 1995 the number of unemployed had 
fallen to just under 21,000. A new peak of 24,100 
was reached in July 1996. In December 1996, the 
oumber of unemployed was approximately 
23,300. 


For much of the 1990s until mid-1994, the 
‘Tasmanian unemployment rate was between 1 
and 1.5 percentage paints higher than the 
Australian unemployment rate. At thal. point the 
gap widened: during the second half of 1996, the 
difference averagecl around 2 percentage points. 


In the 1990s Cup until the end of 1996) male 
unemployment in Tasmania peaked at 17,900 in 
July and August 1993. Thereafter, it fell ta 13,300 
in September and October 1995. During 1996 
the male unemployment averaged 
approximately 14,500. 


In the 1990s (up until the end of 1996) female 
unemployment in Tasmania peaked! ar 10,500 in 
August 1993, Ic fell to a low of 7,300 in July 1995 
and rose to an average of 9,400 for che second 
half of 1996. 


Labour mobility 

In February 1996, 77.9% of Tasmanians 
employed (160,100 out of 205,700) had been in 
their current job for one year or more. 


Of the 45,500 who had been in their current job 
for less than one year, 43.4% (19,800) had had 
no previous job during the preceding year. Of 
the 25,700 who had had a previous job during 
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. LABOUR MOBILITY, February, 1996 


Tasmania Australia 
Differeice (al 
Length of time in the sare job no. % . 10. 8 %e points 
Under 1 ycar 
under 3 months 17 foo 3.6 740 400 89 -0.3 
3 and under 6 months 9 400 46 463 900 5.6 -1.0 
6 and under 12 months 18 400 9.9 737 600 8.9 O.41 
total 45 500 22.1 1 941 806 23.5 -1.3 
1 and under 2 years 21 500 10.5 1 O07 600 12.2 -L.7 
2 and under 3 years 18 300 8.3 769 200 8.3 0.4 
3 and under 5 years 25 500 12.4 1016 400 12.3 O14 
5 and under 10 years 37 800 18.4 1 618 500 19.5 “12 
10 years and over 
10 and under 20 years 35 000 17.0 1 249 900 15.41 1.9 
20 years and over 22 100 10.7 676 100 8.2 2.6 
total 57 100 27.7 1926 000 23.3 4.5 
Total 205 700 na. 8 279 600 na. na. 


ia) A positive percentage points difference means Tasmania has oroporlionally more ot the workforce in 


@ particular category than Australia. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 6209.0 


the vear, 40.9% (10,500) had changed industry, 
and 27.6% (7,100) had changed occupation. 


In February 1996, proportionally more 
Tasmanians than Austrailians hae held their 
current jab for 10 years or more, 27.7% 
compared to 23.3%. 


Persons not in the labour force 


In September 1996 in ‘Tasmania there were 
102,900 persons, or 31.5%, not in the labour 
force out of a civilian population of 326,900 aged 
15 to 69. Of these 102,900 persons, 27.2% 
(28,000) were marginally attached to the labour 
force. 


PERSONS NOT IN THE LABOUR FORCE, 
TASMANIA, SEPTEMBER 1992-96 


Nat 

Marginaliy marginally 
2 _aliached (aj attached Total 
1992 24.2 81.5 105.7 
1993 27.8 75.0 102.8 
1994 29.2 76.5 105.7 
1995 25.9 749 100.8 
1996 28.0 74.9 102.9 


(a) See definitions given ir this chapter for ‘woth marginal 
attachment to the labour force’. 


Source; 485 catalogue no. 6220.0 


The main reasons for males who were marginally 
attached to the labour force not actively looking 
for work were attendance at an educational 
institution, 37.3% (3.000 out of 8,000) and awn 
ill health or physical disability, 29.3% (2,400 out 
of 8000) 


‘The main reasons for females not actively 
looking for work who were marginally attached 
to the labour foree were child care, 41.2% (8,200 
out of 20,000), or because they were attending 
an educational institution, 9.6% (1,900 out of 
20,000). 


PERSONS NOT [IN THE LABOUR FORCE, 
TASMANIA, SEPTEMBER, 1996 


Not 

Marginally Targinally 
attached attached Total 
Males 8.0 26.6 34,7 
Females 20.0 48,2 68.2 
Total te 28.0 74,9 102.9 


Source: AGS catalogue no, 6220.0 


Underemployed workers 


Underempioyment can be defined in terms of 2 
categories within the Australian Labour Force 
Framework: 


« part-time workers who indicate that they 
would prefer to work more hours. These arc 
referred to as underemployed! part-time 
workers; and 


e full-time workers who did not work full-time 
hours (i.e. did not work 35 hours or mare) in 
the reference week for economic reasons. 
Economic reasons comprise short time, 
insufficient work and stood down for reasons 
other than bad weather and/or breakdown. 
These are referred to as underemployed 
full-time workers. 


In September 1996 in Tasmania a survey founcl 
that 9.5% €19,100 out of 200,100) of those 


emploved were involuntary part-time workers. 
Of these, 89.9% (17,100 out of 19,100) were 
usually part-time workers. 


The average number of preferred extra hours 
(were extra work was wantecl Lo be warked in 
the week prior to the survey was 16.1 hours. The 
quantum of extra hours wanted to he worked 
was 233,500 hours. This was the equivalent of 
approximately 6,670 additional full-time jobs 
(assuming 35 hours/week as a full-time 
equivalent). 


Teenage unemployment 


In 1996, the Tasmanian teenage unemployment 
rate averaged 21.7% (measured in original 
serics). This compared to the Australian rate of 
20.8%. 


This slightly higher unemployment rate in 
Tasmania may have been due to the overall 
higher unemployment rate, a reduced number 
of apprenticeships and traineeships in larger 
firms, which had traditionally been employers of 
teenagers, and changes in the Tasmanian 
economy. These changes have meant that 
employers have often found it potentially more 
profitable to train existing staff rather than 
recruit teenage staff. 


Employment, education and 
training 

The quality of Australia’s future workforce skills 
depends on the quality of the education 
provided to young people, and on the 
development and upgrading of skills in the 
workforce. For a number of reasans, the skills 
required in the Tasmanian workforce in the 
second half of the 1990s continued to undergo 
significant change. These changes included the 
continuing application of computers and other 
forms of technology in the manufacturing and 
service industries, and continuing high 
expectations of consumers in the various 
services industries, including tourism-related 
industries. Further changes will inevitably occur 
because of technological development and 
changes to the Tasmanian, Australian and 
international economies, 


Consequently, the Commonwealth and the 
various State Governments have sought to adjust 
their education and training systems to meet 
new requirements. 
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The Commonwealth Government 
and its employment strategies 


In the August 1996 Budget, the Commonwealth 
announced the most significant reorganisation 
of labour market assistance arrangements since 
the establishment of the Commonwealth 
Employment Service (CES) 50 years ago. 


The main elements of this reorganisation were: 


e making the provision of labour market 
exchange services competitive and mare 
effective by contracting employment 
placement enterprises to deliver chem; 


* using intensive employment assistance, 
provided through employment placement 
enterprises, t0 focus on petting disadvantaged 
job seekers into real jobs; 


* providing job-search assistance for eligible job 
seekers; and 


* establishing a new service delivery agency, 
which will merge the income support 
functions of the Department of Social Security 
(1$S) andl some CES functions. 


As well, a corporatised public employment 
placement provider will assume many of the 
responsibilities of the CES and will operate on 
the same basis as its private and community 
sector competitors. 


These new arrangements will be phased in to 
allow full operation from December 1997. 


From October 1996, there were four main 
categorics of Labour Market Programs available. 


imiplover lrcentives 

These provide incentives for employers to 
employ and train cligible job seekers and to 
arrange placements for more disadvantaged 
chents through JobStart, Entry-level Training 
Incentives and Special Employer Support. 


Enterprise and Adjustment Assistance 
This provides assistance to individual job 
seekers, enterprises and regions. 


Training for Employnient 

This offers assistance to job seekers to gain 
employment through the provision or 
enhancement of vocational skills which are 
linked to specific employment opportunities in 
the labour market and includes two specific 
programs provicling English language training. 
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fob Seeker Preparation and Support 

This helps job seekers access employment and 
training opportunities by addressing financial 
and personal difficulties which may be 
preventing this. 


State Government employment and 
training schemes 


The four objectives of the Tasmanian 
Government's Employment Opportunities 
Program were to: 


« develop and implement State Government 
labour market programs designed to expand. 
employment; 


« encourage and assist the creation of 
employment opportunities at local and 
regional levels through the development of an 
enterprise culture; 


« assist in the coordination and development of 
employment opportunities through the 
programs and services of other agencies: and 


« provide policy advice to government on 
employment programs, matters and serviccs. 


Programs operated by the Employment 
Opportunities Branch of Tasmania Development 
and Resources (TDR) during 1996 were Tas Jobs 
for Youth, Local Employment Initiatives, 
Business Advisers for Rural Areas, anc 
Tasmanian Trainec and Apprentice Incentive 
Scheme. 


TAS JOBS FOR YOUTH was introduced on 

1 July 1992 to provide a wage subsidy to 
emptoyers who created new and additional 
positions in their businesses and who employed 
young people aged 16-25 who had heen 
unemployed for at least three months, and who 
completed appropriate training. A subsidy of 
$8,000 for a full-time position and $3,000 fora 
part-time position was payable over two years for 
positions maintained by the employer. A total of 
823 grants were approved before the program 
was discontinued in July 1994. As at 30 June 
1996, 179 grants were current. 


LOCAL EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVES (LED) is a 
job-creation initiative of the State Government, 
in partnership with local communities. Support 
is provided under the program to local 
organisations which work within their local 
community to generate economic activity ancl 
create jobs. In 1995-96 funding of $400,000 was 
available, provided to 11 organisations 
State-wide by enterprise and employment 
creation projects. 


BUSINESS ADVISERS FOR RURAL AREAS (BARA) 
is Funded by the Commonwealth Department of 
Primary Industries and Energy. Aclministrative 
support is provided by the Employment 
Opportunities Branch of TDR. Two projects 
were initially approved under the program with 
one ceasing to operate during 1994. Funding of 
up to $50,000 a vear was provided to 
incorporated community organisations that 
operated in a similar manner to those supported 
under the States Local Employment Initiatives 
Program, One project was funded in 1995-96. 
Funding ccased in June 1997, 


TASMANIAN TRAINEE ANT APPRENTICE 
"NCENTIVE SCHEME was introduced from 

1 July 1994 as the Tasmanian Apprentice 
Incentive Scheme and provides assistance to 
Private sector employers of apprentices and 
trainees. In October 1995, the scheme was 
extended to include trainees and was renamed. 
The scheme recognises a need for an 
appropriately trained workforce and the costs 
involved in such training, especially in the tess 
productive early years. Assistance under the 
scheme is available in one of two ways. For 
employers not subject to State payroll tax, a 
payment of $500 is made for each new position 
filled by a new apprentice or trainee. For those 
employers that pay payroll tax, a rebate of 
payroll tax is paid on all apprentice or trainee 
wages. This scheme is jointly administered by 
TDR and the Stare Revenue Office of the 
Department of Treasury and Finance. In 
1995-96, 557 payments of $500 had been made 
to employers. 


Locat Empfoyment Initiatives Program 


For more than 5 years, the Local Employment 
Initiatives Program (LEI) of Tasmania 
Development and Resources has provided a 
delivery mechanism for assistance ta small 
businesses and the unemployed in their loca! 
communities, 


In 1995-96, eight enterprise agencies received 
funding support of $40,000 each. They were 
located in the Tamar Vallev, the Meander Valley, 
the Mersey Region, Circular Head, the Wrest 
Coast, New Norfolk, Burnie and Glenorchy. 


The remainder of the funds, $80,000, supported 


3 innovative long-term job creation projects in 
conjunction with the Federally funded Working 
Nation program. The projects were the Easteoast 
Regional Development Organisation (ERDO}, 
Peninsula Action for Community Enterprise 
(PACE) and Creative Paper Mills in Burnie. 


During the life of the LEI Program it has: 
« served over 10,000 clients primarily those in 
or contemplating business start ups: 


« provided assistance to over 600 new 
businesses, employing over 1,200 people; 


« administered labour market programs or 
assisted entry into these programs for over 
600 unemployed; 


e assisted in placing over 200 others in 


employment in permanent unsubsidised work; 


e provided access to training for over 400 
people; 


e established or assisted local networks of 
tourist operators, farmers, craftspeople and 
others to work together for the joint 
promotion of their industry; 


« established or assisted local projects of 
community or regional importance; and 


« provided inspiration and direction through 
Future Directions Conferences or other 
forums to stimulate communities and offer a 
vision of some of the economic and social 
possibilities for individuals and the 
communities. 


Apprenticeships and traineeships 


There was a slight increase in the number of 
apprenticeships commenced in 1995 compared 
with 1994, 1140 compared with 1137. There was 
a large increase in the number of traineeships 
over the same period, 1609 compared with 910. 


The number of apprenticeship certificates issued 
fell from 791 to 683 in the period 1994-95 Lo 
1995-96. The number of traineeship certificates 
also decreased over the same period from 577 to 
490. 


There were a number of legislative and 
organisational changes in the Tasmanian 
apprenticeship and traineeship system in the 
mid-1990s. The Vocational Education and 
Training Act 1994 was promulgated on 

1 July 1995, It rescinded the three previous Acts 
which administcred Tasmania's vocational 
education and training system. [t complemented 
national legislation on vocational education and 
training, and simplified the administration of 
legislative requirements. 
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The Act provided for powers and functions of 
industry training advisory boards, accreditation 
of courses, registration of training providers and 
approval and administration of awards. It also 
covered the establishment of institutes of TAFE, 
establishment of institute of TAFE Councils, and 
administration of the institutes of TAFE. 


In 1995 the various Industry Training Advisory 
Boards (ITAB) were restructured. They provide a 
wide coverage of Tasmanian industries, ancl 
largely mirrored national ITABs. The new ITABs 
Were: 


e the Tasmanian Arts, Communications, 
Information Technology, Printing and 
Recreation Industry ‘Training Board Inc.; 


e the Tasmanian Automotive, Engineering and 
Manufacturing Industry Training Board Inc.; 


e the Tasmanian Building and Construction 
Industry Training Board; 


« the Tasmanian Community, Property and 
Health Services Industry Training Board Inc.; 


® the Tasmanian EFlectrorechnology and Utilities 
Industry Training Board Inc.; 


» the Fishing Industry Training Board of 
‘Tasmania ine,; = 

» the Tasmanian Food Industry Training Board 
Inc.; 

e the Tasmanian Forest Industries Training 
Board Inc.; 

« the Tasmanian Light Manufacturing Industry 
Training Board Inc.; 

» the Tasmanian Minerals ancl Processing 
Industry Training Board Inc.; 

e the Public Administration, Finance and 
Business Serviccs Industry ‘Training Board Inc., 

» the Tasmanian Rural Industry Training Board 
Ine.; 

e the Tasmanian Tourism Industry Training 
Board Inc.; 


e the Tasmanian Transport and Distribution 
Industry Training Board Inc.; and 


« the Tasmanian Wholesale, Retail, Associated 
and Personal Services Industry Training 
Advisory Board Ine. 
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APPRENTICESHIP CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY, TASMANIA {Vocational Education 
and Training Act 1994) 


Apprerticeship certificates Traineeships 


___1994 95 1995-96 1994-95 1995-96 
Primary industry 36 68 49 7O 
Manufacturing and engineering 391 337 7a 51 
Building and architecture 165 128 -- 7 
Business services _ 354 295 
Personal and community services 89 B1 27 19 
Hospitality and tourism 110 69 68 48 
Total 791 683 577 490 


Source: OVET, Annua! Report 1995-96 


APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS, TASMANIA 


Pear Apprenticeships Traineeships Total 
Number cammencing 
1995 1137 910 2 O47 
1996 1149 1 609 2749 
Number in training 
31 December 1995 3193 To? 3950 
31 December 1996 3 283 1395 4678 


Source: OVET, Annual Report 1995-96 


Working environment 


Earnings 


In Tasmania during the 1990s ¢up unul the end 
of 1996) annual percentage changes in the 
quarterly average weekly earnings amount for 
Tasmanians were mostly greater than annual 
percentages changes in prices, as measured by 
the Hobart Consumer Price index quarterly 
figure. In other words, there was an 
improvement in real wages in the period 1990 to 
December 1996. 


In November 1996, the average weekly ordinary 
time earnings for full-time Tasmanian males was 
$688.50 (Australian males, $727.00}. For females, 
the corresponding figure was $374.20 (Australian 
fernales, $611.90). 


Wages movements 


In Australia in the mid-1090s two sets of 
authorities regulated wages and salaries: the 
Australian Inctustrial Relations Commission 
(AIRC) with federal jurisdiction; and the various 
State tribunals, In Tasmania, the Tasmanian 
industrial Commission had statutory 
responsibility. 


Over the 12 months to December 1996, the 
weekly award rates of pay indexes rase by 0.7% 
for adult Tasmanian males and by 0.6% for adult 
Tasmanian females. For adult Australians, the 


figures were 1.1% ancl 1.5%, respectively. 


During the 12 months te December 1996, for 
full-cime adule male employees in Tasmania the 
jargest annual increase occurred in the 
manufacturing industry (1.5%). No pay rises in 
awards were recorded for the mining industry, 
the communication industry, and the finance, 
property and business services industry. For 
females the largest increase was recorded in the 
public administration and defence industry 
(2.9%). There were no pay rises in awards in the 
wholesale and retail trade industry, the 
communication industry, and the finance, 
property and business services industry. 


That there were no award rates of pay increases 
in some industries was probably due to the 
prevalence of enterprise awards. 


Industrial disputes 

Buring 1996, the number of working days lost 
per thousand employees in ‘Tasmania was the 
second lowest of the Australian States, 78, 
compared with 68 for Western Australia. The 
national average was 131. 


Trade unions 
The proportion of total employees in trade 
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unions in Australia decreased from 35.0% in Tasmania maintained the highest proportion of 

August 1994 to 31.1% in August 1996. All States trade union members to total employees for 

showed a decrease. both males and females: 41.4% of male 
employees and 36.7% of females were trade 

In 1996, Tasmania had the highest rate of trade union members. Nationally, 33.5% of male 

union membership of any Australian State, employees and 28.1% of females were trade 

39.3%, This compared with 42.9% in August 1994 union members 


and 50.5% in August 1992, 


CHANGES IN REAL WAGES, TASMANIA, 1990-1996 


Tasmanian AWE Hobart’s CPI percentage points 
la}ic) ibiic) difference {di 
4990 
March quarter 7.3 7.2 O14 
June quarter 6.3 6.1 0.2 
September quarter 6.9 5.5 14 
December quarter 6.6 6.1 0.5 
19391 
March quarter 4.4 4,2 a2 
June quarter 3.1 3.8 “OT 
September quarter 441. 3.6 0.6 
December quarter 3.0 18 1.2 
1992 
March quarter 3.2 2.1 11 
June quarter 43 4.1 3.2 
September quarter 2.6 0.8 1.8 
December quarter 3.2 0.6 2.6 
1993 
March quarter 27 1.6 La 
June quarter 2.0 2.2 -0.2 
september quarter 27 3.2 0.5 
December quarter 4.2 3.3 09 
1994 
March quarter 40 2.6 1.4 
June quarter 3.2 Qf 0.5 
September quarter 2.5 2.1 o.4 
December quarter 2.5 2.3 0.2 
1995 
March quarter Re 3.8 -2.6 
Juné quarter 3.0 4.2 -1.2 
September quarter 2.1 4.5 2.4 
December quarter 2.4 4.4 -2.0 
1996 
March quarter 3.8 3.4 0.4 
Juné quarter 4.2 3.0 12 
September quarter 4.1 2.3 1.8 
December quarter 5.3 Lé 35 
Average 3.7 3.2 0.5 


(a) AWE means Average Weekly Earrings of full-time adults, ordinary tirté earnings. {bi 
CP! means Consumer Price index. (c) Annual percentage changes from one quarter to 
the same quarter in the previous year. (dj Calculated by subtracting the CPI figure from 
the AWE figure. A positive figure means an improvement in real wages. 


Source: ABS catalogue nos. 6302.0 and 6401.0 
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Phote: Australian Maritime College 


Education is the lifelong process by which 
people obtain knowledge, skills, attitudes, and 
socially valued character and behavioural traits. 
Commencing at hirth, developed through 
schooling and other informal pathways of 
icarning, education is important for occupational 
success, and essential for personal growth and 
development. 


The educational and training needs af 
Tasmanians are serviced in a variety of ways. 


The Tasmanian Department of Education, 
Cultural and Community Development is the 
core provider of compulsory education in the 
Strate. In June 1996, the Department operated 
234 schools and colleges in its 7 education 
districts. There is, however, an important 
non-government sector emerging, as well as 
growing interest in home education as an 
alternative to che more traditional methods of 
schooling. 


CHAPTER 9 


The Austradian Maritime: 
College houses one of 
the largest flume tanks 
in the Southern 
Hemisphere, The tank, 
which is used £0 
improve net design, 
simulates trawl] net 
travel over the sea-becl 
under different 

come ians. 


Technical and Further Education (TAFE) is an 
alternative for individuals who have left schoo! 
and need vocationally oriented learning. This, 
together with Adult Education which provides a 
selection of classes primarily directed towards 
leisure and recreational interests, is 
administered by the (Tasmanian) Department of 
Vocational Education and Training (DVET}. For 
those wanting to pursue academic interests 
within the higher education sector, the 
University of ‘Tasmania and the Australian 
Maritime College cater specifically for such 
needs. 


The University of the Third Age, a self funded 
body, provides educational opportunities for 
semi-retired and retired people. It is a relatively 
small, informal, and enthusiastic organisation, 
presenting a range of subjects which depend on 
the availahility of volunteer lecturers and student 
demand. 
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Tasmania's education and training system, like 
others around Australia, is subject to significant 
budget restraint. This budget restraint manifests 
itself in the examination, and wherever possibie, 
the elimination of unnecessary levels of 
administration. In some cases schools have 
introduced user-pays fees, increased pupil to 
teacher ratios, reduced courses on offer, or even 
closed. 


At the same time, reduced employment 
apportunities and cechnological changes have 
placed further demands on educational 
institutions. They have responded with 
curriculum changes that promote subjects with a 
potentially higher vocational relevance. The 
changing needs of society are also reflected in 
continuing efforts to educate people to make 
more effective use of increased leisure and 
recreauon lime. 


Structure of schools in 
Tasmania 


Primary and secondary schools contribute 
significantly to the education process, providing 
opportunities for further study, and laying the 
foundations for a future skillecl workforce. 
Attendance at Tasmanian schools is compulsory 
for children aged 6 to 16 years of age. 


Most school children attend government 
schoois, although approximately one-quarter of 
the school-age population attends accredited 
non-government schools. Most non-government 
schools are associated with religious 
denominations, although others are committed 
ta particular teaching methods or philosophies. 


In the non-government sector in 1996, 

38 Catholic schools were attended by 62% of the 
children who received non-government 
education. Most non-government schools are 
funded partly by private sources; however, those 
that conform to government requirements 
receive further State and Commonwealth 
funding. 


Government schools are provided by, and 
therefore subject to, the overall administrative 
contral of the State education system. Although 
funded primarily by the State government, they 
do receive some assistance from the 
Commonwealth. 


The Department of Education, Cultural and 
Community Development aims to educate 
children in their local communities, and 


integrate children with special needs into regular 
schools. Parents are however, free to choose 
which government school their child attends, 
although admission is not always guaranteed. 


Primary education provides a general elementary 
program lasting for 7 or 8c years until Year 6, 
Secondary education cammences at Year 7, with 
students following a more comprehensive 
curriculum, Government schools are generally 
co-educational, while a significant, though 
declining proportion of non-government schools 
are single-sex based. Usually primary and 
secondary schools are separate inscitucions, 
although in some country areas, district schools 
provide both levels of education. Senior 
secondary colleges provide the final 2 years of 
government school education. 


Kindergarten education 


Prior to commencing primary school, over 90% 
of children attend kindergarten classes part-time 
for one year. Enrolment is voluntary, with 
children being placed in either morning or 
afternoon sessions, 2 to 5 days per week. Here, 
children acquire learning skills and are inducted 
into the culture of the classroom and school. 


Minimum age of entry into kindergarten is 4 
years of age, on or by 1 January in the year of 
admission. The Department of Education, 
Cultural and Community Development's aim to 
make early childhood cducation available to all 
childre, has resulted in 143 of the 145 
government pomary schools having attached 
kindergartens. In 1997, che total for government 
kinclergarten enrolments was 6,066. 
Nor-government kindergartens form only a 
minor part of total non-government school 
crrolment. 


Recent developments 

The Kindergarten Development Check (KDC) 
has heen designed to assist early identification of 
any kindergarten children who may require a 
special intervention program, and to help 
teachers in the monitoring, planning and 
reporting process. The KDC, first introduced as a 
trial document in 1994, was finalised for the 1996 
school year. 
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PRIMARY SCHOOLS, TASMANIA 


Number of schools 


Student enralments [b) Teaching staff (c} 


Government fa} Nen-goverament Govemment Nor-government Goveriment Non -govesnment 


1986 156 42 
1987 156 40 
1988 165 38 
1989 165 38 
1990 165 38 
19911 163 37 
1992 160 a7 
1993 154 36 
1994 161 38 
1995 150 38 
1996 150 36 
Change 1986-1996 

Number -16 -6 

Per cent -9.6 -143 


36 755 9132 2 326 493 
36 395 9371 2279 494 
36 509 9553 2119 513 
36 857 O97? 2 149 523 
37 881 10 321 2 196 538 
37 674 10 789 2 084 545 
37 918 411 G29 2 063 563 
37 380 11218 2127 579 
37 033 11314 2 is? 593 
36 341 11 245 2122 592 
36 097 11110 2150 589 

658 19/8 -176 96 

-18 eo, Se -7.6 19.5 


(a) Excludes primary schools with secondary classes (€.g. district high schools}. (b) Includes primary graces in cornbined primary 


and secondary schools, (ct) Full-time equivalents. 
Source: ASS catalogue no. 4221.0 


Primary education 


Primary education is the first level of compulsory 
education, with age of entry to preparatory 
classes (Prep) being 3 years, and for Year 1, 51% 
to 6 years of age. Most schools offering primary 
education go from the Prep ycar, up co and 
including Year 6. Within each class, all students 
follow a common curriculum, and cach class is 
taught in the main, by one teacher. Designed to 
cater for the mental, physical, social anct 
emotional development of children during their 
critical formative years, the curriculum ~ 
emphasises the acquisition of basic literacy, 
numeracy and language skilis. The school’s task 
is to provide programs which develop the child’s 
capacity to communicate, think and value, as 
well as prepare therm for future educational 
opportunities at the secondary level. 


The number of government and 
non-government primary schools operating in 
Tasmania has decreased steadily over the past 
10 years. In 1996, there were 150 government 
primary schools, and a further 27 which were 
combined primary and secondary schools 
(district and district high schools). There were 
36 non-yovernment primary schools, 26 of 
which were affiliated with the Catholic Church. 
A further 25 non-government schools were 
combined primary and secondary schools. 


Overall stuclent enrolments have increased hy 
3% in the last decade, despite enrolments within 
the government primary sector having 
decreased to a low of 36,097 in 1996, 
Non-government schools have seen a significant 


increase in both stucent and staffing numbers, 
During the period from 1986 to 1996, student 
enrolments rose by 22%, anc staffing numbers 
by 19%. This compares toa drop of 8% in 
government staffing numbers, 


Recent developments 

‘Vhe Early Literacy Support Program, initiated tn 
1993-94, provides intensive teacher support to 
improve the literacy attainment of students, to 
emphasise literacy within the curriculum, and to 
enhance teacher skills. The second stage of the 
Early Literacy Support Program, implemented in 
1996, allows literacy resource teachers to work 
in partnership with Year 2 classroom teachers. 


Secondary education 


Secondary education is the second level of 
compulsory education, in which the emphasis 
shifts from the mastery of basic skills in literacy, 
numeracy and social behaviour, to a greater 
emphasis on individual subjects taught by 
specialist teachers. ‘The minimum leaving age of 
16 vears generally coincides with che completion 
of Year 10. Almost all Tasmanian children attend 
some form of secondary schooling. 


Entry age to secondary school is usually between 
1142 and 13 years of age. The first 4 years of 
secondary education (Years 7 to 10 inclusive) are 
catered for in high schools and district high 
schools, All government high schools and 
clistrict high schools are co-educational, with the 
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SECONDARY SCHOOLS, TASMANIA 


Number of schools 
Non-gevemment 


Student enrolments [c} 


Teaching staff (dj 


Goverment (a} ib) Government Non-government___Goverr-rent_ Non-govermment 
1986 74 27 28 473 8327 2473 624 
1987 75 26 28 241 8231 2 420 636 
1988 75 27 28 148 8 242 2623 640 
1989 v4 23 27 432 8417 2423 657 
1990 76 28 27 408 8 769 2 350 670 
1991 76 28 27 988 9162 2 090 713 
1992 76 29 27 795 ghd? 2164 742 
1993 76 29 27 347 9316 2 133 761 
1994 76 30 27 028 984 2050 779 
1995 ‘7 31 26 943 10 136 2 032 784 
1996 76 33 26 679 10 296 2 056 800 
Change 1986-1996 
Number 2 6 -1 794 1 969 -417 179 
Per cent 2.7 22.2 -6.3 23.7 -16.9 23.80 


(a} Includes senior secondary colleges. (b) Includes the secondary classes of combined primary ant secondary schools. (ci Includes 


those ervolled in Years 14, 12 and 13. (dq) Full-time equivalents. 


Source: ABS catalogue mo. 4221.0 


exceptions of the all-girls Ogilvie High and the 
all-boys New Town High. Senior secondary 
colleges cover Years 11 and 12. 


Most Year 7 and & students follow a common 
course developed by the school and endorsed 
by the Schools Board of Tasmania. In Years 9 to 
12, students follow courses derived from the 
Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE) 
syllabus. Schools generally require all Year 9 and 
10 students to follow a core set of subjects. 

The TCE is issued to all students who have 
successfully completed one or more subjects 
studied in Years 9 to 12, Requirements for 
tertiary entrance are determined by the 
University of Tasmania, 


The trend in secondary school enrolments and 
staffing numbers during the period 1986 to 1996, 
is similar to that encountered at the primary 
school level. The number of teaching: staff 
employed in government secondary schools has 
dropped by 17%, from 2,473 in 1986, to 2,056 in 
1996. This, along with a drop of 6% in student 
enrolments, has placed considerable pressure 
on the State schooling sector. Non-government 
secondary schools have experienced an increase 
in both staffing and student numbers over the 
same 10 -year period (29% and 24% respectively). 


Recent developments 

The Australian Vocational Education and 
Training System (AVTS) provides senior 
secondary students with workplace experience 
and helps them to tailor their schooling more 
closely to future vocational and fe néeds. In 
1995, 23 AVTS programs were offered to senior 


secondary students, with this number increasing 
to 70 in 1996. An estimated 15% of Year 11 and 
12 students participated in these programs. 
Students received training in industries as 
diverse as forestry, entertainment and soft 
furnishing. 


APPARENT RETENTION RATES, YEARS 7 TO 12 


Tasmania Australia 

nee fate rate 

1980 26.9 34.5 
1981 26.7 34.8 
1982 21.9 36.3 
1983 24,7 40.6 
toed 27,6 45.0 
1985 28.7 46.4 
1966 30.3 48.7 
1987 33.0 53.1 
1988 37.6 57.6 
1989 33.7 60.3 
1990 44,7 64.0 
1991 52.6 71.3 
1992 60,2 feed 
1993 60.6 76.6 
1994 58.3 74.6 
1995 59.7 72.2 
1996 53.1 71.3 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4221.0 and Year Book Austrafia 
i997 


Reieniion rates in secondary schools 

The apparent retention rate to Year 12 is the 
percentage of students who remain in secondary 
education from Year 7 to Year 12. To calculate 
the apparent retention rate of Year 12 students 
in 1996, the number of stuclents in 1996 is 
expressed as a percentage of the number of 
students who were in Year 7 in 1991. 


A range of factors affect the calculation of the 
apparent retention rate, with no adjustments 
being made for these effecis. These include 
migration, students repeating a year of 
education, and transfers between the 
government and non-government systems at the 
end of Year 10. [In addition, some Tasmanian 
non-government schools have no senior 
secondary college for Year 11 and 12 students, 
or their senior secondary colleges do not match 
the range of subjects offered at the equivalent 
government institutions. Despite these 
differences, the majority of non-government 
schoals continue to have higher retention rates 
than government schools. 


The number of students remaining in schocl to a 
senior secondary level has increased significantly 
over the last two decades. This steady increase 
has occurred at borh a national and State level, 
despite ‘l'asmania’s retention rates being 
relatively low in comparison with Australia’s. 

The total Year 12 retention rate for Tasmanian 
schools has improved from 26.9 in 1980, to 93.1 
in 1996, 


Alternative schooling 
arrangements 


Some parents prefer to have their children with 
disabilitics educated in a special school or unit. 
In 1996, approximately 250 students with 
significant disabilities were enrolled in such 
schoals. 
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Home education occurs when parents choose to 
assume responsibility for planning, 
implementing and evaluating their children’s 
learning program from home. The Home 
Education Advisory Council was established in 
February 1993 to moniter and advise on the 
adequacy of these individual programs. 430 
students were enrolled in the home education 
program for 1996, 


The School of Distance Ecication operates as a 
unit within the State Government’s Department 
of Education, Cultural and Community 
Development. Its primary purpose is to cater for 
the educational needs of children who are 
unable to attrend schoo! in the same way as their 
peers. Reasons for enrolment are typically 
because of isolation, travel and health. In 1996, 
873 students were enrolled at the school. 


Tertiary education 


Teruary education encompasses any institution 
offering post-school education. Tertiary courses 
are Offered! ata number af institutions, including 
those providing higher education, Technical and 
Further Education (TAFE), Adult Education, and 
specific business courses. 


educated in a spccia] school. 


inclusive curriculum. 


years. 


Educational Services for Students with Disabilities 


The Department of Education, Community and Cultural Development's commitment to providing 
educational services for students with disabilities continued throughout 1995 and 1996. Close 
monitoring of staffing and funding levels ensured students, whether enrolled in a regular or 
specialist school environment, were provided with an equitable clistribution of resources. Although 
the inclusion of students with disabilities into regular schools is regarded as a Departmental 
objective, it also recognises some parents’ preference for having their child with a disability 


Support material for the Inclusion of Students with Disabilities was developed and published, 
provicling teachers of students with disabilities with professional development opportunities. Eighty 
school principais from across Tasmania participated in a 3-day workshop which promoted an 


Services were provided to approximately 150 deaf and hearing impaired students, over 90 vision 
impaired students, as well as 114 students with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Early Special Education 
Services provided specialist educational intervention to more than 300 children between birth and 5 
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UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA STUDENT NUMBERS 1988-1996 


Change 1988-1996 
1968 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 


Enrolments no. ne. no, no. ne, rid. no, noe. “OE no. Up 
Commencing a $e 
Launceston 1308 1465 2144 2162 1745 41788 41988 $1724 +1597 289 22 
Habart 22275 2339 2 347 2573 2573 2597 2 584 3173 3030 805 36 
Off-shore na. na. ra. na. na. na. na. 170 86 na. na. 
NW! Coast na. na. na na. na. na. ra. 128 138 na. rae 
Other ra. na. ma na. na. La. ra. rg. 18 Tid. ra 
Tatal $533 3804 4491 4735 4318 $4385 4572 §195 4 869 1336 38 
Continuing 
Launceston 1795 1956 2107 2576 2905 2919 3007 2309 2456 661 a7 
Hobart 3125 3142 3 530 3 836 4990 4314 4451 4708 4883 1 758 56 
Off-shore na. na. ‘La. na. Na. na. ra. B4 214 na. na. 
WW Coast fla, ha. na. na na. na 1.4. 102 156 n.d. na. 
Other na, ha. na. na. 1a. na. 1.4, na. 33 ra. n.a. 
Total 4926 5098 5 637 6412 6995 7233 7 458 7 203 7 742 2 822 57 
All students 
Launceston 3103 3421 4251 4738 4 650 4707 4995 4033 4053 950 31 
Hebart 3350 «5481 5 ary 6 409 6 663 6911 7 035 7 881 ¥ 915 2 563 48 
Off-shore na. na. na. na, ra. 71.a. na. 254 200 na, ra. 
NW Coast na. na. na, ra. na. ned. na. 230 294 na. na. 
Other na. na. n.d. na. na, na. na. La. 51 a, ra, 
Total 8453 8902 10128 11147 11313 11618 12030 12398 12611 4158 49 


fa} Other includes Distance education and Interstate students. 
Source: Statistics ‘96 University of Tasmania 


UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA STAFF NUMBERS 1988-1996 


op Change "1988-1996 Percentage 
i988 i989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1988 1995 
Stat (al tl. nd. no. ng. no. ne. na, ne. no. no. a % % 
Launceston 
Wamen 141 166 187 211 230 230 226 227 227 &6 61 42 47 
Men 195 214 211 225 250 251 258 251 257 G2 32 58 53 
Total 336 380 398 436 480 481 484 478 434 148 44 160 100 
Hobart 
Wamen 360 360 381 433 450 476 495 500 483 123 34 36 42 
Men 637 641 652 6389 as? 697 696 B99 678 44 6 64 58 
Total 997 1001 1033 1122 1137 1173 1191 1199 1161 164 16 100 100 
NW Gentre 
Women na. nd. na. na, na. na. na. na. 6 rd. hay na. 75 
Men na. na. na. ra. n.a. na. na, na. 2 ng. na, ra. 25 
Total n.a. na. n.a. ha. na. na. n.a. na. 8 na. na. na. 100 
University 
Women BOL 526 568 644 680 706 f21 fa? 716 215 43 38 43 
Men 832 855 863 914 937 948 954 O50 937 105 13 62 5? 
Total 1333 1381 1431 1558 1617 1654 1675 1677 1653 320 _ 24 100 1060 
fa) Full-time and fractional full-time staff only. 
Source: Statistics ‘96 University of Tasmania 
Higher education 
Once students have completed Year 12, or education courses. Entrance into these higher 
qualified as mature-age entrants, they may be education institutions is usually by academic 


eligible to proceed to higher education. In merit. 
Tasmania, the Australian Maritime Colicge and 
the University of Tasmania provide higher 


rena = 


University of Tasmania 


Organisation 

With two main campuses, as well as several 
branch campuses and a stucly centre, che 
Universicy of Tasmania (as the only university in 
the State) provides higher educational 
opportunities to all eligible Tasmanians. It is 
however, administered as a unified institution, 
with a single governing body (the Council}, and 
an Academic Senate which advises the Council 
on all academic matters. 


There are ten university-wide faculties: 
Commerce and Economics, Law, Design, 
Engineering and Surveying, Education, 
Humanities and Social Sciences, Medicine and 
Pharmacy, Nursing, Science and Technology, 
and Visual and Performing Arts. These faculties 
are responsible for curriculum, teaching ancl 
assessment in a range of courses, from associate 
dipiama to doctorate. Academic planning and 
resource allocation is managed by the seven 
Schools. The 56 departments, each assigned by 


Council to a School and a Faculty, form the basic 


units within the University’s structure of 
academic governance and management. 
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feachire 

The Universiry offers full-time and part-time 
courses as well as external study. In 1996, 68% of 
students were enrolled in full-time study. 
Courses are delivered at 2 main campuses: 
Sandy Bay in Hobart, ancl Newnham in 
Launceston. Branch campuses are situated in the 
Hobart City centre. The Conservatorium of 
Music is located in Harrington Street, the Clinical 
School in Collins Street, and The Tasmanian 
School of Art in Hunter Street. Scucty centres 
were focared in Burnie and Devonport before 
the University’s North West Centre was opened 
in 1995, 


Courses offered (at either one or both of the 2 
main campuses) include urban design, surveying 
and spatial information, law, agricultural science, 
economics, computer science, zoology, music, 
fine arts, aquaculture, engineering, architecture, 
social welfare and nursing. 


— 


attended. 


University of the Third Age 


Originating in France in 1972, the University of the Third Age is a world-wide organisation which 
has emerged more recently in Australia as the direct result of changing educational attitudes. 


In recognition of the need to provide educational services to a rapidly growing section of the 
community, the University of the Third Age offers enrichment courses for people over the age of 
50. Nationwide in 1996, there were 113 groups with a total membership of 31,080 penpie. 


The University of the Third Age commenced in Hobart following a public meeting in December 
1989, with representatives from the University of Tasmania, the Council of the Ageing, and Adult 
Education in attendance. The first classes were held at the Jane Franklin College in April 1990. 
The 1996 student intake was 884, with the majority of classes taking place at the Springvale Boys 
Hostel in Newtown. Although the main campus is situated in Hobart (604 members), two other 
groups have emerged in Clarence (230 members) and Cygnet (50 members}. 


The program varies depending on the availability of staff, with approximately 45 subjects being 
offered cach term. Courses cover a range of topics - humanities, social sciences, sciences, 
languages, art ancl music. Tutors and administrators support the program on a volunteer basis. 
The program's focus is on enjoyment and understanding, rather than academic achievement. 
There are no entry requirements, no exams and oo limit ta the number of courses that can be 


During the summer vacation, an additional series of lectures is offered at the University. 
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Student and staff profile 


Fhe University of Tasmania continues to expand. 


In 1996. scudent cnrolments were 12,611], an 
increase of 4,158 on che figure for 1988. There 
were 4,869 commencing students in 1996, 

39% of all enrolments. Of the 1996 student 
population, 742 were higher degree research 
students, and 328 were higher degree 
coursework students. Approximately 83% were 
enrolled for bachelor degrees. 1996 also saw an 
increase in the number of student graduates, 
with 1,982 Hobart students and 917 Launceston 
students completing their degrees, 


Overall growth in che number of staff from 
1988 to 1995 was 344 persons, an increase of 
26% for the University over the last 7 years. In 
1996, numbers dropped by 24, with 1,161staff 
located in Hobart, 484 in Launceston, and 8 at 
the new North West Centre. 


Recemt developments 

In 1995, the University's North West Centre was 
established at Mooreville Roacd!, Burnie, The 
building was opened in July to coincide with the 
commencement of semester 2 classes. ‘The new 
centre improves the capacity of the University to 
offer high quality programs to those living in the 
North West. Dairy research activities are taking 
place in the southern wing of the new centre. 


Research 

Like all higher cducation institutions, the 
University of Tasmania has a dual role, invalving 
both teaching and research. Research funds are 
received from the Commonwealth Government, 
from other public bodies, and from the private 
sector. The funds available for projects in 1995 
rose to $6.3m, up from $5.7m in 1994. The 
university is a major partner in 4 of Australia's 
Cooperative Research Centres (CRC): Antarctic 
and Southern Ocean Environment, Aquaculture, 
Temperate Hardwood Forestry, and Sustainable 
Production in Forestry. 

A Special Research Centre (SRC) for ore deposit 
research is also funded by the Commonwealth 
Government. The university has 3 National Key 
Centres for leaching and Research: Ore Deposit 
and Exploration Studies (CODES), Aquaculture, 
and Antarctic and Southern Ocean Research. 


Funding 

Total operating funds amounted to $139.8m in 
1995. This included $89.4m from the 
Commonwealth Government, and $18.4m from 
the Higher Education Contribution Scheme 
(HECS). 


The Australian Maritime Cotlege 


The Australian Maritime College is the 
Commonwealth Government's national centre 
for maritime education and training. Its teaching 
campus is located at Newnham, a suburb of 
Launceston, and its training Facility is at Beauty 
Point, near the mouth of the Tamar River. 

In 1995, the Australian Maritime College enrolled 
904 students, a slight decrease in numbers 
compared to the 1994 figure of 1,012. 


Through its 2 main Faculties (Maritime 
Transport and Engineering, and Fisheries and 
Maritime Environment), the College offers a 
range of accredited courses from certificate to 
postgraduate level. Adclitional special-purpase 
courses are conducted using the equipment and 
facilities of the Centre for Marine Simulation. 


Courses offered prepare those individuals 
wishing ta became: 


* operators of merchant ships and fishing 
yessels: 


« shore-hased managers in the shipping 
industry; 


s technologists and managers in the fishing 
industry; or 


*# engineers, ship designers and technologists 
for shore-based careers in the maritime and 
related industries. 


Credit for skills and knowledge gained 
on-the-job, provides an opportunity for thase 
who did not complete senior secondary 
schooling to gain a diploma and professional 
recognition in their occupation, 


Developatenis tr 1995 

1995 saw the continuing implementation of the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Management 
Plan, This included the formation of an 
Aboriginal Education and Employment Advisory 
Committee, as well as a Unit to cater for the 
needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students who attend the College for mainstream 
award courses, and for short courses specifically 
designed and delivered to meet their needs. 


Rw - 
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AUSTRALIAN MARITIME COLLEGE STUDENT ENROLMENTS, JUNE 1995 


Enrolment 
Course nenaasiet —_ Ea. 
Faculty of Fisheries and Marine Environment 
Graguate Diploma in Fishenes 13 
Bachelor of Applied Science (Fisheries) 100 
Graduate Certificate in Applied Science (Fisheries) 7 
Master of Applied Science (Fisheries) 5 
Certificate in Fishing Operations 36 
Certificate in Small Craft Operations (Deck: 20 
Certificate in Marine Operations 128 
Total 309 
Faculty of Maritime Transport and Engineering 
Bachelor of Engineering (Naval architecture! 81 
Bachelor of Enginéering (Maritime) 28 
Bachelor of Technology (Maritime Electronic and Electrical Engineering) 29 
Bachelor of Technology {Marine Engineering) 61 
Assoctate Diploma of Technology (Marine Engineering) 13 
Associate Diploma of Engineering tr Maritime Electronics 35 
Diploma of Applied Science (Nautical) 80 
Graduate Diploma ir Shipping (Business) 3 
Graduate Diploma in Shipping (Business) {a} 50 
Advanced Certificate in Marine Operations 35 
Diploma of Applied Science (Shipmaster) 48 
Master of Business (Maritime Management) (a) 18 
Graduate Diploma in Business (Port and Terminal management) (a) 14 
Graduate Certificate in Marine Surveying 10 
Graduate Certificate in Business (Shipping) 10 
Graduate Certificate in Business (Shipping) ‘a} 32 
Graduate Certificate in Business (Port ard Terminal management) (a) 9 
Certificate in Maritime Business (a) 22 
Pre-Study Program for Advanced Certificate in Marine Operations (a) 17 
Total 595 
tal External courses 
Source: Australian Maritime College Annual Report of Council 1995 
TAFE ENROLMENTS, 1996 
~ Drysdale Hotrart Launcesten Norh-West Total 
Primary 7 1058 336 680 2074 
Manufacturing and Engineering 30 2 438 1925 2021 6414 
Building and Architecture — L257 15 125 1397 
Business Services gO 4134 1 BOG 2 748 8778 
Personal and Community Services — 210% BO8 699 3 614 
Hospitality and Tourism 2 347 23 — 538 2 908 
Equity and Access — 640 206 557 1 403 
Total 2467 11657 5 096 7368 26588 


Source: TAFEMIS 


Vocational education 


The Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
sector of education provides an array of 
post-compulsory courses which are neither part 
of general secandary education nor higher 
education. 


College, ancl private trainers. 


The main purpose of the VET program is to 
ensure that Tasmanian industry has a 
well-trained, highly skilled workforce. Providers 


of VET courses include the Institutes of 
Technical and Further Education (TAFE) and 
Acluit Edueation, the Australian Maritime 
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New TAFE child-care centre 


The TAFE Chile Care anc Learning Centre in Launceston has a dual role, providing both training 
opportunities for student carers, as well as child care for ‘VAFE students, staffand the local 
community. Planning for the $732,000 project began in 1996, with the Alanvale centre becoming 


fully operational on 27 February, 1997. 


Developed as part of the Commonwealth Government's commitment to providing further 
education and training opportunities, the centre had its beginnings in the TAFE Child Care 
Training Centre located in Bain Terrace, Trevallyn, ‘his centre operated from 1990 to 1996, 3 


days a week, 


In 1995, the Australian National Training Authority (ANTA) provided the Launceston Institute of 
TAFE with funding to construct a child-care centre on its Alanvale campus. This was an ideal 
opportunity to extend the service offered by Bain Terrace. 


Managed by the Launceston Institute of TAFE as a self-finding operation, the new centre is run 
by a combined team of qualified staff, students in training, and supervising teachers. The centre 
is designed to cater for 42 children aged from birth to 6 years, and is organised into 3 home 
rooms; one for infants, one for toddlers, and another for preschoolers, 


Within its training framework, the centre aims to: 


« develop a strong partnership between families, TAFE, the community and the child-care 


industry; 


os 


« establish a best practice model of child care and early education provision for people training 


to work in children’s services; 


* provide an infant-toddler program which has a strong developmental focus; and 


e provide a pre-school program for 3-6 year olds which has a strong early education focus. 


TAFE 


Most formal VET activity in Tasmania is provided 
by the 4 TAFE institutions : the Drysdale 
Institute of TAFE, the Hobart Institute of TAFE, 
the Launceston Institute of TAFE, and the North 
Wese Institute of TAFE. 


The Drysdale Institute of TAFE caters for those 
students interested in the Hospitality and 
Tourism Industry. The 3 other institutes offer a 
range of business, trade, primary, manufacturing 
and personal courses, including: 


e associate diploma courses that are aimed at 
para-professional personnel, in areas such as 
engineering, accounting, computing, child 
care and social welfare; 


e crade courses that combine theoretical anc 
practical aspects of the trade (off-the-job 
training provided by TAFE, complements the 
on-the-job training given by the employer); 


» post-tracle courses that are available to extend 
the skills and knowledge: of tradepersons; and 


» non-trade vocational programs in areas such 
as fashion, retailing and commercial stucties, 


In 1996, of the 26,588 TAFE students enroiled, 
33% were participating in the Business Services 
sub-program, 24% in Manufacturing and 
Engincecring, 14% in Personal and Community 
Services, and a further 11% in Hospitality and 
Tourism, 
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_ INSTITUTE OF ADULT EDUCATION ENROLMENTS, 1995 


Personal Basic Skills and Vocational 
Development Standards Edueation Total 
are veeeee ID) AO 
Adult Education 26 961 144 58 27 183 
Adult Literacy and Basic Education _ 1881 1481 
Adult Migrant English Service 953 = 953 
Total 26 961 __2978 58 29 997 


Recent developments 

The Vocational Education and Training Act 
7994, which came into operation on 1 July 1995, 
provides the legislative foundation for VET 
activities in Tasmania. Five new institute councils 
were established on 1 July 1995 to conform with 
the new Act. Written to complement 
Commonweaith legislation, it has been a major 
step towards providing consistency for the 
vocational education and training sector 
throughout Australia, 


In May 1996 the Modern Australian 
Apprenticeship and Traineeship System 
(MAATS) was introduced. ‘his national training 
system is designed to make training more 
relevant to industry needs, and to extencl 
training into new areas. 


Adult education 


The Institute of Adult Education enables adults 
to become: aware of changes taking place 
cnuitside their own field of employment or 
experience. It is a registered provider of 
accredited vocational and education training, 
and is a State-wide service, with 10 centres 
distributed throughout Tasmania. 


During 1995, 29,997 students were enrolled in 
Adult Education courses. Of those enrolments, 
90% were directly related to the pursuit of 
personal development, while of the remaining 
3 306 enrolments, 72% were for accredited 
activity. Accreditation is available in the areas of 
basic education and literacy, computing and 
workplace skills. 


The Institute's 3 major sub-programs centre 
around the belief that education is a life-long 
process and should be available to all members 
of the community. 


Of particular interest, however, are those 
individuals and community groups who are 
economically, educationally or otherwise 
disadvantaged. 


tbe Class Sub Prouram 

The Institute of Adult Education offers a variery 
of vocational education and training courses as 
part of its fee paying Class Sub Program. The 
program includes personal development, 
cultural, recreational, and art and craft courses. 
The classes are flexible; with day and evening 
sessions being held to cater for the special needs 
and situations of adult leavers. 


The Aboriginal Education Sub Program 
Through the provision of tuition in numeracy, 
literacy and introductory classes, the Aboriginal 
Adult Education Sub Program aims to encourage 
the Aboriginal community to participate in 
mainsuream Adult Education and community life . 
The Adult Literacy and Basic Education (ALBE) 
Sith Program 

‘The ALBE provides assistance with reading, 
writing, spelling, basic maths, Year 10 maths, and 
English, to more than 1860 students in Tasmania 
per year. The nationally accredited course 
General Studics for Adults is also offered. 


The Workplace Adit Education Services sub Pro- 
rai 

Individual and organisational needs (within the 
context of the workplace reform agenda) are 

met through vocational and employment-related 
programs provided by the Institute. 


Aduét Migraiu Enatish Service Sub Program 

The AMES offers language training to a range of 
non-English speaking clients. It is the anly 
registered provider in Tasmania of the nationally 
accredited NSW Certificate in Spoken and 
Written English. 


Many courses provide a starting point for 
encouraging people to go on to award courses at 
formal education institutions, while others fulfil 
the social needs of community members without 
leading to formal qualifications. 
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Future trends in education 
Released in April 1997, the Premier’s Direction 
Statement scts Out a series of major initiatives to 
be undertaken within the Education sector. 
These include: 


« The implementation of mandatory learning 
outcomes in literacy, numeracy, information 
technology, vocation education and 
behaviour management, to ensure all students 
obtain the necessary skills to succeed in the 
workforce. 


« The rapid introduction of information 
technology inte all government schools, to 
provide staff and students with the skills and 
capabilities to work with modem information 
resources and technology. 
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Culture and 


Cultural activities are essential to a shared sense 
of quality of life. These activities include cultural 
heritage, creative and performing arts, literature, 
film and video, libraries, raclio and television, 
language and religious practice, adult cducation, 
active attachment to custom and place, 
recreation, and activities around the 
conservation and enjoyment of the natural 
environment. It is also being increasingly 
recognised that cultural activities also make an 
important contribution to the economy. 


Culture is a difficult concept to define; it can 
mean different things to different people. While 
the majority of Australians are of British or Irish 
origin, and the great. majority speak English only, 
it was recognised by the early 1970s that 
Australia is a multicultural society. While 
‘Tasmanians may not be able to define 
themselves by reference to a single common 
ancestry or a unique language, Tasmanians can 


CHAPTER 10 


the arts 


Among che visitors ta 
the Bothwell 
International Highlands 
Spin-In in 1997 were 2 
women from Swaziland 
who demonstrated 
their spinning skills. 
There were 345 entries 
from 15 countries. 


define themselves in terms of the uniqueness of 
geography, and cdlemoacratic ideals. 


Cultural heritage 


For some historians, and others, the cultural 
environment can be thought of as belonging to 
either Aboriginal culture or European culture. 
The former includes Aboriginal sites; the latter 
includes old towns and buildings, streetscapes 
and shipwrecks. 


Tasmania’s heritage also contains a significant. 
component which depends on the natural 
environment. This is preserved in national parks, 
nature reserves, marine reserves, and wilderness 
areas as well as many other smaller sites. 
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Register of the National Estate 

The functions of identifying and conserving 
Australia’s national heritage are shared between 
all levels of Government. The Register of the 
National Estate, maintained by the Australian 
Heritage Commission, is the national list of 
places of Australia’s Aboriginal, historic and 
natural heritage that should be kept for present 
and future generations. Listing on the Register 
alerts planners, decision makers, researchers 
and the community at large to the heritage value 
of these places, During 1995-06 the number of 
Tasmanian places in the Register increased by a 
net 9 to 1,443. A further 28 places were placed 
on the Interim List (12 Aboriginal, 7 historic and 
9 natural). 


During 1995-96 the following places in Tasmania 
were notified to the Commission as being added 
to the National Estate: 


« Ralphs Bay/Racecourse Flats fird | labitat, 
Lauderdale; 


« Launceston Railway Workshops, Inveresk; 


« Police Commissioner's Residence (Former), 
Kelly House, Sorell; 


« Bishopscourt, South Hobart; 


« Magdalene Home (Former), Mount Saint 
Canice Complex, Lower Sandy Bay; and 


» Claremont House and Grounds, Lady Clark 
Haspital, Claremont. 


The following places in Tasmania were notified 
to the Commission as being lost to the National 
Estate: 


« Beddington Inn, Deddington, destroyed by 
fire in 1980; 


e Cambock Stone Frame Building, Evandale, 
demolished; ancl 


e St Mary Magdalen Anglican Church, George 
Town, destroyed by fire in 1995. 


The Tasmanian Historic Cultural Herttage Act 
7995 was proclaimed in February 1997. The Act 
includes criteria for che assessment, provisional 
entry, appeal against, and registration of places 
(including shipwrecks) or heritage areas in a 
Tasmanian Heritage Register. The Australian 
Heritage Commission worked closely with the 
Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service to identify 
and assess places of heritage significance. 


This invelved determining listings held by the 
Commission, the Department of Environment 
and Land Management, National Trust, Hobart 
City Council, and Launceston City Council. The 
shared information is being used to upgrade 
listings in the Register of the National Estate and 
create entries in the Tasmanian Heritage 
Kegister. 


The legislation also established the Tasmanian 
Heritage Council. The Council operates with 5 
full-time and 3 part-time employees and it plans 
tO SEL Up a program with heritage advisers in all 
regions of the State. 


The Act also requires works and planning actions 
affecting a registered place to be referred to the 
Tasmanian Heritage Council for approval. 


Forests 


In 1995, the Commonwealth proposed a strategy 
to protect high conservation value forests, 
pending the finalisation of regional forest 
agreements. In Tasmania, implementation of the 
strategy has progressecl, with the signing of a 
Deferred Forest Agreement (called the Interim 
Forest Assessment, to avoid confusion with the 
similarly named State processes). The a 
Agreements establish interim protection rclated 
to the Commonwealth reserve criteria in 
deferred forest areas until a comprehensive 
regional assessment of all forest valucs is 
undertaken and a regional forest agreement is in 
place. The Agreements also provide interim 
protection for key national estate values such as 
wilderness, old growth and biodiversity. 


The Tasmanian Government and the 
Commonwealth Government signed the Interim 
Forest Agreement in January 1996, The Scoping 
Agrcement for the Tasmanian Regional Forest 
Agreement was also signed at this time. Since 
the signing of the Scoping Agreement, the 
Australian Heritage Cormmission has been 
working closely with Commonwealth and State 
agencies in order to develop a comprehensive 
approach to forest assessment and agreed 
methodologies for the identification and 
assessment of national estate natural and 
cultural values. 
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THE REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE 


30 dune 
1995 30 jure 1996 
Total fai Abariginal Historic Natural Tota fai 
State/Territory ee 2 INO, ng. no. ne, no, 
NSW 3287 213 2? B44 417 3474 
Vic, 2 467 103 2193 200 2 496 
Qld 1031 144 705 261 1110 
WA 1143 74 a7g 229 1 182 
SA 1238 143 f45 361 1249 
Tas. 1434 63 1153 227 1443 
NT 240 36 105 52 243 
ACTJervis Bay 160 10 137 28 175 
External Territorres 31 if 15 16 31 
Total 11031 836 8776 1791 11 403 


(a} Does not include those on toe Interim List. 
Source: Australian Heritage Commission, Annual Report 1995-96 


World Heritage listings 


Natural and cultural propertics which are which convey the theme of convict 

considered to be of ‘outstanding universal value’ transportation and its outcomes to Australia. 

and which meet the criteria of the World Port Arthur was nominated, among others, as a 

Heritage Convention may be entered in the place for inclusion. 

World Heritage List. The list is compiled by the 

World Heritage Committee. Signatories to the Aboriginal places 

Convention (such as Australia) identify, protect, In 1996, there were 75 Aboriginal places in 

conserve, present and transmit to future Tasmania listed on the Register of the National 

generations, natural and cultural properties Estate. The two main place types protected, 

entered in the World Heritage List. occupation sites (27) and shell middens (17), ~ 
accounted for 59% of all Tasmanian Aboriginal 

In May 1996, the Australian Heritage places on the Register, including those on the 

Commission met at Port Arthur to discuss the Interim List. 


possible serial nomination of a group of places 


ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PLACES IN THE REGISTER 
OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE, 30 JUNE 1996 {a) (b) 


Tasmania Australia 
Place type (c) na. no. 
Occupation site 27 93 
Shell midden 17 66 
Fish and eet trap a 18 
Hunting hides and traps a 3 
Grinding grooves o ig 
Quarries g 35 
Wells o 411 
Modified trees (scarred and carved) oO 45 
Art sites 5 206 
Stone arrangements 3 54 
Ceremonial sites o 18 
Places of significance te Aboriginal people oO 104 
Burials, cémeteries and graves 3 31 
Historic and contact sites 1 45 
Site camplexes 13 107 
Organic resource area 4 1 
Total 75 856 


(a) Includes registered places and slaces on the Interim List. (b) At present there are no 
Torres Strait Islander places in tie Register of the National Estate. (c} Most of these 
places encompass a numer of Aboriginal sites. There are many thausards of individual 
sites covering a wide range of site types in the Register. 


Source: Australian Heritage: Commission, Annuat Reoort 1995-96 
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Historic environment places 


The Tasmanian Department of Enviranment ancl 
Land Management has an important statutory 
obligation to manage the conservation and 
sustainable use of Tasmania's historic heritage. 


Many of the places in the Register of the National 
Estate are buildings, many of which are privately 
owned. Because maintenance costs are a major 
threat to their heritage values, a Commonwealth 
tax rebate scheme for approved conservation 
works was introduced in 1994-95 to assist in 
protecting privately owned heritage buildings 
listed in the Register of the National Estate or in 
State or Territory heritage registers. 


While the Commonwealth operates the scheme. 
there is significant advice and help from State 
Government heritage agencies. 


Cultural pursuits 


In the 12 months to March 1995, Tasmanian 
visiting or attendance rates were higher than 
national rates for museums (35.6% compared to 
27.8%) and classical music performances (10.0% 
compared to 7.7%). 


The State recorded lower rates than the national 
rates for visiting or attendance at such cultural 
venues as cinema (50.4% compared to 62.1%), 
opera or musicals (8.4% compared to 19.3%), 
animal and marine parks (27.3% compared to 
35.3%), and popular music (22.6% compared to 
26,9%). These lower attendance rates in 
‘Tasmania may relate to the lack of accessibility 
to some of these cultural venues. 


Tasmanian attendance icvels at the cinema were 
highest amongst the younger members of the 
population (15-24 vears). Similarly, attendances 


HISTORIC ENVIRGNMENT PLACES IN THE REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE, 
30 JUNE 1996 


Tasmania (a) Australia (aj 
Type of place no, na. 
Residential buildings 452 2 620 
Hotels, motels, inns 77 423 
Retail and wholesale 81 697 
Government and administration 14 142 > 
Finance 19 is4 
Community facilities 14 253 
Recreation and éntertainment 24 267 
Parks, gardens and trees 14 210 
Education 33 344 
Religion 117 738 
Cemeteries and burial sites 12 77 
Moruments and memorials 3 131 
Health services 0 18 
Public utilities 7 56 
Postal and communication 15 474 
Shipwecks ul 58 
Rail transport 12 223 
Road transport 15 178 
Air transport 0 6 
Water transport 22 138 
Maritime industry 0 4 
Mining and mineral processing 2 go 
Forestry and timber industry o t 
Manufacturing and processing 8 73 
Farming and grazing 159 694 
Law and enforcement 26 430 
Military 42 143 
Scientific facilities fa] ? 
Exploration, survey and places of historical events 10 69 
Urban area 32 385 
Landscape o 43 
Total 41160 § 856 


(a) Includes registered places and places on the Interim List. 
Source: Australian Heritage Commission, Annual Report 1995-96 


at popular music concerts were also highest for 
this group. The highest levels of attendance at 
public libraries were recorded for people aged 
15-17 years. 


The highest attendance rates for art galleries, 
classical music and opera or musicals were by 
the 45-54 year age group. The highest 
attendance rate for museums was hy the 35—44 
“year age group. 


People with the lowest attendance rales at most 
venues or activities were in the 65 years and over 


age group. 


An estimated 50.4% of the Tasmanian population 
aged 15 years and over (184,900 peuple out of 
367,000) had visited a cinema at least once in che 
year ended March 1995. This is almost 12% less 
than the Australian attendance rate for the same 
ume period. Some 37.2% (136,500 people) hac 
visited a public library and 37.0% (135,600 
people) had visited a botanic garden. These 
attendance rates were similar to the 
corresponding national figures. 


ATTENDANCE AT CULTURAL ACTIVITIES, 
PARTICIPATION RATES (a) 
Tasmanta Austal.a 


Venue/activity Me 
Cinema 50.4 62,1 
National, State or local library 37.2 38.4 
Botanic garden 37.0 38.5 
Museum 35.6 27.8 
Animal and marine parks 27.3 35.3 
Popular music 22.6 26.9 
Art gallery 214 22.3 
Other performing arts 18.1 18.7 
Theatre 1b.2 16.6 
School, college or university library 14.2 17,1 
Classical music 10.0 7.7 
Circus a3 Bd 
Zoo 9.0 22.2 
Opera or musical 8.4 19.3 
Dance 6.9 10.0 


Children's dance 2.3 3.0 


fa} Those who attended a verueactivity at least once in the 
1? months ended March 1995. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4114.0 


Chapter 10 — Culture and the arts 129 


Museums and art galleries 


In the 14 months to March 1995, attendance 
rates for ‘lasmanians visiting museums ranged 
from 48.1% of those aged 35-44 years to 21.1% 
of those aged 65 years and over. For art galleries, 
the highest attendance rates were for thuse aged 
45-54 years (27.3%), the lowest for those aged 
65 years and over (11.6%). An estimated 35,6% 
of ‘Tasmania’s population aged 15 years and over 
visited a museum (compared to the national 
figure of 27.8%) while 21.4% vistted an art gallery 
in the 12 months to March 1995 (compared to 
the national figure of 22.3%), 


The Tasmanian Museum and Art 
Gallery 


The Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery (TMAG) 
houses collections in che fields of fine and 
applied art, zoology, geolagy, botany, history, 
anthropology, and applied science. Itis an 
integrated institution, concerned with the whole 
range of natural and human heritage, with 
particular emphasis on ‘l'asmanian exhibits. The 
Museum's traditional function, and still the 
major part of its operation today, is to collect, 
conserve, study and display items of cultural or 
scientific value to the community. Its income is 
provided mainly by an annual grant from the — 
State Government, supplemented by a 
contribution from the Hobart Ciry Council. 


Highlights of 1996-97 

Over 165,000 people visiced the Tasrnanian 
Museum ancl Art Gallery in 1996-97, The year 
saw a 47% increase (or 52,840 people) on the 
previous year. When compared to 1994-95, the 
attendance cdluring 1996-97 amounted to an 
increase of around 25%. The uprurn in the 
figures for 1996-97 has been attributed toa 
number of highly successful exhibitions such as 
the Tom Roberts retrospective, Megafun with 
computers and Mitey Science. 


By July 1997, the exhibition Whales—Giants of 
tbe Deep hacl attracted more than 10,000 visitors 
and more than 600 class-group bookings from 
around the State, making the exhibition the 
most successful TMAG exhibition in terms of 
attendance by school-aged children, 


Twa scientists with the TMAG's Herbarium won 
international study awards. The Herbarium’s 
phanerogamic botany curator, Andrew 
Rozetelds, received a grant from the lan Potter 
Foundation to attend the Botanical Society of 
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Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery 1995-96 


Major exbibitions 


* Aboriginal Warriors 1788-1995 

* Wool in the Australian Imagination 

* Rat, Drink and Be Merry: Entertaining at Home 1840-1970 
* Australia Remembers 

* Mitey Science 


* Melba—aA Sentimental Journey 


* Irs Imagination—Carl Orff Centenary 

* With Hidden Noise 

* Meaning of Dress 

* Tasmanian Studio Glass 

* National Glass Collection 

* BBC Wildlife Photography 

* Looking South, Photographs from the Australian Antarctic Division 
* Alvar Aalto 

* National Awards for RALA 

* More than Pooh: E H Shepard in Tasmania 

* ‘The Book on Tour—aAustralian Children’s Book Illustration 

* On the Brink—Threaiened Species Network 
* Fascinating Science 

* Brushing the Dark 

During 1995-96, more than 112,000 people visited the TMAG, 20,000 fewer (or almost 15%) than 


the previous year. This decline was thought to relate to the amount of advertising and promotion 
undertaken for individual events. 


———— 


America conference in Canacla and a travelling 
fellowship to study science displays. 


Invertebrate Zoology curator, Roger Buttermore, 
won a Churchill Fellowship to study bumblebee 
research facilities in New Zealand, Canada and 
Europe during May and June 1998. 


Highlights of 1995-96 


‘In 1995-96, the Custom House was added to the 
building stock of the TMAC:. The Trustees of the 
TMAG now manage the city block bounded by 
Davey, Argyle and Macquarie streets. The 
acquisition of the Custom House now means 
that environmentally controlled spaces for 
precious items can be developed. A dedicated 
discovery space and teaching facility has also 
allowed for local and travelling exhibitions 
specifically tailored for schools and younger 
children. The library, which holds over 8,000 
manographs and 310 journal titles, is now also 
located in the Custom House, as are 
Administrative Services and Information Services 
provision facilities that are available to the public 
by appointment. 


During 1995-96, part of the original Henry 
Hunter Museum Rooms was restored with 
funds donated by a major benefactor. The 
gallery, which was restored ta its 1863 Henry 
Hunter design and colours, opened with the 
most elaborate and complex decorative arts 
exhibition ever staged by the TMAG. The 
exhibition contained more than 400 objects from 
the collection dating berween 1840 and 1970. 


Another benefactor provided an annual 
endowment over a 10 year period Lo support the 
area of Design for Contemporary Living. The 
contribution was recognised by the renaming of 
the Shipping Room where at least once a year 
there will be an exhibition dedicated to ceramics 
and/or glass. 


The Von Guerard Committee raiscd more than 
$300,000 towards the possible acquisition of the 
colonial painting, View of Hobart Town, which 
was to be auctioned. Unfortunately, the TMAG 
was unsuccessful in its bid and funds were 
returned to donors. 


invertebrate zoology research 

During 1995-96 a major study was undertaken, 
in conjunction with the Zoology Department at 
the University of Tasmania in Hobart, on the 
introduced North Pacific Seastar. In March 1996 
a report was submitted to the Australian Nature 
Conservation Agency's Feral Pests Program on 
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seastar distribucion and impact on marine 
benthic fauna. The study showed that significant 
populations of the seastar remain confined to 
the Derwent River estuary. Distribution is 
thought to be influenced by exposure to physical 
disturbance, type of sediment, and availability of 
prey. 


in 1995-96, bumblebee research was 
undertaken. Several feral colonies were collected 
for field and laboratory study. Data was recorded 
and usec! to assess the genetic base of 
Tasmanian stock for commercial rearing 
purposes. 


Asmall project was also undertaken to 
determine whether the New Zealand Porcelain 
Crab may have been introcluced to Tasmania. 


Vertebrate zoology research 

In 1995-96, 59 mammal and bird specimens 
were received from the public, Parks and Wildlife 
Service and other sources. 


There continued to be a hich level of usage of 
the reference collection with 202 vertebrate 
zoology specimen loans and 22 applied science 
loans being made. About 65 zoology enquiries 
and identifications were also carried out during 
the year. 


The Curator continued to act as a consultant to 
the Poisans Infarmation Unit at the Royal Hobart 
Haspital. 


The Herbarium 


The role of che herbarium is to develop, 
maintain, and manage the Museum’s Tasmanian 
botanical collections, andl to iclentify, classify and 
document the relationships of Tasmanian flora. 
Italso provides prompt and accurate botanical 
advice to a wide range of individuals, 
government departments, scientific and 
educational institucions, and other organisations. 


The Herbarium currently houses about 300,000 
plant specimens, with angiosperms being the 
largest plant group represented. Also significant, 
although smaller in size, are the collections of 
gymnosperms, pteridophytes, lichens, algae and 
fungi. 


In 1995-96, the Herharium’s vascular plant 
database was redesigned. It currently contains 
over $8,000 records. 


During 1995-96, data entry for the lichen 
collection also began, with over 1,200 records 
entered. Data entry for the Herbarium’s reprint 
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collection also resumed, As a result af demand, a 
computer terminal for the public's use was 
developed. 


Herbarium staff identified over 880 speicmens 
for 108 clients and provided a forensic service 
for the police. In 1995-96, more than 1046 
visitors used the Herbarium faciliey or consulted 
staff. 


West Coast Museum 


The West Coast Pioneers’ Memorial Muscum at 
Zeehan operated as a branch of the Tasmanian 
Museum and Art Gallery from 1965 until 1994 
under the West Coast Memorial Museum Act 
1965. This Act was repealed in 1994, placing the 
management responsibility with the West Coast 
Heritage Authority Limited. The Authority 
manages the Museum's assets at Zeehan. The 
historical significance of these buildings and 
collections is considered by many to be the 
equal of any other tourism site in Tasmania. 


The Museum deals with the history of the West 
Coast of Tasmania, with an emphasis on mining, 
and is visited! by about 50,000 people each year. 


Queen Victoria Museum and Art 
Gallery 


The Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery was 
established by the ‘lasmanian Government in 
1891. Since 1895 its management has been 
vested in the Launceston Corporation, with 
financial suppart from an annual State 
Government grant. 


In 1995-96, the collections of the Queen Victoria 
Museum and Act Gallery included 


humanities-based collections such as community 


history, decorative arts and craft, fine art, and 
history while the science-based 


collections included botany, geology, physical 
sciences and zoology. Services within rhe 
Museum included conservation (of objects, 
paper and paintings), revenue development. 
education, information management, library, 
preparation/casting, public programs ancl 
exhibitions. 


A group of over a chousand people collectively 
known as the ‘Friends of the Queen Victoria 
Museum and Art Gallery’ assists and promates 
the Museum and provides funds vical to the 
enrichment of the Museum's collections. Two 
foundations are also aligned to the Museum: the 
Launceston Art Foundation, which was 
established in March 1985; and the Plomicy 
Foundation, which was established in 1984. 


In 1995-96, the Launceston City Council decided 
to consolidate all the Museum's activities onto 2 
sites. Consequently, the redevelopment of the 
former Launceston Railway Workshops for usc 
by the Museum became an important issue. The 
first stage Of moving the Museum and Art Gallery 
to che Railway site was completed during this 
time and it is envisaged that the project will be 
completed in early 2001. The State Government 
cominitted $4m to relocate the art collection to 
the new site. 


a 


The redevelopment of the railway site resulted 
in the Muscum’s exhibition program being 
reduced, which contributed to the decline in the 
overall number of visitors to the Museum. 


QUEEN VICTORIA MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY STATISTICS 


1994-95 1995-96 
Venue/activily no. ng. 
Museum and Art Gallery attendees 106 868 72 744 
Touring exhibitions attendees 443 697 298 193 
Public enquiries 17 316 9547 
Exhibitions mounted 30 27 
Internet hits na. 3410 


Source: Queen Victoria Museum and Art Galery, Annual Report 1995-936 
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Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 


Jean Gray, Royal Tasmanian Botanical 
Gardens 


These gardens are an ideal introduction to 
the Srate’s historic and botanic heritage. In 
1806, just two years after the founding of 
Hoban, Governor Collins presented a grant 
of land to John Hagan who developed the 
area as a farm. This grant included the area 
now occupied by Government House. In 
1818 Governor Sorell directed that the area 
be developed as a government garden. 
Governor Arthur ordered that convict labour 
be used to establish a botanical garden but it 
was not until 1828 that Mr William Davidson 
was appointed! as the first superintendent. 
Davidson ordered a large quantity of secds 
and trees from England and hac also 
gathered seeds of 150 native plants from the 
slopcs and summit of Mt Wellington. 
Evidence of the early conifer plantings is 
seen at the entrance to the gardens. 


The Arthur Wall, which was completed in 
1829, is constructed of freestone block on 
one side and bricks on the other. It formed a 
boundary to the Queens Domain. Because 
the wail was internally heated, exotic fruits 
and other plants could be grown or forced, a 
practice often used in England to extend the 
growing period of fruits and to provide frost 
protecwion, 


The 280 metre long Eardley Wilmot Wall and 
the impressive cast iron entrance gates are 
reminders of our heritage and nestle in 
comfortably with more recent buildings and 
plantings. 


The gardens have important educational, 
botanical and horticultural research 
programs, thereby increasing knowledge 


about plants and assisting plant conservation. 


They offer a range of native and exotic plants 
including the largest public collection of 
conifers in the Southern Hemisphere, 
spectacular annuals and a vibrant 
conservatory display. 


Native Plani Conservation Program 

The Royal Tasmanian Botanicat Gardens 
does extensive work with native plant 
conservation throughout the State. Seeds 
and cuttings are collected from the wild, 
plants are propagated at the nursery in the 
Gardens. in the case of threatened species, 
new plants are replanted in the wild, in an 
effort to increase wild populations. 


Some plants are placed in the A.P. May 
Tasmanian Section, where over 600 species 
are on display, including approximately 50 
threatened species. 


The Education Service supports this 
conservation work by raising awareness of 
threatened plant species, and encouraging 
schools and the general community to be 
involved in solving problems associated with 
habitat destruction. 


Cultural activities in the Gardens 

The extensive collection of plants and trees 
provides an ideal backdrop for activities 
ranging from family picnics and birthday 
parties to theatre and music. 


The Horticultural Therapy garclening 
program continues to enthuse the aged and 
disabled people who attend. 


A regular summer program of theatre for 
children and adults attracts a wide audience 
and the annual Tulip Festival of Tasmania 
allows visitors to absorb the botanical 
splendours of spring. 
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Theatre Royal, Hobart 


Andrew! Ross, Theatre Royal 


The Theatre Royal was commenced in 1834, 
after local businessmen decided the growing 
colony required a permanent theatre, and 
opened in 1837. Located in the Wapping 
district, an unpleasant area of slums anc! 
industry, the theatre, originally a much 
smaller structure than the theatre of today, 
incorporated a tavern in its basement. This 
was Closed after only a few years, apparently 
because the rowdiness of the tavern patrons 
was Loo much of a distraction for the theatre 
audiences. 


The theatre was extensively rebuilt in the 
early 1900s, when the claborate plasterwork 
proscenium, dome with its portraits of poets 
and composers and lead crystal chandetier 
were added. The port of Hobart was on 
major global shipping rautes, and during the 
late part of the nineteenth and early part of 
the twentieth centuries, the theatre hosted 
many international artists and companies, 
who often played at che theatre for wecks at 
a time on their way around the world. 
However shipping routes changed and with 
other forms of entertainment becoming 
available, performances and attendances 
dropped off. By the late 1940s, the theatre 
had fallen into disuse and was threatened 
with demolition. 


In 1948, the Old Vic Company toured ta 
Hobart with Laurence Olivier and Vivien 
Leigh, who were in part responsible for 
motivating public opinion towards saving the 
theatre. A successful fundraising campaign 
enabled restoration. The building was 
purchased by the State of Tasmania, and the 
carly 1950s witnessed the Theatre Royal's 
re-emergence as a major social centre in the 
city. This was to be crowned in 1952 by a visit 


from the-then Princess Elizabeth, but en 
route to Australia, she was called back to 
England to become Queen following the 
death of George VI. Nonetheless, the number 
of productions increased and a resident 
company even offered subscription seasons. 


More work in the 1970s modernised the 
backstage facilities and created space thar 
was, in the mid-1980s, to become the 
Backspace Theatre, a popular and affordable 
performance space for cabaret and smaller 
local companies. In 1984, the auditorium was 
again renovated, this tire to return its colour 
to the deep burgundy of the early 1900s. The 
work was almost complete when disaster 
struck and the theatre was extensively 
damaged by fire. The future looked grim, but 
again the generosity of the public, corporate 
donors and the Stace Government cnsured 
that Australia’s grand old lady of the theatre 
world was saved. 


In recent years, the theatre has resumed its 
pre-eminent position in Hobart’s social life, 
thanks in part to government policies 
encouraging national Louring of quality 
theatre shows. In 1994, a subscription season 
was successfully re-introduced, and the years 
since have seen both the number of 
performances and overall attendances 
increase steadily. Technology, coo, has made 
its mark on the Theatre Royal, with 
computerisation of the lighting control 
system, and in 1994 the installation of a 
computerised ticketing system. The Theatre 
Royal also boasts its own Internet site. 


The Wapping areca is now being revitalised 
with the construction of inner-city housing, 
and it is hoped that this development will 
reinforce the role played by the ‘The Royal’ 
in Hoburt’s theatre culture. 


Libraries 


In the 12 months to March 1995, 37.2% of the 
Tasmanian population aged 15 years and over 
(136,500 people) used a national, State or local 
library (public library) at least once. ‘his 
compared with the Australian figure of 38.4%. 
During the same time period, 14.2% of the 
Tasmanian population (52,000 people) usecl a 
school, college or university library, compared to 
the Australian figure of 17.1%. 


Over the same period, public libraries were used 
by 46.0% of those aged 15-17 years and 27.9% of 
those aged 65 vears and over. 


The State Library of Tasmania 


The State Library of Tasmania delivers its 
services through a State-wide network of 49 
public libraries, 4 Bookmobiles and 6 reference 
and specialist libraries. These include: 


* the Tasmaniana Library (a comprehensive 
collection of historical and contemporary 
Tasmanian publications); 


e the W.L. Crowther Library (a collection of 
printed, manuscript, pictorial and museum 
material, mainly Tasmanian; and 


« the Allport Library and Museum of Fine Arts 
(an outstanding collection of 18th and 19th 
century antiques, colonial paintings and 
books), 


Resources in the Srate Library include: 


« lending and general reference collections; 

« the Tasmaniana collection; 

« collections of rare and specialist items, 

e education resource and media collections; and 


e electronic information resources. 


The libraries are linked by the Tasmanian 
Automated Library and Information System 
(TALIS), which is an automated catalogue ancl 
electronic information service. The libraries of 8 
senior secondary colleges and 78 school and 
TAFE libraries are connected to TALIS. The 
system also provides an avenue to the University 
of Tasmania Library catalogue. 


Public access to the Internet is also available 
through all city and reference libraries in 
Tasmania. World Wide Web ‘home pages’, linked 
to the State Library home page, were established 
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for every major library, providing detailed 
information about available services to Internet 
users. The Tasmania Online service facilitates 
publishing on the Internet by community and 
government organisations, and provides a 
comprehensive listing of local and glohal Web 
sites which relate to Tasmania. 


A number of library services are tailored for 
people with special needs, including people with 
disabilitics, people who are disadvantaged by 
virtue of location, the houscbound, and people 
with languages other than English through the 
use of special format and delivery systems, 
These resources include large print books, 
recorded books, foreign language materials, andl 
video and audio formats. Delivery of such 
resources is managed through the Boakmohile 
service, a volunteer Courter system, and the 
integrated library network. 


At June 1996, 306,122 persons or 65% of 
Tasmania’s population held a Library card which 
enabled them borrow. This was 20,000 more 
than in at June 1995, 


During the year 1995-96, more than 4.4 million 
items were borrowed, which was 100,000 more _ 
than 1994-95. About 262,000 reservations for 
specific items were registered, and almost 
600,000 reference and information querics were 
answered, Over 60,000 books were purchased by 
the State Library, 14% more than the previous 
year. 


ATTENDANCE AT PUBLIC LIBRARIES (a) 


Number Participation rate 

Se Tae Ms ‘009 % 
NSW 1810.4 37.9 

Vic. 1 288.7 36.4 

Qld 971.6 38.5 

SA 489.4 41.8 

WA 647.3 41.0 

Tas. 136.5 37.2 

NT 49.3 40.8 

ACT 109.9 47.9 

Australia 5 403.1 35 4 


ia) Those who attended a national, State or local library at 
least once ir: the 12 months ended March 1995. 


Source: ABS catalogue na. 4124.0 
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Archives Office of Tasmania 

The Archives office manages the records of 
‘Tasmanian State and local governments, and 
certain non-government agencies. The office 
preserves valuable records which are no longer 
of immediate administrative use. 


For the year ended June 1996, more than 10,400 
clients used the services provided by the 
Archives Office. This figure is similar to that 
recorded in previous years. However the 
number of items accessed! by clients increased 
by approximately 10%. Records from a range of 
agencies were transferred to the central custody 
of the Archives Office as a result of the Natianel 
inquiry into the separation of Aboriginal and 
forres Strait Islander Children. Because of the 
emphasis placed by the Inquiry on both 
historical and current records, the office played a 
substantial role in providing information and 
advice. 


Work continued on the development ofa 
database of names and arrival dates of abour 
75,000 convicts transported to Tasmania. The 
database will be used to produce a 
comprehensive index and it is planned to be 
made available to the public by the end of 1997. 


The Tasmanian Parliamentary 
Library 


This library services much of the information 
requircments of the Parliament and individual 
Members of Parliament. The Parliamentary 
Research Service provided 215 briefings for 
Members in 1995-96, compared to 277 in the 
previous year. There were 4588 reference 
requests in 1995-96, compared to 5661 in 
199495. 


During 1995-96 at the request of Members of 
Parliament, Hbrary staff prepared 126 transcripts 
taken from cither radio or television broadcasts 
which the library monitors on a daily basis. This 
compared to 101 in the previous year. 


The Parliamentary Library was also responsible 
for much of the design and content of the 
Tasmanian Parliament's Internet homepage. 


Arts Tasmania 


Arts ‘Tasmania is che State Government’s arts 
policy and funding aclvisory body. It administers 
an annual program of arts grants and loans. It 
secks to further the development ofa viable 
‘Tasmanian arts industry, and to promote 
excellence and participation in, and access to, a 
wide range of arts activities in Tasmania. 


Arts Tasmania is responsible for arts 
development and provides assistance to 
performers in the areas of music, performing 
arts, dance anc film, 


Reports trom artists and arts organisations 
funded through the Arts Tasmania Arts Program 
indicated that the program supported over 2,800 
events State-wide and that these events attracted 
attendances of more than 360,000. Outdoor 
events and broadcasts added an estimarect 
audience of 103,000. 


In 1995-96, Theatre North launched its first 
subscription series. The Theatre Royal added a 
dance subscription to the subscription series, 
and implemented the Kulture Vulture marketing 
project to encourage young people to attend 
theatre performances. A fund created for music 
initiatives in the North West part of the Strate was 
also well accessed. 


The Art for Public Buildings Scheme provided 
for original artworks for completed public 
buildings. 


The Creative Communities Fund encouraged 
local government to collaborate on the funding 
of cultural projects, which resulted in the 
provision of a diversity of funded projects across 
various regional festivals, strectscape 
improvements, and projects invelving young 
people. 


Exhibition programs were provided through 
Contemporary Art Services of Tasmania (CAST) 
to both the Devonport and Burnie Art galleries, 
thereby increasing the number of contemporary 
art exhibitions over previous years. 
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- - PERSONS R MUSI 
Music and performing arts CONCERTS, 12 N MONTHS TO MARCH 1995 
Music is an important aspect of the cultural life aM 1 228.6 said 
of Tasmanians. An estimated 22.6% of the oe sea nee 
Tasmanian population aged 15 vears and over = ae ae 
(83,100 people) attended a popular music WA 402.7 20.9 
concert and 10.0% (36,800 people) attended a Tas. 83.4 29.65 
-classical music concert at least once in the year NT 38.7 32.0 
ended March 1995. The proportion of people ACT 90.8 39.6 
attending popular music concerts peaked for Australia B7O0.7 26.9 
18-24 year olds (33.8%) while the proportion Source: ABS cataiogue no, 4114.0 
attending decreased as the age of the population 
increased. For classical music concerts, the PERSONS ATTENDING CLASSICAL MUSIC 
highest proportions of people attending were CONCERTS, 12 MONTHS TO MARCH 1995 
recorded for 45~54 year olds (15.3%), followed mir Pacticipalion rate 
by 35-64 year olds (13.0%) and 25-34 year olds ee, © 6 ee 
(9.7%). NSW 363.2 7.6 
Vie. 261.6 7.4 
Old 158.1 6.3 
SA 102.0 8.7 
WA 113.3 8.5 
Tas. 36.8 16.0 
NT 13.8 11.5 
ACT 32.5 14.2 
Australia 1081.3 Tit 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4114.0 


Huon and Tamar Valley Folk Festivals 


Mike Raine. Huon Folk Festival Secretariat 


Each year early in January, the population of Cygnet swells considerably from its modest 1000, as 
nearly 2 times that many visitors flock there for the Huon Folk Festival. Fifteen times in the last 16 
years the Festival has taken place in this otherwise quiet rural community in the south of Tasmania. 
This makes it one of the longest running festivals of this nature in Australia, and the longest in 
Tasmania. 


‘The Festival has bcen presenting a wide range of musical styles and events to Tasmanian devotees of 
folk music. These include the best Tasmanian performers, as well as nated! Australian and international 
acts. Although it has had a strong Irish core, in recent years the Festiva] has seen a greater influx of 
other musical traditions. Amongst these other traditions, there has been a very popular African flavour 
over the last 3 years. As well, music and dance from eastern Europe has become more prominent. 


The northern counterpart to the Huon Festival is the Tamar Valley Folk Festival. This festival, located 
in and around George Town, has now been going for 5 years. Although it is slightly more modest in 
size, the festival is an important event for traditional music expression in the north of the State. The 
festival is staged the week after the Huon festival, so many performers take advantage of the timing 
to appear at both. 


The 2 festivals are important signs of the strength of folk music in Tasmania, showing an interest which 
started in the middle sixties and has continucd to this day. They have been the stepping stones for 
many Tasmanian acts to develop and go further afield. 
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Peter Dombrovskis 


Max Angus 


Peter Dombrovskis (1945-1996) was an 
exceptionally gifted nature photographer. 
From boyhood he had climbed steadily 
through the ranks to reach the pinnacle of 
success in his chosen profession. His work is 
respected by his colleagues and warmly 
appreciated by the public at large. The works 
that appeared in his self-published books, 
diaries, calendars, posters and cards are 
reproduced from the selfsame photographs 
that grace the wails of State galleries, 
institutions and private collections in 
Australia and abroad. His sublime 
photographs unquestionably played a 
significant part in the campaign that saved 
the Franklin River. Indeed, Tasmanian people 
may have been more impressed by the visual 
images produced by Peter Dumbrovskis than 
they were by the endless newspaper reports 
of conflicting political views on conservation. 


It is no idle thing to say that ‘one picture is 
worth a thousand words’. Words may be 
distrusted; a picture remains mute. Of 
course an ill-considered picture may fail ta 
impress, but why do we fecl, at once, thata 
Dombrovskis photograph is of the first rank? 


Peter Dombrovskis approached his subject 
with something like reverence. He 
considered the possibilities. He never forced 
a conclusion or resorted to the mere 
quick-fire snapshot. He preferred the subject 
to take possession of his heart and mind. lic 
knew that preat photographs are the result of 
a relaxed, passive receptivity combined with 
an alert overview of the whole process. 
Beyond this is good technique and the use of 
fine equipment. All his photographs were 
taken on a large format 5X4 Linhof Flatbed 
field camera. 


We cannot scientifically ‘prove’ that beauty 
exists, NO matter how persuasive the theory. 


Generally, we acquire aesthetic enjoyment 
ancl judgement slowly, often from the 
wordless examples of painters, 
photographers, musicians and dancers. 
Thousands upon thousands of Tasmanians 
have, over the past 25 years, grown almost 
unaware that their visual perceptions of the 
Tasmanian landscape have been heightened 
by constant exposure to Peter Dombrovskis’ 
photographs. 


Peter Dombrovskis was horn in a refugee 
camp in Wiesbaden, Germany, of Latvian 
parents in 1945. His father was lost in the last 
months of World War IT. Peter and his 
mother, Adele Dombrovskis arrived in 
Australia as migrants in 1950, and moved to 
Hobart in 1951, where they settled on the 
slapes of Mount Wellington. Together they 
roamed its ferny tracks and climbed its crags. 
Then Adele bought her son his first camera. 


Later, as a tcenager, his work was noticed by 
Olegas ‘lruchanas, Lithuanian-born pioneer _ 
conservationist and nature photographer. For 
the young Dombrovskis, Truchanas became 
an inspiring father-figure, who predicted that 
Peter would ‘become one of Australia’s great 
photographers’. Olegas Truchanas died in 
1972. From this time onward Peter 
Dombrovskis trod his own path with quiet 
resolution. His superb photographs, 
produced year upon year, were unmistakablic. 


Then, on 28 March 1996, while 
photographing on the Western Arthur Range 
in Tasmania's south-west, Peter Dombrovskis 
clied of a heart attack. This serene and 
madest man was mourned across the nation. 
His legacy to emerging photographers will 
endure. His influence on his fellow 
Tasmanians to better understand their island 
State is incalculable. 


King Penguins at Green Gorge, Macquarie Island, 
Photographer: Peter Dombrovskis 


Pandani in rain, Mount Anne. 
Fhotographer: Peter Dombrovskis 
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Richea scoparia, Walls of Jerusalem National Park. 
Photographer: Peter Dombrovskis 


Ice and alpenglow, Cradle Mountain-Lake Sc Clair National Park. 
Photographer: Peter Dombrovskis 


Tarn near Cradle Mountain, Cradle Mountain—Lake St Clair National Park. 
Photographer: Peter Dombrovskis 


Wombat footprints, Tarkine, West Coast. 
Photographer: Peter Dombrovskis 


Deciduous beech, Cradle Mountain -Lake St Clair National Park. 
Photographer: Peter Dombrovskis 


Performing arts 

The performing arts sector includes all forms of 
theatre, dance, apera and music theatre, variety 
and cabaret. An estimated 15.2% of the 
Tasmanian population aged 15 years and over 
(55,800 people) attended a theatre performance, 
8.4% (30,700) attended an opera or musical, 
6.9% (25,400 people) attended a dance 
performance, and 18.1% (66,600) attended a 
performance of other performing arts at least 
once in the year ended March 1995. 


Theatre consists of live performances by actors 
or puppets, of plays where the entire, or a major 
part of the performance does not use song and 
music. Included are alternate, playback, puppet, 
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fringe, youth and community theatre, theatre 
sports and theatre of the deaf as well as drama, 
comedy, mime and theatre-in-education. 


The highest participation rate for those 
attending theatre performances was for people 
aged 45-54 years (22.3%), closcly followed by 
people aged 15-17 years (22.1%); for dance 
performances the highest participation rate was 
also recorded for people aged 45-54 years 
(9.8%), for opera or musicals, the highest 
participation rate was again recorded by peopic 
aged 45-54 years (12.4%); and for other theatre 
performances it was people aged 25-34 years 
(27.3%), 


PERSONS ATTENDING PERFORMING ARTS, 12 MONTHS TO MARCH 1995 


Tasmania Australia 

Number  Participationrate Number Particypation rate 

Performances “G00 es “000 a 
Theatre 55.8 15.2 2 336.3 16.6 
Opera or musical 30.7 8.4 2722.1 19.3 
Dance 25.4 6.9 1 407.5 10.0 
Other performing arts 66.6 18.1 26344 18.7 


Source: ABS cataiogue no. 4114.0 
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Salamanca Theatre Company 


Peborab Pollard 


Salamanca Theatre Company is one of Australia’s oldest ‘theatre for young people’ companies. 
Originating trom-the fheetre in Hducation company established in Tasmania in 1972, the Salamanca 
Theatre Company has been provicling quality theatre in schools around Tasmania for 25 years. 


In addition to an annual touring season which brings performances to over 30,000 children and adults, 
the Company also runs residencies and workshops in schocels, assisting them to develop their own 
productions and tailor theatre that is relevant to the local community. 


The Salamanca Theatre Company has received recognition for its achievernents in youth theatre, in 
1988 the award of the Sidney Myer Performing Arts Award acknowledged the Company as a leader in 
its field. In 1992, the Company received the Australian Human Rights Award for Drama for its 
production of ‘Highest Mountain, Fastest River’, a story of the epic journey ta Tasmania of the [Imong 


people of northern Laos. 


To create work that remains relevant and entertaining to youth auctiences, the Salamanca Theatre 
Company is dedicated to researching its material directly with young people. The Company uses media 
such as technology, contemporary music and art to stimulate, challenge and communicate with a 


youch market. 
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CHAPTER 11 


Sport and recreation 


Phote: ‘The Examiner 


Tasmanians have a great love for the autdaors. 
‘This could partly derive from their maritime 
history and their love of the ocean. It could also 
partly derive from how their history has been 
shaped by habitation of a rugged and remote 
island. Sporting custom and folklore are deeply 
etched within the Tasmanian psyche. Sportis an 
important part of Tasmanian tife and of being 
Tasmanian. Tasmania provides residents anc 
visitors with abundant opportunities to take part 
in sport and recreational activities either directly 
as participants or indirectly as spectators, as 
Tasmanians have some of the best sport and 
recreation opportunities in the country. 


A oumber of the major sports, as well as many of 
the lesser ones, are played here with levels of 
participation ranging from social co elite. Some 
sporting facilities rival the best in the nation and 
the natural environment provides unique 
Opportunities for outdoor activities, 


Over 800 riders and 
family members 
attended the 8th 
annual meeting of the 
‘Tasmanian Mountain 
Cattlemen's 
Championships at 
Campbell Town in 
February 1996. 


While Tasmanians are also becoming more 
aware of the physical, social and psychological 
benefits chac can be gainecl through satisfying 
physical activity, there are important social and 
economic benefits that alsa extend to the wider 
COMYITEILLN] ity, 


The economic benefits of sport and recreation 
and the link between participation in physical 
activity and health provides an incentive for 
governments at all levels ta support the sport 
and recreation industry through the provision of 
opportuniues for participation and the provision 
of facilities. These allow Tasmanians to have easy 
access to a diverse range of sporting facilities 
and recreational pursuits. 
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Sport 


involvement in sport 


in 1995-96 a comprehensive national survey 
measured frequency of participation in various 
sports. Amongst the main results was that during 
the year 30% of the population, or almost 4.3 
million people, participated in an organised 
sport or physical activity. In ‘fasmania, 33% of 
the population (118,400 people) participated in 
an organised sport or physical activity. This 
made Tasmania the third most active State. 


Tasmanian males had a higher participation rate 
than females: 37.3% of males participated in an 
organised sport or physical activity compared 
with 28.9% of females. Participation rates were 
highest for the younger age groups and steadily 
declined with age. Females from the 25-44 year 
age group had the highest participation rate for 
Tasmania at 39.4%, whilst males from the 15-19 
age group had the highest participation rate of 
54.9%. 


SPORT PARTICIPATION RATES, TASMANIA, 


1995-96 

Malas Females. Parsons 
Years of age Z % % _ 
15-24 54.9 Stet 46.5 
25-34 45.8 39.4 42.6 
35-44 ahs 27.7 32.4 
45-54 28.9 277? 28.3 
55-64 24.8 23.9 24,3 
65 and over 21.5 t4.0 17.3 
Total 37.3 28.9 33.0 


Source: ABS cataingve no. 4277.0 


Most popular organised sport 


Acrobics and golf hac the highest participation 
rates in Tasmania (4.4%) for all persons, 
followed by netball (2.9%) and Australian Rules 
Football (2.2%). Other sports with relatively high 
participation rates were cricket (2.1%) and lawn 
bowls (2.0%), Aerobics and golf were also the 
bvoO most popular sports in Australia with 
participation rates of 4.8% and 3.2% respectively. 


The most popular sport for ‘Tasmanian males 
was golf with a 7.0% participation rate, followed 
hy Australian Rules Football (4.3%), cricket 
(4.1%), lawn bowls (2.4%) and sailing (2.3%), 


The most popular sport for Tasmanian females 


was acrobics (7.8%), followed by netball (4.5%) 
and tennis (2.4%). 


PARTICIPATION IN MOST POPULAR 
ORGANISED SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES, 
TASMANIA, 1995-96 


Persons ial Persons {b) 
Sporvactivity “000 % 
Aerobics 15.6 43 
Australian Rules Football 7.49 2.2 
Baskethall 5.3 1.5 
Cricket (outdoor 7.5 2.1 
Golf 15.3 4.3 
Hackey (outdoor) 5.1 14 
Lawn bowls TL 2.0 
Netball 10.4 2.9 
Sailing 5.2 1.4 
Tennis 6.5 1.8 


ia} Persons aged 15 and over. (5! Percentage of the civilian 
population aged 15 years and over. 


Source: ABS catalogue na, 4177.0 


Expenditure 


The survey also found that participants spent 
$85.1 million on sport and physical activities in 
Tasmania curing 1995-96, The main areas of 
expenditure were equipment and clothing 
(234.2 million), transport and weekly fecs 

($27.9 million}, and membership ($12.3 million), 


Each participant spent an average of $719 during 
1993-96 compared toa national average of $652, 


The average costs for the most popular activities 
per person were acrobics ($305), golf ($715), 
netball ($218) and Australian Rules Football 
($444) 


The most expensive organised sport or physical 
activily for peopte aged 15 and over was sailing 
($1884), The cheapest sporting activity was 
netball, with an average cost per participant of 
$218 for the year. 


Sports attendance 


A survey of sports attendance was undertaken in 
1995 and collected data on the number of 
people who had attended a sporting event as a 
spectator at least once in the previous twelve 
months. The survey excluded those under 15 
years of age, and attendance at junior and school 
SPOrt. 


The survey found that 172,600, or 47% of 
Tasmanians aged 15 years and over, attended a 
sporting event during the year. More males 
attended a sporting event (54.7%) than females 
(39.6%). For both males and femaics attendance 
rates were highest for the 15-24 age group 
(62.3%) and steadily declined with each 
subsequent age group. For persons 65 years and 
older the attendance rate was 23.2%, 
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ATTENDANCE AT SELECTED SPORTS, 1995 


Sport 


Austratian Ruiés Football 


Rugby League 
Cricket 
Basketball 
Soccer 

Motor sports 
Tennis 

Rugby Union 
Netball 


Males Females Persons 
% 

30.6 15.2 22.8 
1.2 o.5 0.8 
16.5 5.6 10.9 
6.6 6.5 6.5 
L7 1.4 1.6 
7.8 5 4.6 
1.6 t2 1.4 
t2 0.5 0.8 
1.2 4.4 2.8 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4174.0 


EXPENDITURE GN SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES, TASMANIA (a), 1995-96 


Transport 
and weekly Equipment Other Total Average per 
Membership fee and clathing expenses expenditure participant 
Sra $m $m $m $m 3S 
Aerobics 1.9 2.1 0.7 _ 4.7 305 
Australian Rudes Football 0.2 15 0.9 0.2 2.7 344 
Basketball O.2 4.3 0.6 0.2 2.3 425 
Cricket (Outdoor) a3 0.3 O.7 oO. 2.0 269 
Golf 3.6 3.4 3.3 0.3 10.9 745 
Hockey (outdoor) O.4 0.4 0.4 — 1.2 229 
Lawn bowls OF aO.g 0.4 0.4 2.4 339 
Netball 4 a Te 0.6 0.2 2.3 218 
Sailing O.7 0.4 7.5 14 9.8 1884 
Tennis 0.4 0.5 0.5 _— 14 220 
Total (b 12.3 27.9 34.2 10.6 85.1 719 


(a} Persons aged 15 years and over. (b) Includes activities not listed. 


Source: AGS catalogue no. 4177.0 


Australian Rules Football was the most watched 
sport in Tasmania with 22.8% of the population 
attending. This was far ahead of the next most 
popular sport, cricket, 10.9%. The two 
least-watched sports of those listed were Rugby 
League and Rugby Union 


Government support for sport 


The Tasmanian Government, through the Office 
of Sport anel Recreation and the Tasmanian 
Institute of Sport, stimulates sporting activity ina 
number of ways. It seeks to: 


* encourage participation; 


« support the development of sport anc 
recreation organisations; 


* support local and regional planning for the 
provision of infrastructure and services; and 


* improve the performance of clite athletes, 


The Office of Sport and Recreation deals with 
local government and almost 100 major sport 


and recreation organisations including peak 
hodies. These include TasSport, Tasmanian 
Outdoor Leadership Council, Tasmanian 
Outdoor Recreation Council, The Health and 
Fitness Alliance, and the Tasmanian Coaching 
Centre, 


Policies for develapment 

The national Active Australia program has 
strongly influenced State government sporting 
policies. The goals of Active Australia are to: 


« increase and enhance lifelong participation: 

® assist people to realise the social, health ancl 
economic benctits of participation; and 

« develop quality infrastructure, opportunities 
and Services LO SUPPOrT Participation. 


These goals link sport and recreation 
development and the provision of quality 
opportunities with participation by people of all 
ages. The role of government has increased over 
recent years due to its recognition that the sport 
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and recreation industry can deliver significant 
heaith, physical, social ancl economic benefits to 
individuals and the community. 


One of the Tasmanian Government's major 
policy objectives is to have a supporting rather 
than a direct role in determining priorities and 
directions. A major development was the 
establishment of the Sport ancl Recreation 
Advisory Board, which helps the industry co have 
input into Government policy and priorities. It is 
the first time in Tasmania there has been a 
structure directly linking Government to the 
sport and recreation industry and community. 


The Office of Sport and Recreation also works 
directly with sport and recreation organisations, 
assisting them to plan and evaluate their 
services, and facilitate education and training 
using programs such as the Volunteer 
Involvement Program, and Aussie Sport. Work is 
also being undertaken in partnership with local 
government to plan and develop facilities, 
programs and services on a coordinated regional 
basis. 


Through the Office of Sport and Recreation, the 
Tasmanian Government funds numerous 
sporting and recreational bodies. Funding is 
allocated according to criteria established for 
each program. The State Government provided 
just over $1 million in sport and recreation 
development grants for the 1995-96 financial 
vear, 


SPORT AND RECREATION DEVELOPMENT 
GRANTS, TASMANIA, 1995-96 


Grant 
Sport development 486 200 
Junior sport 23 920 
Volunteer Involvement Program BOO 
School holiday recreation activities 3914 
Recreational development grants 2412 500 
Coaching 10 350 
Minor capital works 47 400 
People with a disability 5 500 
Women in Sport and Recreation 16 320 
Community sport and recreation 
Programs 304 950 
Community outdocr recreation initiatives 5 000 
Total 1116 854 


Source: Department of Education, Community and Cultural 
Development, Annual Report 1995-96 
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Policies to increase participation 


A primary policy objective of the Office of Sport 
and Recreation is to increase sport and 
recreation participation, and development. 
Another policy objective is to raise community 
awareness of the value of a healchy active 
lifestyle through sport and recreation. The 
reason for this is that increased awareness 
invariably increases activity in sporting and 
leisure activities. 


AS participation is a personal choice, policics 
aim to provide opportunities for people to be 
involved in satisfying activities. The key policy 
principle is that of equity and access. A priority 
exists for fostering opportunities for older 
people, youth, women, and people witha 
disability to participate in community recreation, 
fitness activities, sport, outdoor recreation, and 
other forms of physical activicy, 


Participation can range from involvement in 
highly structured sport and recreation through 
to physical education, It also involves an 
appreciation of the role of those who organise 
their own physical activity according to their 
own interests and needs. Settings vary from 
walking trails through to gyms, ovals and 
international standard sporting facilities. 
Women tit sport and recrealuon 

The Women in Sport and Recreation Policy 
provides a framework for che actions of the 
Office of Sport and Recreation. It also guides 
Slate sporting organisations with respect to the 
future involvement of women and girls in sport. 


The policy includes: 


e clirection on participation, 
e clirection on administration and leadership; 
® use of the media; and 


# development of sponsorship and awareness 
programs for lifestyle and fitness. 


The key areas of policy thar the Government will 
be focusing on in the next wo years will be ta: 


« increase opportunities for women to 
participate in sport and recreation. 

* encourage women to take on leadership and 
decision making roles; and 


* ensure that women’s achievernents in sport 
and recreation are recognised and equitably 
rewardecL. 


In 1995-96, a survey found that aerobics was 
the must popular sporting activity in 
Tasmania. About 15,600 peuple took part in 
an aerobic activity in the 12 months prior to 
the survey; 91% of these participants were 
female. This made aerobics the most popular 
type of physical activity for females. 
However, it was the least popular for 
Tasmanian males. ‘This was a result that was 
experienced Australia-wide: aerobics was the 
most popular sport nationally, and it was 
dominated by females (81% of aerobic 
participants Australia-wide being female). 


Aerobics refers to the acrating of the blood 
through continuous rhythmic exercise. 
Aerobic exercise improves the heart's 
capability co transfer oxygen to the working 
muscles. Early on in the 1980s it was heavily 
callisthenic- and exercise-based but with 
innovators such as Jane Fonda and Jackic 
Sorensen in the US emphasising the dance 
aspect of aerobics, Australian aerobics moved 
in the same cirection. 


Now many variations of the original aerobics 
style have been developed to suit the 
different types of people that participate in 
aerobic activity, ranging from beginner to 
advanced. ‘These styles include high and low 
impact acrobies, cardio-funk, step anc water 
acroabics, Classes in these types of aerobics 
are conducted on a daily basis in many health 
and fitness clubs State-wide. 


Aerobics has now established a strong base 
in community recreation programs and is a 
significant component of schoul fitness 
curriculums. The livelihood of many health 
and fitness clubs is dependent on its aerobic 


Older people 

The Office of Sport and Recreation will also 
encourage older pcople in sport through 
increased opportunities and awareness. The 
current approach is to foster an ‘active for life’ 
ethos, recognising the specific needs of 
sub-populations within the broader population 
of older people. 
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Aerobics 


program. Training programs have been 
developed for instructors as part of the 
national Fitness Leader program in an aim to 
formalise the industry and naw many people 
can make a career out of conducting and 
running aerobic classes. 


As well as being a popular fitness activity, 
aerobics has also developed into a 
Competitive spart. However, Most 
Tasmanians that participate in the sport tend 
£O participate not for the competitive side 
but for the benefits that they will gain by 
participating in a satisfying physical sporting 
activity. The major benefit of undertaking 
aerobic activity is to improve cardiovascular 
(aerobic) fitness. ‘his helps te prevent 
coronary heart disease and circulatory and 
respiratory problems. It és also a useful tool 
for weight control. 


Another benefit of aerobics is that it proves 
lo be a relatively inexpensive spart. The 
survey in 1995-96 found that the average 
Cost per participant was $305. This consisted 
of membership costs, transport, weekly fees, 
equipment and clothing. 


Levels of participation in acrobics is also up 
to the individual. It could range from as 
infrequently as once a month through to five 
times a week. Hence, many costs fluctuate. 
Most classes run for an hour and are on at 
varying times throughout the day, enabling a 
wide cross section of people to participate, 
Aerobics is also a sport that individuals are 
able to tailor to their own physical 
development needs, and benefit accordingly. 
This goes same way to explaining its 
popularity. 


Youth 
A number of initiatives exist to provide sport 
recreation opportunities for young people. 
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and 


Examples of these include Project Hahn and the 


Palawa Recreation Program. 
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Through the use of ourdoor adventure and 
challenge activities, Project Hahn aims to 
facilitate maturational development in young 
people for their psychological, social, personal! 
and physical well-being. It is essentially a primary 
intervention program focusing on supporting 
young persons who are at risk or disadvantaged 
due to personal circumstances, location or 
cconomic conditions, The aims of the program 
include developing selfesteem and confidence, 
communication skills, conflict resolution skills, 
team work, and leadership skills. 


The Palawa Recreation Program was developed 
in response to issucs identified following a 
needs analysis conducted with the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal community. The program's main aim 
is to increase the participation and involvement 
of Aboriginal youth in sport and recreation 
pursuits. It also aims to raise individual ancl 
community selfesteem, participation and 
decision making through involvement in quality 
sport and recreation activities with a cultural 
focus. 


More specifically, the objectives of the Palawa 
Recreation Program are to: 


* promote opportunities for young Aboriginal 
people to participate in, ancl lead, recreation 
activities that focus on individual culture and 
the development of relevant skills; 


e assist Aboriginal groups to design, run and 
evaluate their own outdoor recreation 
activities; 


* facilitate the involvement of disadvantaged 
Aboriginal youth; and 


« use expertise within the Aboriginal 
community and promote its devclopment 
where necessary. 


Tasmanian institute of Sport 


The Tasmanian Institute of Sport (TIS) provides 
specialised services and support to Tasmania’s 
elite athletes, coaches and sporting 
organisations to assist them in achieving 
excellence in sport. In 1995-96, 24 athletes were 
awarded scholarships totalling $52,500, 6 elite 
development squads reccived a total of $63,400 
and 3 intensive training centre programs were 
granted $146,400. 


Other programs undertaken by the TiS include 
the Athlete Career and Education program. This 
assists elite athletes with career development 
and gives support for those making the 
transition from clite athlete to another career. 


Over 70% of TIS scholarship hulders used this 
program during the year. To further assist 
athletes, the TIS was awarded laboratory 
accreditation in 1996, allowing the institute to 
provide international standard sports science 
testing services to athletes and programs. ‘hey 
are one of only five laboratories in Australia to 
achieve this status. 


The achievements of TIS athletes are eminent 
due to the devclopment of elite sport programs 
allowing athletes to achieve their potential: 25 
athletes won Australian Championships in 
1995-96 and 47 were selected to national teams. 
‘TIS athletes who gained placings at international 
competitions were Melissa Carlton, Sean 
Sullivan, Brett Partridge, Sarah Fitzgerald, Daniel 
Sproule, Craig Walton, Michael Harkness, Clint 
Freeman and Tim Hawkins, 


Children’s sport 


During 1995-96, 57.9% of $-14 vear olds, 
(41,700 children) participated in at least one 
sport or physical activity. Of these, 33.8% of 
children (comprising 37.4% males and 29.99% 
females) participated in activities organised by 
school after school hours. This is 12.2% higher 
than the national average of 21.6%. Some 45.6% 
of male children and 36.4% of female chileten 
participated in club-organised spurt or physical 
activities, for a total of 41.1% participation. ‘his 
is significantly lower than the Australian average 
of $3.5%6. in fact, Tasmanian children were che 
least active in this area. 


Through the Aussie Sport program, the 
Crovernment is able to encourage sporting 
parlicipation as part of the school curriculum. 
The Australian Sports Commission developed 
the Aussie Sport program as a national junior 
SPOFts initiative Committed to the development 
of young people though sport. There are a range 
of programs under che Aussie Sport program 
and a range of resources available to assist 
teachers, coaches and parents provide qualiry 
junior sport. During the 1993-94 financial year 
the government renegotiated with che Australian 
Sports Commission to support the Aussie Sport 
program for the next three years, taking it up to 
1996-97, 


Other strategies aimed at developing junior 
sport by the Tasmanian Office of Sport and 
Recreation involve working closely with sporting 
bodies to develop practices which will enhance 
the sporting opportunities of younger peuple. 
Six priority sports have been targeted: athletics, 
Australian Rules Football, basketball, cricket, 


netball and soccer. Che primary aims of this 
strategy are to establish structurcs for junior 
development within the sport and to ensure that 
appropriate development experiences are 
offered to various age groups. Strategies inclucle: 


« developing effective communication links 
with schools, clubs and the community; 


«. providing clear pathways and opportunities 
for participants to continue their involvement 
in the sport at a level appropriate to their 
needs; and 


e establishing and promoting desirable 
behaviour stanclards fer participants, coaches, 
parents, administrators and spectators. 


A Young Persons Sport and Recreation Grants 
Program exists to provide funds to organisations 
10 assist the devclopment and promotion of 
sport and recreation activities for young pcopic. 


Sports industry 


Asurvey of businesses involved in sport, 
recreation and gambling activities was 
undertaken during 1994-95. It found that 
Tasmania has 230 employing businesses from 3 
main areas: 


« the horse and dog racing industry; 


e the sports ground and facility industry (c.g. 
athletic and football grounds operation); and 


« the sports and services to sports industry (i.e. 
sporting clubs or associations, sports 
administration services, sports coaching 
services €tc.). 

These industries employed a total of arouncl 

2663 people at an average of 11.6 people per 

business and generated $64.7 million in gross 

income annually. 
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In acldlition, there are many other organisations 
that were directly or indirectly involved in sport 
that were not employing businesses, and were 
not in the scope of this survey. Volunteer groups 
are the backbone of many sport and recreation 
organisations and they have adopted an 
increasingly proafessianal outlook. This is 
supported by an expanding network of 
professionals within government, private 
inchustry and community groups, 


Sporting achievements 


Fora State with a small population, Tasmania 
has had an impressive array of sports men ancl 
women and teams who have achieved national 
or international success. As well as this, 
Tasmania has played host to a number of 
national anc international sporting events. 


American yacht Sayonara won the 630 nautical 
mile Sycdney-Hobart Yacht Race in 1995. The 
IMS overall handicap winner was Victorian yacht 
Terra Firma, 


Michael Harkness and Clint Freeman were 
members of the Australian Archery Team that 
gained third place at the 1995 World Archery 
Championship Teams Event in Indonesia. 


David Boon ended a thirteen-year international 
cricket career in February 1996 finishing with 
7422 test runs at an average of 43.66, He had 
played a total of 107 matches with a highess tesc 
score of 200, ranking him second only to Allan 
Border as the most capped Australian. 


The games of the XXV Olympiad held in Atlanta, 
Georgia from 19 July to 4 August was the most 
eagerly awaited and watched event on the 1996 
sports calendar. ‘lasmanians brought back five 
bronze medats. 


_KEY AGGREGATES BY SPORT INDUSTRY, 1994-95 


Busiresses Empleynent Gross inceme 
Industry na, mo. 3m 
Horse and dog racing 34 345 17.0 
Sports Prounds and facilities n.¢.c. 45 559 12.8 
Sports and services ta sports n.e.c. 150 ia] 1 759 34.9 
Total 230 2 663 . 64.7 


fa} Subject ta hign standard errors ard should be used with cautori. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 8686.0 
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Among them was Scott Goodman who won a 
bronze medal at Atlanta in che 200m butterfly. 
Before the Olympic Games, he had been the 
only Tasmanian to gain a first place at che 
Australian Open Swimming Championships at 
the Sydney International Aquatic centre in April 
1996, also in the same event. In 1995 he also 
won gold in the 200m butterfly at the World 
Shortcourse Swimming Championships. 


At the 1996 Cycling National Track Titles, Tim 
O'Shannessy heat a class field to win the 4000m 
individual pursuit. He was also a member of the 
4000m team pursuit which gained first place at 
these track titles, and the bronze medal in this 
event at the Olympics. 


Carla Boyd was part of the women’s basketball 
team that hacl its best ever result in Atlanta, 
winning the bronze medal. 


Sprint Kayaker Daniel Collins also won a bronze 
medal in Atlanta in the K2 500m. 


Daniel Sproule was a member of the Australian 
men’s hockey team that won a bronze medal in 
Atlanta. He was also a member of the Australian 
hockey tearm when they gainecl second place in 
the 1995 Champions Trophy. 


Melissa Carlton won seven first places at the 
1996 Atlanta International Swim Trials followed 
by two gold medals at the 1996 Paralympic 
Games in Adanta. These were in the 400m 
freestyle, and as a member of the 4x100m relay 
team. 


Clarence defeated the Burnie Dockers in the 
3996 Grand Final of the Tasmanian Football 
League in front of a packed crowd at North 
Hobart Oval. 


The Tasmanian Sporting Hall of Fame was 
inaugurated during 1988 in recognition of those 
who represented their State or nation with 
distinction. During 1996, Edgar (Ted) McDonalel 
{cricket} and Michac] Wilson (cycling) were 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. 


Tasmanian rowers were also successful. At the 
1996 Australian Rowing Championships, Darren 
Balmforth was a member of the tearm that won 
the lightweight quad scull; Simon Burgess was a 
member of the team that won the lightweight 
coxless four. The two combined to win the 
lightweight coxless pair. Simon Burgess was also 
a member of the Atlanta Olympic rowing team in 
the ightweight coxless four. 


Tim Hawkins was a member of the Australian 
team that gained third place at the 1996 Nations 
Cup Rowing Championship. 


The North West Boags Originals were crowned 
Australia-wide CBA Champions in front of 4 
packed Devonport crowd after beating the Knox 
Raiders. 


John Bowe had a very successful year in 1995 
winning the Australian Touring Car 
Championship, in the 1996 Australian Touring 
car championship he had wins at Eastern Creek, 
Sandown and Mount Panorama. 


The Tassie Devils disbanded in 1996, after it was 
announced in June chat the licence of the 
perennially financially strapped Devils was to be 
revoked by the National Baskethall League 
(NBL). The NBL hacl decided there were no 
signs that the club was able to permanently 
resolve its insolvency problems. This was after 
they had had a promising season, finishing in 
uvelfth position. Even though they won only 8 
out of 26 games, they defeated some of the top 
teams and showed great porenual at the end of 
the season. David Stiff from the Devils topped 
the league with the most defensive assists for the 
NBL. 


After much controversy about the state of the 
athletic track at the Queens Domain in Hobart, it 
was upgraded to meet international standards. 
At its first meet after che upgrade, British 
Olympic Gold medallist for che LO0m, Linford 
Christie, ran. 


Jim Richards and Barry Oliver beat a quality field 
to become ‘Targa Tasmania champions in May 
1997. 


‘The line honours winner of the 1996 Sydney— 
Hobart Yacht Race was Morning Glory. 


The combined Vasmanian Football League team 
defeated the Western Australian Football League 
by 4? points at the North Hobart Oval during 
June 1997, further enhancing the credibility of 
Tasmania’s push for a State tcam in the 
Australian Football League. 
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David Boon 


David Boon walked off the international 
cricket arena for the last time in 1996, ending 
an illustrious international career spanning 13 
- years. Boon is arguably the best cricketer this 
State had ever produced. He scored 7,422 test 
runs at an average of 43.66. He is second only 
to Allan Border as the most capped 
Australian. Boon is known for his exceptional 
cricketing ability and as a man of enormous 
strength, compassion and quiet 
determination, which made him a hero for all 
Australians. 


He grew up in a sporting environment. His 
mother was an Australian hockey 
representative. His father was a keen 
all-round sportsman. From a young age Boon 
exhibited amazing natural ability. He was first 
noticed at the age of 10 by former Lancashire 
spinner Jack Simmons who encouraged him 
to develop his enormous potential. By the age 
of 15, Boon was a member of the ‘Tasmanian 
under 19 team and at age 16 was sclected for 
the Australian under 19 schoolboy tcam to 
tour Englancl in 1977, scoring a century at 
Lords. 


Boon made his Sheffield Shield debut for 
Tasmania at the age of 17, the same year the 
team entered the competition. In 1984, he 
was selected for the Australian one-day team 
after he had scorect 134 runs in 135 minutes 
in a match for the Prime Ministers XI against 
the West Indies. In the last final of the 
one-day series at the MCG against the West 
Indices he scored 39. 


Boon gained his first cest cricket spat in the 
season of 1984-85. It was also curing this 
season he gained the captaincy of the 
Tasmanian Sheffield Shield side. In 1983 he 
was presented with the Sheffield Shield Player 
of the Year Award even though he played only 
6 of the 16 matches. He was then selected for 
the Ashes tour. 


He continued his test career on his return to 
Australia and in December scored his maiden 


test century of 123 at the Adelaide oval 
against India, after being asked to open the 
innings by sclectors. This made David Boon 
the first Tasmanian resident to score a test 
century. 


Boon’s first major setback came in the 
summer scason of 1986-87 when he was 
dropped from the test team due toa lack of 
form. However, by mid-1987 Boon had 
regained some form to be selectecl in the 
World Cup tearn to tour Inclia where he won 
four man of the match awards including one 
in the final. 


In the summer season of 1987-88 he was 
awarded International Cricketer of the Year 
after an outstanding season. He played one of 
his most notabte innings that season at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground against England, 
scoring 184 not out in the Bicentennial Test, 
leading to yet another man of the match 
award. 


In 1989 Boon was awarded a Member of the 
British Empire (MBE) in recognition of his 
sporting achicvernents. It was also in this ycar 
that Boon hit a four to produce the winning 
runs needed for Australia to win the Ashes. 
This was the first ime the Ashes had heen 
won on English soil since Don Bradman’s 
team toured in 1948, Boon was again 
honoured in 1991 when he had the main 
grandstand at the Northern Tasmanian 
Cricket Association ground named after him. 
This was the ground of his original team, 
Launceston. 


Boon was known as ‘The Rock of Gibraltar’ 
for the Australian side. He carricd a burden of 
expectation every time he went out to bar, 
based on his previous successes. 


When his international career finished in 
1996, he was able to look back on an enviable 
test carcer spanning 13 years, including three 
Ashes tours in 1985, 1989 and 1993, and 2 
World Cups. 
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Recreation 


Tasmanians are becoming more aware of the 
physical, social and psychological benefits that 
can be gained through participation in satisfying 
leisure activity, 


A survey in 1993-94 showed that the average 
weekly household expenditure on recreation 
represented $77.98 or 14.6% of Tasmanian 
household expenditure. This was a 3.1 
percentage points increase from 1988-89 when 
only 11.5% of lasmanian household expenditure 
was spent on recreation. 


The figures for Australia showed that Australian 
households spent 13.2 % of expenditure on 
recreation in 1993-94. 


There is now increased knowledge of the 
benefits of fitness activity, including that healthy 
people are more likely to live longer and have a 
reduced chance of serious health problems, for 
example, heart disease. This increased 
knowledge is largely attributable to media 
campaigns. 


The diversity of Tasmania’s outdoor areas 


FURTHER READING 


ABS publications 


encourages many people to explore our 
mountains, forests, inland waters and coastal 
regions, Being a small Srate some of the best 
places in the world for camping, fishing, 
bushwalking, boating, scuba diving, kayaking 
and rafting, climbing, and cross-country skiing 
are a relatively short distance away. 


Bushwalking is a popular recreation activity. In 
1996, over 20,000 people spent a total of 35,000 
nights camped out in the bush. The most 
popular track was the Overland Track from 
Cradle Mountain to Lake St Clair with 
approximately 3,000 people completing the walk 
in 1996. 


Along with an increasecl awareness of the 
benefits of recreational activities comes new 
types of recreational activities. These include 
rollerblading, mountain-bike riding, rock 
climbing and snow boarding. Other outdoor 
activities are also expanding to mect with the 
increased popularity. Ln 1996, Hobart opened its 
first rock climbing centre, and walking and 
cycling tracks arc being developed by councils 
State-wide to encourage participation by 
residents. 
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Throughout history people have always 
endeavoured to protect their health, at first by 
devising techniques and selecting special 
individuals to ward off ‘evil spirits’. Observation 
and experience gradually identified ways for 
kecping well. Laws were developed to govern 
health and, as large communities developed, 
methods of sanitation were devised But it was 
not until the 1800s with the discovery that germs 
caused clisease, that significant advances in 
society's understanding of illness, and the ability 
to successfully treat it, were made. 


Today, many health problems are the result of 
lifestyle or environmental factors that are 
themselves amenable to change. Health 
promotion and disease prevention appear Lo be 
the key to further improvements in the health of 
Tasmanians. 


Yet, for all che knowledge and resources now 
directed towards attaining good health, cleath, 


CHAPTER 12 


Health 


In the 12 months that 
employees at 
Launceston’s Boral 
Timber Yard hacl been 
doing group stretching 
exercises (1995-96), 
there was no sick leave 
recordex! for muscle 
strain or sprains. In the 
previous year, 50% of 
work injunies were 
muscle soreness. 


disease, injury anc illness are still part of 
everyday life. 


Mortality 


In 1995 the deaths of 3,754 resident Tasmanians 
were recorded. This was 157 less than che 1994 
figure of 3,911, and represents a crude death 
rate of 7.9 per 1,000 mean population. Of the 
deaths, 1,952 were males and 1,802 were 
females, a ratio of 108 male for every 100 female 
deaths. 


Up until age 75, male deaths outnumbered 
female deaths. The reversal in the 75 and over 
age group occurs because of the higher number 
of females of that age in the population. In most 
groups the age-specific death rate of males is 
higher than that of females and for many age 
groups the male rate is almost twice the female 
rate. 
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DEATHS, TASMANIA, 1995 


Age eroup Males Females Persons 

ears itz no, no. 
Under 1 27 41 38 
1-4 4 — 4 
5-14 9g 2 44 
15-24 37 14 51 
25-44 a9 56 155 
45-54 108 79 187 
55-64 215 143 358 
65-74 §41 343 a4 
75-84 595 601 1196 
85 and over 317 553 870 
Total 1952 2 802 a 754 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 3312.6 


AGE-SPECIFIC DEATH RATES, TASMANIA, 1995 


Age group Males Females 
_years deaths"O00 deathsOG0 
Under 1 7.80 3.37 
1-4 0.29 - 
5-14 0.24 0.06 
15-24 1.06 0.42 
25-44 1.41 0.79 
45-54 3.68 Zit 
55-64 10.65 7.02 
65-74 32.57 18.49 
75-84 77.44 52.06 
85 and over 208.55 157.06 
All ages 8.32 7.56 


Source: 48S catalogue no. 3312.6 


Causes of death 


The great killers of carlicr times, such as 
gastroenteritis and pncumonia among young 
children and tuberculosis at all ages, now 
comprise only a very small proportion of all 
fatalities. In recent years the trenct has been for a 
declining frequency of deaths under the age of 
40 years. 


Infant mortality has declined dramatically in 
Tasmania during this century. In 1900 the infant 
mortality rate was 80 deaths per 1,000 live births, 
down from well over 100 in the 1880s. 


By 1975 the infane mortality rate had declined to 
18.3 and by 1995 to just 5.8. This low 1995 rate 
followed rates of 5.9 in 1993 and 7.5 in 1994. In 
recent years, results of the Menzies Centre’s 
research into sudden infant-death syndrome 
(SIDS) has contributed to recent reductions in 
the infant mortality rare. Most infant cleaths 


(children agecl less Lhan @ne vear}> now occur 
within che first 28 days after birth (neonatal 
deaths). 


The three major causes of death, (heart disease, 
cerebrovascular disease or stroke, and malignant 
neoplasms or cancer), accounted for nearly 
two-thirds (65.8%) of all deaths in Tasmania in 
1995, These were followed by diseases of the 
respiratory system, 7.8% of all deaths, and 
accidents, poisonings and violence, 5.6%. 


There is a marked variation in the major causes 
of death in different age groups. The risk of 
death diminishes considerably after the first year 
of life. It chen increases progressively with 
increasing age. 


Accidents, poaisonings and violence are the main 
cause Of death for the 1-14 vears age group. For 
the 15-24 years age group motor vehicle 
accidents and suicide are the major causes of 
death. For higher age eroups (25-44 years and 
up) heart disease and cancer are the leading 
causes of death. 


Accidents, poisonings and violence 

These were the major cause of death in 
‘lasmania in 1995 for the 1-14 years age group. 
For the 15-24 years age group, motor vehitle 
traffic accidents was the cause of 45.3% of 
deaths. Suicide was the second major cause for 
the 15-24 and 25-44 ycars age groups, 
accounting for 21.6% and 20% of all deaths 
respectively. As well as cliffering by age, the 
relative importance of certain causes of death 
varies by sex. Far all ages, 7.3% of male deaths 
were due to accidents, poisonings and violence 
compared with 3.8% of fernale deaths. 


Malignant neaplasms (cancer) 


Caneer was the major cause of death for the 
23-44 years age group in 1995, accounting for 
23.2% of deaths, Cancer remained the major or 
second major cause of death for all older age 
groups, being responsible for 47.6% of deaths in 
the 45-54 years age group (main cause), 44.7% 
in the 55-64 years age group (main cause); 
36.2% in the 63-74 vears age group (main 
cause); and for 19.7% of deaths in the 74 years 
and older age group (second main cause). 


There was a higher rate of cancer among men 
than women aged 55 years and over. Many 
more men (136) than women (69) died fram 
cancer of the respiratory and intrathoracic 
organs, where tobacco smoking is a major factor. 
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Mates Fernales Persons Persons (a} 
Cause no. 10. ma. SF 


Under ane year 


Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period 12 4 16 42.4 
Congenital anomalies 7 5 12 31.6 
Sudden death, cause unknown 7 ae 8 21.1 
Alk causes Ziti ine i. 38 100.0 
1-14 years 
Accidents, peisonings and violence 8 ai 3 60.0 
Malignant neoplasms 1 - 1 6.7 
All causes 13 2 15 106.0 
15-24 years 
Motor vehicle traffic accidents 16 2 18 ~ 35.3 
Suicide B 3 11 216 
Malignant neoplasms 0 5 5 9.8 
All causes 37. 4 51 100.0 
25-44 years 
Malignant neoplasms 17 19 36 23.2 
Suicide 26 5 31 20.0 
Diseases of the circulatory system a4 Fe) 23 14.8 
Motor vehicle traffic accidents At 3 14 9.0 
All causes a 56° 155 100.0 
45-54 years 
Malignant neoplasms 40 49 so 47.6 
Heart disease 26 6 32 17.4 
Cerebrovascular disease 5 4 9 4.8 
Accdents, paisonings and viclence 15 g 24 12.8 
All causes 1038 73 187 100.0 
55-64 years 
Malignant neoplasms 86 74 160 44.7 
Heart disease 63 24 87 24.3 
Cerebrovascular disease 10 7 li 47 
Diseases of the respiratory system 18 15 33 9,2 
All causes ee 215 143 358 100.0 
65-74 years 
Malignant neoplasms aa 194 126 320 36.2 
Heart disease 153 v4 227 25.7 
Cerebrovascular disease 37 24 66 7.5 
Diseases of the respiratory system 57 28 85 9.6 
All causes 541 343 884 100.0 
75 years and over 
Malignant neoplasms ~ 223 183 406 19.7 
Heart disease 312 398 710 34.4 
Cerebrovascular disease oO 184 274 13.3 
Diseases of the respiratory system 87 80 167 8.1 
All causes _ 912 1154 2 066 100.0 
Total all ages 
Malignant neoplasms 559 AG? 1026 27.3 
Heart disease 566 509 1075 28.6 
Cerebrovascular disease 144 226 370 9.9 
Diseases of the respiratory system 166 128 294 7.8 
Accrdents, poisonings and violence 142 68 210 5.6 
_All causes 1952 1802 3754 100.0 


tai Of all deaths in the same age eroup. 
Source: ABS catalogue no, 3312.6 
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For men, death from cancer of the genitourinary 
organs (135) was more common than for 
women (69). Some 77 women died from breast 
cancer in 1995. For all ages, $66 men (29% of all 
male deaths) and 477 women (28.5%) died fram 
malignant neoplasms in Tasmania in 1995. 


Heart disease 


This becomes a major cause of cleath from the 
45. 54 years age group and beyond. It 
accounted for a larger proportion of deaths in 
older age groups and was the major cause of 
death for those 75 years and over (34.4% of 
deaths for that age group). 


Cerebrovascular disease (stroke) 


Strokes accounted for 13.3% of deaths among 
people 75 and over in 1995. Ivis a significant 
cause Of death for people dying beyond the age 
of 45 years. Between 45 and 74 years more men 
than women die as a result of stroke. For 
persons 73 years and over, strokes accounted for 
13.9% of female deaths in 1995, compared to 
only 9.9% of male deaths. 


Changes over time 

Over the past 20 years, there have been some 
significant changes in the major causes of death 
in Tasmania. Deaths from malignant neoplasms 
(cancer) have increased from 17.8% of all deaths 
in 1975 to 27.3% in 1995, In 1975, the average 
cancer death rate per 100,000 of the populauion 
was 161 for males and 128 for females; these 
rates increased to 241 for males and 200 for 
fernales in 1995. 


The proportion of all deaths from heart disease 
dropped from 33.9% in 1975 ta 28.6% in 1995. 
Over the same period, the death rale per 
100,000 of the papulation decreased quite 
dramatically for men, from 313 to 241; for 
females, the death rate per 100,000 decreased 
from 238 to 214, 


Deaths from cerebrovascular disease (stroke} 
decreased from 13.3% of all ceaths in 1975 to 
9.9% in 1995, In the same period, rates fell for 
both males and females, from 86 to 61 per 
100,000 for maics and from 131 to 95 per 
100.000 for females. 


Health expenditure 


Expenditure associated with health care 
constitutes a significant part of the economy. In 
Australia, total health expenditure was estimated 
to be $38.5 billion in 1994-95 (Australian 


Institute of Health and Welfare, AIHW). That 
expenditure amounted to §.4% of the Australian 
gross domestic product (GDP) for 1994.95, 
compared wich an estimated 7.6% of GDP on 
estimated total health expenditure in 1984-85 
(ATW. In comparison, the health expenditure 
of the United States of America, which has the 
highest proportionate expenditure on health 
care af any country, was an estimated 14.5% of 
GDP in 1995, up from 10.7% in 1985 
(Grganisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development). 


Tasmanian health issues 
Personal health concerns 


According to the State Supplementary Survey of 
Health Issues conducted in October 1995, an 
estimated 38,600 Tasmanians aged 15 years and 
aver perceived their smoking habit to be the 
main thing that affects their health. Arthritis was 
perceived by 10,400 ta be the main thing that 
affected their health, while allergies affected an 
estimated 9,000 persons. 


The main work related factor identified as 
affecting Tasmanian’s health was stress with an 
estimated 11,500 persons being affected. All 
stress (work rélatecl, social, and stress not ~ 
elsewhere classifiect) affected an estimated 
37,500 persons. 


In the three months prior to the survey, an 
estimated 27,900 Tasmanians suffered an injury. 
8,100 were injured at home, 6,800 at work, and 
6,000 at a sporting event. Leg or foot injuries 
were the most common with 12,600 people 
reporting these, followed by back injuries 
(7,500). Dislocations or strains accounted for 
71.0 percent of injuries, 


87,500 Tasmanians aged 15 and over, (24.8%) 
could not identify any factor, either positive or 
negative, affecting their health. 


Skin cancer 


According to the 1994 State Supplementary 
Survey of Health Issues, the estimate of persons 
whose skin ‘always burns and never tans’ (an 
indication of the number of people at risk from 
skin cancer) was 52,000 persons in Tasmania. 


In 1995 an estimated 82,000 Tasmanian males 
spent 30 hours or more per weck exposed to the 
summer sun. In comparison, an estimated 
34,200 females spent 30 hours or more exposed 
ta the sun, 
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Project aims to help Burnie take heart 


Sue Ashlin Menzies Centre for Population Health Research 


The Menvies Centre for Population Health Research has been involved since July 1996 with the 
Burnic Take Heart Project in a program that will look at innovative ways of tackling the high rate of 
heart disease in North West Tasmania, with potential benefits for the cardiovascular health of all 
Australians. 


The projects aims are: 


e To provide, at minimum cost, a realistic health intervention model applicable to cardiovascular 
disease for use with rural communities throughout Australia. 


« To provide data and suggest methods of intervention that will help the Burnie and North-West 
community lower its mortality rate fram cardiovascular disease. 


« To provide data and suggest methods of intervention that will help lower the mortality rate 
from cardiovascular disease for Australians generally. 


With three years’ funding from the Commonwealth Department of Health and Family Services, the 
project will initially survey 1000 men and women agecl 25--64 vears from the Burnie area. The 
participating citizens were randomly chosen, with the approval of the Electoral Office, from electoral 
rolls. 


Among the data to he recorded will be the participants’ physical measurements, blood pressure, ane! 
blood sugar, cholesterol, and triglyceride levels. Behavioural, and attitucliinal survey questionnaires _! 
will provide information on subjects’ lifestyle, including typical diet and alcohol consumption, 
smoking habits and physical activity pattern. 


A scparate but related study will focus on specific community groups Outside the selected 1000 
Participants, including schools, work sites, and GPs, This study aims to identify the factors the 
community feels are important for consideration in the project in order to improve the effectiveness 
and relevance of the work. 


The answers are expected to shed light on the information provided by the 1000 participants studied, 
help with interpretations, and possibly prompt the Project Team to look more closely at certain facets 
of the project. 


The survey was carried out between December 1996 and February 1997, followed by a health 
promotion program aimed at informing the community what it needs to do to adopt a more healthy 
lifestyle. 
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14.7% of all Tasmanians aged 15 and over 
sunbake with 56.8% of these being female. OF ail 
Tasmanians in the 15 and over age group, by far 
the majority of sunbakers are in the younger, 15 
to 34 age group, (61.3%). 


An estimated 29,700 persons had a history of 
skin cancer, with those in older age groups(55 
and over) comprising 65.3% of all persons with a 
history of skin cancer. 


An estimated 29.0% of Tasmanians with no 
history of skin cancer believed they were likely, 
or very likely, to develop skin cancer in the 
fulure. This perception generally declines with 
age with it being highest among persons 15 to 
24; 49.7%, and lowest among persons 65 and 
over at 12.9%. 


During summer an estimated 304,800 (86.5% of 
persons aged 15 and over} used hats as a sun 
protection measure, while 299,000 (84.9%) used 
sunglasses, and 272,800 (77.5%) used sunscreen. 
An estimated 83,800 (23.873) persons never 
deliberately avoided direct sunlight in summer. 


Immunisation 


Among Tasmanians aged 15 years and over who 
live in a household where children are presente, 
73.7% believe that immunisation is very cffective 
in preventing childhood disease. 


Over 90% of Tasmanians think that the provision 
of immunisation services by councils and by 
doctors is either important or very important. 
An estimated 69.9% of persons aged 15 and over 
thought that children who have not been 
immunised should be excluded from school 
during infectious disease outbreaks. 


An estimated 34.8% of Tasmanians did not know 
how often immunisation side effects occurrect. 


This response was more common among males 
than females(42.9% compared to 26.9% for 
females), and from households where there 
were no children present (41.5% compared to 
19.2% from households where chilctren were 
present). 


ABS national health surveys 


Despite impressive heatth gains during the 20th 
century many people still die prematurely while 
many more suffer a reduced quality of life 
through health problems, many of which are the 
results of life-style or enviranmental factors. For 
example, the adverse effects of the use of 
tohacco on health and of excessive alcoho! 
consumption are well known and widely 
publicised. Research also shows that a large 
proportion of premature deaths (especially 
those caused by heart attack and stroke) are diet 
related and preventahle; as are many visits to 
doctors. Organisations like the Menzies Centre 
for Population Health Research in Tasmania, the 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, the 
Nationa] Health and Medical Research Council 
and the National Heart Foundation are 
promoting means of disease prevention and 
awareness Of better health. 


oe 


The ABS's National Health Surveys, run at 
five-year intervals, provide some valuable 
insights into the health status and health-risk 
factors of Australians. 


Health status of Tasmanians 


In 1995 in Tasmania, 80.8% of the population 
aged 15 years ancl over reported that their heatth 
was either good, very goocl, or excellent. Just. 
4.9% reported that their health was poor while 
14.3% reported that their health was fair. 


SELF-ASSESSED HEALTH STATUS, TASMANIA, 1995 _ 


Pe rs0ns [: ay 


Males (a} Femates (al Number 
Status Fi Yh “O00 Proportion 
Excellent 19.5 19.7 93.0 19.6 
Very Good 35.6 37.4 172.1 36.3 
Good 26.1 23.5 447.4 24.8 
Fair 14.1 14.5 67.7 14.3 
Poor 4.6 5.2 23.3 49 
Total (b) 100.0 106.0 473.6 100.0 


(a) Persons aged 15 years and over. (h} Any disc-epancies between the sums 
of component items and totals are due to rounding, 


Source: AGS National Health Survey 1995 unpublished data 
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Glaucoma inheritance study 


Sue Ashlin, Menzies Centre jor Population Heaith Research 
The key to early diagnosis of glaucoma may lie with the Glaucoma Inheritance Study in Tasmania 


Glaucoma is a disease in which the eye’s drainage system becomes obstructed. This causes pressure 
to rise, damaging the optic nerve at the back of the cye which leads to progressive loss of side vision 
and, if untreated, can lead to total blindness, 


It is believed chat up to 100,000 Australians may suffer from glaucoma, with up to half of them not 
knowing they have the disease. In Tasmania, there are thought to be 3000 to 4000 glaucoma 
sufferers. 


Detecting glaucoma in its carly stages without the need for complex and expensive investigations 
would be a major acvance and may become passible through the Menzies Centre’s Glaucoma 
Inheritance Study in ‘Tasmania (GIST). 


The GIST is examining the premise that the principal factor used to detect glaucoma should be 
family history, Previously, a person with a family history of glaucoma was thought to have only about 
a 10% chance of developing the discase. 


However, studies of farnily trees in Tasmania suggest that this figure may be an under-estimation of 
the true risk. When several relations are affected, researchers believe the risk may be as high as 50%. 


The GIST has been able to construct family trees of distantly rclated ‘Tasmanians and to build up 
profiles of those families to see whether particular individuals are likely to develop glaucoma. 


From these pedigrees, researchers involved in the study hope to find a common gene that is 
responsible for glaucoma. Ifa common Jink to a particular gene is found, a simple blood test may 
be developed to test for glaucoma. It is also possibic that new pharmaceutical treatments may be 
created as a result of a greater understanding of the gene’s function. 


iliness conditions 


Long-term illness conditions were reported by 
77.1% of the population. These are defined as an 
illness, injury, or disability which has lasted at 
least six months, or which is expected to last for 


heaclache, 11.3%; arthritis, 11.3%; hypertension 
9.7%; asthma, 5.9%; common cold, 5%; and ‘all 
other illness conditions’, 40.5%. 


six months or more. Recent conditions (illness, 
injury, or disability, experienced in che two 
weeks poor to interview} were reported by 
70.6% of the population, including 30.3% who 
reported both long-term and recent conditions. 
More females (78.2%) reported long-term 


conditions than males of the papulation (75.9%). 


Of all people reporting recent conditions, the 
most common recent conditions reported were 


Of all people reporting long-term conditions, the 
most common conditions reported were 
hypermetropia, or far-sightedness, 21.1%: 
myopia, or short-sightedness, 20.2%; arthritis, 
17.9%; other sight disorders, 16.2%; hayfever, 
14.1%: hypertension, 11.6%: asthma, 9.9%, 
sinusitis, 8.6%: and ‘al! other illness conditions’, 
36.8%. 
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_ACTION TAKEN TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO INTERVIEW, TASMANIA, 1995 


Persons 

Males Females Nuriber Proportion 

‘000 ‘0G _. “O00 % (bi 

Hospital inpatient episode 2.5 25 4.9 1.0 
Visit to hospital outpatients/emergency 4.3 5.6 9.5 ZL 
Visit to day clinic 2.8 2.5 5.3 pal 
Doctor consultation 47.1 58.3 105.4 22.5 
Dental consultation 5.8 14.2 24.9 5.1 
Cansultation with other health professional 17.9 27.0 45.1 9.5 
Seen or talked to anyone else 11.4 6.7 18.2 3.8 
Used medication vitamins’minerals, naturai‘herbal medicines 55.4 78.3 333.6 28.2 
Used other medications 127.1 158.2 285.3 60.2 
Days away from work/schoal 18.5 15.7 34.1 7.2 
Other days of reduced activity 17.0 15.1 32.0 6.8 
Total taking action (a) 163.9 191.6 355.6 75.1 
Took no action 70.7 47.3 118.0 24.9 
Total > 234.7 238.9 473.6 100.0 


ta) Persons may nave taken more than ore type of action during the two weeks prior to interview and therefore components do not 


add to totals. (h) Of total persons. 
Source: 48S National Heath Survey 7995 unpublished data 


Type of action taken 


In 1995 an estimated 75.14% of Tasmanians taok 
one or more health-related actions in the two 
weeks prior to interview in the Nationa! Health 
Survey. The most common action taken was the 
use af medication other than vitamins/minerals, 
60.2% of the population: this was followed by 
consumption of vitamins/minerals, 28.2% of the 
population. Next were doctor consultations, 
with 22.3% of Tasmanians having at least one 
consultation with a doctor in the prior twa 
weeks, while a further 9.5% of Tasmanians had at 
least one consultation with other health 
professionals. 


Health risk factors 


Smoking 


Health risks associated with smoking include 
cancers, respiratory diseases such as bronchitis 
and emphysema, and circulatory discases 
including thrombosis and heart disease.For 
Tasmania, the 1995 National Heaith Survey 
showed that 23.5% of people aged 18 years 


and over were smokers, 31.7% were ex-smokers 
and 42.8% hacl never smoked. A higher 
proportion of males were smokers (27.1%), 
than females (24.0%). ‘here was also a higher 
proportion of male ex-smokers (37.3%) than 
females (26.4%). 


Alcohol! 


Excess alcohol intake is associated with many 
chronic diseases anct conditions, including 
coronary heart disease, stroke, hypertension, 
certain types of cancer, cirrhosis of the liver and 
brain damage. Alcohol is ane of the most widely 
used drugs in Australia. The ABS's 1995 National 
Health Survey showed that 56% of Tasmanians 
aged 18 vears ancl over said that they had 
consumed an alcoholic drink in the survey week. 


‘The results of the 1995 National Health Survey 
showed that for people 18 years and over wha 
consumed alcohol, 13.9% of males and 10.5% of 
females had either a medium or high health risk 
based upon their level of consumption. In the 
week prior to the survey, 67.2% of males aged 18 
and over ancl 46% of females aged 18 and over 
had consumed afcohol. 


SMOKER STATUS, TASMANIA, 1995 (a) 


Males 

No. Propertion 

CBOE osc, 2000. 2% 
Smoker 45.8 27.1 
Ex-smoker 63.1 37.3 
Never smoked 60.3 35.6 
Jotal(b) 169.2 100.0 


Females Persons 

No, Proportion Na. Proportian 
‘900 % ‘000 % 
42,1 24.0 87.9 25.5 
46,3 26.4 109.4 317 
87.3 43,7 147.5 42.8 
175.6 100.0 344,9 100.0 


(a) Persons aged 18 years and over. ib] Any discrepancies between sums of component items 


and totals are due to rounding. 


Source: ABS National Health Survey 1995 ungublished data 
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BODY MASS INDEX, TASMANIA, 1995 (a) 


Males Females Persoris 

No. Proportion No. Proportion No. Proportion 

Body mass index “O00 9 ‘000 OG ‘O00 rn 
Underweight 6.0 3.5 13.6 11.2 25.7 7.5 
Acceptable werght 86.6 51.2 84.4 48.1 171.0 49.6 
Qverveight 52.7 31.1 35.3 20.1 68.0 25.5 
Ohese 43.1 Ff 16.3 3.3 23.4 8.5 
Not stated/not known 10.8 6.4 19.9 11.3 30.8 a9 
Total 169.2 100.0 175.6 100.0 344.9 100.0 


fa) Persons aged 18 years and over. Derived from Self-reported height and weight. 
Source: ABS National Heath Survey 1995 unpublished data 


Excess weight for height offering a range of child and family support 
Being overweight or obese are risk factors for SEFVICES, Promoting better health, maintaining 
many diseases, including coronary heart disease. services for the elderly people and those with 
The 1995 National Health Survey showed that, disabilities, and providing housing services. 


for Tasmania, 38.9% of males and 29.4% of 
females aged 18 vears and over were cither 
overweight or obese. 


Some of these services operate under programs 
of the Department of Community and Health 
Services, while others are offered by 

Exercise non-government organisations (NGOs) that 
receive funding ancl support from the 


In 1995 an estimated 41.2% of Tasmanians aged 
Department. 


18 and over did not exercise in the two weeks 
prior to the survey, 24.0% exercised at a low 
level, 15.5% at a medium level and 19.3% ata 
high level. A much higher proportion of males 
(23.0%) exercised ata high level than females 
(15.8%); but many more females (28.095) 
exercised at a low level than males (19.996). 


A review of the Depariment in 1996 resulted in a 
statewide management structure in 

which services are delivered at a local level ta __ 
the community. Previously, services were 
delivered on a regional basis, through the 
Department’s South, North, and North West 


Regions. 
Community and health Following the review of the Department, five 
services Divisions were established. They are: 
Contributed by the Department of Community « Health Advancement Division, which 
and Health Services combines services and Functions dedicated to 


the preventation of illness and the promotion 


The Department of Community and Health of well-being: 


Services brings together a wide range of services 
for the people of Tasmania—providing health 
care services in hospitals ancl in the community, 


_EXERCISE LEVEL, TASMANIA, 1995 


Malas Females Persons 

en Proportion en Propertion No. Proportion 

Exercise levelval OOD 0H OH 
Did not exercise 72.3 42,7 6.7 39.7 142.0 412 
Low 33.6 15.9 49,2 28,0 82,7 24,0 
Medium 24.4 14.4 29.0 16.5 53.5 15.5 
High 38.9 23.0 277 15.8 66.7 19.3 
Total 169.2 100.0 175.6 100.0 344.9 160.0 


(a) Persons aged 18 years and over. Based on reported intensity, frequeée acy ane duration of 
exercise undertaken for recreation, sport or fitness in tie two weeks prior to interview. 


Source: ABS National Health Survey 1995 unpublished dete 
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Youth Suicide in Tasmania 


judith Nuuven, Department of Community In Tasmania, the Mental Health Program of 

and Health Services the Department af Community and Health 
Services monitors the incidence of suicide, 

Tasmania has been reported as having one of and coordinates an interdepartmental 

the highest suicide rates in the country. response through the Suicide Register 


Steering Committee (SRSC). This committee 
will also liaise with regional groups 
concerned with reducing youth suicide and is 
chaired by the State Program Coordinator, 
Mental Health, 


The figures for Tasmania are ton small to 
reliably calculate rates, or to break down into 
sub-groups such as non-English spcaking 
background, or Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander. Two facts that consistently stand 


aut however, are that between three and four The Chair of this committee and a 

times as many males as females complete representative from the Rural Youth 

suicide, and that males are at greatest risk Organisation of ‘Tasmania arc alsa member of 
between school leaving age and carly middle the Federal Health Minister’s Youth Suicide 
ABE. Prevention Advisory Group CYSPAG), 


This group is responsible for providing advice 
to the Federal Government's Youth Suicide 
Prevention Strategy. This strategy will run 
until June 1999. The strategy has allocated 


SUICIDE BY SELECTED AGE GROUPS, 
TASMANIA (a) 


15-19 20-24 All Total ae aia , 
years years Others Persons $31 million to activies addressing youth 
ney Dp: ne Wie suicide prevention. From this amount, 

1989 6 ; a8 59 ‘Tasmania will receive: 
1990 6 9 5a 70 
oe : he am pd » $270,000 to enhance telephone - 
1993 3 9 70 32 counselling services to rural and regional 
4904 4 13 56 73 youth over a three year period. 
aoee r ; Z ea « $100,000 to cducate and train 


professionals in youth suicide prevention 
fa} There is occasionally variance between Lhe figures aa erate ; F 5 
presented here and figures found in other ABS publications. in Tasmania Over two years. 


This occurs because the ABS needs to coliect figures before 


all Coronial inquiries have been completed. This table is a be 814,000 ital hie esa provide inp ut 
summary of Coroner's verdicts of suicide. into a National Stocktake of activities 
Source: Deparment of Community and Health Services relating to information sharing, data 


collection, co-ordination and evaluation, 
which up ta now, have not been addressed 
in a Strategic way, 


« Community and Rural Health Division, which Bill and the Youth Justice Bill, che integration 
delivers services for individuals within of specific accommodation programs for 
community settings. The Division also people with special or complex needs and 
provides a focus for the planning and health services for homeless youth; 


co-ordination of services delivered in rural 
areas. Clients of these services mainly require 
co-ordinated or case-managed care; 


« Hospitals and Ambulance Services Division, 
which incorporates the former Acute Care 
Program and Ambulance Service. The 


e Child, Youth and Family Support Division, Haspitals Service was established in 
which provides legislative or crisis November 1996 following reorganisation of 
intervention ancl accommodation services for the State's major hospitals and hospital 
people with special or complex needs. The service contracts. [In March 1997, the 
primary focus of this Division concerns the Ambulance Service was integrated into the 
proposed legislative framework for the Division; and 


Children, Young Persons and Their Farnilies 
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Immunisation 


Judith Nguyen, Department of Community 
and Health Services 


Immunisation has been identified as a major 
health issue throughout Australia and is 
nationally and internationally recognised as 
an important public health measure. 


Immunisation is the only way of providing 
effective protection against the vaccine 
preventable discascs of tetanus, diptheria, 
pertussis (whooping cough), polio, measles, 
mumps, rubella, | laemophilus influenza type 
b (Hib), hepatitis B, and influenza. 


Although the immunisation coverage rate has 
improved over recent years in Tasmania as a 
result of community education and 
awareness campaigns. outbreaks of vaccine 
preventable diseascs continuc to occur in 
Tasmania and the remainder of Australia. 


For example, in Tasmania curing 1996, 
reported cases of vaccine preventable 
diseases included 47 cases of rubella, one of 
Hib, 23 of measles, and 36 of whooping 
cough, One case of tetanus was alsa 
reported. 


The introduction of immunisation programs 
is the most important factor responsible fora 
91% reduction in mortality from measles, a 
99% reduction for tetanus and whooping 
cough, and 100% reduction for diptheria and 
polio in Australia. However, because some 
children are not adequately immunised, 
measles, mumps, rubella, and whooping 
cough still occur in our community. 


One of the aims of the new Tasmanian Public 
Health Bill is to introduce the practice of 


Housing Services Division, which secks ta 
ensure that all low-income Tasmanians have 
access Lo secure, adequate and appropriate 
housing at an afforclable price. Assistance is 


provided through a number of program areas. 


These include public rental assistance, home 
ownership assistance, community housing, 
crisis accommodation, and special purpose 
housing. 


requiring parents La show documerited 
evidence of their child's immunisation status 
on school or child care enrolment. Children 
who are net immunised will be exclucded 
from schools or child care groups during an 
outbreak of an infectious disease. Exclusion 
reduces the possibility of these children 
becoming infected and greatly diminishes the 
risk they pose to other children. 


Immunisation is the only method of 
potentially eliminating many life threatening 
diseases. There is no room for complacency 
and while vaccine preventable diseases can 
be eliminated, studies have shown that they 
can cecurn if immunisation drops below 
acceptable levels. 


Data collection on immunisation has 
improved with the establishment of the 
Australian Childhood Immunisation Register 
(ACIR) in 1996. ‘Tasmanian General 
Practitioners Municipal Councils, community 
health centres and hospitals are participating 
in this cara Collection system. 


Data from the ACIR should provide morc 
reliable estimates of immunisation coverage 
in Tasmania, Tt will also form the basis of an 
optional recall’reminder scheme advising 
parents when their child’s next vaccination is 
clue, 


In recognition of the importance of 
immunisation and the need to improve 
coverage, the Tasmanian Immunisation 
Strategy was developed and implemented in 
January 1994 in partnership with the National 
Immunisation Strategy and associated 
national immunisation promotional activities. 


There are also two Corporate Divisions: 


« Corporate Strategy Division, which must 
develop, implement and co-ordinate 
statewide policies, practices, standards and 
services on whole of Agency issues. 

e Corporate Support Services Division, which 
incorporates Human Resources, Budgeting 
and Finance, Strategic Asset Management, 
Technology Services, and Statewide Library 
and Records services. 
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NUMBER AND TOTAL COST OF EMPLOYMENT INJURIES, BY 


a SEX, 1995-96 
Fatalilies Non-Fatai Injuries 
Number Total Cost Nur per Total Cost 
nG. smi no. $m 
Males 8 12 11 237 73.1 
Females - - 4271 34.9 
Total Persons 8 1.2 15 508 113.0 


Source: Workplace Safety Board of fasmania 


Employment injuries 

In 1995-96, there were 15,516 compensable 
injuries reported to the Workplace Safety Board. 
Of this number, there were § fatalities, all of 
which involved male workers. The estimated 
total cost of those fatalities was $1.17 million, an 
estimated average cost per fatality of $145,835. 


The number of non-fatal compensable injuries in 
1995-96 was 15,508. Of this number, 27.5% 


men. Of all non-fatal injuries, 49.8% (7,730) 
involved injuries where no time was lost, while 
50.2% (7,778) involved the loss of one day or 
WME. 


The total cost of all compensable injuries 
reported during the year was estimated at $114.2 
million. Fhe total cost of injuries was estimated 
as all actual payments made on reported injuries 


ta 30 June 1996 plus estimated outstanding 


(4,271) were women, and 72.5% (11,237) were 
payments as at 30 June 1996. 
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Phare. ‘lhe Usaminer 


la the 1990s, Tasmania faced a number of 
challenges in meeting the welfare needs of the 
community, as did other States. he changing 
demographic structure and changing workforce 
have increased social ancl economic pressures 
within the community. In Tasmania a further 
challenge to the provision of effective welfare 
services is posed by a comparatively small 
population dispersed throughout the State, 


it is the Commonwealth Government (with 
incume maintenance), the Tasmanian 
Government (with direct services) and 
non-government welfare organisations that, in 
the main, respond to these needs. Throughout 
the 1990s each of these providers has seen an 
increase in demand for their services. One 
consequence has becn a movement towards 
increased cooperation between government and 
private sector providers in an effort te meet the 
changing needs of the community, 


CHAPTER 13 


Community welfare 


The Westbury 
Cammunity Centre 
produces vegetables 
andl flowers, which are 
solel by the Centre to 
supplement its incorse. 
Vevetables are also 
used for the Centre's 
emergency relicf 
service. 


Income maintenance 


Income maintenance payments are provided to 
individuals by the Federal Government, primarily 
through the Department of Social Security (DSS) 
and the Department of Vetcrans’ Affairs (DVA). 


Pensions for aged people were introduced in 
Australia in 1909, which was the beginning of the 
national provision of social security payments. 
Since then many other regular incame payments 
have been added te provide income security to 
groups such as: 

» the retirecl; 

® = people with disabilities; 

« the sick: 

* the unemployed, and 


« families. 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY PENSIONS, BENEFITS AND 
FAMILY PAYMENTS, TASMANIA, 1995-96 


Type of payment 

Age Pension (a) 
Disability Support Pension (a) 
Sickness Allowance 
Mobility Allowance 

Child Disability Allowance 
Job Search Allowance (c} 
Newstart Allowance (c} 
Youth Training Allowance ic} 
Mature Age Allowance 
Family Payrnent (b} 

Sole Parent Pension 
Double Orphan Pension 
Maternity Allowance 
Parenting Allowance 
Special Benefit 

Widow B Pension 
Bereavement Allowance 
Widow Allowance (c} 
Partner Allowance ({c) 
Wife Pension 

Carer Penston 


Total 


Recipients at June 


1996 Expendituretd] 
no. 5000 

43 483 323 753 
16 993 166 660 
816 7 294 
613 1065 

2 594 6 023 
12 934 82 702 
13 051 100 7f2 
1564 5 392 
2 208 16 317 
53 154 178 318 
10376 85 201 
20 25 

2 407 1 860 
20 432 70 415 
243 1 583 
10621 9 860 
2 5a 

308 2? 190 
2648 17 394 
5 249 37 613 
985 7425 

is 1077 258 


ia) Includes expenditure on Wife/Carer Penstons. (6) Includes Basic Family Payment 
and Additional Famity Payment July-Dec and Farnily Payment Jan-June. (c) June 
monthly average. id) Expenditure on additional benefits (e.g. Rent Assistance) is 
included <n individual expenditure figures; therefore, they do not add to the total. 


Source: Department of Social Security 


The provision of income to these groups aims to 
ensure that people have adequate levels of 
income to support themselves and their 
dependants. Carers of these particular groups 
are also entitled to various henefits. 


Income security for the retired 


The Commonwealth Age Pension was 
introduced in 1909, replacing schemes set up by 
various States. Many of the core elemcnts have 
not changed since its introduction. 


The single ratc of Age Pension has been 
maintained at 25% of the male Total Average 
Weekly Earnings since 1990, This seeks to 
ensure that people who have reached retirement 
age have an adequate level of income. 


A major issue facing the program is the expected 
increase in the aged population into the first half 
of the next century. Also, changing patterns of 
employment, including a trend towards early 
retirement, present a challenge to the delivery of 
acdlequate retirement incomes. A strong emphasis 
is placed on providing financial information 
services Lo encourage self-provision and 
maximise the use of resources for self support. 


Age pensions 

Subject to income and asscts tests, women agec! 
60.5 years anc over (61 from 1 July 19979 and 
men aged 65 and over are cligible for the Age 
Pension, 


AGE PENSIONS, TASMANIA ; 
Financial year 


Number expenditure 
Year aso June. $m (a) 
1991 39 664 259.9 
1992 41 288 eff. 
1993 43 223 293.9 
1994 45 168 322.8 
1995 43 OF 4 320.5 
1996 43 483 323.8 


jai Includes Wife’Carer Pensions. 
Source: Deoartment of Social Security 


At 30 June 1996 there were 43.483 people 
receiving an Age Pension, 34.9% of the estimated 
79,229 Tasmanians aged 60 years and over. 
Expenditure totalled $323.8 million for the 
1995-96 financial year. 


A Wife Pension may be paid to the wife ofan Age 
or Disahility Support pensioner who is not 
receiving any other income support payment in 
her own right. New grants of Wife Pension 
ceased after 30 June 1995. In Tasmania at 

30 June 1996 there were 1,155 wives of age 
pensioners receiving Wife Pension. 


Service pensions 


“In addition to rhe DSS Age Pension, the DVA 
provides Service Pensions ta male veterans aged 
60 years and over and female veterans aged 55 
years anc over. This pension is also subject to an 
income and assets test. 


At 30 June 1996 there were 14.852 Service 
Pensions being paid (including Wife and Widow 
Pensions), In 1995-96, $112.1 million was 
expended, 


SERVICE PENSIONS, TASMANIA, 30 JUNE 1996 


Number of pensions 


War service fa) 


World War | 15 
Worid War Il 10 723 
Korea and Malaya 493 
British Commonwealth 2018 
Allied Forces 635 
Special Overseas Service 776 
Misceilanéous 192 
Total 14 852 


(aj Comprises Sariceé pensions payable to veterans and 
sartners and widows/widowers of veterans. 


Source: Department of Veterans’ Affairs 


SERVICE PENSIONERS, TASMANIA 
Financial yer 


Number expenditure 
Year _ at 30 June $m 
1991 16611 100.2 
199? 16 407 102.9 
1993 16154 103.7 
1994 15 802 104.2 
1995 15321 105.8 
1996 14852 4413.4 


Source; Qeoartment of Veterans’ Affairs 


Income security for the sick and 
people with disabilities 


Over the last decade, increasing numbers of 
people have become reliant on disability-related 
income support payments. This trend will 
conunue with the increasing incidence of 
disability associated with an aging population, 
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changes in labour market structure leading toa 
decrease in the availability of certain types of 
work, and the extension of eligibility critcria for 
Carer Pension, 


The implementation of the Disabiliry Reform 
Package in 199] aimed to encourage people with 
disabilities to maximise their workforce potential 
through rehabilitation, training, and labour- 
market programs in order to minimise long-term 
dependency on income support, 


Sickness Allowance 


To claim Sickness Allowance a person must have 
suffered a loss of incame as a result of illness or 
injury and have a fob or study to return to. The 
payment of Sickness Allowance is only for 12 
months, extendable to 24 months under special 
circumstances, In Tasmania 816 people were: 
receiving Sickness Allowanec at 30 June 1996 ata 
total cost of $7.3 million dollars for the financial 
Year, 


SICKNESS ALLOWANCES, TASMANIA 
Financial year 


Number expenditure 
Year at 30 June Sr 
1991 (a) (bj. 329 11.3 
1992 (oid 125 10.0 
1993 fb) 991 &4 
1994 (nid O59 3.0 
1995 974 8.9 
1996 316 fe 


(a) Sickness Allowance replaced Sickness Benefit from 
1991. (6) Annual average number cn benefits during the 
year. 


Source: Department of Social Security 


Disability Support Pension 

‘To be cligible for chis support a person must be 
permanently blind, or have a physical, 
intellectual or psychiatric impairment of 20% or 


DISABLILITY SUPPORT PENSIONS, TASMANIA 


Finangsal year 


Number expenditure 
Year at June 30 (ai Sm fa} 
1994 (b) 13 424 30.8 
4992 15 4241 107.8 
993 4? 705 124.4 
1994 ig 088 143.6 
1995 15 404 150.6 


1996 16 993 166.7 


(a) Includes Wife/Carer Pensions. (b) In 1991 the Disability 
Supoort Pension replaced the Invalid Pension, with minor 
char ges to the eligibility conditions. 


source; Department of Social Security 
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more and a continuing inability to work for at 
least 30 hours a week at full award wages, At 

30 June 1996 there were 16,993 people receiving 
this pension at a cost of $166.7 million for the 
1995-96 financial year. 


AWife Pension may be paid to the wife ofa 
disability support pensioner, if she does not 
qualify for a pension in her own right. New 
grants of Wife Pension ceased after 30 June 1995. 
At 30 June 1996 there were 4,094 wives of 
disability suppor. pensioners receiving Wife 
Pension. 


Disability Pension 


In addition to the Disability Support Pension 
provided by the DSS, the DVA provides a similar 
pension to veterans to compensate for 
service-related injury or disease. At 30 June 1996, 
14,230 disability pensions were being paid, at a 
cost of $48.2 million in 1995-96, 


DISABILITY PENSIONS, TASMANIA 
Financial year 


Number expenditure 

Year att One fa) BM 
1991 15 495 44.0 
1992 15 455 44.5 
1993 15477 45.8 
1994 14 876 46.4 
4995 14 584 (b) 47.3 
1996 14 230 {b) 48.2 


(a) Includes payments to veterans and their dependarts, 
(b) Does not include amounts paid to dependants af 
deceased veterans. 


Source; Department of Veterans’ Affairs 


Carer Pension 


A Carer Pension is payable to a person providing 
full-time personal care or supervision 10 a 
severely disabled person. The care must be 
provided in the private home of the person 
receiving care. From July 1997 Carer Pension 
became known as Carer Payment in recognition 
of the work that carers do. 


At 30 June 1996 there were 326 recipients caring 
for age pensioners, 593 recipients caring for 
disability support pensioners and 66 recipients 
caring for other pensioners or non-DSS 
customers. For 1995-96 expenditure tatalled 
£7.1 million. 


Mobility Afowance 


Mobility Allowance is paid to provide assistance 
to people with disabilities who are in 


employment, vocational training or voluntary 
work and are unable to use public transport 
without substantial assistance. ‘his particular 
allowance aims to encourage self help and 
independence for clisabled people. In Tasmania 
for 1995-96 a total of 81.1 million was spent on 
Mobility Allowances. At the end of the financial 
year there were 813 recipients. 


Child Disability Afowance 


To provide further financial help to a person 
caring for a child with a disabiliny, the DSS 
provides a Child Disability Allowance. ‘This 
allowance aims to encourage family-based care 
rather chan institutional care of disabled 
children. Entitlement to CDA is determined by 
the level of extra care required. In Tasmania at 
30 June 1996, there were 2,594 persons claiming 
this benefit on behalf of 2,870 eligible children, 
The tetal expenditure for 1995-96 was 

$6.0 million. 


Income security for the unemployed 


‘the aim of this DSS program is Lo ensure 
unemployed people receive adequate income 
support Where possible, payments are linked to 
provision of opportunities and incentives to 
enter or re-enter the workforce. 


—~ 


Income support for the unernployed was 
introduced, as unemployment benefit, in 1945. 
At the time it was primarily a short-term payment 
for peopie moving from one full-time job to 
another. In recent decades the labour market 
has undergone significant structural change. 
High levels of unemployment and particularly 
long-term unemployment have persisted 
through the late 1980s and into the 1990s. 
Income security for the unemployed is one of 
the largest expenditure programs of the DSS. 


BENEFITS FOR UNEMPLOYED, TASMANIA 


Financial year 


Number éxocndi ture 

Year at 30 June or 

1991 (abtb) 20 521 1l?2.7 

1992 (a) 26 399 228.4 

1993 (ai 29 936 248.3 

1994 fa} 30 058 255.6 

1995 2f 581 2445 

1996 25 GR2 183.5 


(ai Figure is the annual average number on benefits during 
the year. (61 From 1991 figure cansists of Jon Search 
Allowance and Newstart Alowaice. 


Source: Department of Social Security 


Newstart Afowance (incorporating Job Search 
Allowance) 


In July 1991 the Unemployment Benefit Payment 
was divided into hwo scparate payment 
programs: Job Search Allowance, and Newstart 
Allowance. Job Search Allowance was paid to 
clients aged 15 to 17 years and clients aged 18 to 
Age Pension age for che first 12 months of 
unemployment. Newstart Allowance was paid to 
those unemployed for longer than 12 months. 


From September 1996 Job Search Allowance has 
been incorporated into Newstart Allowance. The 
primary aim of Newstart Allowance is to cnsure 
an adequate level of income while encouraging 
participation in activities designed ro enhance 
employment prospects. fo reccive Newstart a 
person must be aged from 18 to Age Pension 
age, unemployed, and actively seeking work or 
engaged in an approved activity such as 
vocational training. 


At 30 June 1996 there were 12,931 recipicnts of 
Job Search Allowance and 13,051 recipients of 
Newstart Allowance. This amounted to a total 
expenditure of $183.5 million in the 1995-96 
financial year. 


Youth Training ANowance 

Since January 1995 newly unempioyed persons 
agecl under 1% have been paid the Youth 
Training Allowance. To be eligible a person must 
be aged 16 to 17 years (15 in certain 
circumstances) and be unemployed. In 
Tasmania at 30 June 1996 there were 1,564 
people receiving this allowance. The total 
expenditure for 1995-96 was $5.4 million. 


Mature Age Allowance 


Mature Age Allowance was introduced in March 
1994 as an interim measure to assist older 
long-term unemploved people facing difficulties 
obtaining work, From 1 July 1996 MAA became a 
permanent payment. To be eligible a person 
must be over 60 years of age, but less than Age 
Pension age, and unemployed with no recent 
workforce experience. Recipients have access to 
labour market assistance if they choose to 
register with the CES. 


At 30 June 1996 1,749 Tasmanians were receiving 
MAA, at a cost of $16.3 million, for the 1995-96 
financial vear. 


Partner Allowance 


Partner Allowance is intended to provide 
adequate income for partners of income-support 
recipients who face barriers to finding 
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employment because of their previous limited 
participation in the workforce. 


Partner Allowance is paid to eligible partners of 
currentNewstart, Sickness and Mature Age 
Allowanec, Special Benefit, DVA Service Pension 
and DSS pension customers. The recipient must 
be born on or before | July 1955 anc have no 
recent workforce experience. From | July 1995 
payment may continue after the primary 
beneficiary loses cnrithkement. 


In Tasmania at 40 June 1996, 2,648 people were 
receiving this allowance ata cose of $17.4 million 
during 199596, 


Payments for families with children 


The objectives of this program are to ensure that 
families with children (including sole parent 
families} have adequate levels of income, receive 
fair levels of assistance toward the cost of raising 
their children anct are able to overcome the 
barriers to workforce participation that arise in 
parl from the presence of children. 


BASIC FAMILY PAYMENT, TASMANIA 


Nurnber of Number of Financial yee . 
Year (al dependants families expenditure $c) 
1991 109 826 56 461 56.1 
1992 110 O98 56 765 68.6 
1993 109 430 56 566 60.8 
1994 104 588 53 946 60.6 
1985 102 816 53 289 59.3 
1996 102 439 53 154 {b) 178.3 


ia) AS at June. (b} Includes Basic arnily Payment and 
Additional Family Payment Gul-Dec} and Family Payment 
Jan-Jun}. 


Source: Department af Social Security 


Family Payment 

Previously divided into Basic Family Payment 
and Additional Family Payment, from January 
1996 payments were amalgamated to form 
Family Payment. This is payable, subiect to 
income and assets tests, to a person with 
dependent children under 16 years or with a 
secondary student aged 16 or 17 who is not 
receiving a prescribed education scheme 
payment. Most families are entitled to Family 
Payment at the minimum rate. Family Payment 
can be paid to a maximum level dependent 
upon the number and age of children in a family, 
level of income and assets. Hardship provisions 
exist to assist those who do not meet the assets 
test but are in genuine hardship. 
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At 30 June 1996 there were 53,154 Tasmanian 
families receiving Family Payment on behalf of 
102,439 children. Expenditure for 1995-96 was 
$178.3 million. 


Sole Parent Pension 


Sole Parent Pension may be paid to a sole parent 
who is supporting at least one child under 16, or 
a disabled student aged 16 to 21 attracting Child 
Disability Allowance. To be eligible a person 
must not be a member cf a couple or must be 
living apart From their partner, they may not be 
in receipt of another DSS ar DVA pension and 
must take reasonable steps to ohtain chile 
support payments from the other parent. 


At 30 June 1996 there were 10,370 parents who 
received a Soic Parent Pension. In Tasmania in 
1995-96, $85.2 million was expended. 


Double Orphan Pension 


Hboth parents of a child are deceased, a 
guardian or an approved care organisation may 
be paid a Double Orphan Pension for a child 
under 16 years of age or a dependent full-time 
student aged 16 to 17 years. The pension is also 
payable where only one parent is deceased ancl 
the whereabouts of the other is unknown, or 
they have been imprisoned for at least 10 vears, 
or they require care ina mental hospital or 
nursing home etc. for an indefinite time. 


In the 199596 financial year, $26,000 was spent 
in relation to 25 ‘Vasmanian children. 


Maternity Allowance 


Introduced from 1 February 1996 Maternity 
Allowance may be paid for each new child born 
te families eligible for Family Payment. In 
Tasmania from 1 February to 30 June 1996, 
2,407 eligible births resulted in che expenditure 
of $1.8 million, 


Parenting Allowance 


Parenting Allowance was introduced from 

1 July 1995 and incorporates the former Home 
Child Care Allowance. This allowance aims ta 
provide an indepenctent source of income to the 
partner who is not in paid work. lt provides 
increased choice for parents in balancing work 
and family responsibilities. 


In June 1996, 20,432 people received this 
allowance, at a total cost of $70.4 million for the 
1995-96 financial year. 


Family Tax Payment 


‘The Family Tax Payment commenced on 

1 January 1997. Itis part of the Family Tax 
Initiative aimed at providing extra assistance to 
families with taxable incomes less than $70,000. 
Many farnilies have access to this assistance 
through the taxation system. Low income 
families, if eligible, can receive a fortnightly 
payment through DSs. 


Jobs, education and training 
Where appropriate, income support is 
complemented by: 


« the Jobs, Education and Training (JET) 
program which cncourages and assists eligible 
DSS chents to obtain employment through 
personal interviews, access to education and 
training opportunities and help with finding 
child care; 


« the Child Suppor. Scheme which aims to 
improve financial support for children of 
scparated parents by ensuring that both 
parents contribute to the support of their 
children according to their capacity to pay: 
anc] 


e Childcare Assistance aimed at assisting 
familics with the cast of child care. 


Provision for special circumstances 


This group of income payments is provided for 
people in hardship or in situations of special 
need where they are ineligible for other 
payments. 


Special Benefit 


A Special Benefit is a discreuonary payment 
which may be paid to a person who is not 
eligible for a pension or allowance, if they are in 
hardship and unable to earn a sufficient 
livelihood for reasons beyond their control. 
People considered for Special Benefit payments 
include, for example, expectant mothers and 
refugees who do not qualify for other benefits 
because they do not meet the necessary 
residential qualifications. Payment can be made 
immecliately in an emergency. 


In June 1996 there were 243 people receiving 
Special Benefit in Tasmania at a cost of 
$2 million for the 1995-96 financial year. 


Widow 8 Pension 


This pension provides payments to particular 
categories of older wiclows. The Widow B 
Pension is gradually being phased out and is 
confined ta women who have reached the 
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prescribed age of eligibiliry (50 years of age, or 
45 vears of age if previously receiving a Sole 
Parent Pension) before 1 July 1987. From 

20 March 1997, new grants of Widow B Pension 
will cease. Expenditure for the 1995-96 financial 
year totalled $9.9 million with1,061 women 
receiving this benefit at June 1996. 


Widow Allowance 

Introduced from 1 January 1995 Widow 
Allowance provides support for older women 
who are widowed, divorced or separated after 
turning $0 and who have no recent workforce 
experience, Widow Allowance is paid at the 
same rate as Newstart Allowance but is not 
activity tested. In Tasmania the total cost of this 
benefit for the 1995-96 financial year was 

$2.2 million with 308 recipients at June 1996. 


Sereavement Allowance 


Known as Widowed Person Allowance prior to 
January 1995, Bereavement Allowance is a 
short-term payment for people without children 
in the period immediately following the death of 
their partner. During 1995-96 expenditure on 
this allowance lorailecl $57,800. 


Supplementary payments and entitlements 
Recipients of Social Security benefits may also be 
eligible for a range of supplementary payments 
and entitlements. These include: 

e Pharmaceutical Allowance; 

® Health and Concession cards; 

s Rent Assistanec: 

« Telephone Allowance; 

« Remote Arca Allowance; 

® Disaster Relict Payment; 

« Drought Relief Payment; and 


« Farm Household Support. 


State Government direct 
services 


In Tasmania, the Department of Community and 
Health Services is the principal agency for the 
delivery of State Government-based welfare 
services. [t is the largest State Government 
agency in Tasmania, with a budget of 

$710 million in 1996-97, 


An Internal Review of the Department, 


implemented from 1 July 1997. Program-basec 
groups were replaced by five areas of business or 
Output Groups, designed to deliver timely and 
high-quality services while achieving the best 
possible value for money. At the same time, the 
Depariment is moving away from the direct 
provision of services to delivery of scrvices by 
the most effective provider or mix of providers. 


Aged and disability support services 


These services aim to mect the needs of people 
who are aged, and/or have a disability, to enable 
them to live safely and independently. The 
services provided include accommodation such 
as nursing homes, hostels and group homes, 
and in-home support such as home nursing ancl 
home help. The 1995-96 expenditure for this 
program was $122.1 million. In 1995-96 funding 
of $42 million was provided to community 
organisations through the program. 


Accommodation support includes: 


« Congregate care, such as the Willow Court 
Centre, which provictes accommodation and 
other services to people with intellectual 
disability in an institutional environment. 
Accommodation is provided in congregate 
care settings and share homes on campus. 
The Community Integration Project allows — 
residents af Willow Court to return to their 
chosen community within Tasmania. In 
mid-1996, 221 people with intellectual 
disabilities were supported in the community, 
163 of whom transferred [rom Willow Court. 


« Staffed accommodation, such as St John's 
Park Nursing Home, which provides nursing 
care and social and emotional support for the 
dependent and frail aged and younger peaple 
with a disability. 

» Respite care, which includes centre-based 
care, host family care, in-home respite and 
supported holidays. In 1995-96 the provision 
of respite services was identified as an area of 
critical need and was given the highest 
priority for additional funding. Growth 
funding through the Home and Community 
Care (HACC) Program, a joint 
Commonwealth-State Program, was 
expended on respite services, 


In 1995-96 almost $2.3 million, or 11.2% of the 
total HACC budget, was expended on respite 


services. This was an 18.4% increase in funding 


from the previous year. 


Family Based Care (FBC} also offers State-wide 


completed in December 1996, recommended a 
respite care for frail elderly people and younger 


number of structural changes which were 
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people with disabilities who are at risk of early or 
inappropriate admission to long-term residential 
care. The service is offered on a regular or 
occasional basis and allows family carers to have 
a break from their usual routine. 


Community access 

Community access offers a range of activities and 
services that provide the aged or disablec 
person with socialisation or recreation 
Opportunities, community activities and support 
services. 


Home support 


This assists clients with personal care and health 
services, home maintenance and nursing, 
enabling them ta remain in their own homes. A 
flexible pool of nursing staff enables Community 
Nursing to respond to emergency nursing, 
palliative care and post-acute needs, particularly 
in rural areas. 


Aged care assessment 

Aged Care Assessment Teams (ACAT) were 
established to assess the physical, mectical, 
psychological and social needs of frail aged 
people in order to assist them to choose the 
most appropriate combination of services. 
During 1995-96, 4,754 chents were assessed by 
ACAYT. 


Advocacy and community education 


DCHS develop, maintain and enhance a range of 
advocacy activitics and information services 10 
assist peopic who are aged or who have 
disabilities. In 1995-96 funding of $356,000 was 
allocated to community-based organisations to 
provide information and conumunity education 
activities relating to a range of disahilides. In 
addition $192,000 was provided to 
community-based organisations to provide 
advocacy, support and referral services to people 
with disabilities and their carers. 


Seniors Bureau 


The Seniors Bureau was established in 1993, in 
line with Government policy to improve the 
position of older people. The purpose of the 
Bureau is to facilitate closer links, coordination 
anc understanding between agencies who 
represent the needs and concerns of older 
Tasmanians, 


The unit also administers the Tasmanian Seniors 
Card Scheme which allows a more active 
retirement through Metro transport 
concessions, commercial offers, and leisure 
opportunities linked ta the card. Since its launch 


in February 1994 nearly 44,000 people, 63% of 
the target population. have applied for a Seniors 
Card. 


Child, family and community 
support services 


In 1995-96 the Child, Family and Community 
Support Program allocated $56.9 million to 
provide the following related activities: 


» community development and support 
Services: 


* crisis and post crisis support for victims of 
domestic violence; 

e health and development services for 0 to 18 
year olds: 


e rehabilitation services for persons with 
substance abuse problems; 


» dental health services for children; 


« supervision and support for young offenders 
and their families; 


« services for children at risk of abuse, and their 
families; and 
* provision of out-of-home care and adaption 
services. 
Community development and support services 
Funds are provided to non-government 
organisations to assist them in the provision of 
child care, and supported and crisis 
accommodation services through 
Neighbourhood Houses and Community 
Centres. A range of primary health care services 
is provided! including education and training in 
specialist areas such as pharmacy, nutrition and 
women's health. 


In 1995-96, $1.59 million was distributed to 40 
CHILD-CARE PLACES, TASMANIA, 31 DECEMBER 


1996 

Places 

Senice type no. 
Community 1450 
Private 471 
Nion Profit and Employer Sponsored 170 
Family Day Care 1 682 
Occasional Care Centres 133 
Occasional Caré Neighbourhood Model 117 
Multitunctional tai be 
Multifunctional Aboriginal Children’s Services 27 
Outside School Hours Care 4593 
Total 4 § 643 


fa} Not available in Tasmariia. 


Source; Commonwealth Department of Heatth and Family 
Services 


Se ee oe eee 


Family Support Services, $305,000 to Personal 
and Family Counselling Services, $229,000 to 
provide financial counselling across the State 
and $1.02 million to assist with Back Up Child 
Care and Play Centres. 


The Supported Accommodation and Assistance 
Program is jointly funded by the State: and the 
Commonwealth. During 1995-96 a total of 


$8.5 million was expended on 42 different 


services. The number of crisis and medium-term 
beds available has decreased from over 700 in 
1993-94 to 650 in 1995-96 reflecting a national 
trend away from crisis accommodation towards 
case Management and support services. 


Chikl care services were expanded in response 
to the National Child Care Strategy with the 
opening of 4 Long Day Carc Centres, 2 in the 
North and 2 in the North West. Total cost of this 
program was $1.04 million. 


Family Day Care 


Operating in Tasmania for over 20 years, Family 
Day Care offers a Nexible model of care available 
7 clays a week, 24 hours a day. 


The Commonwealth directly funds a sponsoring 
or management body, which employs 
coordination unit staff to nin a scheme. A 
scheme comprises staff, a network of 
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selfemployed carers who provide care in their 
own homes and families who use the servicc. In 
Tasmania 9 of the 12 schemes are sponsored by 
a local government body. These schemes offered 
a total of 1,782 EFT (Equivalent Full Time} places 
at April 1997. Between them the schemes offer a 
self-employment opportunity for approximately 
560 registered carers who provide child care for 
almost 4,000 children, This represents almost 
halfof the children placed in long day care in 
Tasmania. Parents using Family Day Care are 
entitled to Commonwealrth-funded Child Care 
Assistance and Child Care Rebate. 


Domestic violence 


Crisis services are provided to victims ancl 
survivors of domestic violence including 
counselling, information, referral, advocacy and 
financial assistance. The service provides an 
outreach and after-hours service and works 
closely with Tasmania Police to ensure the safety 
olf women escaping violence. Access Lo services 
has been improved to women living in rural 
areas through the introduction of a 1800 
telephone line. 


Health and devetopment of 0 to 18 year oids 
Universal services are provided to all [families 
with children under 18 and to prospective ee 
parents. Information and cducation programs 


Child-care choices 


In March 1996, the estimated population of Tasmania aged 0 to 12 years was 83,500. Of thesc 47.9% 
(40,000) used some form of formal or informal child care compared to 45% (38,000) in June 1993. 


Formal child care is regulatect care which takes place away from the child's home. This includes 
attendance at preschool, a child-care centre, family day care and occasional care. In March 1996, 8.1% 
(12,700) of children used formal care. Informal care is non-regulated and can take place in the child’s 


home or elsewhere. It includes care by family members, friends, neighbours and paid babysitters. 
Informal care was used by 39.8% (33,200) of children. 


Reasons for using child care are varied and influence the type of care used. Children who attended 
before and after school care programs, family day care and long clay care, used these types of care 


primarily because of the work-related reasons of their parents. While employers and workplaces 
increasingly acknowledge the need for workers to balance work and family responsibilities, lack of 
child care presents a barrier for many peuple seeking employment. Traditionally, in our socicty the 
primary responsibility for child care has fallen to women. This is reflected in their use of flexible work 
arrangements, such as permanent part-time work and job sharing, and their need for flexible child 
care. In September 1996, 10,800 Tasmanian women who wanted to work were not actively seeking a 


position for child-care reasons. 
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aim ta promote the health and well-being of 
parents, children and adolescents, 
Comprehensive heaith screening services are 
provided in accordance with the National Health 
and Medical Research Council 
recommendations. A client complaint and 
satisfaction process was implemented during 
1995-96 following a review of client services. 


Rehabilitation services 


Intensive intervention and detoxification services 
are provided in northern Tasmania and southern 
Tasmania, while a community-based 
non-medical facility provides services in the 
North West. Outpatient counselling services are 
provided through community health centres, 
hospitals and outreach programs Lo rural areas. 


In 1995..96 the Tasmanian Methadone Policy was 
adopted and the Methadone Maintenance 
Program was transferred to the private sector. A 
total of $1.5 million was spent on community 
programs as part of the National Drug Strategy. 


Dental Health Program 


This sub-program provides accessible, affordable 
and universal preventive and restorative dental 
services to school children and Health Care Card 
holders and their adult dependants. Dental 
services are provided through both the public 
and the private dental sectors. As part of the 
Commonwealth Dental Health Program, 

$3.4 million was spent during 1995-96 on 
general and emergency dental treatment. 


Under the School Dental Program services were 
provided to over 10.000 school-age children 
throughout 1995-96, Adult Health Care Card 
holders accessed services on over 25,000 
occasions. 


Youth justice 


The Youth Justice Program provides advice to 
the Children’s Court on juvenile offenders and 
supervises young people who are found guilty of 
offences. It also provides support to che families 
of young people who offend, and provides 
custodial care and rehabilitation services at the 
Ashley Youth Detention Centre. ‘he number of 
admissions of young people to Ashley increased 
by 75% from 102 in 1994-95 to 179 in 1995-96, 


Services for children and families at risk 


This program is designed to ensure that children 
whe have been abused, or are at risk of being 
abused, have increased safety and choice. It 
provides investigation, assessment and referral, 
placement ancl case-planning services for 


children at risk or without adequate support. 
Community cducation programs are conclucted 
to assist the community, families and individuals 
to reduce the incidence of child abuse and 
neglect, 


During 1995-96 a single point of entry was 
established through the Intake and Assessment 
Units to undertake all investigative and 
assessment functions under the Child Welfare 
Act #960 and the Child Protection Act 1976. 


Out-of-home care and adoption services 


Out-ofhome care services include shore and 
long-term foster care with families, family group 
home care, cottage care and specialised foster 
care for adolescents experiencing problems. 
Family-based foster care is the most utilised and 
cost effective type of care. The Department 
recruits ancl assesses families and individuals 
who are able to provide care in their own 
homes. Case management services are provided 
for children who are in care. Support and 
contact services arc also provided for their 
familics where appropriate. 


Adoption services in Tasmania are provided by 
the Department of Community and Health 
Services and the approved Catholic Private 
Adoption Agency operated by Centacare. 


The DCHS assumes legal guardianship in cases 
where the ongoing safety and well-being of a 
child cannot be assured within a child's 
immediate or extended family. The number of 
children declared to be Wards of State increased 
from 39 in 1993-94 to 65 in 1995-96. 


Housing services 


The Housing Services Program (HSP) aims to 
provide access to adequate, affordable and 
appropriate housing particularly for people on 
low incomes, 


The Commonwealth State Housing Agreement 
(CSHA) is the principal source of funding for 
the HSP. Expenditure in 1995-96 was 

$99.5 million, excluding expenditure on the 
Home Ownership Assistance Program (HOAP). 


A range of assistance is available including: 


« public rental housing; 
¢ help to people who rent in the private ntarket, 
« help with home ownership; and 


« help through community housing. 
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Youth Homelessness 


Tasmania has scen a steady growth in the demand for welfare services throughout the 1990s, As a 
result, 6 government and non-government agencies have had difficulty meeting demand for 


housing-related services. 


Department of Social Security benefits are available to eligible young people at an increased rate 
where homelessness can be proved. To qualify for the higher rate of payment the young person 
must be unable to live at home because of extreme family breakdown, or it must be unreasonable 
ta expect the young person to live at home because of domestic violence, incestuous harassment 
or other extreme circumstances. All such claims are subject to verification. At April 1997 there were 
829 young Tasmanians receiving Social Security paymencs at the homeless rate, while 106 males and 
227 females were receiving AUSTUDY at the homeless rate. 


Provision of rental housing 
Public housing is currently the major form of 


housing assistance provided by the Department. 


As at April 1997 there were 14,080 properties 
managed by Housing Services with a value of 
approximately $790 million. 


Each year there are around 30,000 Tasmanians 
living in public housing. At the end of 1995-96 
there were just over 2,600 houschalds waiting 
for public housing. 


Assistance is provided to people who: 


e are low income earners; 
« are resicencs of Australia living in Tasmania; 
« are 16 years of age or older; and 


¢ have financial assets of less than $20,620. 


Private rental assistance 


Advice, referral, advocacy and financial 
assistance is available to people on low incomes 
to assist them to establish or maintain tenancies 
in the private market. 


As part of the Private Rental Support Scheme 
financial assistance is provided through local 
Housing Service Centres in the State to peaple 
with dependants. Assistance to those without 
dependants is provided by community 
organisations funded by the Department. In 
1995-96, 4,812 people were assisted through 
this scheme. 


Rent subsidy assistance is also available to those 
on law incomes who are renting in the private 
market, and who are paying more than 45% of 


their income in rent. Just under 2,000 peaple 
used this form of assistance in 1995-96, 


Assistance with home ownership 


Assistance is available to low and moderate 
incame households to enable chem to access 
home finance. The Home Ownership Assistance 
Program (HOAP) is targeted at public housing 
clients and private borrowers wishing Lo 

purchase public rental dwellings that have been 
identified as surplus. During 1995-96, 438 loans 
were issued through LIOAP with a total value of 
$25.1 million. 


Community sector housing 


Funding is provided to local government, 
community organisations and non-profit 
housing cooperatives to encourage che 
involvement of groups other chan government in 
the development and management of housing 
options. The Community Housing Resource 
Organisation (CIIRO) resources existing and 
potential community housing proviclers in all 
aspects of housing management. 


Rental housing for Aboriginal people is also 
available through the Aboriginal Housing 
Program. 


Client complaints and review 


Any client dissatisfied with a decision made by 
Housing Services or dissatisfied with the quality 
of the service received may initiate an internal 
review by contacting the Client Contact Line. A 
Housing Review Committee gives clients of the 
Housing Division access to a semi-independent 
body which can review any decision made 
concerning their housing circumstances. 
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Non-government agencies 


In Tasmania in the 1990s there has been an 
increase in demand for welfare services. High 
uncmployment has meant individuals and 
families have sought assistance from both 
Boveronment aASENCIES ancl non-government 
agencies. An increase in the number of 
sole-parent families has seen growth in demand 
for child and family support services. The high 
proportion of retirees and older people in the 
community has increased the demand for age 
and disability services. In difficult economic 
times, the factors that reduce funding for welfare 
programs in turn create incrcased demand for 
these programs within the community. 


It has long been recognised that many volunteer 
agencies provide effective and efficient welfare 
services. This is partly because the 
non-government (or community) sector is often 
more able to respond quickly to emerging 
community needs. Also, the specialised nature of 
some welfare agencies means they have cletailed 
knowledge of the needs of their target group. 


Non-government welfare agencies also provide 
significant voluntary support to 
government-iunded services. However, many 
community service agencies are finding it 
increasingly difficule to meet the growing 
demand for services. Reduced resources and 
increased hardship in the community has placed 
increased pressure on existing social services, 
while limited government funding and 
heightened competition for support from 
donors and volunteers make it difficult for 
organisations to maintain or expand current 
services. The Federal Gevernment’s decision 10 
cut funding to labour programs has reduced the 
extent of community-based employment 
programs. As a result more people are scecking 
non-government welfare assistance. 


Tasmanian Council of Social Service 
Inc. (TasCOSS) 


TasC OSS is an independent, non-government 
orgamsalion which represents voluntary sociat 
welfare agencies. It is part of the Australian 
Council of Social Services (ACOSS)}. 


The objectives of TasCOSS are tu: 


® act as the coordinating body within Tasmania 
for non-government welfare organisations, 


® promote and uphold the rights of 
disadvantaged members of the community; 


« inform the public of the causes and effects of 
poverty, injustice, disability, sickness and 
related matters; 


* provide representation and advice to 
non-government welfare organisations: 


« liaise andi cooperate with Federal, State anct 
local governments, government departments, 
statutory authorities and other organisations: 
and 


* cooperate with ACOSS and other national and 
international organisations in promoting the 
interests and objectives of non-government 
welfare organisations. 


As part of the national network, TasCOSS 
provides input into Federal Government tssues 
such as Federal-State Government funding 
agreements. 


The Jobs. Education and Training JET) Program 
is an example of a project operating under the 
auspices of TasCOSS. Aclministered jointly by 
several Commonwealth departments, the 
program aims to assist sole parents to enter or 
re-enter the workforce. 


Since 1989, TasCOSS has been funded by the 
Department of Health and Family Services to 
employ JET Child Care Resource Workers _ 
QETCCRY¥) who assist sole parents with access 
19 child-care services. JETCCRW assisted with 
995 child-care placements during the 1995-96 
financial year, in response to DSS JET client 
referrals, 


Religious agencies 


Many churches provide a range of social welfare 
services for the wider community, including 
accommodation; and financial, emotional and 
spiritual assistance. 


In Tasmania, major welfare assistance is 
provided by the Anglican Church (Anglicare) and 
Catholic Church (Centacare), the Salvation 
Army, the Society of St Vincent de Paul, and the 
Hohart City Mission. 


For each of these agencies one of the greatest 
chailenges of 1996 was the role played in the 
provision of counselling and de-briefing sessions 
conducted for those involved in the aftermath of 
the Port Arthur tragedy. 


Anglicare 


Anglicare sponsors a range of welfare programs, 
including accommodation, counselling and 
training services, for needy Tasmanians. 


MS rat tect 5 
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Youth Services Glenorchy—A Success Story 


Ina climate of high unemployntrenc and 
increasing numbers of homeless among 

_ Tasmania's youth, demand for youth-specific 
welfare services is increasing. More than 160 
youth service providers have been identified in 
‘Tasmania and approximately 150 additional 
general services which are accessed by young 
people. These services are offered by 


local governments and the community sector. 


The range of services offered by these providers 
includes: 


» coordination; 
»® counselling and support; 


» employment, vocational education and 
training: 


« health; 

« housing and accommodation; 

» information, advice, advocacy and referral; 
e legal assistance and advice; 

e material assistance; and 


® recreation, arts and culture. 


The Glenorchy City Council has taken an active 
role in the provision of youth services 
encouraging vouth participation in decision 
making. The Glenorchy Youth Task Farce was 
established in 1994 as a special committee of 
Council. 


Membership of the task force comprises 12 ta 
14 young people drawn from the community. 
‘The inclusion of the Mayor, also a member, is a 
major reason for the group's success allowing 
those involved to see their issues are taken 
seriously. 


The primary role of the Glenorchy Youth Task 
Force is to identify and represent the interests 
and needs of all young people and their culcural 
groups in the City of Glenorchy. Since its 


— 


Commonwealth and State Government agencies, 


establishment, the Task Force has been 
involved in many projects inchiding a 
Youth and Community Summit, Glenorehy 
Crime Prevention ‘Task Force, a Youth 
Street Work Project, and the Glenorchy 
Youth Resource Centre. 


The involvement of the Task Force was the 
key factor in the development of the 
Resource Centre, established as a direct 
result of a survey entitled ‘A Place To Go’” 
The Centre opened on 9 February 1996, 
and 400 people visited! in the first 4 weeks 
of operation. 


The Centre provides a safe gathering point 
for entertainment and recreational 
activities. It also provides practical support 
such as shower, cooking and washing 
facilities, and a base for information and 
outreach services. The Centre averages 60 
to 70 visits per month with more than 
one-third of these visits being fram young i 
women, 


The Yask Farce continues 10 play a 
valuable role in the consultation process 
between the Council and the vouth 
community. In 3 years of operation 4 Task 
Force members have each contributed 
over 1,000 voluntary hours. 


The Council’s youth consultation process 
and the establishment of the Youth 
Resource Centre have been identified as a 
model of best practice by the State Youth 
Link Committee and the Office of Youth 
Affairs. 


The Australian Local Government 
Association has recognised Glenorchy City 
and 4 other councils around Australia as 
having appropriate youth consultation 
processes in place. As a result Glenorchy 
City Council was invited to participate in a 
meeting in May 1997 to cliscuss the future 
development of Youth Consultation 
Programs in Australia. 
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Accommodation 

Anglicare provides a Statewide accommodation 
service, with 20 workers employed to address 
the issues of homelessness in Tasmania. In 
southern Tasmania, Youthcare offers crisis, 
medium and long-term accommodation, as well 
as Outreach support to young people 15 to 25 
years of age. The Shelter provides food, shelter, 
counselling and short-term crisis 
accommodation, In 1996, 300 people sought 
crisis accommodation. 


The Northern Outreach Service and the North 
West Housing Outreach Service provide 
medium-term to long-term accommodation for 
familics, single aclults and young people. They 
also offer financial assistance, financial advice, 
counselling and support, referral and advocacy 
services. Together with other youth 
accommodation services, Anglicare has formed 
the Northern Youth Accommodation Coalition 
(NYAC) to provide medium-term housing for 
young people. 


Connsetling 

Anglicare is also involved in marriage and 
relationship education and counselling. 
Counsellors (7 Full-time and 11 part-time) are 
employed in Burnie, Devonport, Launceston and 
Hobart. In 1996 there were 393 marriage 
counselling cases. In adelition, pre-marriage 
education courses are conducted in each region. 


Other counselling programs run by Anglicare 
include the Hassles Mediation Centre and 
Options. Both of these programs deal with 
parent—adolescent conflict, and aim to assist 
young people and parents to resolve conflict and 
foster community understanding of conflict and 
conflict resolution. 


Anglicare’s financial counselling service 
encourages people to take control of their 
finances and to help them out of debt. The 
introduction of a 1800 freecall telephone 
number gives cirect access to counsellors to 
those living Outside the major urban centres. 
Increased funding from the Commonwealth 
Attorney-General’s Department allowed an 
expansion of financial counselling in rural areas 
during 1996, 


Tretyiig 

The Information Technology Centre of Tasmania 
(IfeC} was established in 1988 to provide 
computer-based training for unemployed 
‘Tasmanians, [TeC provides a broad range 
oftraining and career services. In adclition ITeC 


offers a ‘fee for service’ program offering training 
Lo the broader community. 


Centacare 

Centacareé is the Catholic Church’s primary sacial 
welfare agency. It provides help for families and 
their children, married couples and the 
long-term unemployed, 


Centacare offers education sessions, self help 
and support groups, accommodation, 
counselling and adoption services, 


Counselling 

Centacare is one of the main marriage 
counselling agencies in Tasmania approved hy 
the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s 
Department. At present, counsellors operate in 
Hobart, Launceston, Burnie, and on the West 
Coast. 


Violence within relationships continued to be 
the subject of many counselling sessions chat 
were undertaken during the year. In response, 
Centacare has a group program for men, the 
Changing Abusive Behaviours Group, aiming to 
help Break the cycle of violence, 


Centacare also provides a range of services to 
meet the needs of young parents (including 
pregnant women) and their children. The 
Pregnancy and Motherhood Program (PRAM) 
helps young parents establish social networks 
within their pecr group. The program 
disseminates information about parental care, 
labour and delivery, and parenting skills. 


Another Centacare group which aims to help 
single parents is the Lifeskills ancl Support and 
Relationships (LASAR) support group. The 
program covers areas such as communication 
skills, personal growth, cliscipline of children, 
and coping with difficule behaviour in children. 


The Endeavour Program is a residential 
parenting program which operates froma 
campsite at Coningham near Hobart. The 
program is residential and offers personal 
development and parenting skills plus a 
comprehensive program for children who 
accompany their parents. The Endeavour 
Program held 12 camps during 1996. 


Centacare’s Family Life Education (FLE} is based 
on the principle that parents are the first 
educators of their children, Information nights 
on sexuality and relationships are offered in 
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Volunteers 


Yoluntary work provides an important contribution in mecting the needs of a community. In 
Tasmania, volunteers work in sport and recreation, hea!th and welfare, education, community 
services, emergency services, religion, the arts, ancl the environment and heritage. 


In the twelve-month period to June 1995, 78,900 people in Tasmania contributed 12.8 million 
hours of service. Fernales (41,600) contributed 7.0 million hours and males (37,300) 3.8 million 


hours. 


Some 46.9% of all volunteers were involved in fundraising activities, 24.4% in teaching or 
instruction, and 10.8% were involved in providing personal care and assistance. In stating their 
reasons for becoming volunteers, 34.7% volunteered in order to help others in the community, 
30.2% for reasons of pcersonal‘family involvement, 24.6% for personal satisfaction, and 4.9% to 


Jearn new skills. 


In Tasmania, the Volunteer Training Service (VTS) receives funds from the Department of 
Community and Ifealth Services to provide a Statewide training and support program. Auspiced 
by the Voluntecr Centre, che VIS offers services to groups and organisations which in turn 
service the aged, the disabled, and their carers, Regional workshops andl information sessions 
are provided, and a resource library is available. Mecliation is provided to assist with conflict 


arising between volunteers and organisations. 


VOLUNTEERS, FIELD OF VOLUNTARY SERVICE, 


Welfare/Community 
Health 

Emergency Senaces 
EducationTraining 
Religion 


Arts/Culture 


Other 
Total 


ihe total. 


schools throughout Tasmania. Parents attend 
with their children so that they are also involved 
in the cliscussions. 


Fertility Counselling and Family Planning is a 
Centacare service that specialises in promoting 
natural methods of family planning and health 
care. lt is popular with couples who seek natural 
rather than artificial methods of birth control. 


Accommodation? 
The Independent Family Accommedation and 
Support Program (IFAS) offers 7 independent 


TASMANIA 1994-95 


Environmental/Animal Welfare 


Total hours 
Persans orovided 


*B0G million Ar 


27.5 3.4 
26.3 3.9 
5.2 0.6 
5.9 1.0 
14.4 1.2 
14.5 2.8 
2.3 O.2 
1.7 od 
6.2 0.8 
79.0 12.8 


(aj As a voluntee can work ir more than one field, the 
figures for individual fields of valuntary wark will not add to 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 4447.0 


units, providing medium-term accommodation 
to single parents and their children. 


The organisation also provides 2 emergency 
accomumodation centres for families with 
financial and family problems: St Joseph’s in 
Taroona and Barton Lodge in Mowbray. 


They are staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Funding is partly provided through the 
Supported Accommodation Assistance Program 
{SAAP), 
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Adoption 

Cenzacare is also a registered adoption agency, 
the only private agency in Tasmania. The 
services offered include counselling for birth 
parent(s) and their families, assessing couples 
who have applied for adoption, foster care of 
infants prior to adoption, special needs adoption 
and the preparation of court documentation. In 
1996 six hahies were placed for adoption. 


‘raining 

The Willson Training Centre is part of 
Centacare’s Family Services. It provides training 
designed to mect the needs of industry. Training 
is provided to both the unemployed and ‘fee For 
service’ clients seeking to upgrade their skills. 
During 1996, 564 people were trained at the 
Willson Centre. The long-term unemployed are 
assisted through Centapact, a comprehensive 
case Management program operating 
throughout the Stace. 


The Salvation Army 


The Salvation Army provides a broad range of 
services to disadvantaged and needy people. In 
Tasmania, services are divided into 3 primary 
areas: family and community services, agecl care, 
rehabilitation services, employment ane training, 
and disaster and emergency relief. 


faniuly and community services 

The Salvation Army provides family support 
aimed at assisting clients to escape poverty traps 
and live independently. Support inclucles 
financial counselling, advocacy and life 
education (budgeting, cooking, dress and 
grooming, conflict resolution and recreational 
skills}. Intensive support services assist those 
with greater needs, such as the homeless 
amongst the disabled. In 1996 an average of 
1,000 individuals or farnilies a month sought 
help fram the Salvation Army's 3 main centres in 
Hobart. Launceston and Burnie. 


‘Vhroughout the State a varicty of 
accommodation services are provided. In 
Burnie, Oakleigh House and Court provide 
emergency shelter for men, women and tamilics. 
In Hobart, McComb House provides crisis 
accommodation for women and children. Hoste! 
accommadation for intellecrually disabled 
women is provided at the Flim Centre, while 
homeless men are accommodated in Salvation 
Army Supportive Housing. 


Red Shield Family Stores operate in Hobart, 
Launceston, Burnie, Devonport and Ulverstone. 


The nationwide recycling enterprise aims to 
provide free or low-cost clothing and household 
items to those in crisis. 


The Salvation Army also provides an opportunity 
for people to meet and form new friendships. 
The Companion Club organises activities locally 
to provide opportunities for people to develop 
new interests, frienciships and support. 


Aved care 

In recent years the community's focus has been 
to assist older pcople to remain in their own 
homes. The Salvation Army provides support 
through day care and outreach programs. 


Where supported accommodation is necessary, 
Tyler House in Kings Meadows provides a 
30-bed nursing home, a 24-bed hostel and 8 
indepenctent units. Levenbank in Ulverstane 
provides a 30-bed hostel and 13 independent 
units. In Hobart 10 hostel beds are provided at 
the Barrington Aged Care Unit, New Town and 
30 independent units at MacFarlane Court, 
Lenah Valley, 


Rebabilitation services 

The Salvation Army Bridge Programm adopts a 
community-based approach to support those 
with drug and alcohol-related problems. The 
Bricige team links a network of community 
services to meet each individual client's needs. 
The Bridge Centre in New Town provides 
residential treatment and tinks Outpatient and 
aftercare services. 


Employment and training 

Assistance is provided to the unemployed 
through unemployment relief and job creation 
schemes. Further services are provided for 
people with severe barriers to employment. The 
Salvation Army is accredited nationally by the 
Employment Services Regulatory Authority ta 
deliver casc management to people unemployed 
for over 12 months. In Tasmania the Salvo Job 
Team Program is located in New Town. 


Disaster-emergency retief 

The Salvation Army plays a key role in the 
nation’s clisaster plan, by providing food during 
emergency operations. Mobile emergency units 
cquipped with cooking facilities are located in 
Launceston, Hobart and Burnie ready to be 
transported to an emergency scene. 
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The Society of St Vincent de Paul 


This Seciety is a voluntary, non-profit, charitable 
organisation providing: 


® support to those in need of material (food, 
clothing, etc.}, financial, emouonal or spiritual 
help; 


e accommodation for homeless men, young 
- people, recent arrivals in the State 
(particularly refugees) and the aged; 


* assistance to intellectually disabled people 
through supported employment, life skills 
training and a halfway house: and 


« other general assistance, including help given 
through the secondhand shops, a home 
nursing service, meals on wheels, a child care 
centre, and an alcohol and drug dependency 
program. 


The primary work of Society members is visiting 
people in their awn homes. Where appropriate 
assistance may be given in the form of fond, 
clothing, furniture, advice or friendship. Visits 
are made on a regular basis to facilitate the 
friendship aspect of their service. During 
1995-96, 2,431 home visits were undertaken. 
Members of the Suciety also regularly visit public 
hospitals, nursing homes and Risdon Prison. 


St Vincent de Paul offers accommodation 
services for various types of disadvantaged 
groups. Bethlchem Housc, situated in North 
Hobart, provides accommodation, meals, health 
and welfare support for up to 43 men each 
night. The House receives operational funding 
through the Commoenweailth/State Supported 
Accommedation Assistance Program and the 
State Family Assistance Program. 


Another of the services offered by the Society is 
St Vincent Industries Recycling Centre, which 
provides training and employment for 30 
intellectually disabled people. The principal 
activities of the Supported Employment Centre 
are the collection and sorting of donations of 
clothing. The best items are given to needy 
families, while goodl items are sold in Society 
centres, 


Other charitable works undertaken by the 
Society include Loui's Van, which offers food 
and friendship on the streets of an evening, and 
Saturday Knights, which provides light evening 
meals to frail, aged and isolated people. The 


Society also organises camps and outings for 
children from disadvantaged familics, and social 
and recreational activities for prison inmates. 


The Hobart City Mission 
Established in 1632, the Hobart City Mission is 
the oldest independent mission in Australia. 


Programs 

The Family Assistance Program, staffed by 2 
full-time welfare officers, offers emergency relief 
and ongoing support to help break long-term 
dependency on the welfare system. Demand for 
the service is increasing as referrals from 
government and private organisations crow. 


The Crisis Accommodation Program aims to 
provide a haven for victims of violence. Shelter 
for women and children is available and for 
women with teenage sons, a situation most 
other centres are not able to provide. ‘The Nita 
Bradshaw Family Care Home offers long-term 
accommodation to ‘at-risk’ youth. 


The Employment Simulation Program provides a 
work environment to prepare long-term 
unemployed for the discipline of full-time work. 
Workers carry out furniture delivcrics and 
removals, gardening or waste rag preparation in 
a@ structured work environment. 


The Community Living Program aims to provide 
a home environment for pcople with intellectual! 
disabilities while developing life skills. In 1988 
the Mission was approached by Disability 
Services to participate in the 
deinstitutionalisation of residents of Willow 
Court. Accommodation is provided for 19 
people in homes throughout the community. 
The Lenah Valley Day Centre is currently being 
established to provide an opportunity for people 
with disabilities to learn new skills. 


funding 

The Mission also operates various programs to 
raise funcls, ancl provide a service for those in 
need. These tnclucle the Partridge Pot Cafe, 
Barrack Cottage and the Partricge Nest 
secondhand stores. Other initiatives include the 
‘Ring Home’ project ran in conjunction with 
Telstra on Mother’s Day and the annual August 
‘Sleepour’ organised to raise awareness of the 
plight of the homeless. 


—_ 
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Further reading 
Other statistical tables relating to this chapter are located in the Historical Series at the back of this book. 


ABS publications 

Austratian Social frends, 1995 (4102.05 

Austratian Women’s Year Book, 1995 (4124.0) 

Australia’s Young People, 1997 (4123.0) 

Child Care, Austratia, March £996 (4402.0) 

Disability, Ageing and Carers, Australia series (4430,.0-4439.0) 

Focus on Families series (4417 U-4425.0) 

Hiow Austrafians Use Their time —Selected findings from the 1992 Time Use Survey. Australia, 1994 
(4153.0) 

National Aboriginal and lorres Strait islander Survey: Detailed Findings, 1995 (4190.0) 
Persons Not in ibe Labour Force, Australia, September 1996 (6220.0) 

Social Report, Tasmania, 1997 (4101.6) 

Tasmanian Pamiltes, 1994 (4426.6) 

Tasmania's Youne People. 1993 (4123.6) 

Voluntary Wark, Australia, ine 1995 (4441.0) 

Women fr Australia, 7993 (4113.0) 


Other publications 

Anglicare Tasmania Incorporated, Anzual Keport 1996 

Department of Community and Health Services, ‘lasmania, Annual Report 1995-96 

Department of Social Security, DSS Clents: a Statistical Overview 1905, 1996 

Department of Social Security, Jrformation Henedbook. A Guide to Payments and Serutces 1997 
Glenorchy City Council, Armuel Report 1996 

Hobart City Mission, Annual Report 1906 

Salvation Army, Avznual Report 1096 

Sociery of St Vincent de Paul, Amiel Report 1995-96 
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Tourism encompasses all short-term travel away 
from the normal place of work and residence, 
including that undertaken for business and 
pleasure. It includes both domestic and 
international travel and involves the 
consumption of a wide range of goods and 
services provided by, for example, 
accommodation establishments, transport and 
tour operators, museums and historic sites, 
restaurants, travel agents and souvenir retailers. 


During 1996, 949,525 passengers (including 
‘Tasmanians returning home to the State) arrived 
in Tasmarua, an increase of 8.1% since 1994 and 
a 38.8% increase since 1990. Approximately 88% 
of passengers arrived by air and 12% by sea. Sea 
travel became less attractive, with passenger 
numbers decreasing from 1994 by 10.2% to 
115,486 in 1996. This trend may reverse with the 
Federal Government’s decision ta introduce the 
Bass Strait passenger subsidy (Seprember 1996). 


CHAPTER 14 


Tourism 


Commercial ventures 
conduct rafting tours 
down the North Esk 
River. Rafting is 
undertaken for —- 
pleasure and 
recreation, encourages 
team-building and 
fosters confidence. 


In the four menths from Seprember to 
December 1996 the number of vehicles carried 
by the Spiré of Taomania rose to 26,544, an 
increase of 3,481 on the same period in 1995. 
Passenger numbers increased by 3,927 to 82,962. 


The tourism sector continues to successfully 
market Tasmania as the ‘natural state’, 
promoting its accessible wilderness areas, clean 
air and water and quality foods, wines and crafts. 
The focus is on niche marketing rather than 
mass tourism and on establishing Tasmania as an 
increasingly popular destination for activilies 
such as bushwalking, visiting historic sites and 
villages, craft shopping, trout fishing, horse 
riding, golfing and cliving. 


The annual Tasmanian Tourism Awards, 
organised jointly by ‘lourism Tasmania and the 
the Tourism Council of Australia, recognise and 
encourage excellence in business practice within 
the tourism industry. Tour operator Tasmanian 
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was in visitors from Asia (excluding Japan) 
whose numbers rose from 6,200 in 1995 to 
11,300, However, Asian tourists still accounted 
for only 2.3% of all visitors to Tasmania in 1996. 


Wilderness Travel was a triple winner in 1997, 
receiving awards for general courism services, 
cour and transport operators (major), anc 
marketing and promotion. 


North Americans (18,400) were the most 
frequent international visitors followed by 
continental Europeans (13,700) and visitors from 
the British Isles (13,200). 


Visitors 

The total number of visitors to ‘Vasmania in 1996 
was 472,900, a figure coughiy equal to the State's 
population. Before the Port Arthur tragecly in April 1996, 
overall visitor numbers to Tasmania had grown 
by an average of 6% a year from 1992 to 1995, 
However, Tasmania’s summer of 1995-96 was 
the wettest on record and domestic growth in 


The largest number of visitors came from 
Victoria (192,100) followed by New South Walcs 
£111,100), the two major markets for ‘lasmania. 


International arrivals accounted for 14.1% of all 
visitors to the State in 1996. The biggest increase 


ee ARRIVALS IN FASMANIA 
— By air 
Interstate International By sea Total 
Year no. no. no. no, 
1986 B24 3242 10 136 95 139 629 617 
1987 526 517 9446 88 343 624 306 
1988 571 344 8625 101 572 681 541 
1989 449 487 & 489 118 646 576616 
1990 555 631 8629 120 004 684 264 
1991 625 366 5 897 131.375 762 638 
1992 652 092 4428 114 969 771489 
1993 694 244 5144 415381 814769 ~ 
1994 745 500 4 166 128 644 878 310 
1995 811 784 3982 116 869 932 635 
1996 831040 2999 115486 949.525 
Source: Tourism Tasmania — Tasmanian Visitor Survey 
ORIGIN OF VISITORS TO TASMANIA 
1993 1994 1995 1896 
Origin ofvisitors fay no, na. no. no. 
New South Wales 111 106 162 200 105 700 114 100 
Victoria 161 200 176 600 176 806 182 100 
Queenstand 37 500 42 400 52 400 45 400 
South Australia 24 800 32 900 32 200 28 400 
Western Australia 17 700 20 100 20 700 23 200 
Northern Territary 2 500 2 300 3 400 2 800 
Australian Capital Territory 16 800 14 600 14 900 13 200 
Total Australia 371 360 391 100 406 000 406 200 
British Isles 10 500 12 800 14 400 13 200 
North America 14 300 16 900 20 200 18 400 
Continental Europe 10 300 15 100 13 500 13 700 
New Zealand 6 700 7 800 12 000 ‘100 
Asia (incl, Japan} 5 100 9600 6200 41 300 
Other overseas 2 100 3 200 7 700 2 800 
Total overseas 49 700 65 306 74 500 66 700 
All adult visitors 421 006 456 400 480 500 472 900 


(a) Tasmanian Visitor Survey estimates do not include passengers on charter flights and crews 
of naval vessels. Cruise ship passengers are technically not visitors as most do iol stay 


overnight. 


Source: Tourism Tasmania — Tasmanian Visitor Survey 


1995 slowed to 4%. On the other hand, 
international arrivals were up 15%6 thal vear. 


After the Port Arthur tragecly, international 
visitor numbers fell in the three remaining 
quarters of 1996, for a total decline of about 
10%. Domestic visitors remained almost the 
same, with slight increases of 3% from Victoria 
and 3% from New South Wales. 


TOTAL ARRIVALS TO TASMANIA 
Adult visitors (6) 


Passenger arnvals (a} 


Year no. no. 
1988 681 500 365 300 
1990 684 300 366 600 
1991 762 600 404 706 
1992 771506 383 100 
1993 814 806 420 200 
1994 878 300 456 400 
1995 932 600 480 500 
1996 949 500 472 900 


(a) Includes children and those who don't stay one night, 
(b) Visitors who stay at least one night. 


Source: ABS catatogue no, 1303.6 and 
Tourism Tasmania — Tasmanian Visitor Survey 
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Visitor activities 


In 1996, a total of 70,000 people visited 
Tasmania on business and a further 18.900 
attended conferences or conventions. Sporting 
events, festivals and other special attractions 
drew anorher 31,700. 


The number of people visiting the State on 
holidays increased by 7,300 to 452,300. 


Historic sites maintained their position as the 
most popular attractions, drawing 55.9% of all 
visitors in 1996. The next mast popular activities 
were visiting craft shops, browsing at markets, 
visiting antique shops, viewing gardens, visiting 
casinos and touring museums. 


Bushwalking was also popular, with 139,500 
people engaging in walks of less than two hours. 
Growth activities included winery visits, 
caving/‘cave visits and trout angling. 


The single most popular destination was the 
Port Arthur Historic Site, which attracted 191,106 
visitors. Other major drawcards were Sullivan's 
Cove/Salamanea Place, Cataract Gorge, Craclle 
Mountain, Mt Wellington and the 
Feanklin-Gordon Wild Rivers. 


HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN TASMANIA 


Activ 
Visiting historic sites 
Visiting craft shops 
Browsing at markets 
Visiting antigué shops 
Visiting gardens 
Visiting museums 
Visiting casinos 
Bushwalking 
jess than 2 hrs 
? hrs to all day 
overnight or longer 
Rivér cruise (a} 
Visiting wineries 
Caving/visiting show caves 
Tracing family/pioneer history 
Boating/‘sailing 
Theatre‘pertorming arts 
Scenic flight 
A\WDy/recreational vehicle 
Trout angling 
Rafting 


Canoeing/sea kayaking 


1993 
nda. 


260 600 
226 200 
196 600 
141 900 
133 500 
150 700 
130 500 


138 500 
65 7G0 
13 200 

112 000 
49 300 
53 900 
27 800 
21900 
21 500 
16 000 
16 400 
13 900 

4 600 
5 100 


1994 1995 1996 
rd. no. no. 

2865 600 272 900 264 400 
258 300 261 900 253 G00 
220 000 220 500 202 900 
155 206 1495 000 147 106 
152 400 148 000 145 200 
168 900 144 600 140 900 
137 400 141 700 430 000 
161 600 140 300 139 500 
76 700 Ff? 400 86 100 
13 200 14 906 47 500 
122 800 131 200 124 800 
54 300 55 300 63 800 
af 100 49 000 53 400 
26 500 24 000 25 100 
26 500 23 300 24 600 
26 500 23 100 23 200 
18 700 16 800 15 600 
24 900 1b 400 15 100 
14 600 13 000 13 7O0 
3 700 4300 3 800 

2 300 1 300 2 400 


fa} Includes Gordon River eruise. 


Source: Tourism Tasmania —- Tasmanian visitor Survey 
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Visitor spending and iength of stay 


Visitors co ‘lasmania spent $568m in the State in Short stay packages were increasingly popular 

1996, a per capita outlay of $1,200. OF this during 1996, with the number of visitors staying 

amount, $198m was spent on accommodation between one and theee nights rising by 10,800. 

and $133m on transport. The average length of stay for visitors was 9.7 
nights. 


ADULT VISITORS, SPENDING AND LENGTH OF STAY, TASMANIA 


aos Unit 1993 1994 1995 1996 
Spending 
Accommodation $000 147 000 168 000 204 900 198 000 
Transport $'000 &1 000 92 000 129 900 133 000 
Other $000 277 O00 192 000 245 000 237 000 
Total $000 405 006 452 000 578 000 568 000 
Per capita S 960 990) 1200 1 200 
Length of stay per wsitor 
1 to 3 nights 10. 106 900 126 000 123 500 134 300 
4 to 7¢ nights no. 425 900 147 9600 156 200 152 700 
8 to 14 nights ne. 124 400 134 200 139 300 128 200 
15 to 30 nights na. 48 400 37 400 45 600 43 000 
31 nights and over no. 11 4006 11 O00 15 900 14 700 
Average length of stay no. of nights 10.3 9.3 99 9.7 


Source: Tourism Tasmania .. Tasmanian Visitor Survey 


PLACES VISITED IN TASMANIA 


1993 1954 1995 1596 
Places visited woe no. no. no. rid. 
World Hentage Areas 
Cradle Mountain 120 400 130 500 134 100 13 100 
Franklin-Gardon Wild Rivers National Park &6 700 113 200 118 200 109 700 
Gordor River ra. 102 200 103 300 94 100 
Lake St Clair 73 700 Fi 700 73 500 73 800 
Hartz Mountains National Park 18 100 23 300 24 500 22 200 
Lake Pedder/Strathgordon 21 900 19 600 21 100 1s 400 
Walls of Jerusalem National Park 44 800 11.900 16 100 10 400 
Southwest National Park 6 300 ? 800 7 200 8 500 
National Parks and Other Reserves 
Cataract Gorge 157 900 178 300 165 800 162 200 
Mt Wellington 132 600 140 600 141 300 124 400 
Coles Bay/Freycinet Peninsula 63 200 73 500 78 800 81 B00 
Mt Field National Park 54 700 58 400 64 400 64 500 
Abel Tasman Forest Reserve 7 600 9 700 21106 23 600 
Liffey Falls 14 700 19.800 23 500 21 800 
Douglas-Apstey National Park ra. 9 700 16 800 18 900 
Asbestos Range National Park 8000 10 900 9 100 9500 
Maria Island National Park § 400 7 600 8600 8000 
Mount Willam National Park 10 000 5 100 5 800 4300 
Other Areas 
Port Arthur Historic Site 170 000 184 000 209 500 191 100 
Sullivan’s Cove/Salamanca Place 191 900 162 100 177 800 166 900 
Hobart Botanical Gardens 89 600 33 900 87 000 81 800 
Central Highlands’Great Lake 40 600 40 800 4? 300 37 800 
Mole Creek Caves 29 500 34 100 33 600 34 000 
Hastings Caves 32 206 26 900 27 400 25 500 
Bruny Island 15 500 16 400 18 300 25 500 


Source: Tourism Tasmania — Tasmanian Visitar Survey 
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PURPOSE OF TASMANIAN VISIT 


Purpose 


Touring and sightseeing. 

Visit friends or reiatives 

Conventian, conference and seminar 
Business or employment 

Sporting event 

Special event or festival 

Other 

Total 


Intrastate travel 

‘Vasmanians travelling within Tasmanian 
continue to make an important contribution to 
the tourism incustry. 


In 1995, Tasmanians undertook 2.4 million trips 
within the State, spending 6.2 million nights 
away from home. 


Between 1993 and 1995, their expenditure per 
night rose by 9% to $47 and expenditure per trip 
by 12% to $119. The share of business trips 
increased from 14% to 18%, a rise reflected in 
the increased use of hotel/‘motel 
accommodation. 


INTRASTATE TRAVEL, TASMANIA 


No.of trips No. of nigits Spending 

‘Ooo ‘O00 sm 

1990 2 568 6 741 312 
1991 2771 7 406 324 
1992 2 ART 5 998 258 
1993 3 040 7525 321 
1995 2 419 6 183 289 


Source, Tounsmn Tasmania --- intrastate Travel Survey 


ACCOMMODATION CAPACITY, TASMANIA 


At December 


1985 41996 
Hotel rooms with private facilities 3 566 2532 
Matel roams 1937 2072 
Holiday units 830 861 
Caravan park sites, cabins 6 440 6 500 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 8635.6 


421 000 
source: Tourism Tasmania — Tasmanian visitor Survey 


1993 1994 1995 «1996 
ne. ne. ne. 10. 
189 900 271 BOO 227 800 219 400 
114 900 112 300 117 200 132 900 
29 000 27 400 29 300 18 500 
53 000 63 900 87 300 70 000 
40 500 11 400 16 800 7 100 
4600 6 BGO 4 306 6 600 
19 400 12 800 18 300 18 G00 
456 400 480500 472 900 


Accommodation 


Since 1993 the number of motel rooms has 
grown by 13.1%, while the number of horel 
rooms with facilities has increased by only 0.6%. 
However, both have had reduced growth in the 
past few years. Holiday units numbered 816 in 
1994, grew to 830 in 1995 and increased further 
to 861 in 1996, Caravan park site and cabin 
accommodation experienced strong growth 
from 1993 to 1994, rising to 6953 units, but fel] 
to 6500 units in 1996. 


The March quarter is the peak occupancy period 
for hetels and motels. The annual room 


occupancy rate for hotels and motels increased — 


from 50.7% in 1993 co 54.0% in 1994, was similar 
in J995 but fell to 31.8% in 1996, 


ACCOMMODATION OCCUPANCY RATES, 


TASMANIA 

Hatel and Caravan aark 

motel rooms Holiday units Sites 

Year % oa ES 
1986 52.6 56.3 22,1 
1987 50.0 52.9 20.6 
1988 46.5 51.9 20.2 
1989 45.5 52.8 211 
1990 48.5 56.8 22.1 
1991 48.9 34.2 20.6 
1992 51.2 50.2 ia) 25.1 
1993 50.7 53.4 30,7 
1994 54.0 54.8 30.1 
1995 53.9 52.0 32.7 
1896 51.8 48.9 33.5 


(a) From September quarter 1992, the treatment for 
permanently reserved caravan pares has been changed. Total 
Site occupancy rates for caravan parks fror. September 
quarter 1992 are not comparakie with those of previous years. 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 8635.6 
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1997 TASMANIAN TOURISM AWARDS: WINNERS 


Major Tourist Attractions—Cadbten! Chocolate Tours 

Significant Regional Attractions—Forest and Heritage Centre, Geevesion 
Major Festivals and Special Events—Ag/fest 

Significant Regional Festivals ancl Special Events—Suncoasi Jazz Festival 
Environmental Tourism = fLemonthyme Lodge 

Heritage and Cultural Tourism—Woolmers Estate, Longford 

General Tournsm Services—Tasmanian Wilderness Travel 

Meetings Industry—Country Club Casino 

‘Yourism Retailine—Sanley Craft Shop 

Tour and Transport Operators (Majorj—Tasmanian Wilderness Travet 
Tour and ‘Transport Operators (Significant)—Par Avion Wilderness Tours 
Taurism Associations---West North West Tourism Association 

Tourism Marketing and Promotional Campaigns—Tasmanian Wilderness Travel 
Industry Training (Private Sector} Novoted, Launceston 

Industry Education—Orysdale frastitute of TAPE 

Tourism Restaurants —Voorifla fstate 

Wineries—iartziviet: 

‘Tourism Development Projects—The Boardwaik, Wrest Point Hoiel Casino 
Hosted Accommodation—Arcoona, Defloraine 


Motel/Hotel Budget Accommodation—Vountain View Country iin, Deloraine 


Unique Accommodation—rhe Lodge on Elizabeth, Hobart 


Superior Accommodation—The Strahan Village 


Outstanding Contribution By An Individual Tourist Industry Employee (State Award)|—Anty 
lLimbrick , Wrest Poivt Hotel Casino 


Premier Tourist Town (State Award)—Yeloraine 
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Tourism and the economy 


Preliminary results from a L997 study by the 
University of ‘lasmania’s Centre for Regional 
Economic Analysis (CREA) showed that the 
contribution of Tasmanian rourism to the State's 
Gross State Product (GSP) and its employment 
continues to increase. 


CREA based its study on an analysis of the 
economic impact of travel expenditure in 1995 
and compared the resulis with the results ofa 
similar study of 1992. The contribution to GSP 
increased from 7% ($530m) in 1992 to 9% 
($735m) in 1995. 


Of the $735m contributed in 1995, $248m came 
from Tasmanians, $409m came from interstate 
visitors and $77m from overseas visitors. 


Special events 


Tasmania's calendar of special events extencls 
aver the whole year, and includes international, 
national, State and local sporting events, 
agnicultural shows and floral festivals as well as 
craft, food, wine and entertainment 
exiravaganzas. 


‘The Syciney--Hobart Yacht Race, which 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 1994, attracts 
yachts from throughout Australia and overseas 
as an internationally-recognised bluc water 
ocean racing classic. 


For the 1,000 men and women who sail through 
Sydney Heads cach Boxing Day and head south, 
the 630-nautical-mile journey provides an 
enormous challenge. The reward is to be safely 


inside Hobart’s Constitution Dock for reunions 
with friends, New Year’s Eve celebrations and 
the city’s enticing Taste of Tasmania Festival. 


Jobs in tourism increased from 16,650 in 1992 to 
18,700 in 1995, an increase of 12.4%. 


Wooden Boat Festival 


The Australian Wooden Boat Festival, which occurs biennially in November, provides 
Tasmanian ancl interstate wooden boat owners with an opportunity to exhibit their craft and 
maritime skills around Hobart’s waterfront. 


Visitors ta the Festival view demonstrations of age-old and contemporary maritime working 
skills such as steam bending, adzing and craypot making, as well as music and theatrical 
perfermances celebrating Tasmania’s seafaring heritage. Throughout the Festival there are 
bands, choirs, folk groups, buskers and wandering minstrels, culminating in an evening of 
waterfront entertainment. Food stalls sell a variety of products including a wide array of 
Tasmanian produce. 


The inaugural Austrafian Wooden Boat Festival, which was held on Hobart’s historic waterfront 
in 1994, attracted an estimated 40,000 people. It prompted the visit of the Endeavour to 
Tasmania and 200 entries from 4 States, andl New Caledonia. 


‘The second Australian Wooden Boat Festival in 1996 was significantly expanded in terms of 
entries, exhibitions and displavs, entertainment and other attractions. Over 200 entries ranged 
from dinghies and punts to tall ships. 


The success of the Australian Wooden Boat Festival results from the interest of ‘Tasmanians in 
their maritime heritage, innovation within the Festival, State Government support, and the 
family appeal of the event. 


188 Tasmanian Year Book 1998 


The week-long Taste of Tasmania is included in 
the Hobart Summer Festival, which isa month of 
diverse cultural activities held across the 
southern region. ‘The ‘Taste of Tasmania features 
65 stallholders cooking up a storm showcasing 
Tasmania's gourmet food ancl wine. [t coincides 
with che finish of che Sydney—Hobart Yacht Race 
and the waterfront festivities of the New Year's 
Eve celebrations. 


Three other blue-water ocean races originate 
from Melbourne with the destinations of Hobart, 
Devonport and Stanley. 


The Three Peaks Race, an annual competitive 
endurance running and yachting event, starts at 
Beaury Point near Launceston on Good Friday. It 
involves fleet calls to Flinders Island, Freycinet 
Peninsula on the East Coast and Hobart, with 
runners required to scale 3 mountain peaks en 
route. 


Targa Tasmania is an intensive 6 day, 2,000 km 
international standard! rally around the island for 
a maximum field of 280 classic, modern and 
‘thoroughbred’ cars. Tasmania’s highways and 
mountain and country roads are closed to all but 
the competitors during the special Targa stages, 
allowing vehicles to be driven as they were 
designed to be driven. 


The Craclle to Coast race each March involves 
teams of competitors running, paddling and 
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cycling from Cradle Mountain through 
Tasmania's Worid Heritage Area to Coles Bay an 
the East Coast. During late winter a similar 
event, the Winter Challenge, with the addition of 
a snow-skiing leg starts fram Mc Field National 
Park with a finish in Hobart. 


The Your of Tasmania is a 6-day competitive 
international road cycling event. It continues che 
rich history of cycling in Tasmania, the first Tour 
of Tasmania being staged in 1930 and won by 
the late Sir Hubert Opperman. 


The Tasmanian Trout Fishing Championships 
held each Novermnher attract some of the 
country's best anglers to the lakes and streams 
of Tasmania's highlands. 


A series of floral festivals and exhibitions are held 
throughour the State from September to May. 
These include floral shows, commercial 
ventures, public and private gardens. The beauty 
of Tasmania's native plants and blooms is 
evident in national parks and reserves. 


On the first weekend in November, Delovaine, in 
the Meander Valley, hosts the largest working 
craft fair in Australia, the Tasmanian Craft Fair. 
The Fair showcases Tasmania's finest crafts and 
crafts-pcople and reinforces the national ang 
international reputation for quality and unique 
design. 


Centre for Regional Economic Analysis, Tbe Contribution of Tourism to the Tasmanian Economy in 
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Tasmania—Develapment and Resources 


Photo: The txaminer 


Drought conditions eased i 1996, the, 
unseasonably wet wearher early in that year 
caused severe disruption of some Tasmanian 
fruit and vegetable crops. 


Heavy rains and hailstones in January and 
February 1996 affected apple and stone fruit 
crops. There was poor setting of apple fruit at 
critical times resulting in lower production of 
certain varieties. Although apples were plentiful 
in certain areas, their quality was low and their 
capacity to remain in storage was reduced. 


Some vegetable growers also recorded lower 
production due to rain, hailstorms and frost. 
These included beans and potatoes where yields 
dropped significantly. Whilst some green pea 
and onion crops were also affected, production 
generally returned to pre-1995 drought levels. 


The Tasmanian honey industry suffered 
considerable losses in production in 1995-96 


CHAPTER 15 


Agriculture 


A toudler seeing eye 
to eye with a 
southdewn sheep at 
the 1996 Royal 
Launceston Show, 
which attracted 
35,800 visitors, 


because of adverse weather. Cold and wet 
weather reduced flowering and was also 
expected to impact on craps which rely on bees 
for pollination. 


The easing of drought conditions and the wetter 
than usual summer ancl auturnn resulted in an 
extended but disrupted hay cutting season. 
Total pasture cut for hay increased significantly 
in 1995-96 over the drought affected 1995 
season. 


‘Trade opportunities continued to develop for 
Tasmanian farmers. Following the apple 
industry's efforts to promote a disease free 
status, markets in China andl Japan started to 
open up. Tasmanian catile farmers continued to 
gain access to the compctitive markets of South 
East Asia. However, in 1995-96, export prices 
became less favourable for Tasmanian farmers. A 
world oversupply of onions and declining 
consumer corfidence in beef following an 
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outbreak of mad cow disease in Great Britain 
and an incidence of high bacteria leveis found in 
beef in Japan depressed export prices for these 
commadities. Wool prices remain depressed. 


A range of smail developing industries including 
olives, alpacas, pyrethrum, saffron and poppies 
promise future growth. The viticulture industry 
in Tasmania continues to produce low volume 
but high quality table wines, and despite rain 
delaying the picking season, expansion is 
expected to continue. The value of the oil poppy 
crop continues to grow to the extent that it is 
now one of the State's most valuable commercial 
crops. 


Farm finances 


The annual Agricultural Finance Survey (AFS) 
collects information from farm businesses about 
their financial operations. Typically, data is 
collected about turnover, expenditure, value 
added, cash operating surplus, value of selected 
assets, capital expenditure, indebtectness and net 
worth of farm businesses. Each of these items is 
classified by 13 agricultural industries for each 
State and Australia. Information from the AFS 
can be used for the financial analysis of 
agriculture, and can be compared with financial 
information collectect from other economic 
SECLOMS. 


PROFIT MARGINS FOR FARM BUSINESSES, 
TASMANIA 


Retrr or farm 
Profit margin operating costs 
fey a, 


1990-91 16.7 19.4 
1991-92 14.4 16.3 
1992-93 14.7 16.9 
1993-94 16.1 18.8 
1994-95 17.1 20.3 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 7507.0 


Turnover 


In 1994-95, Tasmanian farm businesses 
generated $570.6m in turnover from sales of 
crops, livestock, livestock products and other 
miscellaneous income such as land rent. 
Turnover in 1994-95 was down by 4.4% on 
1993-94, following a subscantial fall in the 
proceeds from livestock sales. Prices of meat 
cattle for slaughter fell during 1994-95 and 
sheep prices stayed down. The average turnover 
per Tasmanian farm business in 1994-95 was 
$185,400, the lowesc of any State, and $33,800 
below the Australian average. Preliminary 
estimates for 1995-96 showed considerable 
improvement in farm finances; turnover was 
estimated at $706.4m, an increase of 23.8%, 
following increases in the proceeds from sales of 
Crops. 


The principal Tasmanian agricultural! industries, 
in terms Of turnover, were vegctable growing 


Definition of terms 


TURNOVER is the sum of all proceeds received by farm businesses in the year, for example: proceeds 
from sales of crops; livestock; livestock products and miscellaneous income items. 


CASH OPERATING SURPLUS is obtained by deducting expenses from ‘TURNOVER. These expenses 
include payments for fertilisers, seed, livestock, electricity, fucl, rates and taxes (other than income 
and company tax), wages and salaries, intercst payments and rent. 


PROFIT MARGIN is the ratio of CASH OPERATING SURPLUS to TURNOVER, expressed as a percentage, 


in effect, it represents the proportion of each dollar of turnever which converts into cash operating 


surplus, 


RETURN ON FARM OPERATING COSTS is calculated by clividing cash operating surplus by operating 
costs. Farm operating costs are the sum of purchases and selected expenses plus rates and taxes plus 
insurance payments plus other expenses plus wages and salaries and supplements plus interest paid 


plus land rent paid. 
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Aggregates ; Averages | 

1993-93 1904-95 1995-96p 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96) 

ae eee $m $m sm $'000 3000 $000 
Turnayer 396.7 570.6 706.4 189.5 185.4 nya. 
Purchases and selected exoenses 352.3 320.4 394.3 111.9 104.1 TYy.a. 
Value added (a) 247.2 243.8 r.y.a. 73.5 79.2 nya. 
Cash operating surplus (bi 95.9 97.8 127.0 30.5 31s ny. 
Net capital expenditure 54.7 41.6 nya, 17.4 43.5 r.y.a, 
Value of assets 2 885.7 34109 FLY 916.4 783.3 nWd. 
Gross indebtedness 480.5 462.1 n.¥.d. 152.6 150.1 nya. 
Net worth 2 405.2 1548.7 ny.d. 763.8 633.1 nya, 


ia) Includes estimate for increase in the value of livestock. (b} Excludes estimate for increase in value of Investocs. 


Source; ABS catalogue ne. 7507.0 


($121.5m or 21.3% of total turnover) and 
dairying ($120.7m or 21.2% of total turnover. 
Both industries are predominantly found along 
the north-west Coast of Tasmania. 


In 1994-95, the median turnover for Tasmanian 
farm businesses was $98,300 (half of the 
businesses made less than this amount and half 
made more). The median turnover for all farm 
businesses for Australia was $125,100, an 
indication that Tasmanian farming operations 
are significantly smaller than elsewhere in 
Australia. This in part accounts for the lower 
performance ratios. In 1994-95, an estimated 
530 Tasmanian farm businesses hac a turnover 
of $300,000 or more. They accounted for 53.4% 
of all turnover generated, 44.8% of farm business 
cash operating surplus and 54.6% of farm debt. 
In 1994-95, almost 17.0% of Tasmanian farm 
businesses made a cash operating loss, and an 
estimated 9.0% mace cash operating surpluses 
of $100,000 or more. 


Financial performance of Tasmanian 
farm businesses 

Performance ratios indicate that Tasmania’s 
agricultural industry is the lowest performing of 
any State. In 1994-95, Tasmanian farm 
businesses had a profit margin of 17.1%. This 
meant that for every dollar of turnover made, 
17.1 cents of cash operating surplus was created. 


Sales from crops 

Sales from livestock 

Sales from livestock products 
Turnover 

Purchases ard seiected expenses 
Cash operating surplus 


in 1994-95, the only Strate with a lower farm 
business profit margin was New South Wales 
where farming was severely affected by drought. 


Tasmania’s two main agricultural industries ¢in 
terms of turnover) were vegetables and dairying. 
They had a profit margin of 22.4% and 17.4% 
respectively, in 1994-95. 


Tasmanian farm businesses, return on operating 
costs in 1994-95 was 20.3%, i.e. for every dollar 
of farm operating costs incurred, farm 
businesses made 20.3 cents of cash operating 
surplus. The Australian average was 25.4%; only_ 
the drought ravayed farms of New South Wales 
had a lower rate of return (16.5%). Tasmanian 
farmers achieved a return on assets of 3.7% in 
1994-95; the Australian average was 4.1%. 


‘Tasmanian farm businesses had a debt to asset 
ratio of 1:5.2. In other words, every dollar of 
farm debt was backed by $5.20 of assets. This 
was the lowest debt ta asset ratio in the past six 
years. The Australian farm debt to asset ratio was 
1:67 


SELECTED FINANCIAL STATISTICS, TASMANIA _ 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 7506.0 


1993-94 1994-95 1995 SGp 
$m $m $m 
197.7 193.2 307.7 
175.5 124.8 153.6 
176.6 201.6 171.9 
595.7 570.6 706.4 
352.3 320.4 394.3 
95.9 97.8 12.0 
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Land use 


Structure of the agricultural sector 
in Tasmania 


There were 4,640 agricultural csctablishments 
operating in Tasmania in 1995-96, This was 
slightly more than the previous year as more 
farmers moved back into vegetables, grains, 
dairving and sheep farming after the easing af 
drought conditions. 


Beef cattle farming remained the most commen 
farming activity, with 25.2% of farmers reporting 
beef as cheir main activity. A further 11.7% of 


The viticulture industry has continued to expand 
in Tasmania. In the 1995-96 season there were 
68 farmers primarily involved in viticulcure, an 
increase of 134.5% over the last five seasons. 
There were a further 16 farmers who grew some 
grapes as a sideline to their main farming activity. 


A small number of producers accounted for 
much of Tasmania’s agricultural output. For 
example: 


farmers combined beef with sheep and/or grain 


as their primary farming activity. Just under 70% « Barley: 4.0% of growers grew 23.1% of 

of all farmers in Tasmania had some beef cattle Tasmania's barley crop; 

on theie property. « Beef: 3.4% of beef cattle farmers accounted 
; ae for 27.3% of Tasmania’s meat cattle herd; 
Sheep farming was the next most common 

activity, with 13.7% of farms running sheep as « Dairy: 9.9% of dairy farmers accounted for 
their main activity. As with beef cattle, sheep 25.1% of Tasmania's dairy herd; and 

were popular amongst other farmers, with 43.4% s Sheep: 6.7% of sheep farmers accounted for 


of all farmers having some sheep. 42.6% of Tasmania’s sheep flock. 
Just under 13.3% of farmers in Tasmania grew 


recetables as their primary activity. 
a Dae In 1995-96, 19.9% of Tasmanian farmers ran 


dairy cattle which was a considerable fall frag 20 
years earlier when around 40.0% of agricultural 
establishments had cattle for milk. 


The number of farmers involved with specialised 
livestock such as alpacas and emus has been 
rapidly increasing over recent years. In the last 
five seasons, these farmers have more than 
doubled in number, but still account for only 
1.9% of all farmers. 


Farming activity occupicd 1,948,800 hectares, or 
juse under one third of che total area of Tasmania. 


COMPARISON OF TASMANIAN AGRICULTURE WITH AUSTRALIA 


Tasmania 1995-86 


AvSstratian Percentage of Rank arnorngst 

: productoen Tasmanian total Australian all States and 

Camrmeodity Unit 1995 96 production production Territories 
Grapes Tonnes 1089 845.9 1 988.6 6.2 6 
Apples tonnes 280 146 364.0 52 398 161.0 18.7 3 
Cereal crops for grain tonnes 27 568 681.4 87 668.0 0.2 6 
Hops tannes 2618.0 t 930.2 73.7 1 
Potatoes tannes 1 308 099.4 302 054.8 23.1 2 
Green peas tonnes 80 763.4 635 671.0 81.3 t 
Onions (white and brawn} tonnes 244 484.1 91 119.2 37.3 t 
All orchard trees (inclucing nuts) hectares 113 740.2 3 208.1 2.8 6 
Yegetables for human consumption hectares 131 421.3 19 793.2 15.1 4 
Sheep and lambs qumber 121116 O63 3 862 328 3.2 6 
Dairy cattle jumber 2? 808 028 196 6198 7.0 4 
Beet cattle number 23 569 377 521 002 2.2 7 
Pigs number 2526 412 26 449 1.0 6 
Deer number 136 227 16 929 12.4 4 
Total area of farm holdings hectares 465 220 900.0 1948 754.6 0.4 _ F 


Source: ABS unpublished data 
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Agriculture and Soils in Tasmania 


Fertility 


| Despire usually having a moderate organic 
matter content, Tasmanian soils in their 
native state are not inherently fertite for 
productive agriculture. Phosphorus and 
molybdenum arc commonly deficient, while 
soil acidity can limit the growth of some 
plants. As in most of agricultural Australia, 
superphosphate has been widely used in 
Tasmania and, as in many areas with high 
rainfall and acid soils, molybdenum and lime 
have periodically heen added. 


The establishment of improved clover with 
grass pastures on many soils has increased 
soil nitrogen, Many soils in Tasmania's 
agricultural areas are low in potassium, so 
potash fertilisers are commonly used, 
particularly where rainfall is high or 
production and crop removal is intensive 
(e.g. dairy farming and vegetable cropping). 


While initial soil fertility at the time of white 
settlement is largely unknown, it appears 
that the majority of soils have probably 
increased or maintained their fertility since 
the introduction of the fertiliser and cultural 
practices just described. 


Unlike many other acidic soi] areas in 
Australia, liming has been common in 
Tasmania, often to increase soil pH above its 
natural level. Lime is widely available and 
therefore relatively cheap to transport. Many 
crops grown in Tasmania respond to lime, 
including onions, poppies and barley. 


Structure 


Some soils, particularly the ferrosols (the rec 
soils of the north-west and north-east, 
previously known as krasnozems) are of 
world-class quality because of their free 
drainage and yood stnucture, but they can be 
easily degraded by compaction and water 
erosion. 


Areas rated as potentially suscepthle to 
severe soil-structure decline are those 
primarily used for vegetable cropping. Areas 
rated as moderate are those uscd for 
frequent cropping or forestry operations, 


and che remainder of the State’s private land, 
which is mainly used for pasture, is shown as 
having little or no soil structure decline 
hazard. 


Soil acidity 


‘There are a numher of reasons why 
acidification of Tasmanian sails coes not 
appear to be as rapid as elsewhere in 
southern Australia. Firstly, Tasmanian sails 
are alreacty naturally acidic. Secondly, the 
generally moderate organic-matter in 
Tasmanian soils buffers them more against 
pH change. Thirdly, Tasmanian pastures 
generally contain a perennial grass that helps 
to restrict the loss of soil nitrate through 
leaching, a mechanism generally held to 
contribute to acidification in other parts of 
Australia. 


Salinity 

Apart from the Tamar Valley, King Island and 
Flinders Island, salinity is restricted to land 
systems with annual rainfall less than 750 
mm and Jand systems cleared for grazing and 
infrequent cropping. Confirmed saline areas 
are therefore less than 1% of the total 
agricultural area of ‘Tasmania. ‘This is a 
relatively small problem compared with 
mainland states such as Victoria, South 
Australia and Western Australia. 


Water erosion 


e There has been no complete assessment 
of the extent, severity and rate of sail 
erosion in Tasmania. Areas of cancern are: 


» the red basalt soils of the north-west; 


e the shallow soils on dolerite hills in the 
Midlands and Dernvent Valley, where the 
north-facing slopes are denuded of 
vegetation in the summer and are then 
susceptible to sheet and rill erosion; and 

» the soils derived from sandstone and 
mudstone in south-eastern and northern 
Tasmania; these have unscable subsoils 
conducive to both tunnel and gully 
erosion. 


(Based on information in the Sate of the 
Environment, Tasmania.) 
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Crops 


just under 4% of Tasmania’s agricultural land is 
used for cropping. Unlike mainiancl States, most 
of Tasmania's crops are smaller area intensive 
crops such as fruit and vegetables rather than 
broadacre crops such as wheat and barley. For 
instance, Tasmania is the smallest producer of 
cereals, growing less than 1% of Australia’s 
cereals for grain. However, Tasmania is rankecl 
third and second respectively among all States in 
terms of apple and potato production, 


Cereals 

Barley is the largest broadacre crop in Tasmania. 
In 1995-96, just under 38,500 tonnes of barley 
for grain were produced from 14,000 hectares. 
Just over 68% of barley was grown in the 


Northern Statistical Division (SD), mainly around 
the Northern Midlands and Meander Valley 
municipalities. 


Oats (18,400 tonnes), triticale (6,700 tonnes} 
and wheat (4,900 tonnes) are the other main 
cereals grown for grain in Tasmania. 


Hay 


In 1995-96, there was a big increase in the 
amount of hay cut as growing conditions 
improved after a few seasons of drought. 
Pasture cut for hay increased by 46% to 267,400 
tonnes, with a further 10,500 tonnes coming 
from cereals cut for hav. 


PRODUCTION OF PRINCIPAL CRGPS, TASMANIA 


1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 
Crops eee t t t 
Potatoes 291 423 205 738 302 035 
Pastures cut for hay 229 272 183 479 267 428 
Orians 70 709 73 537 91119 
Peas, Breen (pod wetght) 7? 855 37 946 65 671 
Apples 54 954 57 050 52 398 
Barley for grain 40 755 27 073 38 463 
Carrots 19 422 21 546 21 256 
Oats for grain 12 744 11 287 18 445 -_ 
Beans, french and runner 7 698 8 462 9453 
Wheat for grain 5 321 2 769 4067 
_Grapes 1125 2201 _s1989 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 7114.6 
GROSS VALUE OF CROPS, TASMANIA 
1993. 94 1994-95 1995-96 p 
Crops fal Sm sm $m 
Barley for grain 6.1 6.1 9.3 
Gats for Brain 15 2.5 3.4 
Wheat for grain o.9 07 1.0 
Apples 33.2 42.8 34.8 
Pears (exctuding nashi} CL? 0.6 0.6 
Apricots o.4 0.8 0.4 
Cherries a2 0.8 14 
Raspberries a5 O.7 0.5 
Grapes 17 42 a7 
Beans, french and runner 2.6 3.6 AT 
Peas, green 10.6 12.1 9.9 
Potatoes 60.5 52.2 62.6 
Carrots 3.4 4.8 46 
Onions 19.2 16.8 19.9 
Other vegetables for human consumption 18.7 20.3 28.7 
Pastures and grasses cut for hay 23.6 20.6 275 
Pasture seed [b) 2.4 4.2 17 
Other crops 65.6 65.0 82.7 
Total 251.5 255.5 301.7 


Source: 405 catalogue nce. 7114.6 and unpublished data 


Vegetabies 


Potatoes, onions and green peas are Tasmania's 
most important vegetable crops; together they 
accounted for 78% of the total area of vegetables 
plantec. 


Potatoes 


The estimated value of Tasmania's potato crop 


‘for 1995-96 scason was $62.6m, making 


potatoes the single mast valuable crop grown in 
Tasmania. 


In 1995-96, the production of potatoes 
increased by 18% to 302,000 tonnes. Almost 
three-quarters of the crop was grown in a wide 
strip along the north-west coast from the 
Circular Head municipality, through to the 
Northern Micilands municipality south of 
Launceston, together with sections of the Dorset 
municipality in the north-ease. 


Since 1991, Tasmanian potato growers have 
largely abandoned insecticides in their fight 
against the potato moth, instead favouring 
release of bic-control wasps. 


POTATOES, TASMANIA 


Area Production Value 

ha. ‘O00 t $m 

1991-92 5 967 250 52 
1992-93 & 116 270 34 
1993-94 6 863 291 61 
1994-95 6 068 256 52 
1995-96 7.565 302 p63 


Source: ABS catatogue no, 7174.6 


Onions 


‘Tasmania’s production of onions has increased 
by almost 29% over the last three years. In 
1995-96, 91,100 tonnes of white and brown 
onions were harvested, much of this being 
exported. The cop eight nations chat Tasmania 
exported onions to were, in order, Germany, 
Japan, United Kingdom, Malaysia, Republic of 
Korea, Hong Kong, France and the Netherlancls. 


Green peas 


In 1995-96, Tasmania produced 65,700 tonnes 
of green peas. But only 257 tonnes were sold as 
fresh produce, most of the peas grown are sold 
to processors and end up as frozen or tinned 
peas. Tasmania produced just over 82% of 
Australia’s green peas for processing. 
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Apples 


By far the nvost important fruit crop in Tasmania 
is apples, especially in the south of the State. In 
1995-96, Tasmanian farmers produced $2,400 
tonnes of appies. 


The five most common varieties of apples grown 
in 1995-96 in Tasmania were: 


« Red delicious (24,539 1) 

« Golden delicious (88810 
e Democrat (4,128 t) 

© Fuji 3,619) 


»« Granny smith (2,995 2 


Just under three-quarters (74.6%) of all apples 
produced in Tasmania come from the Huon 
Valley municipality. Growers in the Huon Valley 
producecl 39,100 tonnes of apples, which was 
more (han that grown in either Western Australia 
(38,200 tonnes}, Queensland (28,400 tonnes) or 
South Australia (20,300 tonnes). 


Preliminary estimates show the apple crop was 
valued at $34.8m, which accounted for nearly 
three-quarters of the total value of all fruit grown 
in Tasmania. 


APPLES, TASMANIA 


Trees Production Value 

‘000 O00 t Sm 
1991-92 1 452 50.4 36.9 
1992-93 1506 56.2 410 
1993-94 1 490 55.0 33.2 
1994-95 1583 57.0 42.8 
1995-96 1650 52.4 p348 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 7114.6 
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Grapes 


Although the wine industry in Tasmania is smail, 
it has developed an enviable reputation for 
producing premium-quality wines. This 
reputation is protected by the Tasmanian 
Appellation of Origin Scheme, a wine 
certification system which legislates to prevent 
wine producers calling a wine Tasmanian uniess 
the wine has been produced from grapes grown 
in the State. 


Over the last three seasons, the area of grape 
vines has increased by 25%. In 1995-96, there 
were 324 hectares of bearing vines in Tasmania. 
A further 63 hectares had been planted but were 
not yet bearing fruit. A total of 1,989 tonnes of 
grapes were produced; almost all were grown 
for winemaking. 


Over half of all vineyards in Tasmania are 
situated in the George ‘Town and West Tamar 
municipalities, on either side of the Tamar River. 
Other vineyards are found around Launceston, 
Hobart and along the east coast. 


Four varieties of grapes accounted for just under 
90% of all production: pinot noir (864 tonnes), 
chardonnay (664 tonnes), cabernet sauvingnon 
(146 tonnes) and reisling (110 tonnes). Red 
grapes were marginally more popular with 
growers than were white varieties. Almost 93% 
of all growers had some pinot noir in their 
vineyard. 


GRAPES, TASMANIA 


Area 

Vines-non Vines- 
bearing beanng Production Vatue 
ha. ha. t sm 
1991-92 67 19 629 ag 
1992 93 112 177? 1087 1.6 
1993-94 106 260 14125 ese 
1994-95 107 293 2201 4,2 
1995-96 151 324 1988 8.7 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 7114.6 


Livestock and livestock 
products 


Sheep and wool 


‘The number of sheep and lambs in Tasmania 
increased by 9,400 (less than 1%) in the year 
ending 31 March 1996. Unlike cattle, sheep 
flocks are more evenly spread around Tasmania; 
although the average flock size in the 
Mersey-Lyell area of the north-west are larger 
than flocks in the Greater Hobart and Southern 
area. 


Returns from slaughterings of sheep and lambs 
have increased significandy fram $12m to $19m 
in the year endect 31 March 1996. However, after 
good sales in 1995, returns from sales of woo! 
declinect by 35% to $67m in 1996, 


SHEEP AND LAMBS SLAUGHTERED, 


TASMANIA 

Sheeo Lambs 
Year ended 30 June ‘000 ‘000 
1996 532.3 548.8 
1991 445.3 555.9 
1992 446.7 489.8 
1993 473.4 456.5 
1994 526.1 437.8 
1995 569.3 _ 477.2 
1996 343.7 393.3 


Source. ABS catalogue no. 7215.0 


SHEEP NUMBERS AND WOOL PRODUCTION, 


TASMANIA 
Sharn wool 
Sheep numbers production 
‘UDG t 
1989-90 5 336.5 24 104 
1990. 91 4803.9 21 293 
1991 92 4294.8 17 845 
1992-93 4763.6 17 384 
1993-04 4323.9 18 632 
1994-95 3852.9 17577 
1995 96 3 862.3 15 997 


Source: AGS catalogues no. 7114.6 and 7215.0 


Cattle 


Beef Cattle 

‘Yasmania’s meat cattle herd increased by 13,600 
heact (up 3%) in the year ending 31 March 1996, 
Although meat cattle are found in all parts of the 
State, che highest concentrations are in the 
north-west (King [sland and Circular Head} and 
in the north-east (Dorset Municipality). Smaller 
herds are found throughout the Central 
Highlands and Northern Midlands municipalities. 


About 38% of all farms with beef cattle hada 
herd size of less than 100 head. Most of the 
cattle in Tasmania arc found in medium to larger 
herds; 65% of all beef cattle are in herds of 
between 100 and 1,000 head. 


Tasmania almost exclusively produces grass fed 
beef for domestic and international markets. 
Tasmania has only one beef feedlot producing 

- grain fed beef which is sold direct to a 
supermarket chain in Japan. 


A combination of low beef prices, competition 
for similar export markets with the USA and 
consumer concerns over the safety of beef have 
depressed returns for beef over recent years. In 
1994, the value for beef and veal in Tasmania 
was $113m, in 1995 it was $106m and by 1996 it 
had declined again to §78m. 


Dairying 

Most of Tasmania's milk cattle are found in the 
north-west around Circular Head, Meander 
Vatley, Wynyard ancl King Islancl, and in the 
north-east throughout the Dorset municipality. 


CATTLE ANG CALVES SLAUGHTERED, TASMANIA 
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The number of milk cattle has increased by 15% 
over the last three years, up to 196,600 heacl. 


There was almost no change in the value of milk 
produced for human consumption in Tasmania 
in the year ended 31 March 1996. However, the 
value of milk used for manufacturing (milk 
powder etc.) has bounced back after a poor year 
in 1995. The value of miik used in 
manufacturing rose by $1% to $122m. 


Other livestock and livestock products 


The number of eggs produced rose from 
4,099,000 daven to 4,152,000 dozen in the year 
ended 31 March 1996. 


The number of deer declinecl {from 18,000 to 
16,900, 


Pig numbers declined over the last three years, 
down from 45,500 in 1994 to 26,400 in the year 
ending 41 March 1996. 


Production of honey declined by 24% in 1996, 
down to 741,200 kilograms, 


CATTLE NUMBERS, TASMANIA 


Cattle Calves Beef cattle Dairy cattle 

Year ended 20 June ‘BO ‘BOD At 31 March ‘O00 ‘O00 

1990 191.7 34.3 1990 432.8 435.8 

1991 191.3 30.6 1991 444.4 139.9 

1992 193.3 32.3 1993 446.7 146.0 

41993 183.4 32.7 1993 4452 159.5 

1994 187.0 23.2 1994 507.3 i?71.6 

1995 207.9 28.8 1995 bo 4.4 185.6 

1996 184.2 41.4 1996 521.0 196.6. 


Source: ABS catalogues no. 7114.6 and 7215.0 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 7114.6 


GROSS VALUE OF LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION (a), TASMANIA 


1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 p 
$n $m $m 

Livestock siaughtering and other disposals 
Cattle & calves 112.5 106.1 tL5 
Sheep & lambs 13.9 11.7 18.9 
Other (bi 12.6 21.7 21.6 
Total 138.4 139.5 118.0 

Livestock products 

Wool ic) 74,2 106.8 69.1 
fvtilk 1276.8 107.5 148.5 
Eggs fie TF 3.3 
Honey & beeswax 1.0 2.1 2.2 
Total 209.2 224.0 229.1 


(a) Includes the net export of live animals, {b) Pigs, goats and poultry slaugtterings and other disposals. 
if) Sherr tincludes cutchings), fallmongered and exported on skirs. 


Source: AGS catalogue no, 7114.6 


ihe 
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FURTHER READING 


ABS publications 

Agricuttural indusiries, Financial Statistics, Australia (7507 0) 

Agricultural Industries, Financial Statistics, Australia, Preliminary (7506.0) 
Agriculture, Tasmania (7114.0) 

Livestock Products, Australia (7215.0) 

Principal Agricultural Commodities, Tasmania (7111.6) 


Vatue of Agricultural Commodities, Australia (7503.0) 


Other publications 


Department of Environment and Land Management, State af the Ennironment Volume ?. DELM 1996 


5 


Photo: The Examiner 


Mining has been a cornerstone of Tasmania's 
economy for over 120 years. Over the last 10 to 
15 vears the mining inclustry has invested large 
amounts of capital in Tasmania, with the 
opening of the Que River, Hellyer anct Henty 
mines, major reclevelopments at the Renison, 
Rosebery and Beaconsfield mines, and the 
re-opening of the Mr Lyell mine. In addition, 
spending on exploration for new mineral 
deposits since 1984 has exceeded $125 million. 


According to figures obtained in an April 1996 
survey by the Tasmanian Minerals Council, 
mining and mineral processing in Tasmania in 
1995 generated $1,202 million of total sales with 
export sales being $671 million. This represents 
40% of Tasmania's export income for that year. 


In 1995 the mining and minerals industry 
directly employed 3654 people; spent 

$654.5 million on goods and services, of which 
$422 million was with or through Tasmanian 


CHAPTER 16 


Mining 


Mining has become a 
family trade for 3 
members of the 
Fellows family who, ~ 
between themselves, 
have clocked up 153 
years at Pasminco's 
Rosebery mine. 


suppliers; and paid $18.8 million in State 
Government taxes and charges. 


Capital expenditure in mining extraction in 
1995-96 was $94 million, which was 16% of 
Tasmania's capital expenditure, 


Prices for the majority of minerals drifted 
downwards over the year to June 1996, reflecting 
weaker than anticipated demand growth 
associated with the failure of some important 
world economies to grow at the predicted rates. 
Changes in average monthly prices betwecn 
December 1995 and August 1996 ranged from 
no change for gold to falls of around 15% for 
nickel and more than 30% for copper. 


Significantly improved average prices for most 
metals and mincral products are anticipated for 
1997. Strengthening world growth from the last 
quarter of 1996 onwards, and limited prospects 
far substantial increments to production 


200 Tasmanian Year Book 1998 


GROSS STATE PRODUCT PRINCIPAL COMPONENTS, MINING, 
TASMANIA 


Wages, salaries ard 


supplements 
% of State 


Year $rr 
1989-90 154 
1990-91 149 
1991-92 108 
1992-93 113 
1993 94 121 
1994-95 134 
1995-96 4147 


Gross operating surplus 


% af State 

total $m total 
3.7 100 at 
3.4 32 1.0 
2.4 fatal 2.0 
2.5 41 La 
27 43 La 
2.8 104 2.5 
29 1278 3.0 


Seurte: ABS cztalogue no. 5220.0 


capacity in many metal and mineral industries, 
will be the main factors driving this outcome. 


Mining and the State 
economy 


The mining industn’s contribution to the 
Tasmanian economy can be assessed in terms of 
its contribution to gross state product (GSP}. 
GSP is the valuation of all production exchanged 
in the market place in a given period. In 
1995-96, the mining industry accounted for 2.9% 
of Tasmania’s GSP. 


Over the 5 years to 1995-96 the mining industry 
accounted for berween 2.4% and 2.9% of 
Tasmania's wages, salaries and supplements. But 
the proportion of Tasmania’s pross operating 
surplus attributable to mining has heen more 
volatile. Over the same five-year period the 
proportion has variect from 1.1% to 3.0%. As well 
as the direct contribution to the Tasmanian 
economy through employment, che mining ancl 
mineral processing industries contribute 
through taxes and charges paid to Stare and 
local governments. Revenue from royalties and 
rerits and fees from mineral lands amounted to 
$7.13 million in 1995-96 compared! to 

$9.5 million in 1994-95; the decrease in revenue 
being duc to the temporary closure of the Mt 
Lyell copper mine. ‘The revenue collected was 
$1.18 milion above budget, mainly as a result of 
the sale of the Savage River Mines pellet 
stockpile. 


A review of royalties on ‘Tasmanian minerals ancl 
construction materials was completed and 
approved! by the Tasmanian Government, 
although part of the new regulations were 
rejected by the Upper House, Further 
negotiations are to be held with the Tasmanian 
mining industry. For metallic minerals the 


minimum amount of royalty payable in 1996-97 
will be 1.2% of the net sales value of the mineral. 
The additional rovalties are to be directed un the 
rehabilitation of degraded mining sites. 


Other changes for metallic minerals royalties 
include a $% cap on the toial amount of royalty 
to be paid in any one year. The automatic 
entitlement to a reduction in the amount of 
royalty payable for the production of a metal has 
heen removed, and the entitlement to a rebate 
against profits for exploration expenclirure has 
also been removed. 


Employment 


Employment in the mining and mineral 
processing sector increased from 4,424 in 
1994-95 to 4,669 in 199596, reflecting the 
resumption of mining operations at Mt Lyell, 
development of Henty, and the high level of 
contract employment associated with major 
capital projects, 


It is expected that employment numbers will fall 
in 1996-97 due to the closure of Tioxide and 
Savage River. The recommencement of mining 
at Savage River by Australian Bulk Minerals will 
have some effect in 1996.97 but will not have its 
full impact until 1997-98. 


Exports 


The overall value of Tasmania’s metal and 
mineral exports in 1995-96 was $701.8 million, 
14.4% higher than the previous year. Exports of 
iron ore and concentrates, tin ares and 
concentrates, iron and aluminium all grew in 
value by over 20%. 


These results compare favourably to the national 
figures, with the value of Australian exports of 
metal and mineral products increasing by 12% 
over the year to June 1996. 
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SELECTED STATISTICS, MINING, TASMANIA 


Net fixed cagital Wages ard Emaloyment at 

Establishments expenditure salaries 30 June 

Year na. $m 3m persons 
1991-92 41 3L7 92.6 1716 
1992-93 g 29.0 89.1 1526 
1993-94 9 34.8 B47 1 398 
1994-95 g 44.6 77.0 1 086 
1995-96 Pp. o 93.6 67.1 1 162 


Source: Australian Mining Industry, ABS catalogue no, 8414.0 


Exploration and 
development 


The 1995-96 financial year saw a continuation of 
the strong grow th in mineral exploration activity 
experienced in 1994-95, with annual mineral 
exploration expenditure increasing hy 26% to 
$18.7 million. This is the highest level of 
investment in exploration in over a decade. In 
1995-96 Tasmania’s share of national mineral 
exploration expenditure was 1.96%, an increase 
of 17% on the previous year. 


Exploration licences cover 11% of the State and 
29% of Strategic Prospectivity Zones. The total 
number of exploration licences increased from 
136 ta 141, with the area held increasing from 
11,684 km* to 19,180 km’. Although the area 
covered by exploration licences tor metallic and 
nan- metallic minerals declined from 8,170 km* 
to 7,359 km? . expenditure per square kilometre 
increased by 38%, which may indicate a more 
focused approach to target selection. 


Mineral operations, 1995-96 
Metallic minerals 


Base metals 


Aberfoyle Resources Lid. Hellver Division 

A otal of 1,291,908 tonnes of ore at an average 
of 12.8% tin, 6.1% lead and 165 g/t silver was 
mined from underground sources, Waste rock 
mined during the year amounted to 71,810 
tonnes. Concentrator throughput totalled 

1.34 million tonnes. Concentrate production was 
zine concentrate, 247,790 t at 50.3% zine; lead 
concentrate, 59,412 ¢ at 56.0% lead; bulk 
concentrate, 38,565 t al 32.8% zinc, 11.8% lead 
and 254 ot silver; and copper/silver cancentrate, 
11,339 t at 11.0% copper and 4,476 g/t silver. 


The total workforce at 30 June 1996 was 258, 
comprising 165 employees, 8] contractors and 
12 apprentices and casuals. 


The Hellyer mine has a remaining ore reserve 
life of only 4 years. Deep exploration drilling is 
being carried out in the same stratigraphic 
horizon as the known ore body in the hope of 
finding further reserves. 


High intensity conditioners have been installed 
in the mill to improve lead recovery andenhance 
vine circuit performance, which will increase 
revenue by about 5%. 


_ MINERAL EXPLORATION EXPENDITURE (a) 


Tasmania a5 
proportion of 


Tasmanian Australian Australian 

expenditure expenditure expenditure 
Year $m sm % 
1991-92 8 603.7 1.29 
1992-93 78 631.7 1.23 
1993-94 10.2 792.6 1.25 
1994-95 14.9 893.4 1.67 
1995-96 18.7 960.2 1.95 


ia) Other than petroleum. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 8412.0 
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TURNOVER, PURCHASES AND SELECTED EXPENSES 
AND VALUE ADDED, MINING, TASMANIA 


Purchases and 
Turnover selected expenses Vawe added 


Year $m $m sm 
1991--92 382.6 179.2 204.1 
1992-93 330.4 173.8 447.1 
1993-94 343.7 188.3 165.4 
1994-95 371.0 149.4 210.1 
1995-96 p 381.2 170.3 217.6 


Saurce: ABS catalogue no. 8414.0 


Pasminco Mining, Rosebery tailings dam was completed in late April 1996. 
Despite depressed world zinc prices, Pasminco Planning is underway on the expansion to 
Mining Rosebery made an operating profit for 3.5 million tonnes‘year and research is 
1995-96, the first time in $ years that the mine continuing inta value-added processing, 

has shown a profit. Deep exploration including the production of copper metal after 3 
development and driiling are still on track ta vears if adequate Copper reserves are 
substantially increase the ore reserves and life of established. Total ore production was 938,753 
the mine, whilst $7.5 million has been wet tonnes at 1.17% copper. Concentrate 
committed for surface drilling over the next production totalled 35,449 tonnes at 27% 

3 years to explore strike extensions of the copper, at a recovery of 92.1% copper and $.7% 
defined ore resource. The company is also gt gold. The first shipment of concentrate was 
constructing a new tailings storage dam at a cost made in March 1996. 

of $2 million and a pump station at a cost of 

$8 million. Emptoyment at 30 June was 260 comprising 98 


employees and 162 contractors. 
A cotal of $97,606 tonnes of ore was mined at an 


average grade of 11.11% zinc. Underground Gold 

sources accounted for $40,038 tonnes with the Beaconsfield Mine Joint Venture ~ 

remainder (57,568 tonnes) being won by the Progress continued on the Beaconsfield gold 

mining of 2 small open cuts. project, 4 joint venture between Allstate 
Explorations NL, Beaconsfield Gold and Golden 

Concentrate production was zinc concentrate, Shamrock Mines Lid. The main activity 

113,750 1 at 52.15% zine; leacl concentrate, undertaken at the old Tasmania mine during the 

20,050 ¢ at 61.0% icad and 1,379 g/t silver; and past year was the de-watering of the mine, which 

copper concentrate, 4,650 t at 21.3% copper, progressed ata rate of 17 metres per month 

9.2% lead, 3,024.8 git silver and 70.1 g/t gold. from July 1995. The Hart Shaft is now 


de-watered to che planned depth of 
approximately 400 metres and the 375-metre 
level is being developed in preparation for future 


The number of employees at 30 June was 297, 


ee mining, Other capital work included the 
Capper Mines af Tasmania Pty Lid installation of the permanent heactframe and 
in June 1994, the State Government signed a winder, and installation of a pumping station at 
Memorandum of Understanding with Gold the 181-metre level. Work has commenced on 
Mines of Australia (GMA) to take over the Mt the feasibility study and a final decision to 

Lyell lease on the departure of Renison proceed is expected by mid-1997, 


Goldficlds Consolidated. GMA established a 
subsidiary company, Copper Mines of Tasmania, 
to carry out work associated with the $55 million 
refurbishment of the copper and gold mining 
operation. 


Goldfields (lasmania) Limited 

The Henty gold mine, operated by Goldfields 
Tasmania Limited, was officially opened on 

2 July 1996, 


Producion, witha target rate of 3.5 million 
tonnes per annum (mtpa) within 3 vears started 
at 1.3 mpta in December 1995. The first 10,000 
tonnes of concentrate was shipped in the March 
quarter of 1996. Stage 14 of the $10 million main 


[c is che first new stand-alone goid mine 
developed in Tasmania this century and the first 
major gold discovery in the Mt Read Vulcanics. 


ee Se ee ee 


 ) 


REVENUE, MINING, TASMANIA 
1994-95 1995-96 


smo. $m 

Royalties 8.65 6.27 
Rents and fees from mineral 

lands 0.08 0.78 

Miscellaneous {a} 0,06 0.08 

Total 9.51 7.13 


ja) Sales of maps and publications, etc. 


Source: Mineral Resources Tasmanta, Annual Review 
1995-96 


The mine has been developed over the last 3 
years ata capital cost of some $55 million for 
mine development, including a 400-metre-deep 
internal shaft, gold processing plant ancl tailings 
disposal ponds. Up ta 200 people have been 
engaged in development. 


On current estimates of the ore resource, the 
mine is scheduled to operate for 44 years ata 
production rate of 110,000 tonnes/year to 
produce 90,000 ounces of gold per year, 
although exploration at the mine, and in the Mt 
Julia area (about 1.2 km south} has proclucec 
encouraging results which may lead to an 
extended mine life. Permanent employment 
levels are expected ta be about 70. 


iron ore 


Savage River Mines 

Mining of the Savage River ore bodies to the final 
Savage River Mines pit design limits was 
completed in April 1996. A 2.7 million tonne 
stockpile of ore to supply mill feed for the 
remainder of the 1996 calendar year hacl been 
accumulated. 


Extensive negouations took place during 
1995-96 to find a new operator for the Savage 
River iron ore mine. After over a vear of 
discussions, the mine operators, Pickands 
Mather and Co. International, the Government, 
and the new proponent, Singapore-based 
Ivanhoe Capital Pry Ltcl ancl its Australian 
subsidiary Goldamere Pty Ltd, trading as 
Australian Bulk Minerals, reached agreement 
regarding the transfer of ownership of the mine. 
Production is scheduled to recommencee at the 
mine in October 1998, 


Tasmania Mines Limited 

Magnetite production from the Kara mine 
totalled 76,094 tonnes for the year, while 
scheclite concentrates produced contained 
5,438 mtu's of WO3;, 
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A decision was taken towards the enct of the year 
{o restrict the production of run-of-mine 
magnetite ta 20,000 tonnes to supply 4 cement 
manufacturer, 


Tin 

Reniscn Limntted 

Ore production toralied 706,424 reconciled 
tonnes at 1.35% tin. Concentrate production was 
16,090 tonnes at a grade of 51.7% tin, containing 
8,319 tonnes of tin metal in concentrate. The 
workforce at year end comprised 257 persons, in 
addition to 90 contractors. 


The $38 million Rencleep development project 
at the Renison tin mine was completed during 
1996, This project involved the mining of a 
582-metre-deep internal shaft, the provision of 
associated underground crusher and conveyor 
systems for transporting ore to the surface, and 
the extension of the North Renison Decline at 
depth to access the high-grade Rendeep ore 
bodies. 


This resulted in a substantially reduced average 
truck haul distance, making ore extraction from 
the lower ore bodies financially more attractive 
and adeing at least 6 years to the life of the 
mine. Mine management is investigating the 
feasibility of downstream value adding by matt — 
fuming or smelting to produce tin, 


Spectrum Resources Australia Pty itd 
Operational problems at the Anchor mine, 
resulting in poor plant availibility for much of the 
year, were overcome and a total of 32,000 

tonnes Of ore at 0.44% tin were minecl. 


Capital upgrades will take place following the 
consolidation of existing operation and 
infrastructure. These will occur in the mill, with 
increased grinding capacity and improved ore 
handling being the primary objectives. 


__ STRATEGIC PROSPECTIVITY ZONES, TASMANIA 


Area Oece pied 
SPE 
Arthur 591.1 53.3 
Balfour 341.5 a7 
Beaconsfield 18.9 99.6 
Cape Sorell 664.5 48,1 
Mit Read 25409 35.4 
North-East 1895.5 19.5 
Zeehan/Waratah 686.2 37.4 


Source: Mineral Resources, Tasmania 
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Yolla Gas Field 


Mineral Resources Tasmania 


Tasmania is the only Australian State which 
does not have a source of piped natural gas 
available to its population and industrial base. 
Natural gas is the fastest growing energy 
source in Australia and would provide 
effective compctition to electricity for a range 
of industrial and domestic services. Natural 
gas, in the raw state, contains the retail gas 
(methane) and liquid petroleum gas 
(propane and butane}. A significanr gas 
resource, rich in light hydrocarbons and 
liquid petroleum gas (LPG), lies off the 
Tasmanian coast in the Bass Basin, awaiting 
development. 


The Bass Basin is located under the waters of 
Bass Seraic, benveen Tasmania and Victoria, 
and is bounced to the east by Flinclers Island 
and to the west by King Island. In 1985 a 
consortium headed by Sagasco Resources Ltel 
undertook a major exploration effort in this 
region. One of the successes of the 
exploration program was the discovery of the 
Yolla oil, gas and light hydrocarbon field. The 
Yolla structure is approximately 135 km north 
of Burnie in water 79 metres deep. 


Yolla is interpreted as a complex structure 
which has formed as the result of a tectonic 
history of interrelated subsidence and 
compression. If commercial operations 
started at Yolla, it would yield a mix of 
assorted hydrocarbons including methane, 


propane, butane and a light type of cructe oil. 


Since the initial exploration, there has been 
additional seismic interpretation over the 
entire Bass Basin, which has considerably 
enhanced the prospectivity of the area. In 
February 1994, the acquisition of 4D seismic 
data over the Yolla field commenced and ! 
took approximately one month to complete. 
In conjunction with the 3D seismic survey, 

the Joint Venture undertook an aeromagnetic 
survey Of the field and integrated the results 

of the 2 surveys to better define the Yolla 
structure. The Joint Venture has spent in 

excess Of $3 million on these surveys Lo date, 


For production to proceed, 3 holes need to 
be drilled to verify whether or not there are 
commercial quantities of gas. The exploration 
and retention licences held over the area 
have changed several times and are currently 
held, in the case of Yolla (T/RL1), bya 
consortium led by Boral Energy Resources 
Limited. 


The major deterrent to further exploration 
and development of the Yolla field has been 
the lack of a guarantecd market for the gas. 
The size of the development required to 
bring gas ashore is too large for the 
Tasmanian market, withoul a new major 
industrial user, The consortium is continuing 
their cfferts te secure such a market, either in 
Tasmania or on the mainiand. 
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Coal 


Two companies mine coal in the Fingal Valicy to 
supply the domestic market. The Cornwall Coal 
Company operates mines near 5t Marys ancl a 
washery at Fingal, while the Merrywood Coal 
Company has suurced coal from the Royal 
George area and from north of Avoca. 
Exploration has continued with the aim of 
‘delineating potential open-cut coal resources. 


The Cornwall Coal Company (No Liability) 

Raw coal production totalled 322,995 tonnes and 
coal sales for1995-96 amounted to 208,327 
tonnes. During 1995-96: 


e Duncan Collier,—remained on care and 
maintenance for the entire year. 


« Blackwood Colliery —raw coal production 
was 297,663 tonnes. Coal quality was variahle, 
with areas of high ash content (25% washed 
coal) and low yields (down to 45% on a daily 
basis}. 


« Blackwood No, 2 open cut---15,044 tonnes of 
raw coal, Following coal depletion, the 
remaining area was rehabilitated. 


« Huntsman No. 2 open cut—10,288 tonnes of 
raw coal. Coal quality was very g00d with ash 
content of 15-17% and viclds above 80%. 


Merryivood Coal Company Pty Lad 

Heavy rainfall berween January and June 1996 
resulted in very difficult and costly mining 
conditions in the open cut. Wall stability and the 
rehandling of overburden necessitated the use 
of extra equipment and a requirement for 
additional weekend work. Stockpiled low-grade 
raw coal was relied upon to maintain supplies. 
Coal sales totalled 182,000 tonnes from a rotal of 
243,000 tonnes of raw coal processed. 


COAL PRODUCTION, TASMANIA 


Year ‘OOO t 
1991-92 486.9 
1992-93 494.9 
1993-94 541.2 
1994-95 607.9 
4995-96 559.3 


Source: Mineral Resources, Tasmania 


Non-metallic minerals 
Kaatin 


Austratian Paper forpganad Clery mize 

A total of 164,847 tonnes of clay was mined for 
immediate use or was stockpiled. Sales for the 
year amounted to 32,384 tonnes. Of this, 26,378 
tonnes were railed to Burnie paper mill, with the 
balance being transported to Wesley Vale. 
Multi-skilling of the workforce has resulted in 
higher productivity and lower unit costs. 


Limestone and dolomite 


Beams Brothers Transport Pty Lid 

This company mines deposits at Flowery Gully 
and Cressy. Production for the year totalled 
105,550 tonnes, comprising 28,550 tonnes of 
metallurgical limestone, 45,600 tonnes of Aglime 
ancl dolomite fines, 6.880 tonnes of aggregate for 
drainage and water treatment, and 24,500 tonnes 
af ironstone aggregate mixes. 


Circular Head Dolomite & Trading Co. Pty Lid 
Production for the vear totalled 31,207 tonnes of 
metalurgical grace dotomite ancl $9,290 tonnes 
of agricultural dulomite. 


Dewid Michell Limited (Adole Creek) 
Sales of limestone and lime totallect 70,402 
tonnes. 


Goliath Portland Cement Company Linited 
Atotal of 974,000 tonnes of cement was 
produced during the year from 1.485 million 
tonnes of limestone and 47,000 tonnes of clav 
quarried. 


Production from the new quarry was reported as 
434,187 tonnes. The number of permanent 
employees was 196 and 5 casuals and 16 
contractors were also utilised. 


Cement procluction by the Goliath Portland 
Cement Company Limited during the 1995-96 
financial vear approached one million tonnes. 
Almost 30% of the limestone quarried was 
sourced from a new quarry located to the north 
of the Railton plant, 


A 1,000 tonnes per hour crusher is to be 
installed in this quarry, anc will feed the plant via 
a trunk Conveyor system. The project, expected 
to be commissioned in late 1997, will cost 
approximarely $16 million. 
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Pigments 


savave Resarerces Limited 

No work was carried out on the yellow ochre, 
brown umber or black pigment deposits at the 
Savage River sites, Joint venture discussions with 
a USA and evo Australian companies continued. 


Sitica flour 


Comunex (Coriniug) 

Production for silica flour cotalled 3,800 tonnes 
with a purity level of 99.8% SiOz and containing 
an average 12.6 ppm Fe2Os. The material was 
refined at Heybridge, with export sales of 3,190 
tonnes. An exploration dicence was taken out to 
investigate the potential for commercial deposits 
of high purity silica flour in the Arthur River area. 


Construction materials 


Besser fasniaiiia Pty Lid 
A total of 21,673 tonnes of sand and gravel was 
produced from the Calder leases. 


Boral Resources 

Production from Boral quarries Statewide 
amounted to 876,000 tonnes of crushed! rock 
and 160,000 tonnes of sand and gravel. Forty 
persons were employed on a full-time basis. 


Brambles Equipment 

The total production from the quarries at 
Ridglev, Talisker and Western Junction was 
50,000 tonnes of road gravel, 180,000 tonnes of 
road base, 350,600 tonnes of metal and dust, and 
130,000 tonnes of various rock fills. The 
workforce consisted of 20 employees and 4 
contractors. 


Garatine Quarries 

Production from the quarry at Railton was 29,430 
tonnes of silica sand, 528 tonnes of general sand 
ancl 106 tonnes of concrete sanel. 


Gj.Creswell's Transport Pty Lr 
Production of road-making material cotalled 
155,720 tonnes. 


CRS Readymix 
Production for the vear totalled 161,156 tonnes 
of crushed dolerite. 


Hobart Blue Metal industries 

Production for the year comprised 310,000 
tonnes of crushed rock, 10,000 tonnes of gravel 
and 42,000 tonnes of sand. An average of 23 
persons comprised the workforce. 


Industrial Savds and Silica Pty Ltd 

Five hundrect tonnes of sand, 2,000 tonnes of 
metal! ancl 35,000 tonnes of gravel were 
produced hy 3 employees. 


Proneer Concrete (Tasmanits Pty Lid 
Production of crushed dolerite from the Flagstaff 
Gully quarry was 189,943 tonnes. This 

comprised concrete batching material (58,333 
tonnes), Emolcum anc Besser-grade material 
(18,994 tonnes) and road construction material 
(164,469 tonnes). Ten employees and 

3 contractors were engaged in quarry operations. 


Df and Kf Rowell 

The processing of 20,000 tonnes of material 
produced 12,000 tonnes of saleable siliceous 
sancl. 


Trident, Consolidated industries, 

Quarry LHuision 

Production totalled 55,000 tonnes of hasalt anc 
38,000 of quartzitic sand and gravel. 


treloar Transport 

Production for the year was 22,224 tonnes of 
sub-base 1 and 2 material, 9875 tonnes af base 
course material, 2593 tonnes of drain cock and 
2,348 tonnes of pipe bedding material, a total of 
37,040 tonnes, 


Ceramics 


The building industry throughout Australia is in 
recession, This has had a marked detrimental 
effect on brick and paver manufacturers. 


A ane 13 Bricks and Pavers 

A total of 39,760 tonnes of marketable product 
were manufactured from 30,270m°> of clay and 
shale. Shipments amounted to 33,800 tonnes. 
Exports of bricks and pavers to New Zealand 
were increased. Thirty-five peaple are directly 
employed by the company. 


Natbrik 

Production for the year totalled! 10.573 million 
brick equivalent units (including bricks, blocks 
and pavers}. Materials quarried totalled 
26,660m", with 27,588m° of material being: 
processed, Sales totalled 10.350 million brick 
equivalents. The average number of employees 
for the year was 42, 
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VALUE AND PRODUCTION OF MINERALS, TASMANIA 


Gold 

Silver 

Zinc 

Copper 

Lead 

Tin 

Tungsten 

Iron ore pellets 

Others 

Total metallic minerals 
Non-metatlics and fuel minerals 
Construction materials 
Metaliurgical production from imported ores 


Value of mining and mineral processing sectors 


~~" 4994. 95 1995-96 
Change 
t $'0600 1 $'000) Oe 
0.98 = 1.02 = Ot 
143 ms 144 = O.t 
177 263 — 198 376 —_— 11.9 
15 064 = 41 481 — 238 
60 418 = 38 566 aK SSGS 
7 461 a 8 B47 = 15.9 
39 = 77 = 97.4 
1 483 830 — 1681332 = 13.3 
136 603 114512 = “ibe 
aes 355 211 — 338056 -49 
sy 40 664 44596 97 
= 28 617 — 28993 11 
= 609 664 — 572811 6.0 
— 1034157 -— 984 396 -4.8 


Source: Minera! Resources, hasmania 


Mineral processing operations 


Conmaico Aluniuninuin (sell Bav) Limited 
Production for the year totalled 101,928 tonnes 
of aluminium ingots, bars and blocks, Raw 
materials consumed in the process included 
200,000 tonnes of alumina, 45,000 tonnes of 
petroleum coke, 11,000 tonnes of liquid pitch 
and 4,000 tannes of aluminum fluoride. The 
workforce at 30 June 1996 totalled 841 people, 
comprising 719 full-time, 4 part-time/temporary 
emplovees and 118 contractor full-time 
employce cquivalents. 


The continuing operation of Comalen's 
aluminium smelter at Bell Bay was secured 
following the signing of a provisional follow-on 
power agreement between the Hydro-Electric 
Corporation and Comalco jate in 1995. This 
agreement, which was due to be finalised by the 
end of 1996, cleared the way for Comalco to 
commence its planned $200-million five-year 
investment program to upgrade the Bell Bay 
plant and increase production of aluminium to 
140,000 tonnes per year. 


ihdvomet Operations—Tasma nic 

A process plant to convert manganese mud into 
marketable manganese sulphate was 
commissioned at Risdon by Hydromet 
Operations—Tasmania in January 1996, The plant 
treats discarded material stockpiled by Pasminco 
Hobart. One thousand tonnes of manganese 
sulphate, containing 30% water soluble 
manganese, were produced. 


The product was despatched to the fertiliser and 
animal feed industries within Australia. 


fntperct Fertifisers 

Production of single superphosphate during the 
year totalled 112,348 tonnes, of which 41,239 
tonnes were shipped to mainland ports. The = — 
process consumed 68,203 tonnes of imported 
phosphate rock ancl 39,995 tonnes of sulphuric: 
acid supplied by Pasmince Metals—EZ. 


IMP! Sittce 

The silica flour operation produced 2,216 tonnes 
of saleable product from 3,360 tonnes of raw 
material; 2016 tonnes were shipped to Japan and 
the balance to the USA. 


Pasiniico Metals-EZ 

A total of 207.839 tonnes of zine and zine alloys 
was produced. By-products produced included 
$92,302 tonnes of sulphuric acid, 26,912 tonnes 
of secondary Ieach residuc, 318 tonnes of 
cadmium and 3,993 tonnes of copper sulphate. 
Zine concentrate treated curing the year totalled 
425,409 tonnes, of which 218,049 tonnes were 
from Tasmanian sources, The permanent 
workforce was 656 with an additional 122 
femployee equivalent) contractors being 
employed. 


Work commenced at Pasminco Hobart on the 
conversion from jarasite to paragocthite 
production. This will eliminate the dumping of 
jarosite waste at sea off the coast of Tasmania, as 
paragoethite will be further processed on the 
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mainland. Pasminco is also considering an 
upgrade and expansion of the Risdon smelter 
that would require an additional block of power. 


BHP TFMCO (Bell Bay) 

Production for the year totalled 89,449 tonnes of 
ferromanganese, 99,666 tonnes of 
silico-manganese, 16,342 tonnes of fines and 
243,656 tonnes of sinter. Furnace feed included 
manganese fines from Groote Eylandt, iron ore, 
silica, dolomite, limestone, coke and coal. ‘here 
were 376 people employed as at 30 june 1996, 
including 2] contractors. 


Feasibility studies are being conducted inte new 
projects. There is a strong possibility that 
production capacity will be increased by 70% at 
the TEMCO (Bell Bay} plant with the addition of 


FURTHER READING 


ABS publications 
The Australian Mining Industry (8414.0) 
Mining Industry, Australia Preliminary (8401.0) 


Tasmanian Statistical Indicators (1303.6) 


a fifth furnace to produce high carbon 
ferromanganese and an increase in the capacity 
of an existing silicomanganese furnacc. Also 
under consideration is the construction of a 
facility for the conversion of high carbon 
ferromanganese to medium carbon manganese. 


Austratian fitaitiunt Minerals 

A Queensland mineral sands mining company, 
Australian Titanium Minerals, has obtained the 
necessary approvals to mine sand in the 
Naracoopa area of King Island for the extraction 
of zircon, rutile and ilmenite. The operation wilt 
deliver substantial economic benefits to the King 
Island community, including the generation of 
between 45 and 33 direct jobs for the five-vear 
life of the mine. 


Actual and Expected Private Mineral Exploration, Austratia (8412.0) 


Other publications 


Mincral Resources Tasmania, Annual Review 2995-96 
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CHAPTER 17 


Marine and 


COasta 


Tasmanian fisheries remain very important to 
the economic and social well-being of the State, 
particularly to coastal communities. Industry ancl 
Government are therefore currently developing 
various management and development plans to 
ensure thar commercial and recreational 
fisheries will be sustained for current and future 
generations. The Tasmanian Aboriginal 
community also has a strong interest in the 
continued health of the State’s coastal resources, 
and is actively involved in consultations on 
relevant issues. 


Tasmania’s commercial fishing industry has 
diversified in recent vears as traditional fish 
species have become scarcer and more 
expensive. Aquaculture, a rapidly growing sector 
worldwide, is now a major component of 
Tasmania's fishing industry. 


‘There are some complicated jurisdictional 
distinctions in the management of wild fisheries. 


| fishing 


An East Coast producer 
of hand-made tea-tree 
and cane craypots 
makes between 1,100 
and 1,500 pots a year, 
which are used by 
fishers around the 
State. Despite the 
advent of steel pots, 
many fishers still prefer 
tea-tree pats. 


The State manages certain fisheries outside the 
normal 3 nautical mile State waters boundary. 
Mast significantly, the State manages both rock 
lobster and abalone out to the 200 nautical mile 
limit of the Australian exclusive economic zone, 
or to the Tasmanian-Victorian border at 39°12". 
The Commonwealth manages others, 
particularly the mobile pelagic species. Still 
others are to be managed under joint authority 
arrangements. 


According to the 1996 Census there were 1,400 
Tasmanians cmployed in commercial fishing, of 
whom 684 were employed in aquaculture, and 
398 were emplovecl in marine fishing. 


This figure of 1,400 compares with 1,121 
Tasmanians employed in commercial fishing at 
the time of the 1991 Census, and 1,028 at the 
time of the 1986 Census. 
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Fish 

Live 

Fresh, chilled or frozen 
Wiole 
Fillets 

Other 

Total fish 


Crustaceans and moilusces 
Canned 

Rock Lobster 

Prawns 

Abalone 

Scallops 

Oysters 

Other 

Total crustaceans and molluscs 


Tasmania fai (b} : Australia (ai 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 
t $'000 aa $'000 

ra. 141 na. 15 653 
1410 15949 10 2541 84 126 
329 4114 2 669 16 222 
63 1345 3 560 42195 

1 862 21549 16 480 158 196 
_— 42 319 15 205 
503 19 069 12 260 416476 
— — 13 074 223 041 
1011 BO SR7 3001 147 3542 
35 823 2737 66 832 

10 116 19 349 

80 3303 6045 76 563 
1639 73 7106 37 446 946 008 


(a} Preliminary (b) State totals include Commonwealth fisnesies exports. 


Source: ABARE, 4ustralian Fisheries Statistics 1996 


The estimated value of fish landed in Tasmania 
in 1995-96 season from State and 
Commonwealth wild fisheries, was 

$114.4 million, a 1% decrease on the 1994-95 
figure. Far the same period the valuc of 
aquaculture increased by 14%, from $71.9 
million in 1994-95 Lo $81.6 million in 1995-96. 


Legislative developments 


It is the responsibility of Governments to 
manage and protect fisheries, on behaif of the 
general community. They must ensure that 
fisheries resources are used in an ccolagically 


sustainable manner and as efficiently as possible, 


while yielding a return to the community. 


These objectives were the primary motivation 
behind the introduction in 1995 of the éfving 
Marine Resources Management Act 1995 

(Tas jand the Marine Farming Planning Act 
1995 (Tas.). Whese Acts, which came into effect 
in May 1996, allow the Government to manage 
Tasmanian aquaculture and wild fisheries while 
balancing the continued environmental 
sustainability of fisheries against the need to 
derive economic benefits fram them. 


Management plans 


The Living Marine Resources Management Act 
1995 makes provision for the formulation and 
introduction of management plans to manage 
each of the State's wild fisheries, These plans go 


through a comprehensive process of 
consultation and advice. The draft management 
plan tor rock lobster was released for public 
consultation in June 1997, and those for the 
abalone and scalefish fisheries are nor far _ 


behind. The whole set will be in place by the end 
af 1999, 


The move to Management Plans is the main 
innewation in the Act, but it also updates a 
number of basic powers, particularly in regard to 
licensing and enforcement. The Act introduced 
new provisions in several areas, including the 
establishment of marine resources protected 
areas and the recognition of Aboriginal fishing 
rights. 


Marine farming 


The Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 
provides for the planned development, 
Management and control of marine farming 
activities in Tasmania. Sustainable development 
of the aquaculture industry is to be fostered 
through the preparation of marine farming 
development plans, which establish the zones 
where marine farming is allowed in Tasmania’s 
coastal waters, 


The Act requires that an environmental impact 
assessment be made on each proposed marine 
farming development pian, and it provides 

considerable opportunity for community input. 
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The environmental impact assessment considers 
the impact a proposed marine farm will have in 
the planned zone. It considers visual, audible 
and cebris impacts, as well as ecological impacts 
on water quality, the sea bed, and on existing 
marine and coastal ecosystems. Once these 
impacts have been identified, restrictions and 
environmental standards are set for sustainable 
management of marine farming in these zones. 


The marine farming development plan outlines 
the extent and type of marine farming allowed 
and the management controls which apply 
within each zone. The zone is then available for 
lease applications, 


Leases cover the water column, water surface 
and sea bec and are for 30 years, with an option 
to renew for a further 30 vears. The Act also 
provides for cancellation of leases not developed 
within a reasonable period of time, 


All marine farm lessees must comply with an 
environmental monitoring program which is 
specific to the species farmed. This program 
ensures closer management of farming activities 
through environmental monitoring and 
aSSESSMENt. 


By June 1997, 3 final plans had been 
implemented: Huon River ancl Port Esperance, 
D'Entrecasteaux Channel, and Tasman Peninsula 
ancl Norfolk Bay. Plans for Georges Bay (St 
Helens), the Furneaux Islands and Great Oyster 
Bay were under way, plans for Macquarie 
Harbour, Smithton, and Pittwater were 
scheduled to begin shortly. 


Research and development 


Research and development form an integral part 
of effectively managing Tasmania's fisheries. A 
lack of research can lead to poor understanding, 
inadequate management ancl over-exploitation 
of Tasmania’s fish resource. 


The Deparrment of Primary Industry and 
Fisheries (DPIF) carries out research that 
focuses on assessing the status of wild fishery 
stocks and the capacity for Tasmania’s marine 
environment to sustain aquaculture. It is also 
directed at developing new species and 
techniques ta support the expansion of marinc 
farming. Research is carried out in 3 main 
streams: assessment of wild fishery resources 
(principally abalonc, rock lobster and finfish), 
aquaculture development and marine 
environment assessment. 


Following the Premier's Directians Statement of 
April 1997, fisheries research in Tasmania is to 
be consolidated in a single institute. ‘This follows 
the model of the Tasmanian Institute of 
Agricultural Research, which combines the 
resources of the DPIF and the University of 
Tasmania to achieve maximum efficiency. 


Wild fisheries 
Abalone 


Two species of abalone are harvested in 
Tasmania: fafiotis rubra (Blacklip Abalone) and 
Hatiotis laevigata (Greenlip Abalone). Both 
species are mobile bottom dwellers that graze 
on drift seaweed anc algae on rock surfaces. 


Commercial fishing of abalone is carried out by 
divers using compressed air (usually supplied 
from the surface by hookah gear). The vast 
majority of the catch is taken close to shore in 
depths of less than 20 metres, although some 
divers work substantially dceper than this. 
Records indicate that abalone divers, on average, 
dive on about 45 days a year and spend 4.9 
hours of chose days in the water diving for 
abalone. [n 1995-96 Tasmanian abalone 
production was 2,150 tonnes, valued at 
$52.4 million. 


The abalone fishery has been managed for over a 
decade by means of a quota system. The total 
allowable catch (TAC) was sct at 2,520 tonnes in 
1997, a 20% increase over the level of the 
previous few years, This was the first increase in 
quota since the introduction of quota 
management. 


The TAC is divided into 3,500 parts, called 
abalone quota units. A diver needs to be 
authorised by the holder of an abalone quota 
unit before they can take the weight of abalone 
corresponding to the abalone quota unit, In 
addition, abalone diving licences, which permit a 
diver to fish commercially for abalone, are 
limited to 125 in number. ‘These arrangements 
aré not expected to alter significantly under the 
proposed Management Plan. 


While the TAC limits the size of the legal catch, 
the legal minimum size limits provide further 
protection for abalone stocks. The size limits are 
set to protect a proportion of the reproductively 
active abalone population, thereby enabling all 
animals to have the opportunity to reproduce 
before they can be harvested. 
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GROSS VALUE OF MARINE AND COASTAL FISHERIES 
PRODUCTION, TASMANIA 


2994-95 1995-96 hange 

$m dr. cn 

Rock lobster 41.4 47.9 16 
Abalone Bo? 52.4 12 
Other fish {a) 13.9 14.4 1 
Total wild fisheries 115.0 114.4 -1 
Salmon S5.7 69.3 24 
Trout na. na, na. 
Oysters (b) 15.2 11.4 -27 
Other fc} 1.0 pe 20 
Total aquaculture 71.9 81.6 13 


(a) Statistics “epresent catches hy Commonwealtn and State fishers from 
State waters. Includes sha‘k from southern shark fishery and Jack 
Mackeral. (9) The reduction in value represents a change in statistrcal 
procedures and the elimination of previous double counting, ratier than a 
real decline. ic} Includes mussels and cultured abalone. 


Source: ABARE, Australian Fisheries Statistics 1996 


Major consumer markets for live, fresh anc 
frozen abalone are Japan ancl USA. Other 
markets include Mexico, Europe, Korea and 
China (including Taiwan and Hong Kong}, with 
mainland China preferring the canned product. 


Rock lobster 


Tasmanian commercial fishing of the Southern 
Rock Lobster (asus edweardsii} has been one of 
the major contributors to the Tasmanian fishing 
industry for over a century. It is a high value 
product, like abalone, but is taken by a diverse 
fleet of about 320 vessels, many of which engage 
in some other fishing activities for at least part of 
the year. 


In the 1995-96 season the commercial catching 
sector declared a catch of 1,838 tonnes. The 
average pricé received in 1995 was $28.17 per 
kg, placing the value of production at $47.9 
million. It is estimated that approximately 800 
people are directly employed in the fishery, 
assuming each vessel is manned by a skipper 
and one or two crew members. 


The rock lobster fishery is both a commercial 
and recreational fishery. Commercial fishers’ 
methods take rock lohster from coastal reefs 
over a depth range of 2 to 150 metres, using 
baited pots. Regulations require pots co have 
escape gaps to allow juvenile cock lobster to 
escape. Similar pots are used by many 
recreational] fishers, Recreational fishers also dive 
for lobster, or use hoop style lift nets (rock 
lobster rings). 


The commercial rock lobster fishing fleet 
comprises 320 vessels, ranging in size from 6 to 


26 metres in length. Each vessel has a rock 
lobster pot allocation based on either length or 
tonnage, varying between a minimum of 15 and 
a maximum of 40 pots. A total of 10,507 pots are 
distributed throughout the fleet. 


The fishery has hitherto always been managed 
by input controls, including limits on boat 
numbers and rules on the number and usage of 
rock lobster pots, the length of fishing sedgon, 
and the minimum size of the lobsters. There are 
alsa controls on recreational fishing of rock 
lobsters that restrict access to one pot per 
licence holder, and impose a daily bag limit of 5 
rock lobster and a possession limit of 10. 


The Government has been developing a fishery 
management plan for the rock lobster fishery, 
based on a move to quota management. The 
new system is expected to begin in March 1998. 
The main motivation behind the propasal is to 
place a more effective cap on the commercial 
catch, which is believed to be running at levels 
significantly above what is sustainable. 


Wild finfish 


Despite the domination of crustaceans and 
molluses in Tasmanian fisheries, the 
contribution of wild finfish is stil] substantial. In 
1995-96 the landed value of all scalefish and 
shark was around $14 million. Key target species 
landed in the fishery include Blue and Spotted 
Warehou (Seriolella brama and S. purctaia), 
Silver Trevally (Pseudocarany dentex), various 
species of flathead (Platycepbatus spp. }, 
flounder (mainly Pleuronectidae), Jackass 
Morwong GNemadactyius macropterus), 
Bastard and Striped Trumpeter (Latridopsis 
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forster? and Latris lineata), and Garfish 
(Hyporbampbus melanochir), all destined for 
the table fish market. 


Other important species include Jack Mackerel 
and shark. Alchough the dark oily flesh of the 
Jack Mackerel is not appreciated here, large 
quantities are converted into fishmeal. Catches 
have, however, been very variable in the past 
decade. 


Shark, particularly Schoci Shark (Gafleorbinus 
gaieus) and Gummy Shark (Mustelis 
antarcticus), are an important part of the catch 
in State fishing waters, in terms of both volume 
and value. Among the most widely distributed of 
all fish species, shark inhabit waters up to 2,000 
metres deep, as well as shallow coastal waters, 
and sometimes veriture deep inland into 
freshwater systems. The commercial catch 
supplies the table fish market, usually being sold 
as flake. 


In 1995-96 the total catch of shark landed in 
Tasmania, from both State and Commonwealth 
waters, was 1,013 tonnes. However, the industry 
is in danger of over-exploitation throughout 
south-eastern Australia, Scientific studies have 
concluded that in Tasmania the current School 
Shark stock may be as little as only one-seventh 
of its original size, and that the fishery requires 
conservative management to avoid biological 
collapse. 


Several protective measures have been put into 
place to try to reverse the trend. A number of 
significant bays and inshore waters have been 
defined for some years as shark nurscrics, to 
protect young sharks and encourage rebuilding 
af the stock. 


Recent developments in markets and fish 
handling have seen significant incrcases in effort 
targeted at species such as Banded Morwong 
(Chetodactytus speciablis) and wrasses (af the 
genus Notolabris). These rocky rcef species are 
sold on the premium live fish market. 


Potentially, about 850 operators are capable of 
fishing for finfish. The types of vessels involved 
range from small aluminium and wooden 
dinghies, to large steel vessels chat take scalcfish 
as part of diversified fishing operations (e.g. as 
an adjunct to rock lobster fishing). 


A diverse range of fishing methocls are used, 
including gillnets, hooks and beach seines 
fishing. Other fishing methods, including the usc 
of purse seine nets, ancl the targeting of shark 
(by hook or large mesh gill nets), require 
additional separate licences and are subject to 
additional specific conditions. 


The scalefish fishery has, until now, operated 
with minimal management controls in terms of 
limits on total catch and effort. Access to much 
of the fishery has becn only restricted by the 
requirement that participants hold a fishing 
licence (vessel) (formerly the Tasmanian Fishing 
Boat Licence, or TFBL), and/or fishing licence 
(personal). 


Other controls in the fishery include minimum 
size limits for key species, mesh size limits, and 
net length regulations for some gears. Many 
areas are closed for fishing, including shark or 
fish nursery areas, and areas vulnerable to 
netting such as river mouths and estuaries. 


VALUE OF SELECTED WILD FINFISH CATCHES, TASMANIA, 


1995-96 ae 

Weight Value Price 
Species t $'000 Svkg 
Australian Salmon 413 426 1.03 
Flathead 57 212 3.65 
Flounder 34 158 4.70 
Garfish 58 183 3.14 
Grenadier 9 & 0.89 
Ling 281 B85 2.44 
Mackerel (excluding Jack Mackerel) 2 9 4.28 
Snoek (Barracouta) 20 12 0.59 
Trevalla 439 2013 4,59 
Trevally (a) 6 9 1.6521 
Trumpeter 122 529 4.44 
Tuna na. na, na. 
Warehou i410 4124 1.09 


(a) These figures are based an logbook returrs and may rot always dislinguish 


accurately betveen simila’ species, 


source: Department af Primary Industry and Fisheries 


214 Tasmanian Year Book 1998 


Limits on fishing gear also apply in some waters. 
Under the new Fishery Management Plan it is 
likely chat a more comprehensive and specific 
range of licences will apply. 


Scallops 


Traclitionally, the Tasmanian scallop fishery 
operated as an adjunct to rock lobster fishing. 
Over winter, when lobsters were scarce or the 
lobster fishery was closed, fishers turned to 
scallop fishing to supplement their income. 
However, as a result of year-round fishing in the 
early 1980s (which was partially due to 
unrestricted licence issuc), the Stare waters 
fishery was over-exploited and was ultimately 
closed in September 1987 to allow stocks to 
recover, 


[n 1995 the ‘Tasmanian scallop fishery was 
re-opened after a period of closure of $ years. 
During 1995, 113 vessels, mostly in the 

10-20 metre length class, were entitled to a 
Tasmanian scallop fishing licence. The 1995 
season was relatively successful with about 205 
tonnes of meat being processed with an 
estimated wholesale value of $2.8 million. Since 
then, however, stocks have been marginal andl 
fishing effort very limited. 


Predominantly, catches im south-eastern 
Australia comprise the Commercial (King) 
Scallop (Pecten fumatus). Other scallops of 
minor importance are the Doughboy Scallop 
(Mimachiamys asperrimus) and the Queen 
Scallop (Hguichlaniys bifrons). All commercial 
fishing for scallops in south-castern Australia is 
by dredging although diving has been popular in 
some areas. Dredges are typically 34 metres 
wide and equipped with a tooth bar or ‘scraper’ 
bar as the catching mechanism. Dredging, 
however, has becn shown to he relatively 
inefficient and to have adverse environmental 
and fishery impacts. Research is continuing into 
new types of dredges with less damaging 
characteristics. 


Regulation of the fishery is achieved through 
such measures as trip limits, based on vessel 
length, (the highest being 140 bags (units) per 
trip) and a minimum size limit, for Commercial 
Seallops, of 80 mm at the wiclest diameter. 


Monitoring and enforcement 


Within the wild fisheries the abalone, scallop and 
Jack Mackerel fisheries are managed and 
monitored through quota management 
mechanisms and other limits on toral catch, 


Legislatively entrenched reporting requirements 
ensure that the major regulatory authorities, the 
Tasmanian Police and the DPIF, have the 
necessary information to manage the resources 
in an environmentally sustainable manner. 


The most comprehensive reporting 
requirements apply in the abalone fishery. Each 
diver must declare through the Abalone Diver's 
Docket the cxact weight of abalone upon 
landing and various other details. The diver 
retains a copy of this information, a copy is sent 
to the DPIF (within 48 hours) and 2 copies 
accompany the fish to the processing premises. 


The processor must complete the required 
information on receipt of the abalone from the 
diver, forward a copy ta the DPIF and retain a 
copy. The DPIF therefore receives 2 copies of 
each abalone docket. which are cross-checked 
and compared with the record of authorisations 
for cach diver. 


This information, which enables analysis of the 
catch and effort, shows trends in the fishery and, 
in conjunction with information from the divers, 
is the principal method for assessing the status 
of Tasmania's abalone stocks, 


Similar reporting requirements exist for the 
scallop fishery. ‘Uhe scallop fishery is managed 
through trip limits based on standard sized bags 
and vessel length. Fishers are allocated a tag for 
éach bag to which they are entitled. All bags soid 
to processors must be tagged. Fishers are 
required to report information on landing. 
including the number of bays caught. Processors 
then give an estimate of the weight of the catch. 
As with abalone this information enables analvsis 
of the catch effort, enabling appropriate 
measures to be implemented to effectively 
manage the scallop fishery. 


In all fisheries, information provided by logbook 
returmis is basic to assessment of the stock ancl 
hence 10 management decisions. 


Research in wild fisheries 


Most major fish stacks around Tasmania are fully 
exploited and some of the key fisherics may be 
over-exploited. The furure development and 
security of these resources is dependent on 
fishing being managed to levels that are 
sustainable. Management decisions of this sort 
are critically dependent on research and 
assessment. The wider duties of government are 
embodied in the Aving Marine Resources 
Management Act 1995, which explicitly 
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broadens che responsibility of management to 
cover the whole marine ecosystem. 


The fishery management plans must follow 
Principles of cnviranmentailly sustainable 
development. This requires measurable 
performance standards for stocks and 
ecosystems, and predictable management 
responses to change in stocks and the 
environment. 


The goals of the various current research 
programs on wild fisheries therefore reflect the 
basic need for methods to monitor stock 
performance, knowledge of the dynamics of the 
species and the development and articulation of 
management advice. For example in 1995-96, a 
project commenced to investigate the impact of 
gillnetting an rocky reef fish; this was of 
particular relevance to management of the 
Banded Morwone fishery. 


The research programs in the abafone andl rock 
lubster fisheries are regarded as among the best 
in the world. in both cases sophisticated analysis 
of information provided by fishers is 
supplemented by independent surveys, and 
combined in models that now have years of 
development behind them. 


Aquaculture 


The water around Tasmania's coastline is 
relatively clean and unpolluted and its sheltered 
inlets provide ideal locations for aquaculture. 
Coastal marine and estuarine waters provide the 
basis for most of the marine farming in 
Tasmania, At June 1997 there were 143 separate 
marine farms on a total area of 1,888 hectares. 
The industry is concentrated mainly in the 
south-east of the State because of the cooler 
waters, range of sheltered inlets and proximity to 
infrastructure such as markets, transport services 
and airports. 


Aquaculture is an increasingly important part of 
Tasmanian primary industry, and its total value is 
fast approaching that of the wild fisheries. 
Marine farming activity is primarily in Atlantic 
Salmon, Pacific Oysters and Ocean Trouc. Other 
species produced include scaliops, mussels, 
native flat oysters and abalone. 


Environmental programs 


As noted already, under the new legislation 
marine farming in Tasmania is required to abide 
by the principle of ecologically sustainable 


development. The farms must be able toa 
produce cuality seafood commercially, year after 
year, without unacceptable change to the marine 
environment. 


Marine ecosystems are very complex and there 
are many factors involved in determining the 
quantity of fish or shellfish that can be farmed in 
an areca without causing unacecptable 
environmental change. These include current, 
water exchange rates, and ambient nutrient 
concentrations. 


The environmental objectives and standards that 
are specified in the marine farming development 
plans allow a cost effective, best practice 
monitoring program to be put in place, ensuring 
the long-term sustainable development of the 
marine farming industry. 


This environmental monitoring will provide 
direct evidence of the state of the environment 
under and near each farm. Separate 
environmental monitoring programs have been 
developed for shellfish and for finfish marine 
farming activities. 


Ata farm level, programs will be tailored to the 
size and location of the farm, the species to be 
farmed, and the environmental sensitivity of the 
area. The results will show whether the impacts 
of the farms are extending beyond an acceptable 
level in the immediate vicinity. The data 
collected will improve the knowledge of effects 
ot marine farming on the environment, enabling 
environmental criteria and standards to be 
refined and adjusted to local conditions. It will 
also provide important information to farmers 
on the sustainability of their husbandry 
procedures. 


Atlantic Salmon 


The Atlantic Salman (Sedo salar) industry in 
Tasmania has developed in the past dozen years. 
The industry was escablished as a result of a joint 
venture protect between the State Government, 
the Narwegian company Noraqua and a group of 
private Australian companies. 


The first 55 tonnes of salmon was harvested in 
1985-86. This production has rapidly grown to 
an estimated live weight production harvest of 
7,699 torines in 1995-96, Tasmania is the only 
State in Australia with environmental conditions 
suitable for sea pen culturing of Adantic Salmon. 
Their growth in this environment is very rapid. 
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They grow from 80 grams to 4 kg in 12 ta 15 
months, making them the fastest growing 
salmon in the world, 


Currently there are 36 permits for salmon 
production of which 15 are farming a total 
leasehold area of 280 hectares. The majority of 
salmon farms are located in the south-east of the 
State: D’Entrecasteaux Channel, the Huon River 
and Tasman Peninsula, but Macquarie Harbour 
on the State’s west coast also has a number of 
salmon farms. 


Industry farm gate valuc in 1996 was over 

$69.3 million, at $9.00/ke. The majority of 
salmon is sold as fresh chilled or head on, gutted 
and gilled. Value-added products include 
smoked salmon, caviar, and consumer sized 
packs of fillets and steaks. 


Exports are primarily to Japan, although other 
markets include Singapore, Taiwan and Hong 
Kong. Tasmanian salmon attracts a premium 
price in the Japanese market, up to 20% above 
Norwegian salmon prices. Tasmania's export 
markets are subject to direct competition from 
Chile and New Zealand, but the industry has 
continued to experience relatively stable export 
and domestic market prices and has established 
itself as a supplier of a quality product. 


Pacific Oysters 


The Pacific Oyster (Crassostrea gigas} was 
introduced to Tasmania after the Second World 
War, but collection from natural spat settlements 
was marginal and unreliable. Since the 1980s, 
farmers have had access to reliable supplies of 
oyster spat grown in a hatchery environment. 
With this development the Tasmanian industry 
rapidly progressed into full commercial 
production and now leads the country in oyster 
culture technology. 


Currently there are 93 leases, held by 67 lessees. 
The total area Icased for oyster farming is 1,077 
ha, 807 ha of which is in inter-tidal waters and 
270 ha in sub-tidal waters. Of the coral leased 
area, about a third is currently in procuction, 
one another third is unutilised but suitable for 
development, and the remaining third is not 
suitable for oyster production using current 
techniques. 


Annual production of Pacific Oysters in Tasmania 
is currently about 3 million dozen oysters per 
year, worth approximately $11.1 million. The 
industry is now well established, and is expected 
ta continue expanding at a steady rate. About 


85% of total production is sold fresh unopened; 
the remaining 15% is processed as fresh half 
Shell or frozen half shell. 


Approximately 14% of production is sold in 
Tasmania; most of the remaining 86% is sold to 
mainland Australian markets and 4% is sold 
overseas to markets such as Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Thailand. Japan is also an export 
destination following the signing in 1995 of a 
Memorandum of Understanding Agreement, 
which gives Tasmanian producers access to this 
very exclusive market. The operations of the 
Tasmanian Shellfish Quality Assurance Program 
give Tasmanian growers a definite advantage in 
this respect. 


Scallops 


The depletion of the wild fishery, especially in 
the 1980s, and the marked cyclical changes in 
scallop abundance, have encouraged the 
development of a cultured scallop industry. 


Through cooperation between local fishermen, 
Japanese technologists and the Tasmanian 
Government, a company was Sct up to develop 
the culturing techniques for the scallop industry. 
Itis based at Triabunna and has a special lease 
covering a substantial arca of Mercury Passage 
and Great Ovster Bay. Three cultivation 
techniques are currently used: sca bed 
resccding, cage culture and ear hanging culture. 
Hatchery production of juvenile scallops is being 
investigated, as are the export opportunities for 
cultivated scallops. 


Blue Mussels 


The Tasmanian Blue Mussel (Adpidlies ectislis 
pianulatus) industry was established about 10 
years ago. Cultivation of Bluc Musscls resulted 
from diversification of oyster farming, while 
production has been supplemented through 
collection of spat harvested from wild stock 
attached to salmon cages. The spat is collected 
as part of the cage cleaning process and is 
cultivated on hanging ropes. 


The industry has about a dozen producers, 7 of 
which account for 90% of production. In 
1995-96 about 334 tonnes of marketable 
product was harvested, with a farm gate value of 
$1.2 million, and it is cstimated that with the 
current area available the industry has the 
capacity to produce 2,000 tonnes of marketable 
product. There is ongoing research by DPIF, the 
Tasmanian Mussel Growers Co-operative 
Society, the University of Tasmania, and a 
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Tasmanian cooperative, called Shellfish Culture, 
into improving spat production methods. 


Tasmania provides marketable quantities of Blue 
Mussel 9 months of the year, with the added 
advantage of being able to supply over the 
winter period during the rest of Australia's 
mussel spawning season. 


Tasmanian mussels generaily receive a premium 
price in the market because of their large size, 
higher meat content and flavour. Mussel 
production is located mainly in the 

I) Entrecasteaux Channel, Huon River, Port 
Esperance, Tasman Peninsula and Norfolk Bay. 


Emerging aquaculture possibilities 
The development of new species for marine 
farming requires a considerable investment in 
specialist expertise and equipment. It also 
requires a long-term investment in activities for 
which there are often no direct beneficiaries, so 
government has always had some role in this 
arca, Current research programs include the 
following examples. 


Abaione 


Two commercial abalone hatcheries were 
established in 1986 and advances in hatchery 
technology, genetics and artificial feeding have 
led to the commercial production of significant 
numbers of abalone seed on a regular basis. 
These hatcheries are now able to produce 

1.5 million seed a year. There are 3 types of 
hatchery seed available for on-growing, Greenlip 
Abalone (Hafiotis iaevigata), Blacklip Abalone 
(Hafions rubra), and the hybrid ‘tiger’ specics. 
The hybrid species currently produced has 
improved meat-weight-to-shell ratio growth 
characteristics, meat texture and shell lustre. 


In 1996 the farm gate value of cultured abalone 
was $80,000. As the price of abalone remains 
high and the market for entree size abalone is 
increasing, investors are looking to abalone 
culture as a medium-risk, high-retucn 
aquaculture investment, In addition to the 

2 commercial hatcheries there are 9 farming 
operations, which may increase to 15 growing 
gut and hatchery facifities within the next few 
years. Abalone farming is thought to have the 
potential to grow into a $30 million industry 
within the next 10 vears. Advances in abalone 
pearl culturing could also contribute to the 
industry in the future. 


Greenback Flounder 


Greenback Flounder (Abombosolea tapivina) is 
a native species which has been identified as 
having potential for marine aquaculture. The 
Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries, in 
conjunction with the University of Tasmania's 
Department of Aquaculture, has successfully 
cullured several generations of flounder. The 
technology is nuw fairly widely known in the 
industry, with several commercial operators 
conducting production trials on juvenile 
flounder. 


Striped Trumpeter 

Fintish culturing is recognised as being an 
important part of the aquaculture industry in the 
future particularly as the world will experience 
shortages in the supply of white fish in the near 
future caused by declining wild catches and 
increased demand. Finfish aquaculture provides 
the best long-term solution to this problem. 


At the Department of Primary Industries and 
Fisheries, Striped ‘lrumpeter (Latris lineata} 
have been successfully spawned in an artificial 
environment, with juveniles being reared to 2 
years of age. Technical difficulties with rearing 
have imposed delays on the research, but it 
continues to be pursued by university and DBPL 
researchers, 


—~ 


A number of market assessments have been 
made, with product samples being sent to Japan. 
Market research in Japan inclicates that this 
product could command premium prices similar 
to those of salmon. 


Seahorses 


Research into the aquaculture of the Big Beltiec! 
Seahorse (Hippocampus abdaminalus) is being 
conducted by a number of Tasmanian 
organisations, inclucling several commercial 
operators. The University of Tasmania's 
Department of Aquaculture has successfully 
cultured 4 gencrations of seahorses and is 
currently investigating aspects such as spawning, 
maortaliry and optimum feeding regimes. 


Marine reserves 


Itis now generally accepted, both in Australia 
and internationally, that marine protected areas 
contribute in a valuable way to the conservation 
of increasingly scarce marinc resources. Thev do 
this by providing fish propagation areas from 
which new stock can replenish the surrounding 
waters, and by acting as benchmarks for 
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assessing change. Marine reserves alsa 
contribute to maintenance of biodiversity, 
provide insurance against possible fishery stock 
collapses, protect undisturbed ecosystems for 
scientific research, and provide sites for 
recreation and public education. 


There are currently 4 marine reserves in 
Tasmania, and additional reserves are being 
planned. ‘The existing reserves, declared in 1991, 
are located at Maria Island (1,500 ha}, Governor 
Island (60 ha), Tinderbox (45 ha} and Ninepin 
Paint (60 ha). They are managed joindy by the 
Department of Environment and Land 
Management and the Department of Primary 
Industries and Fisheries. The reserves operate 
on the ‘no-take’ principle, with ne fishing 
permitted in the Governor Island, Tinderbox 
and Ninepin Point reserves and in the majority of 
the Maria Island reserve. 


Recreational fishing 

A feature of recreational fishing in ‘lasmania is 
the high level of community involvement ina 
range of fishing activities. This is clearly an 
important part of the lifestyle in an islancl State, 
endowed with plentiful and accessible marine 
resources. Also, with improvements in boats, 
fishing gear and access the potential impact of 
recreational fishing becomes steadily greater. 


People fish for a variety of reasons, including 
food, sport, relaxation, enjoyment of marine 
beauty, friendship, family and excitement. The 
size of the catch is not necessarily the only 
measure of quality fishing, and the growing 
popularity of catch-and-release fishing means 
that catch no longer cquates simply to fish 
mortality. The traditional aim of catching a ‘feed 
of fish’ is no less important than the anticipation, 
the preparation, and the experience itself. 


The Nepartment of Primary Industry and 
Fisheries administers all sea fishing, while 
freshwater fishing , including the famous trout 
fishery, is under the control of the Inland 
Fisheries Commission. 


The fishers 


A 1994 ABS sport and recreation survey found 
that fishing was second only to walking as the 
most popular physical recreation activity of 
Tasmanians. An estimated 30,900 people fished 
regularly fished during the 12 months to 
October 1994, The number of people who fished 
at least occasionally has been estimated at up to 


100,000. Some 80% of these (24,800 people) 
were males. Most recreational fishers fished 
frequently, with 81% fishing at least once a 
month. 


People of all ages fished: of those fishers aged 15 
years and over, about 23% were agecl berween 
15 and 24 years, 17% were agecl between 25 and 
34 years, 21% between 35 and 44 vears, 19% 
between 45 and 54 years and 21% were aged 55 
years or over. 


Some 3,700 fishers stated that they belonged to 
a club or association during the previous 12 
months. The Department of Primary Industry 
and Fisheries estimated in 1983 that over 80% of 
fishers fished in salt water, though of course 
many fish in both salt and fresh water. The 
injand Fisheries Commission issued 30,439 
angling licences for freshwater fishing in 
1995-96. 


Recreational fishing is also popular among 
visitors to Tasmania. In 1995-96 mast visiting 
fishers came from Victoria (46%), and 27% came 
from New South Wales. A majority of overseas 
fishers were from the United States (40%); other 
countries of origin included Japan, New Zealand, 
Canada, the United Kingdom and Germany. 


—~ 


Main activities 


Rock fobster 


Rock Jobster are caught mainly by recreational 
fishers using rock Jobster pots and rings baited 
with fish, or caken by diving on reefs. Divers can 
use SCUBA and surface air supply. 


Between November 1995 and June 1996, around 
6,153 recreational licences were issued for taking 
rock lobster by pots, and 3,465 for diving. Some 
people have both, and all together there were 
8,046 people with licences to take rock lobster 
recreationally. The 1996 survey showed that only 
about 85% of the recreational lobster pot and 
78% of the lobster dive licences had heen used. 


Prior to November 1995, the non-commercial 
dlive licence covered abalone, rock lobster and 
scallops. A licence is now required for each 
activity, which provides much better data on 
participation in the rock lobster fishery. In 1996 
the Department of Primary Industry and 
Pisherics conducted the most sophisticared anct 
comprehensive catch survey to date. It estimated 
that 111,000 rock lobster, or, 5% of the total 
catch, were taken by licensed recreational fishers 
in the period from November 1995 to June 1996, 
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Abalone 


Abalone arc taken by divers on reef areas around 
the State, often while diving also tor rock lobster. 
The catch between November 1995 and June 
1996 was estimated at 122,000 fish, or 4.6% of 
the tora] abalone take. Recreational divers 
reported catching 29 fish per licence, which 
equates to 6 per day fished over the survey 
period. 


Of the 4,260 current licences held by abalone 
divers in June 1996, only 3,396 people (80%) had 
used their licence by June 1996. 


Scallop 


Recreational scallop fishing, using both dredges 
and cliving, was once important in Tasmanian 
inshore waters, but since the collapse of the 
inshore fishery in the early 1970s, opportunities 
for recreational fishing in State waters have been 
limited. 


Ascallop season was opened in 1995 and again 
in 1996, in areas outside shark nursery areas. 
Participation in these years was low and was 
confined to diving. 


Scealefish 


A wide variety of scalefish species, as well as 
squid and octopus, are fished by using lines, ncts 
and spears. The more popular species are 
flathead (several species), flounder {taken by 
spear and light), Australian Salmon, Pike, 
Trevally, Warehou, Bastard and Stripey 
Trumpeter, Morwong, Bream, Cod and various 
reef fish. Stocks of some species, particularly of 
the reef fish, have come under increasing fishing 
pressure. 


Shark 


Recreational fishing for School and Gummy 
Shark (with a bag limit of 2) is important in some 
areas, particularly off beaches in north-eastern 
Tasmania and around the Bass Strait islands. 
Shark fishing is also popular in the North West. 
Controls on commercial fishing have not 
removed the major concern about the 
sustainability of school shark stocks. 


Game fishing 


Tasmania is recognised internationally for its 
game fishing, and several world records are held. 
Fish are taken by trolling offshore, mainly on the 
east coast from Flinders Island to the Tasman 
Peninsula, between January ancl June. 


Southern Bluefin Tuna (SBT) is the premier 
game species in the south, particularly around 


laglehawk Neck. Fish average around 15 kg, but 
fish up to 40 kg are not uncommon. Yellowfin 
‘Tuna, which tend to be larger, are more 
common in the north. Stripy Tuna and Albacore 
Tuna are also frequently caught. Striped Marlin 
are often encountered, and small numbers taken. 


Fifteen charter boats, used by over 5,000 people 
each year, operate in the fishery. In addition a 
number of people fish privately, often as 
members of one of the 4 game fishing clubs in 
Tasmania. A survey in the 1993 season indicated 
a catch of SBT from charter boats of 13 tonnes. 
The ¢atch in 1994 was abour half this level and 
the catch in the 1995-96 season was also down. 
Controls on commercial fishing, which takes 
most of the catch, have not removed cencern 
over SBT stocks. 


The trout fishery 

Tasmania’s inland fishing is dominated by the 
Brown Traut. Since being introduced in 1864 
from England, it has thrived under Tasmanian 
conditions so that the fishery is essentially 
independent of stocking. The Rainbow Trout has 
not been as successful, although it inhabits most 
waters in low numbers, ancl many fisheries are 
maintained by hatchery liberations (as is che 
small Brook ‘l'rout fishery). 


—~ 


Several private trout fishing developments cater 
especially for anglers. They offer exclusive access 
to private lakes, together with on-site 
accommodation and optional guided fishing. 


Although fly fishing captures much of the 
attention, recreational fishers catch far more 
trout on lure and bait in Tasmania. Only a 
hanclful of lakes are reserved exclusively for fly 
fishing, while a number of the best known 
waters are reserved for the use of artificial lures 
(lures and Ay), but the great majority of lakes 
and virtually all rivers are open to use of natural 
bait as weil, The Inland Fisheries Commission 
estimates annual catches of about 450,000 
Brown ‘Trout and 60,000 Rainbow Trout. 


Economic impact 


Investment in fishing assets, and the expenditure 
of those Tasmanians who fish, generates 
substantial economic activity and jobs 
throughout Tasmania. Coastal towns rely in part 
on expenditure by fishers to maintain business 
and to support the community infrastructure. 
The Department of Primary Industry and 


Fisheries estimated over 10 years ago that, by 
applying national averages to Tasmania, the 
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likely value of tackle, clothes and boats owned! 
by Tasmanian salt water fishers was around 
$145 million, with an annual expenditure of 
#49 million, 


Salt water fishing was also popular among 
visitors to Tasmania. In 1992 about 16,000 
visitors (about 436 of all visitors) fished in salt 
water and spent $24 million in Tasmania. 


In 1990-91 the Inland Fisheries Commission 
conducted a survey of both lacal and visiting 
fresh water anglers. ‘This survey indicated that in 
a full season total annual expenditure by local 
fresh water anglers on fishing reached 

$23.6 million, which equates to more than 
$1,060 per angler. 


In addition when visitors came here to fish, they 
spent a total of $4.7 million in the State on 
fishing. When added together the ‘Tasmanian 
fresh water angling industry was worth $28 
million per year. However, fishing was not an 
expensive recreation for most since, accordin 2 
toa 1994 ABS survey, 47% of fishers spent less 
than $2100 a year on their interest. 


FURTHER READING 


ABS sources 


Management of the recreational 
fishery 


Left unmanaged, the increase in fishing effort 
that results from competition and better gear 
leads to lower individual catches in the 
recreational fishing sector. [t may also lead to 
over-capitalisation and reduced financial returns 
in the commercial fishing industry. But 
regulation is only part of the management 
process. Education of fishers and the community 
are the critical factors, along with community 
involvement in caring for the resource. 


The Department of Primary Industry ancl 
Fisheries is developing a Recreational Fisheries 
Management Plan. It will explain the provisions 
applying to recreational fishing in all the other 
management plans, and include a few general 
rules for the fishery. The new licencing system 
introduced in November 1995 will remain in 
place, with only minor modifications. Fishing for 
rock lobster (by pot or diving), scallops and 
abalone, and the use of various sorts of net, arc 
all licensed separately. No licence is nceded to 
fish with a rod and reel, or a handline; perhaps 
the main complication is the system of local 
restrictions that apply mainly co netting. 


Liome Production of Selected Foodstuffs, Australia, Year Ended April 3992 (7110.0) 


Lousebold Fish Consumption and Non-commercial Fishing Activities, Tasmania, October 1983 


(7601.6) 


Participation in Sporting and Physical Recreational Activities, 1993-94 (4175.6) 
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Almost half of Tasmania’s land area is forested, 
including cool temperate rainforest, wet and dry 
eucalypt forest and plantations. Forests cover a 
total of about 3,317,000 hectares, or 19% of the 
State's area, compared with $9% ar the time of 
European settlement. 


Tasmania has a wide range of native-forest-based 
industries. These vary from weodcralt to wood! 
fuels, from veneer manufacture and sawmilling 
to woodchip, pulp, newsprint and fine-paper 
making. Other important forestry sector 
industries include leatherwood honey 
production, tourism and recreational activities 
based in multiple-use forests. 


In the 1996 Census, there were 1,819 people 
employed in foresiry and logging. This 
compared with 1,638 in the 1991 Census, and 
1,961 in the 1986 Census. 


CHAPTER 18 


Forestry 


ATIuon Pine raft on 
Lake Gordon, 
stockpiled by Forestry 
Tasmania, for gradual 
release to 4 West Coast 
sawmillers who hold 
the only licences to 
harvest the Huon Pine. 


Publiciy-owned forests 


Tasmania is commonly regarded as the most 
studied and researched timber producer of all 
Australian States. In addition to the many 
environmental impact stuclies, inclusury and 
ecomomic investigations at a State and national 
level, an independent Public Land Use 
Commission reviews land use issues within 
“Tasmania. 


About 36% of the forest is in multiple-use forest 
land, which means it is available for logging and 
replanting. One-third of this forest is inaccessible 
and managed for non-wood values, or protected 
by the Forest Practices Code. Private forest is 
also available for logging under the conditions in 
the Forest Practices Code. Forestry Tasmania 
manages 1.6 million hectares of these forests for 
wood production, recreation, conservation and 
other values. 


222 Tasmanian Year Book 1998 


About 30% of Tasmania's land area is in the 
World Heritage Area, national parks or other 
reserves which are unavailable for timber 
harvesting. This is the highest proportion of any 
State in Australia. Around 15% of forest land is 
managed by the Department of Environment 
and Land Management for conservation and 
recreation while 30% is privately owned and 
managed. 


One-quarter of Tasmania's forests are protected 
in formal conservation reserves, such as National 
Parks and Forest Reserves, or are located in 
Recommended Areas for Protection. 


Plantations 


Tasmania has about 129,800 hectares of 
plantations located on private and State lands, 


A high proportion of Forestry Tasmania's 
plantations are softwood, mainly Radiata Pine, 
but the proportion in hardwood eucalypt is 
pradually increasing. Forestry Tasmania 
encourages private growers to increase the areas 
of both softwood and hardwood plantations, 
which produce a range of products including 
paper, fibre board, sawlogs and veneer logs. 


Non-wood values 


Forests have intrinsic values, which include 
scenic values, cultural heritage, wilderness, 
water catchment, biodiversity and geodiversity. 


These values may be protected by placing the 
forest in a conservation reserve, or special 
management zone. They may also be conserved 
through the employment of non-reserve 
methods, such as through operational 
prescriptions in the Forest Practices Code. 


Visual fandscape 


The principal objective of managing the visual 
landscape in Tasmania is to moderate the effects 
of forest harvesting on the scenery. Forestry 
Tasmania Manages landscape as a resource, and 
landscape analvsis for forest harvesting is carried 
aut in sensitive areas prior ta harvesting. 


Cultural heritage 


Cultural heritage management covers both 
Aboriginal sites and historic sites. Forestry 
Tasmania has established a monitoring process 
for forests in relation to cultural resources 
management and the Forest Practices Cade. 


Biodiversity 

The protection of forest biological diversity is 
covered by the Forest Practices Code, where 
forests are subject to commercial harvesting. 
This complements forests set aside in forest 
reserves. The status of rare, vulnerable and 
endangered animal and plant species is closely 
monitored, 


Geodiversity 


The forests also contain earth resources, 
including rocks, land forms and soils, which have 
conservation value. Inventory work is being 
done with the intention of establishing the 
location of significant sites. 


Wood products 


Tasmania's forests are the source of a variety of 
wood products including sawlogs, veneer logs 
and pulpwood. Harvesting of the forests for 
wood products is regulated by the Forest 
Practices Act 1985 (Tas.) which has a number of 
mechanisms to ensure that forest operations are 
conducted in an environmentally acceptable 
manner, 


The Radiata Pine harvest has increased over the 
past 5 years. Hardwood forest products should 
increasingly be derived from hardwood 
plantations and regrowth native forests as 
Tasmania reduces reliance on oldgrowth forests. 


Forestry Tasmania aims to reforest all public land 
that is harvested for wood products. Forestry 
Tasmania owns and operates the Forest Nursery 
in Perth, in the north of the State, which grows 
around 7 million trees each vear. 


Tasmania is Committed to a sustained yield of a 
minimum of 300,000 cubic metres per annum of 
cucalypt sawlog and veneer logs from Crown 
multiple-use forest lancl. 


Other products 


Leatherwood honey is harvested from 
leatherwood-rich forests in the Southern 
Forests, and on the West and North-West coasts. 
About one-quarter of the leatherwood forests 
are accessible to commercial beekeepers, and 
about 85% of this is used. The apiary industry in 
Tasmania coniributes over $4 million per annum 
to the economy. 


Spoagnum bogs are rare ecosystems in 
Tasmania, although a small annual harvest is 
allowed from State Forest. 
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STATE FOREST AND OTHER CROWN LAND, MANAGEMENT, 1995-96 


Vat _ Quantity 
Forest Estate 
Total State multiplé-use forest ‘000 ha 1600.8 
Plantations 
Total softwood area at 30 june ‘000 ha 43.7 
Total hardwood area at 30 June ‘O00 ha 13.7 
Total ‘006 Fa 62.4 
Forest Production Sales 
Native forests 
Veneer lags ‘000 m= 16 
Sawiogs 000 m? 401 
Pulpwood ‘000 m2 1 440 
softwood plantations 
Veneer logs ‘ood m= 4 
Sawlogs ‘ood m3 351 
Pulawood ‘000 m3 276 
Round timber ‘000 m3 20 
Forest Product Sales Value 
Native forests 
Veneer logs $000 782 
Sawlogs $000 9 307 
Pulpwood $000 18 461 
Softwood plantations 
Veneer logs $000 352 
Sawlogs $000 9945 
Pulowood $000 2173 
Round tipnber $000 247 
Finance 
Operating Revenue, Grants and Reimbursements $000 56 285 —_ 
Operating Expenditure $000 42 793 
Dividend and Tax Equivalent 
Dividend $000 12 852 
Max EquIVeIGME = oe ols hs ol eesti al pt, OOO oe OSE 


Source: Forestry Tasmania 


Dicksonia antarctica, the most common of 

5 tree fern species occurring in Tasmania, is the 
only tree fern for which harvesting permits are 
issued. These tree ferns are harvested trom 
Crown Forests in accordance with Porestry 
Tasmania’s tree fern management plan. 


Conservation, protection and 
recreation 


Threats 


Anumber of natural and man-made agents 
threaten forest, including wildfire, disease, insect 
and animal pests, weeds, roads and introduced 
animals. These are all subject to ongoing 
research and monitoring to improve operational 
standards. 


National Estate 


‘Lhe main impact of National Estate listing is on 
intended or actual logging operations. Approval 
from the Commonwealth Government must be 
sought before planned logging for woodchip 
export is permitted in forests of the National 
Estate. It is estimated that 14% of multiple-use 
forest land and 4% of private forests are affected 
by this listing. 


Community information and consuttation 


Legislation requires both the Parks and Wildhfe 
Service and Forestry Tasmania to seek public 
input inte management plans prepared for 
Crown Lands under their control. These 

2 organisations arc committed to providing 
educational information ahout forests and 
forestry to the general public. 
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Bats: Things that go bump in the night 


Foresir): Tasmania 


One of Australia’s most unusual census operations is taking place in ‘Vasmania’s State forests, 


Rob Taylor, Principal Research Officer at Forestry Tasmania, is keeping track of populations of 
Tasmania's 6 bat species to determine the impact of iogging activity on the bats. This will assist 
long-term management of their habitat in wood production forests. 


Each bat species has a unique echolocation call, which is used to navigate and to locate flying insects, 
their food source. Science has taken advantage of this to keep track of populations in Tasmania. The 
calls of each species were recorded using electronic equipment with microphones sensitive to 
ultrasonic sounds, which were then converted co audible sound and recorded onto tape. 


This process has helped Dr ‘Taylor to develop a tool to identify the echolocation calls of each species 
of Tasmanian bats offering an easy methexl of monitoring populations. 


No Tasmanian bats are considered to be threatened and all species are widespread and found in 
most forest types. However, maintaining a suitable and Jong-term habitat is necessary to ensure 
populations remain secure in the Future. 


Bats require old trees for roost sites. In wood production forests, roost trees are retained ina variety 
of situations. These include stream reserves, wildlife habitat strips and clumps of trees retained 
specifically for this purpose in and around logged areas. 


With the conversion of mature forest to regrowth, the ahility of hats to use regrowth forest for 
foraging needed to be better understood by Forestry Tasmania. 


Dr Taylor's research found that because bats are able to fly up to 10 kilometres cach night to forage, 
they are able to utilise regrowth forest for foraging by commuting from areas with hallows. 


However, further research is needed to estimate the exact numbers of trees with hollows required 
to cater for the needs of future bat populations. 


In addition, the Landcare program has been In 1995-96, there were around 350,000 visits to 
active in fostering community interest in tree State forests and approximately 80 nacure-based 
planting, forest protection, bushland tourism operators. 
management and other forest-related activities. 

Water quality 
necator Water quality can be affected by the harvesting 
Tasmanians have a strong tradition of using of forests, road construction, grazing, mining or 
forests for recreational purposes. However, other use of catchments by humans, especially 
there is a growing interest in the forests by when it is unregulated. 
interstate and overseas tourists, who are largely 
responsible for the growth in visitor numbers to Timber Harvesting Plans under the Forest 
forest attractions. Practices Act identify water catchments and 


specify measures to protect water quality. 


Private forestry 

‘lasmanian private forestry is forestry activity on 
privately-owned land managed for private 
commercial gain. Private forested land provides 
a significant contribution to long-term wood 
supply, the maintenance of rural income and the 
protection of conservation and land care values. 
In 1997, Tasmania’s forests covered about 49% 
of the total! area of the State, with private forests 
making up about 29% of the forest area; much 
more than in any other Australian State. 


Marker forces largely determine the level of 
commercial wood production on private lane. As 
well as several large industrial forest owners, 
there are many individual private landowners 
with haldings ranging from a few hectares in size 
to over 100,000 hectares. 


In 1994-95 over 50% of Tasmania’s hardwood 
pulpwood was harvested frorn private land. In 
the same period, the mill door value of sawlogs 
and veneer logs harvested from private land was 
$14 million, After processing, the value of the 
products from these sawlogs was $60.4 million 
ancl from the veneer logs was $1.6 million. 


About 5,300 hectares of private forested land are 
dedicated as privatc conservation areas. Over 
270,000 hectares are declared as Private Timber 
Reserves giving the Jandowners some additional 
security regarding harvesting rights. 


The Forest Practices Code provides a uniform 
set of stanclards which apply equally to all lane 
ownership types, including private forest land. 
The Code is designed to protect a range of 
important environmental values during forest 
operation, and to impose fines for failure to 
comply. 


Until June 1994, private forestry in Tasmania had 
strong administrative links with the Forestry 
Commission (now Forestry Tasmania), most 
recently through the Private Forestry Council. 
However, under the Private Forests Act 1004 
(Tas.}, responsibility for private forestry passed 
to Private Forests Tasmania (PFT). 


PFT is a Tasmanian Government funded 
authority established ta specifically promote and 
assist the private forest sector to sustainably 
manage native forests and encourage the 
expansion of plantations. It is unique in Australia 
and has a commitment to foster che use and 
value of trees in land management. 
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As part of its responsibilities, PFT carries out a 
regular review of the commercial private forest 
resource. The most recent review shows chat up 
Lo 250,000 cubic metres of hardwood sawlog will 
be available annually over the next decade. 
Hardwood pulpwood availability will continue at 
about 3 million tonnes annually, with an 
increasing proportion sourced fram plantations. 
A number of forestry companies, investment 
companies and landowners are establishing new 
hardwood and softwood plantations on private 
land at a rate of more than 4,000 hectares 
annually, 


FOREST AREA ON PRIVATE LAND IN TASMANIA 


Area Proso tian 

‘O00 ha Se 

Commercial Native Forest 773 29 
Plantations fie) 3 
Other (inctudes pasture} 1840 68 


Total 2 688 106 


Source. Private Forests Tasmania and Pegional Forest 
Agreement documents 1997 


Forestry production 


Before the commencement of woodchipping in 
1970-71, the only details collected by the ABS 
were quantities of logs cut by sawmills and 
phwvood mills, and rough-sawn limber producecl 
(inclucling a sawn timber equivalent of veneer 
production). These items were initially only 
classified by hardwoods (mainly eucalypt) and 
softwoods (mainly Radiata Pine), From 1984, 
figures on varieties of timber produced were 
collected in greater detail: eucalypt, other 
hardwoods (comprising Blackwood, Myrtle, 
Sassafras and Leatherwood), plantation pines 
(Racliata Pine) and native pines (Huon Pine and 
King Billy Pine). 


In 1924 there were 176 establishments described 
as Operating sawmills, rising to a peak of 366 in 
1992. This number declined progressively as 
amalgamations occurred and larger and more 
efficient Operations came into being. By 1987 the 
number hacl fallen to 136, and declined still 
further to approximately 125 actually producing 
in 1096. 
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The number of woodchipping locations grew 
rapidly from 8 in 1969-70 to 28 in 1972-73, and 
remained at around the 30 level until 1977-78, 
after which there was a steady increase to a peak 
of 36 in 1988-89. Then followed a decline, with 
31 operating locations remaining in 1995 96. 


Total log usage 


Total log usage (later changed to jog delivery} 
was only 389,400 m” in 1924, rising to 

1,101,300 m? in 1969. Upon commencement of 
full-scale woodchipping operations log usage 
rose from 1,826,300 m” in 1970-71 toa high 
point of 4,536,100 m? in 1979-80, then decHned 
slightly in 1983. 


A peak of $071,200 m° was reached in 1988-89 
then in 1992-93 usage had declined to 
4,233,700 m*, 1993-94 sawa slight increase but 
in 1994-95 total log delivery increased to 
§,037,600 m”, almost rivaling the peak attained 
in 1988-89. 


There were then 31 woodchipping locations in 
operation while the number of sawmills had 
declined. In 1995-96 log delivery declined again 
to 4,470,900 m*. The logs are utilised by both 
sawmills and woodchipping establishments. 


From 1988, log deliveries were classified 
separately as coming from Crown or private 
land. In that year, 58% came from Crown Land 
and 42% from private land. As the private 
forestry industry developed, the Crown Land 
proportion fell to 55% in 1993-94, its peak 
having been 66% in 1991-92. From 1993-94 to 
1995-96 the propartion of logs from private land 
increased from 45% Lo 47%. 


LOG USAGE AND PRODUCTION, TASMANIA 
{green weight} 


Total log Woodrhips Sawn 

Usage produced tirnbesr 

_000 m ‘DOO t ‘o00 1? 

1990-31 4281.2 3659.1 297.3 
1991-92 3978.7 3356.0 297.1 
1992-93 4 233.7 3565.8 324.1 
1993-04 4349.2 3726.1 348.0 
1994 95 bh 037.6 4 343.1 360.1 
1995-96 4470.9 3 820.1 349.3 


Source: AGS cataiogue no. 1303.6 


Woodchipping 


The advent of large-scale woodlchipping 
operations in 1970-71 brought about an increase 
in forest-based production. Whereas there had 
previously been only a couple of pulp mills 
chipping wood for their own paper production, 
there were 3 major export chipping sites 
commencing operations: 2 on the Tamar River 
and one at Triabunna on the East Coast. These 
mills were equipped with a full range of wood 
handling, de-barking and chipping machinery, 
were extensively automated and situated at 
deepwater ports, utilising bulk-chip-handling 
convevors and loading facilities for direct export 
by special container ships to Japan. 


Initial production of 828,600 tonnes (green 
weight) of woodchips in 1970-71 was derived 
from 771,500 m” of bush logs coupled with 
125,000 m? of off-cuts processed hy sawmilling 
establishments with small, end-of-line chippers. 


Many sawmills which previously had few avenues 
for disposal of their waste wood were now able 
to install a chipper and sell their chips to either 
local processors (pulp and paper manufacturers) 
or for export. 


Usage of off-cuts (mill waste} to produce = __ 
woodchips grew from the 125,000 m? in 1970-71 
Lo 268,700 m° in 1973-74, Woodchip production 
Auctuated until 1980-81 when it peaked at 
308,800 m° of waste wood converted to 
woodchips. A dip in 1982-83 was in line with a 
similar decline in production from sawmills 
supplying the off-cuts. Over the next 5 years, 
usage rose steadily to another high point of 
305,000 m? in 1986-87, After a slight decline in 
1987-88, usage cradually approached the 
300,000 m° level again, rising to 394,200 m?* in 
1994-95 and a high of 457,900 m” in 1995-96. 


Chipping of whole logs began in 1970 witha 
modest input of 732,000 m” and progressed aver 
the next 10 years to reach 3,593,800 m’ in 
1979-80. In 1988-89 the highest annual usage 
was recorded at 4,149,400 m?, Following a 
period of lower activity over the next 5 years, 
4,064,100 mi" of logs were chipped in 1994-95, 
falling to 3,510,000 m* in 1995-96. 


Toxal production of woodchips reached 
3,042,600 tonnes in 1973-74 and remained at 
about the 3,000,000 level until 1979-80 when 
output reached 3,673,000 tonnes. Following a 
decline to 3,118,600 tonnes in 1981-82, 
production climbed to 3,650,700 tonnes in 
1984-85 and reached the (then) highest on 


record of 4,260,500 tonnes in 1988-89, During 
the years 1989-90 to 1993-94 production varied 
at around the upper 3,000,000 mark. In 1994-95 
production again increased and a new record 
level of 4,343,100 tonnes was reached. In 
1995-96 production decreased to 3,820,100 
tonnes, 


Sawn timber 


From a mere 155,400 m? of sawn timber from 
the 176 mills existing in 1924 (apart froma 
decline in 1931 and 1932}, production grew 
steadily. By 1955 a figure of 331,300 m” was 
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actueved and 10 years later the all-time high of 
420,200 m° was reached. Thereafter followed a 
period of similarly buoyant production, until 
1976 when production dropped below the 
400,000 m? level and fell to a low level in 
1982-83 of 248,100 m°. After a return to near 
normal levels from 1984-85 on there was little 
expansion, (with production averaging above or 
around the 300,080 m” mark) until 1993-94, 
when production rase to 348,000 m’, a level 
which has been maintained to the present time, 
The quantity of suitable log resource available 
for sawmilling has been a regulating factor 
affecting production levels, 


Phan: The Mercury 


Tumover for the year 1994-95 by manufacturing 
establishments operating in Tasrnania was 
$4,353.7 million, which represented a 5.8% 
increase, in current price terms, from the 
$4,114.2 million in turnover recorded for the 
1993-94 year. 


This has reversed the situation in 1991-92 when 
turnover, at Current prices, for the 
manufacturing inclustry in Tasmania hac fallen 
compared to the previous year. The 3 years from 
1992-93 to 1994-95 have shown a steadily rising 
trend. 


The percentage contribution by ‘lasmania to 
total Australian manufacturing turnover in 
1991-92 was 2.3%. In 1988-89 Tasmania’s 


contribution was 2.5%, falling to 2.3% in 1994-95. 


Of the establishments operating at 30 June 1995, 
large establishments employing 100 or more 
people contributed 63.5% of total turnover, paicl 


CHAPTER 19 
Manufacturing 
and energy 


In Seprember 1997, 
more than 2,000 
Tasmanian textile, 
clothing and footwear 
workers won a reprieve 
from tariff cuts. Witheut 
the tariffs, employers 
such as Blundstone 
inclicatec that they 
couk! move offshore. 


64.1% of wages and salaries and provided 55% of 
the total employment. 


Employment 


Manulacturing employment continued to 
decline from the 1970s into the 1990s. In the 
carly 1970s manufacturing employed over 31,000 
people, burt by 1992 that figure had dropped to 
around 23,700, a decrease of around 24%. The 
1994 figure fell to 21,600 but rose slightly ta 
22,100 by 1995. 


The inclustry subdivision of food, beverages ancl 
tobacco emploved 5,800 people in 1994-95. The 
other main industry subdivision in employment 
terms was wood and paper products, which 
emploved 3.900 people. These 2 industries 
accounted for nearly 44% of Tasmania's 
manufacturing workforce. 
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WAGES AND TURNOVER PER EMPLOYEE FOR 
MANUFACTURING 


Wades a nd salaries Turnover 
Year 0 SOOO OOO 
1983-90 26.0 153.9 
1990-91 29.0 166.1 
1991-97 30.4 166.1 
1992-93 30.1 177.6 
4993 94 25.6 190.2 
1994 95 30.2 187.4 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 6221.6 


EMPLOYMENT IN MANUFACTURING 


Persons employed at 


30 June 
Year "O00 
1989-1990 27.0 
1990-1991 25.1 
1991-1992 23.7 
1992-1993 22.5 
1993-1994 21.6 
1994-1995 22.1 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 8221.6 


Manufacturing activity 


‘wo industry subdivisions dominate 
manufacturing in Tasmania, both are based 
mainly on the processing of Tasmanian natural 
resources. The first is che food, beverages and 
tabacco subdivision, which had a turnover of 
$1,292 million in 1994-95, when it accounted for 
30% of the total turnover by the Tasmanian 
manufacturing industry, and employed 5,800 
persons, 


The second subdivision is the wood and paper 
products subdivision, which had a turnover of 
$1,098 million, or 25% of the State toral. 


MANUFACTURING ACTIVITY 8Y INDUSTRY SUBDIVISION, TASMANIA (a) 


Manufacturing activity based on Tasmania's 
forestry resources is of great importance to the 
manufacturing sector and the State economy. At 
30 June 1995 wood and paper products 
employed over 3,900 pcople or 18% of all 
manufacturing employment in Tasmania. 


These 2 industries combined accounted for 
$304 million in wages and salaries or 45% of total 
salaries paid. They also accounted for around 
35% of Tasmanian manufacturing industry 
Ltumover. 


By comparison the same industry subdivisions at 
the Australian level accounted for 24% of 
employment and salaries, and about 27% of 
TUPNOVeEr. 


Major manufacturers 


The companies that follow have been selected as 
representative of the various sectors within 
manufacturing in Tasmania during 1997, and are 
not necessarily the largest ar those with the 
most employees. 


Food and beverages 


Cadbury Schweppes Australia Lid (Claremont) 
The Claremont site was established in 1921 By 3 
well-known confectioners, Cadbury, Fry and 
Pascall. The site was chosen for its clean air, 
moderate temperatures and for its access Lo a 
rich supply of high quality fresh milk. From 
these early clays the Claremont site produced 
Pascall ines and later on, the world famous 
Dairy Milk Chocolate. The plant is the largest 
cacoa and confectionery factory in Australia, 
employing over 800 people. 


1994-95 

Employment Turiaver 

ANZSIC subdivision ‘O00 $m 
Food, beverages and tobacco 3.8 1 291.5 
Textiles, clothing, footwear and leather 19 211.3 
Wood and paper praducts 3.9 1 097.6 
Printing, oublishing and recorded media 2.8 157.0 
Petroleum, coal, chemical and associated products 0.9 213.0 
Non-metallic mineral products 1.0 249.7 
Metal products 3.4 819.1 
Machinery and equipment 2.6 254.8 
Other manufacturing 0.8 5o.7 
Total Manufacturing 22.1 4353.7. 


ai Excludes establishments employiig fewer than four persons. 


Source: ABS catalogue no, 8221.6 
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During, 1997 Cadbury will use about 63 million 
litres of fresh Tasmanian milk, which is 
processed at Cadbury's Burnie factory. 


Tours of the factory, which began in 1930, were 
established to offer the general public the 
opportunity to view the manufacturing process 
of Dairy Milk Chocolate. The popularity of the 
tours grows annually with over 77,000 visitors 
‘during 1996, Cadbury Tours recently won the 
199? Tasmanian Tourism Award in the category 
of Major Tourist Attraction. 


Cascade Brewery Company Pty Ltd (Hobart) 
Cascade, Australia’s longest-established 
manufacturing company, operates the country's 
oldest brewery. In 1992-93 it became part of a 
major Australian brewing group, Carlton and 
United Breweries, after being owned by New 
Zealancl interests for a number of years. Cascade 
operates its historic brewery in Hobart, as well as 
the nearby Cascade beverage factory and the 
Woodstock reception centre. Their praducts 
include the flagship brand, Cascade Premium 
Lager, and other Cascade beers and stout, as 
well as cider, fruit juices, toppings, cordials and 
concentrates marketed under the brand names 
of Mercury, Apple Isle and Ultra-C Blackcurrant 
S¥rup. 


J. Boag & Son Brewing Ltd (Launceston} 


Established by James Boag and his son in 18834, 
J. Boag & Son is considered to be one of 
Australia’s premium breweries. The company 
takes care to source premium Tasmanian hops 
and malt which are batch brewed to produce 
traditional-style lagers and bitters. James Boag’s 
Premium Lager has won national and 
international awards, most recently being vored 
Australia's best premium beer. The brewery has 
a flexible and versatile packaging line which 
produces kegs, a range of bottle sizes including 
products in premium-style packaging, and a full 
range of aluminium can sizes. J. Boag & Son alse 
owns and manages the TGI Friday's and 
Wolfgang Puck restaurants franchises 
throughout Australia. 


United Mik Tasmanta Lid (Wynyard, Spreyton and 
Legenvood) 

U.M.T. is a major producer and exporter of dairy 
products which include butter, cheese, milk 
powders, whey protein and lactose. Yearly sales 
to over 30 countries are worth around 

$120 million. The majority of its product goes to 
Asian countries, Europe and USA. 


in mid-1997, Linited Milk Tasmania opened new 


manufacturing facilities at Spreyton, near 
Devonport, on the North West Coast of 
Tasmania, where company executives and 
administration offices are now located. The 
company is a co-operative owned by about 480 
farmers throughout Tasmania. 


Lactos Tasmania 


After commencing operations in Tasmania in 
1955, Lactos was acquired by the French 
company, Bongrain, in 1981. Bongrain opened a 
soft, ripened cheese factory in Burnie in 1985, 
In 1992, extensions to these operations were 
completed, bringing soft-ripened cheese 
production to 1,000 tonnes per annum. 


A renewed focus on marketing and product 
development by management has led Lactos 
away from hard cheese markets to high-quality, 
speciality soft products. Lactos now has 50% of 
the Australian saft-chcese market. Export 
markets have been developed in Japan, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, the Unized States, New Zealand, 
Noumea, French Tahitt, South Korea, Taiwan, 
and South Africa, The company has expanded its 
line of 12 speciality cheeses with the 
introduction of a new washed rind cheese and 
Blue cheese, marketed under the ‘DOMAINE’ 
brand name. 


simpiot Austratia Pty Lid 

Simplot Australia is Tasmunia’s largest processor 
of frozen vegerables. The company, employs 
over 800 people and spends aver $70 million on 
275,000 tonnes of locally produced vegetables. 


The Ulverstone factory, the largest potato 
processing factory in Australia, was re-built in 
1992-93, Using the latest technology, this facility 
supplies most of the french fries and chips used 
by McDonalds and KFC in Australia. The 
Ulverstone factory also produces hash browns 
and dehydrated potatoe granules, Export sales, 
made toa number of Asian countries, are 
expected to increase significantly in the shart 
term, 


The company’s plant at Scottsdale processes 
potatees, producing chips and gems mainly for 
the retail market. About one-third the size of the 
Ulverstone plant, this plant also exports to Japan. 


The Ulverstone factory produces a range of 
frozen vegetables for local and export markets. 
In recent years the factory converted from part 
cannery, part frozen procucts to producing only 
frozen products, Its major products include 
peas, beans, carrots, and cauliflower. 
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McCain Foods (Aust) Pty Lid 


McCain frozen vegetables, including potato 
products, peas, beans, carrots and corn are 
marketed under the brand names of Pict ancl 
McCain. The factory at Smithton processes 
around 73,000 tonnes of vegetables annually and 
employs 300 full-time staff with up to 150 
part-time staff in peak periods. 


Clements Marshall Consolidated Ltd 


Clements Marshall Consolidated Ltd. is the 
holding company for entities involved in a 
diverse range of agricultural and horticultural 
activities. The company operates at Devonport, 
Latrobe, Sassafras, Hucnville, and Cygnet. These 
operations include apple growing, packing and 
exporting; apple processing; fruit and vegetable 
pre-packing and distribution; and onion 
growing, packing and exporting. In addition to 
the Australian domestic market, export markets 
include continental Europe, the United Kingdom 
and a range of countries in Asia. Its major brands 
include Poppy and Stork apples, and Clemar 
onions. The company is expanding its orchard 
development program. 


Tassal Limited 


Tassal Limited, a public company listed on the 
Australian Stock Exchange, is the largest fully 
integrated Adantic Salmon producer in the 
southern hemisphere. The company is one of 
Tasmania's largest private employers ancl is an 
important contributor to the Tasmanian 
economy. The annual turnover for 1995-96 was 
$60.2 million. 


Tassal processes over 4,600 tonnes annually, 
much of which is distributed ta meet the 
growing demand for salmon in the Australian 
domestic market. Major export markets were the 
Pacific Basin, principally Japan. 


Bive Ribbon Meat Products 


Blue Ribbon's business origins date from 1957, a 
year after Josef Chromy opened a small butcher 
shop at Burnie on Tasmania's North West Coast. 
The business expanded significantly and in 1993 


the company was converted to a public company 


and listed on the Australian Stock Exchange. It 
has a workforce of nearly 300 people. 


The company currently operates as one of the 
mast diversified meat processing businesses in 
Australia, with domestic and export meat 
processing, by-products and smatlgoods 
production facility. Blue Ribbon’s export facility 
at Smithton ships high-quality meat to North 


FOOD, BEVERAGE AND TOBACCO 
MANUFACTURING (a) 


Wages anc 

Employment at salaries 
30 June th wii} =| Turnover id 
_ 000 $m $n 
1989-90 6.6 149.1 1123.4 
1990-91 6.2 150.5 1178.8 
1991-92 6.1 184.5 1182.5 
1992-93 6.0 148.8 1234.0 
1993-94 6.0 165.4 1342.3 
1994.95 5.8 163.8 1291.5 


fa} Comprises ANZSIC subdivision 21. ‘bi Includes working 
proprietors, (c} Excludes the drawings of working proprietors. 
(da) Valué data are at current prices ard, therefore. do not 
discount the impact of price changes. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 8221.6 


America, Japan, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Taiwan, anc Korea where 'lasmania’s products 
attract a premium price. 


Aguatas Pty Ltd 

Since Aquatas first started operating in 1987, it 
has grown considerably to become the secondl 
largest Adantic Salmon farming operation in 
Tasmania. Sales for the financial year ended! June 
1996 totalled $14.8 million. 


About 40% of sales is exported to more thana 
dozen overseas markets, mainly in Asia. Ovér the 
199798 financial year, in excess of 377,000 
smalt Guvenile fish) will be grown and over 1400 
tonnes of Atlantic Salmon harvested. 


Seven farm sites, which comprise che main 
farming operations, are situated in the northern 
end of the D’Entrecasteaux Channel, south of 
Hobart. 


Over the next 4 vears Aquatas 1s planning to 
more than double its production with 
cumulative sales over the period of $112 million. 
To support this growth, capital expenditure will 
be in the vicinity of $15 million. 


Aquatas currently employs 111 people and about 
15 contractors. In addition, during the peak 
season, from August to April, employment 
numbers increase to about 140 (plus 
contractars). 


Australian Hop Marketers 


Tasmania's hop indusery dates hack to the 1830s, 
when hops were grown at Bushy Park in the 
Derwent Valley. The hop company, Henry Jones 
IXL, first bought property at Bushy Park in 1918 
and by 1975 had ownership of all the hop 
properties in that area, now known as Bushy 
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Park Estates. In 1976 Australian Hop Marketers 
(AHM) was formed by Henry Jones LXL and the 
majority of Australian hop growers to market the 
hops grown by Tasmanian and Victorian 
growers, AHM is now the dominant hop grower, 
processor and marketer of Australian hops. 


AHM, in Tasmania, has 3 major farms including 
Bushy Park Estates (southern Tasmania), 
‘Forester River Farms (north-cast Tasmania) anc 
Gunns Plains Hop Farms (north-west Tasmania). 


AHM employs 70 permanent staff. The company 
supplics hops to the major Australian breweries 
and exports to over 20 countries in Asia, Furope 
and America. 


Textiles, clothing and footwear 


Sheridan Austratia (Glenorchy) 

The Hobart site was firse established as Silk & 
Textile Printers in 1947 by Mr Claudio Alcorso. 
From 1947 through to 1970 a spinning, weaving, 
dyeing, printing and finishing textile operation 
was developed and eventually sold to Dunlop 
Australia Limited and re-named Universal 
Textiles Australia Limited. 


Until 1978 the plant operated in the area of 
fashion textiles. Berveen 1976 and 1978, Pacific 
Dunlop established the business as Sheridan 
Textiles Limited concentrating on the marketing 
and sales of the Sheridan brand bed sheeting 
produc.s. 


In 1986 Sheridan Textiles was purchased by the 
Brenmoss Corporation and was subsequently 
renamed Textile Industries Australia Limited. 
1996 saw the purchase of the bed linen business 
by €.S. Brooks Canada Inc. and the name change 
to Sheridan Australia. The company employs 105 
people in Hobart and Sheridan bed linen is sald 
locally and overseas. 


Blundsione Pty Ltd (Moonah) 


Founded! in 1870 in Hobart, Blundstone moved 
to its present location in Moonah in 1980. The 
company manufactures industrial, bushwalking 
and waterproof footwear for interstate ancl 
overscas markets, mainly Europe and the Pacific 
Rim. Blundstone Pry Ltd has 2 subsicliary 
companies, one manufactures sumboots, the 
other is a tannery. The company has won a 
design award for specially designed safety boots 
as well as an export award for excellence in 
expansion of export sales. 


Australian Weaving Mills 


Australian Weaving Mills are the largest weaving 
mill of towels in Australia. While the operation is 
geared to the plain-dyed towel market, the mill 
also has a jacquard business for beach towels 
and special designs. 


AWM has recently been appointed as the anly 
approved supplier of the Olympic towel 
products for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. 
To enable the Olympic contract to reach full 
potential, the facility at Devonport has been 
upgraded with new automated machinery. 


Anew distribution cenure has been established 

on site, with the installation of the most modern 
warehouse technology, cnabling world standard 
efficient and cost-ctfcetive service to Customers. 


Tascat Templeton Carpets 


Tascot Templeton Carpets, the only carpet 
manufacturer in Tasmania, operates in the 
relatively smail top end of the Australian carpet 
market. Established in 1961, the company has 
built up a reputation as a leading manufacturer 
of high quality Axminster, Wilton and 
Fusion-bonded carpets and carpet tiles. 


The major portion of Tasent’s business stems 
fram the commercial sector, including hotels, 
clubs, restaurants, offices, theatres, and 
entertainment centres. In addition to servicing 
the Australian market, Tascot also exports 
carpets to New Zealand, South Fast Asia, the 
United States of America, and Canada. The 
company recently manufactured and supervised 
the laying of carpet for several overseas cinema 
projects in South America, South East Asia, ancl 
China. 


The company’s major carpet projects have been 
Parliament House in Canberra, the Regent Hotel 
in Melbourne and the Burswood Casino, Hotel 
and Convention Centre in Perth. 


Tascot employs aver 220 people at its East 
Devonport plane, with a further 25 sales and 
design personnel cmploved in other States. The 
company has recently installed a new $1 million 
computerised jacquard broadloom from the 
United Kingdom, together with a sophisticated 
computerised design facility from Halland. 
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The Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 


| (ANZSIC) 


A new industrial classification is now in use by 
the Australian Bureau of Statistics and others 
who want to compare, analyse and describe 
relevant parts of the Australian and New 
Zealand economies. It is called the Australian 
and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC). 


It replaces the Australian Standard Industrial 
Classification (ASIC) which has been in use 
since 1969. 


The objective in developing any national 
industrial classification is to identify groupings 
of businesses which carry out similar 
economic activities and which satisfy 
conditions such as economic significance. 
These groups can be used te define an 
industry; an individuai business can then be 
assigned to an industry on the basis of its 
predominant activities. In this context any 
organisation which provides goods or services 
is a business, including companies, 
government departments and enterprises, 
and non-profit organisations. 


Why change the industrial classification 
system? There have been significant changes 
in the Australian, New Zealand and world 
economies since the original ASIC. In 
particular, the ANZSIC is based on the 
following: 


« ashift away from goods-producing 
industries to service industries; 


« the desire for closer alignment of the 
ANZSIC to the International Standard 
Industrial Classification, 


« rapid technological development; and 


® user requirement for provision of separate 
industry categories. 


The ANZSIC Divisions are: 

A Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 

RB Mining 

C Manufacturing 

D Electricity, Gas and Water Supply 

E Construction 

F Wholesale Trace 

G Retail Trade 

H Accommodation, Cafes and Restaurants 


1 Transport and Storage 


J Communication Services 


K Finance and Insurance 


1. Property and Business Services 


—~ 


M Government Administration and Defence 
N Education 

© Health and Community Services 

P Cultural and Recreational Services 

Q Personal and Other Services 


The ANZSIC, like the ASIC, has a four-level 
hierarchical structure comprising Divisions 
{the broadest level), Subdivisions, Groups and 
Classes (the finest level). 


The Division provides a broad overall picture 
of the economy and is suitable for publication 
in summary tables in official statistics. There 
are 17 Divisions in the ANZSIC each identified 
by an alphabetical character. These replace 
the 13 Divisions in ASIC, 


It is expected that ANZSIC will progressively 
replace ASIC as the industrial classification 
system used in both the public and private 
sectors. 
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Wood, wood products and paper 
products 


Australian Paper Tasmania 
These 2 mills at Burnie and Wesley Vale are part 
of the Fme Papers Group of Australian Paper 
which is wholly owned by Amcor Ltd. They 
produce a major share of Australia’s fine printing 
-and writing papers, magazine papers and coated 
papers. The Burnie pulp and paper plant 
commenced paper production in 1938 ancl has 
an annual capacity of 120,000 tonnes. It 
produces office and printing papers including 
Reflex and Glopaque. The Wesley Vale site is an 
integrated pulp and paper complex, which 
opened in 1970. This plant annually produces 
around 70,000 tonnes of un-coated paper, 
magazine and printing papers, as well as coating 
approximatcly 45,000 tonnes of paper for the 
Burmie Mill to produce high-quality book, 
magazine and label papers. About $90 million is 
being spent at the 2 mills to improve 
environmental performance and to produce 
coated papers. 


Australian Newsprint Milfs Lid (Boyer) 


ANM’s Bover mill commenced operations in 
1941 and now produces around 280,000 tonnes 
of newsprint and related grades annually. ANM, 
which is wholly owned by Fletcher Challenge 
Paper, also operates a newsprint mill at Albury in 
New South Wales with an annual capacity of 
around 210,000 tonnes. ANM is the only 
manufacturer of newsprint in Australia and the 2 
milfs supply 60% of Australia’s requirement. 


Over $300 million has been spent at Boyer 
during recent years to upgrade equipment and 
improve environmental controls. The company 
has also spent $100 millian at Albury to install a 
large de-inking and recycling plant. ‘This plant 
provides the Albury mill with 40% recycled 
content and the Boyer mill with 20% recycled 
content, 


Boral Timber Division 


Tasmanian Board Mills Limited 

Tasmanian Board Mills Limited (TEM) is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Boral Limited and has been 
a leading producer of Tasmanian Oak hardwood 
timber for over $0 years. In 1992 the company 
acquired the sawmilling intcrests of Risby Forest 
Industries at Austins Ferry in | lobar. ‘This 
purchase effectively doubled the company's 
production capacity. TEM employs over 150 
people at its 3 procluction plants located at 
Austins Ferry, Launceston and Western Junction, 


These operations generate further employment 
for forestry harvesting and cartage contractors. 
The product range produced ineludes flooring. 
architraves, framing, door jambs, and 
components for high grade furniture. Timber 
products are sold in all Australian States and are 
also exported to Europe, Japan, and the United 
States. 


19.6 WOOD AND PAPER PRODUCT 


MANUFACTURING (a) 
Waecs and 
Employment at salaries 
30 June (93 fetid) 9 Turnover (d} 
Caecachccat es ati nts gn tch My se SE Ss 
1989-90 6.2 179.3 1 130.6 
1990-911 5.6 193.4 Laitif.2 
1991 92 5.1 207.5 970.5 
1992-93 4.5 172.8 953.8 
1993-94 3.5 111-8 886.6 
1994-95 3.9 139.800. 1097.6 


fa} Comprises ANZSIC subdivision 23. (b) Includes warking 
proprietors. ic) Excludes the drawings of working proprietors. 
id} Value data are at current prices and, therefore, do not 
diseount Lhe :noact of price changes. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 8221.6 


Non-metallic mineral products = 


Goliath Portland Cement Company Ltd 


Goliath has been manufacturing cement in 
Tasmania since 1928, Australian Cement 
Holdings Pty. Lid, a joint venture company 
owned by CSR Lrel ancl Pioneer International Ltcl. 
acquired Goliath in 1989. Subsiduaries of Goliath 
are The Cornwall Coal Company N/L and Besser 
Tasmania Pty. Led. 


The Railton plant has a cement production 
capacity of 1,106,000 tonnes per annum. The 
cement is solel in Tasmania, Victoria, and New 
South Wales. The 15,000 tonne bulk cement 
carrier, MV Goliath, ships bulk cement from 
Devonport to Melbourne, Svdney, and 
Newcastle. 


Anew limestone quarry is being developed at 
Railton to replace the existing quarry, which will 
be worked out in a few years. About $20 million 
is being spent developing the new quarry, 
including the installation of a 1000 tonne per 
hour limestone crusher and trunk conveying 
system to the cement plant. 
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Basic metal products 


Comaico Aluminium (Bell Bay) Ltd (George Town) 


Australia’s first aluminium smeleer commenced 
production in 1955 as a joint venture between 
the Commonwealth Government and the 
Tasmanian Government. The smelter was 
acquired by Comalco in 1960, after which 
production capacity grew from 12,000 tonnes 
per annum to more than 140,000 tonnes in 1996, 


Comalco’s Bell Bay aluminium smelter produces 
primary aluminium in a range of approximately 
50 different alloys, tailored to suit customer 
requirements. Approximately half of che metal 
produced at Bell Bay is exported, particularly to 
markets throughout South East Asia. Of the 
metal supplied to domestic markcts, about 2(% 
has value added before it too is exported. 


The plant is the largest industrial user of 
electricity in Tasmania. It has recently secured a 
new power agreement with the State 
Gevernment which makes availablel 236 
megawatts of electricity; about the same amount 
of electricity required to meet the needs of the 
entire City of Hobart. 


In 1996 the smelter was presented with a 
number of awards including the Australian 
Minerals anel Energy Environmental Foundation 
Award for Excellence, in recognition of its 
wetlands system, designed primarily as a filter 
system for run-off water fram the smelter site 
before entering the nearby Tamar River environs. 


Pasminco Metafs—EZ (Risdon) 


Established in 1916, the factory at Risdon is the 
largest producer of zinc in Australia and one of 
the top 6 electrolytic zinc plants in the world. It 
exports an extensive range of zinc and zine alloys 
to over 30 countnes and supplics a large 
proportion of Australia’s total requirements. 


In 1996, a total of 207,800 tonnes of zinc and 
zine alloys was produced. By-products produced 
included sulphuric acid, cadmium, and copper 
sulphate. Zinc concentrate treated during che 
year totalled 428,400 ronnes, of which 218,000 
tonnes were from Tasmanian sources. The 
permanent workforce was approximately 650 
with an additional 120 (employee equivalent) 
contractors employed. 


In 1996, work commenced on the conversion of 
the plant to paragoethite production which will 
eliminate the dumping of jarosite waste at sea off 
the coast of Tasmania. The paragoethite will be 


further processed on the mainland. Pasminco is 
considering an upgrade and expansion of the 
Risdon smelter, subject to power supply 
negotiacions, 


BHP TEMCO 


in 1962, BIIP transferred its major alloy-making 
facility from Neweasue to Bell Bay. In 1976, 
expansion cnabled exports and added 
ferra-silicon and manganese ore sinter to the 
existing product range of high carbon 
ferro-manganese and silico-manganese. 
Approximately 75% of TEMCO’s production is 
now being exported to steel makers in South 
East Asia, the Middle East, Japan, the Linited 
States of America and New Zealand. 


In December 1992, the No. 3 furnace was 
converted from the production of ferro-silicon 
10 stlico-manganese ata cost of $14 million, The 
development of a waste water treatment plan in 
conjunction with George Town Council was 
completed in 1993, 


In 1994 TEMCO opened its $700,000 Wetlands 
system, designect to trcat stormwater from the 
plant, the last stage in TEMCO’s Environmental 
Performance Improvement Plan for liquid 
effluent. A new health, fitness and rehabilitation 
centre was also made available for ail employees 
and their partners. 


In 1997 TEMCO is spending $10 million to 
upgerace its No. 3 furnace. 


Fabricated metal products 


ACL Bearing Company (Launceston) 


The factory was established in 1949 ta 
manufacture engine bearings for the Australian 
spare parts trade. ‘The company has since 
expanded and its workforce exceeds 500 in 4 
factories, on 2 sites, 


The range of products has also expanded and 
now consists of automotive bearings, bushings 
and thrust washers, powder metal components 
for che automotive and whitegoods industries, 
copper and tin metal powders, and bearing 
metal strip, The products are marketed under 
the brand names of ACL and Dura Glide 780. 


ACL Bearing Company is a major supplier to 
Australian car manufacturers. All products are 
sold in export markets, which account for one- 
thirel of production, as well as the Australian 
domestic market. Export markets include the 


United States of America, New Zealand, North 
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Rast Asia, South East Asia, South Africa, the 
Miclllé East, and Europe. 


National Castings 


National Castings’ Launceston foundry is the 
oidest continuously operating ferrous foundry in 
Australia. 


The foundry was established by John Williams in 

1833 as The Wellington Street Foundry to 
manufacture agricultural implements for the 
developing colony. Since that time the foundry 
has undergone many name changes and 
diversified to become known for its range of 
Peters and Phoenix wood burning stoves andl 
ovens early this century. It has now developed a 
reputation for the quality of its steel and iron 
industrial castings which are used throughout 
Australia, and parts of South East Asia. 


Products range in weight from 1.5 kg up to 3 
tonnes, in a wide range of alloy steels, irons, and 
stainless steels totalling about 2500 tonnes 
annually. These products are widely used in 
mining and quarrying, power generation, 
materials handling, road and rail transport, and 
general engineering. 


The foundry is a division of Australian National 
Industries (AND) Corporation Limitect, and 
employs about 100 people at its present site ar 
Hobart Road, Youngtown on the southem 
outskirts of Launceston, 


Transport equipment 


incat Australia Pty Ltd 

Incat is a private company that is the culmination 
of 25 years of activity in the ferry and tour boat 
industry. The Incat group conducts most of its 
extensive shipbuilding activity from a modern 
facility located at Prince of Wales Bay in Hobart, 
Tasmania. 


The 1995-96 turnover of the company was 
$120 million. In micd-1997, Incat's workforce 


stood at 1040 employees and 300 subcontractors. 


The company procluces 2 types of vessels: the 
world-record holding Wave Piercing, and the K 
Class catamarans. Both pes of catamarans are 
tailored to suit customer and route 
requirements. The company is currently building 
its 5th generation Wave Piercer and its 2nd 
generation K Class catamaran. A third type, 
suitable to carry fast freight, is under 
develapment. 


Incat has now built around 40% of the high 


speed car passenger ferry fleet currently in 
operation globally. To maintain market 
leadership, and to capitalise on industry growth, 
the Hobart shipyard has been expanded ta 
produce 5 ships per year. 


Incat recently announced the formation of a 
joint venture company, registerecl in Hong 
Kons. Incat AFAI(HK) Limited has been 
established 10 market and contract the 
successful K50 catamaran which will be built at 
AFAT’s new shipyard in Panyu, China. The first 
K50 from this shipyarel will be delivered in 1998. 


Machinery and equipment 


ERICO Lightning Technologies Pty Ltd 


ERICO Lightning Technologies has developed a 
number of patented technologies to protect 
people, buildings, and sensitive clectronic 
equipment from direct lightning strikes and the 
dangerous transient overvoltages that follow a 
strike, 


ERICO Lightning Technologies’ products are 
targeted at procecting telecommunications 
equipment in Asia. In China, for example, this 
market is growing at a massive 160% per year, 
with the number of cellular subscribers there 
expected to grow from 175,00 in 1991 to nearly 
40 million by the vear 2000. 


ERICO Lightning Technologies employs 130 
personnel in research and development, 
product design and testing, manufacturing, 
marketing, and administration at its centralised 
headquarters located at the Technopark, 
Dowsings Point in Flobart. 


In 1995 the company won the Australian 
Industry Research Development Award for 
‘Technological [nnovation for a company in its 
sales size. In 1996 the company, then called 
Global Lightning Technologies, won the Premier 
of Tasmania’s Exporter of the Year Award and 
the Australian Nationa! Exports Award fora 
Small-Medium Manufacturer. 


Caterpillar Elphinstone Pty Ltd 

Caterpillar Elphinstone Pry Ltd (CEPL is a 
leading Tasmanian and Australian manufacturer 
and worldwide supplier of underground mining 
equipment. After commencing in 1975, the 
company experienced continued growth 
through che establishment of reliable and long- 
term customer relations. 


The company is 4 joine venture with Caterpillar 
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ANZSIC suadivision 


MANUFACTURING 1994-95, TASMANIA AND AUSTRALIA 


Food, beverages and tobacco 

Textiles, clothing, footwear and leather 
Wood and paper products 

Printing, publishing and recorded media 
Petroleum, coal, chemical and associated products 
Non-metallic mineral products 

Metal products 

Machinery and equipment 

Other manufacturing 

Total Manufacturing 


Tasnaria Australia 

Employment at Wages ard Emaloymert at : Wages anc 
30 Jue salaries 30 June salaries 
7900 Sm 060 Sm. 
5.8 163.6 162.5 5029. / 

1.9 46,4 76.3 1912.0 

3.9 139.8 62.0 1 948.1 

1.8 $0.4 91.8 3033.2 

0.9 32.9 89.9 3398.3 

1.0 30.1 38.7 1 336.1 

3.4 114.6 146.9 5098.1 

2.6 74.8 201.5 6648.1 

0.8 14.8 53.9 1248.4 

_ 22.1 667.6 923.6 29 651.7 


Source: 46S catalogue nos. 8221.0 and 8221.6 


Inc, Elphinstone products are sold and 
supported through Caterpillar worldwide. 


CEPL currentiy employs about 385 peopic, 
making it a major employer on the North West 
Coast of Tasmania. 


Miscellaneous 


Vincent industries 


In 1976 the Society of St Vincent de Paul 
opened a Sheltered Workshop (Supported 
Employment Facility) based on the rag trade. 


Initially 2 people were employed in a small 
garage in Wynyard, collecting, sorting, cutting 
and packaging clean cloth for garages and 
industry. 


From this small beginning has grown a variety of 
vocational activities employing almost 100 
people. The activities include rag sorting and 
preparation, recycling of metals, plastic bottles 
and glass, security shredding, and ward 
processing. 


In 1988, the change from St Vincent de Paul 
Society to Vincent Industries highlighted the 
difference between the activity of the Society 
and this special work. 


Energy 


Tasmania's energy needs are provided primarily 
by the Hydro Electric Corporation (HEC), a 
government business enterprise (GBE}, 
operating ina commercial energy market. 


The HEC provides generation, transmission, 
distribution, and supply of electricity to all parts 
of Tasmania. Electricity is generated at 27 
hydro-power stations around the State, with an 


oil-fired thermal station at Bell Bay providing 
back-up in times of drought. ‘he HEC also 
operates 2 diesel stations, one cach on Flinders 
and King islands, and in June 1997 Jet a tender 
for the construction of a wind farm on King 
Islancl. 


Tn total the HEC has 243,388 customers, and 
with almost 1700 employees remains Tasmania’s 
largest business. In the 1995-96 financial year, 
the HEC returned its first ever after-tax profit of 
almost $23 million, from a total income of 

$517 million. ‘The HEC also reduced its total 
debt by $96 million. = 


Since the era of construction of major power 
developments cameé to an end in 1994 with the 
completion of the Anthony Power Development 
and the Tribute Power Station, the HEC has 
been preparing itself to meet the challenges of 
reform and competition. 


The Competition Policy Reforms Act 1995, and 
associated agreements signed in April 1995 by 
the Commonwealth, State and Territory 
governments, is encouraging competition across 
the whole economy, and particularly in the 
energy sector. 


In Tasmania, a comprehensive package of 
legislation has restructured the State’s electricity 
industry, in line with the agrecments on national 
conipetition policy. The Goverssment Business 
forterprises Act hecame effective an 1 July 1995, 
and set the framework for the HEC’s commercial 
operations, including the payment of financial 
returns to the Stare. 


The proclamation of the Flectricity Supply 
industry Act in November 1996 removed the 
HEC’s monopoly and permitted other 
comipanies to enter the Tasmanian electricity 
market. At the same time, the HEC changed 
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King Island Wind Farm 


The Hydro-Electric Corporation is establishing 
a wind farm on King Island at a total cost of 
about $2.5 million, a move which will further 
enhance Tasmania's image as a clean 
producer of electricity. 


Following investigations over the past decade, 
there have heen significant advances in wind 
power technology in recent years which have 
enabled the project to proceed. 


A contract for the construction of Tasmania's 
first major commercial wind power project 
has been given to a Melbourne company, 
Sterling Wind Pty Ltd. Sterling Wind will 
supply and commission 3 Nordex 250 kW 
turbines on a site at Huxley Hill on King 
Island. ‘The work is scheduled for completion 
early in 1998, 


The Huxley Hill site is exposed to the 
prevailing westerly winds of the Roaring 
Forties. The average wind speed in the area of 
the wind farm is 26 km/h at 10 metres above 
ground level, and 33 km/h at 30 metres. By 
world standards these winds are excellent for 
wind generation. Wind turbines need a 
minimum wind speed to operate and must be 
shut down if the wind speed is too high. 


Electricity generated by the wind turbines will 
be fed into King Island's 11 kV grid via surface 
transformers and underground cables 
connected to the existing power station. The 
wind turbines and the 4 1200 kW diesel 
generators in the existing power station will 
be centrally controlled to ensure that the 
power generated matches the electrical power 


status from Commission to Corporation. 


In 1996, the HEC became the first GBE to come 
under the scrutiny of the Government Prices 
Oversight Commission (GPO), an independent 
body set up by the State Government to conduct 
public inquiries into the pricing structures of 
statutory authorities. 


The GPOC received almost 100 submissions on 
the HEC’s retail pricing. Its recommendations 
provided the basis for a new pricing framework 
approved by the Tasmanian Parliament to 


demand on the grid. 


To date, King Island’s power needs have been 
supplied wholly through diesel generation. 
The Huxley Hill wind farm should generate up 
ta 2096 of the King Island community's power 
needs, resulting in savings of about $500,000 
in cliesel fuel costs as well as reducing CO» 
emissions from the diesel generator hy 2000 
tonnes per year. 


The wind farm has heen designed to 
incorporate an additional 2 turbines as 
demand on the Island increases. It is being 
developed in an environmentally-sensitive 
way, with an extensive buffer zone around the 
site to minimise the impact of any noise and 
to protect the wincl resource. 


The King Island project will provide valuable 
experience for the HEC in che development of 
wincl farms arid integrated wincl-ciesel power 
SYSCCMS. 


Supporters believe that wind power has 
potential as another renewable energy source _ 
ta supplement Tasmania’s 2262 MW? 
hydro-electric system. 


With increasing pressure on the rest of 
Australia to conform to agreed world targets 
in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
Tasmania is unique with over 99% of its 
electricity generated using renewable sourccs. 
If the Busslink undersea power cable to 
Victoria is constructed, Tasmania will be 
well-placed to take advantage of demand for 
‘green’ clectricicy. 
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operate for 3 vears from January 1997. 


In March 1997 the HEC signed a new power deal 
with Comatco to provide the aluminium 
producer with 256 megawatts of electricity from 
the year 2002 uncl 2014, This is an extra 19 
megawatts above the company’s existing 237 
MePaWwalt CONTACT. 


The increase in customer numbers and the 
signing af new contracts, such as that for 
Comalco, has highlighted the need for the 
development of a new power source for 
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‘Tasmania as the State approaches the long run pursuing the construction of a cable across Bass 

capability of its hydro-electricity-based system. Strait, known as Basslink. This decision has been 

While miniature hydro-electricity schemes and supported by the HEC which secs Basslink as 

the upgrading of older developments are likely imperative to manage supply and demand issues 

for the future, it is generally accepted that major and to reduce drought risk. 

hydro-electric developments are no longer 

viable for ‘Tasmania, either economically or The strategic clirection for the HEC in the future 

environmentally, is to Continue to prepare for the increasing levels 
of competition in the energy market and to seek 

In April 1997 the Tasmanian Government opportunities ta grow the business. 


released its Directions Statement for the State, 
including its approach ta meeting Tasmania’s 
future energy needs. The Government is 


HEC, TASMANIA, STATISTICAL SUMMARY 
Output [ai 


Installed 
Fenerating 

capacity Units gene‘ated Total corsumptien 
NW GWh million kWh 
1988-89 2315 & 908 82249 
1989-90 2315 9021 4 303.1 
1990-91 2315 9926 8 403.7 
1991-92 2 460 6923 8 267.0 
1992-93 2 4395 & 849 & 183.2 
1993-94 2 494 8 865 8233.5 
1994-95 2 502 8679 8044.5 
1995-96 2 502 3096 6 453.6 


ia} Excludes King and Flinders islands. 
Source: Hydro-Electric Commission Annual Report 1996 
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CHAPTER 20 


Housing and 
construction 


The lecation and type of accommodation that 
people choose provide insights into a wide 
range of social and economic influences on the 
population. One of the major investment 
decisions made by people and husinesses is the 
choice of shelter or an appropriate workplace, 


and this decision is affected by a range of factors. 


These factors include price, location, access to 
work, amenitics and public infrastructure, 
planning and government decision making, and 
personal preference. 


The housing and construction industry is usually 


the first sector tu show signs of recovery after an 
economic downturn. The amount of building 
activiry undertaken is aflected by economic 
circumstances, and the reduction in interest 
rates on housing and commercial loans appears 
LO increase activiry. Building activity is significant 
to the whole economy. 


One of the winners of 
the 1997 Architecture 
Awards included the 
College of Aluminiuit 
Training, which was 
designed with College 
staff and student 
invalvernent, 


A resurgence in building activity has further 
downstream benefits, in thar houses are 
constructed from materials that are produced tn 
the manufacturing sector. The housing and 
construction industry (including roads, bridges, 
dams and wharfs) employed approximately 6% 
af the employed labour force (1996 Census), 
and contributed approximately 6.8% of the 
State’s gross slate product at factor cost during 
199-4. 95, and 6.3% during 1995-96, 


Housing 


Home ownership has been described as the 
great Australian dream. The 1996 Census 
revealed that, at that time, 69% of Tasmanian 
househalds had either bought or were in the 
process of buying their own home. 


Some 42.4% of occupied private dwellings in 
Tasmania were owned by the occupants 
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HOME OWNERSHIP, TASMANIA 


1986 1992 1996 
Owellirgs Number %8 Number tis Number _% 
Owned 58 157 39,1 67 915 418 74 260 42.4 
Being purchased 47 588 32.0 44 963 27.7 47 273 27.0 
Rented 36 747 24,7 40 931 25.2 46 142 26.3 
Other 6 307 4.2 &512 5.3 7519 4.3 
Total 148799 100.0 162 321 100.0 175195 ~—- 100.0 


Sourte: ABS catalogue nos. 2015.6, 2790.6 and 2467.0 


compared to 41.8% at the 1991 Census. The 
number of occupants renting accommodation 
alsa showed a small increase, while the number 
of occupants purchasing their own home 
dropped slightly from 27.7% in 1991 to 27.0% in 
1996, 


Within Tasmania the highest proportions of 
ownership (owned and being purchased) were 
recorded in the municipalities of West Tamar 
with 81%, Kentish with 79% anc Kingborough 
and Sorell each with 78%. Municipalities with the 
lowest proportion were Brighton with 53%, 
Flinders with 54% and Hobart with 59%. 


The location of residential building 


Over the past 20 years che majority of residential 
building has occurred in and around the 
urbanised centres of Hobart, Launceston, 
Devonport and Burnie. These regions of 
development have shown periods of high levels 
of residential building, though few have shown 
consistent growth. 


Levels of house building are affected by the 
overall economic climate, particularly the levels 
of home loan interest rates. Siting of public 
housing development can aiso have a significant 
effect on the structure and growth of particular 
areas. 


New housing 


Building activity, as measured by the number of 
new dwellings approved, is often used as one of 
the main indicators of the economic health of 
the State. There were 2,539 dwelling units 
approved in 1995-96. This was a 39% decline 
since 1993-94. In 1995-96, 43% of new 
residential building approved was in the Greater 
Hobart Statistical Division, where 41% of the 
State's population live (Census, 1996). The 
Greater Launceston Statistical Subdivision 
accounted for 17% of approvals, while the 
Burnic—Devonport Statistical Subdivision 
recorded 15%. These two arcas have 21% and 
16% of the State’s population respectively 
(Census, 1996). 


In the Greater Hobart-Southern Statistical — 
Division, during 1995-96, the City of Hobart 
recorded 320 new dwelling unit approvals, the 
City of Clarence recorded 209, followed by the 
Municipality of Kingborough with 198, and the 
City of Glenorchy with 154. 


Of the more outlying areas the Municipality of 
Sorell recorded 145 new dwelling unit approvals, 
followed by the Municipalicy of Brighton with 
107 and the Municipality of Fluon Valley with 84. 


RESIDENTIAL DWELLING APPROVALS, TASMANIA 


Region 


Greater Hobart Statistical Division 
Southern Statistical Division 


Greater Launceston Statistical Subdivision 


Central North Statistical Subdivision 
North-Eastern Statistical Subdivision 
Northern Statistical Division 


Burnie-Devonport Statistical Subdivision 
North-Western Rural Statistical Subdivision 


Lyell Statistical Subdivision 
Mersey-Lyell Statistical Division 


Tasmania 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 8731.6 


1994-95 1995-96 
1263 1098 
368 307 
634 £30 
129 ot 
116 93 
a7g 614 
463 381 
182 122 
17 7 
662 220 
3172 2 539 
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_ BUILDING APPROVED IN LOCAL AREAS, 1995-96 


Other new 
New Pouses resi¢ertial buildings 


Alteratians 
aid Value of 
additions ta nor- 
resigertial regideritial Total 
Statistical region sectors and statistical local Total Value Total Value buildings building Ouitdine: 
areas no. $000 no. $000 S000 $000 $000 
Brighton a? ? 263 415 600 326 i019 307 
Central Highlands 24 1306 2 28 118 _— 1452 
- Clarence 156 15969 53 3399 4 678 5 816 29 B62 
Glamorgan/Spring Bay 54 3 649 7 355 498 1597 6 ogg 
Glenorchy 1170 9 74D 37 3447 1178 14781 29 148 
Hobart 139 «14925 181 23 785 7 523 93 365 136 599 
Huon Yalley 82 5 335 2 30 985 2 106 8516 
Kingborough 180 17.195 18 1200 2505 3560 24 460 
New Norfolk 44 3096 2 140 615 2 866 G71? 
Seoreli 113 8 269 a2 1546 BF3 2513 13 200 
Southern Midlands 36 2 630 — _— 140 680 3.450 
Tasman 22 1124 — 7é 280 1 480 
Greater Hobart-Southern Statistical 
Division 1056 90503 349 34588 19516 128582 273189 
Break O’Day 52 32/4 : — 434 1 O88 4 795 
Dorset a5 2 429 = — 260 1062 3751 
Flinders 6 458 ; — 192 350 1000 
George Town 21 1536 1 30 448 3443 5 456 
Launceston — Inner 106 =99 545 74 6 2901 3104 38 001 56 941 
Meander Valley 36 8017 27 1013 989 6 300 16 925 
Northern Midlands a4 3 430 10 480 635 1322 & 867 
West Tamar 134 12267 & 522 1 686 4 008 15 4a4 
Northern Statistical Division 494 40955 120 8 343 7 747 53175 110219 
Burnie 68 5 861 20 isv4 1409 8 983 18 227 
Central Coast 72 6 644 27 4 840 1608 4 180 14 273 
Circular Head 30 2269 10 689 57a 5 401 8938 
Devonport 65 5 919 61 3916 2 363 10 494 22 692 
Kentish 29 2 194 4 170 561 1184 4105 
King Island 4 398 2 BO 347 120 945 
Latrobe 67 5 488 3 135 922 3 366 10071 
Waratah Wynyard 46 4 496 5 368 1455 1137 7 456 
West Coast is 457 — 383 130 970 
Mersey-Lyell Statistical Division 388 33824 132 9 232 9 627 34 995 87 678 
Tasmania ee 1938 165282 601 52163 36890 216752 471086 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 8731.6 
In the Northern Statistical Division the City of NUMBER OF DWELLING APPROVALS, TASMANIA 
Launceston recerded 180 new dwelling unit : Phvave Public 
approvals followed by the Municipality of West Houses Other Houses ——_—Ohtrer 
Tamar with 142, the Municipality of Meander 1988-89 2 684 864 206 160 
Valley with 123, the Municipality of Northern 1989-90 2547 764 116 92 
Midlands with 54 and the Municipality of Break 1990-91 2b 827 89 101 
O’Dav with $2. 1991-92 De S65 95 69 
“ . 1992-93 2 928 1023 28 145 
The Mersey-Lyell Statistical Division was led by oe Soe nie a ue 
the City of Devonport with 126 new dwelling | pple - 20 oe ° sda 
1995 96 1917 448 21 153 


unit approvals, followed by the Central Coast 
Municipality with 99, the City of Burnie with 88 
and the Municipality of Latrobe with 70. 


Source: ABS cataiggue no, 6731.6 
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Norma Calder, Roval Austratian institute of 
Architects 


The Royal Australian Institute of Architects 
incorporating the Tasmanian Chapter, 
formed in 1936, was preceded by the 
Tasmanian Institute of Architects, itself 
dating from 1903. 


The Chapter represents the interests of 119 
Corporate Members, 16 Graduate Members 
and 28 Student Members, The Insticute, as 
instanced by its Code of Professional 
Conduct, Environmental Manifesto and 
Manifesto on Barrier Free Design, 
demonstrates the concern of the 
architectural profession for the quality of the 
built environment. 


The most public manifestation of The Roval 
Australian Lnstitute of Architects members’ 
activities is che annual awards program, 
where awards are given for the most 
outstancling buildings entered for the year in 
each of the major categories: Residential, 
New Buildings and Recycling and 
Conservation, 


In addition, once of these awards is offered 
each year on a tiennial rotation, and is 
contested by the award recipients in that 
category for the preceding 3 years. A Student 
Award is also given. Entry to the Architecture 
Awards is limitecl to work carried out in 
Tasmania by architects registered in 
Tasmania. 


The Chairman of the Awards Jury for 1997, 
Mr Ken Catona, said: “Architecture is the 
proposition about idea and location and is 


Architecture: the profession 


influenced by time and culture. If the 
architect can consemuct the idea or concept 
with clarity, maintaining originality, 
continuity and sensibility, keeping intact 
those first honourable thoughts at the 
beginning of the clesign sequence; and create 
a builcling chat satisfies che client, the builder, 
the budget and the public then this calls for 
recognition of such work and for celebration. 
This is a far brighter, healthier and balanced 
picture than that driven by the economic 
rationalists whose only interest is cost, and 
time’. 


The Chapter President, Mr Keith Drew, 
described this vear's awards entries as ‘high 
quality design in times of recession’. He said: 
‘the architectural profession is resilient. 
Architects survive because of one major 
attribute: commitment to good design’. Mr 
Drew continued: ‘In the face of changing 
economic circumstances, however, architects 
are being forced to reconsicler their 
traditional business practices. Without a 
doubt the most dangerous influence on the 
architect’s ability to deliver a quality service is 
competitive fee bidding. It is self-destructive 
and ironically counter-productive to the 
long-term objectives of the client.’ 


‘Fee bidding, where price is the major factor, 
impairs the architect's ability to offer the very 
service which is of greatest benefit to the 
client: adding value to the project at its 
inception by goocl design. Fee bidding often 
leads te the first workable solution being 
adopted rather than striving for the optimum 
solution’, he saicl. 
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The Royal Australian Institute of Architects 1997 Awards 


Jjury 


Ken Latona 
Jamieson Allom 
James Jones 
Andrew Flovad 


Residential Category 
Award: Robert Gough House 


Architect: Craig Rasevear 


Award: The Dunne Residence 
Architect: Leigh Woolley 


Conservation & Recycled 


Award: Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre 
Architects: Bush Parkes Shugg & Moon 


Commendation: Tasmanian Museum & Art 
Gallery Stage 1 
Architects: Forward Viney Woollan 


Commendation: The Old Woolstore 
Redevelopment 
Architects: Forward Viney Woollan 


New & extended buildings 
Award: Landsdowne Crescent Primary School 


Architects: Crawford Shurman Wegman 


Award: College of Aluminium Training 
Architects: Jacob Allom Wade Pty Ltd 


Commendation: Drysdale Institute of TAFE 
Architects: Eastman Heffernan Walch & 
Button 


Commendation: Elizabeth Street Mall Canapy 
Architects; Morris-Nunn & Associates 


Commendation: Ansett Reservation Centre 
Architects: Glenn Smith Associates 


Comumendation: Newstead College 
Architects: Glenn Smith Associates/Forward 
Viney Wootlan 


Triennial James Blackburn Award for 
Residential Buiidings 


Jury 


John Howard 
Fric Richardson 
John Skinner 
Charles Voss 


Award: Forward Furmage House 
Architects: Forward Viney Woollan 


SWT Blythe Student Award 


Jury 

Garry Forward 
Mark Drury 
Robert Armsby 


Award: Building In The Park “Water Works 
Reserve’ 
Student: Group Project 


Commendation: Tasmanian School of 
Architecture 
Student: Daniel Lane 


BHP Colorbond Steel Award 


Awarcl: Elizabeth Street Mall Canopy 
Architects: Morris-Nunn Associates 
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AVERAGE COSTS FOR COMPLETED BUILDINGS, TASMANIA 


1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995 -96 
$im@ ime sim? $mé 
New houses 456 A76 503 521 
Other new residential builcings 593 594 636 710 
Non-residential buitding 1062 B38 642 637 
Source: ABS unaublished data 
Cost of building Construction 


The average costs for buildings completed 
provides a measure of the changing costs of 
building. The unit cost per square metre has 


Building construction 


The value of building work done in 1995-96 was 


increased steadily for new houses, but other new 
residentia! dwellings have not shown the same 
pattern of increase. This is due partly to the 


$460.3 million which was a 3.3% decrease on the 
$476.0 million recorded for 1994-95, Wark done 
on new residential building during 1995-96 was 


valued at $222.4 million, or 48.3% of the total, 
and non-residential building work done was 
$195.2 million. 


changing mix of high density dwelling types. 
Unit costs for non-residential buildings are 
influenced by the type of buildings. Large scale 
construction such as international hotels and 
office accommedation has a significant influence 
on the non-residential building sectar in 
Tasmania. 


The value of work done on non-residential 
buildings in 1995-96 was $195.2 million, an 
increase of 29.0% on the 1994-95 figure of 
$151.4 million. The largest percentage increases 
in the value of work done in the non-residential 


TOTAL VALLE OF CONSTRUCTION ; : 
area were for the Hotels, motels, which rose 


WORK DONE, TASMANIA r the F : 
Building Engineering Total from $3.1 million in 1994-95 to $8.6 million in 
$m $m $m 1995-96, and the Entertainment and 

1990-91 393.5 289.8 683.3 Recreational category, which increased from 
1991-92 449.0 302.6 7516 $4.7 million in 1994-95 to $12.0 million in 
1993-94 494.4 243.4 734.8 sat 
1994-95 476.0 192.3 668.3 
1995-96 460.3 258.3 718.6 


Source: ABS catalogue nos, 8752.6 and 8762.0 


VALUE OF WORK DONE, TASMANIA 


1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 
Type of building =m $m sn 
New houses 248.0 231.3 185.1 
Other new residential buildings 63.3 48.5 37.3 
Total new residential buildings 311.3 279.8 222.4 
Alterations and additions to residential buildings 40.7 44.5 42.8 
Hotels, motels etc. 44 3.1 3.5 
Shops 11.6 25.4 26.0 
Factories 14.8 14.8 20.1 
Offices 20,1 21.5 21.5 
Other business premises 8.3 17.5 23.6 
Educational 26.1 23.4 26.5 
Religious 1.0 0.8 1.7 
Health 33.8 30.8 35.7 
Entertainmert and recreational 47 47 12.0 
Miscellaneous 14.1 8.6 13.5 
Total non-residential building 139.4 151.3 195.2 
Total all building 491.4 476.0 460.3 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 8/52.6 
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Hobart Aquatic Centre 
Blythe Yeung and Associates 


The brief for the design of Tattersail’s Habart Aquatic Centre was to provide an indoor swimming 
facility to cater for competitive swimming sports and leisure activities. The design needed to comply 
with standards to allow national and international competitions of major water sports and diving to 
be held at the centre. 


The Centre comprises a 50-metre eight-lane competition pool with floating adjustable boom, a 
25-metre-long diving pool with eight diving boards, a 25-metre warm-up and learn-to-swim pool, a 
leisure pool with assorted water features and a toddlers pool. 


Other facilities include water slide, sauna, spa and steam room, kiosk, gymnasium and acrobics areas, 
offices, occasional care facilities and permanent seating for 1000 spectators. 


Features of the Centre include the innovative water and air heating system and the water purification 
system. Heat reclamation using heat exchangers make use of the nearby wastewater reticulation fram 
the Hobart City Council's treatment plant at Selfs Point. The water purification system is a 
non-chemical system, which avoids the chlorine smell found in most incoor pools. Both systems 
provide significant savings in running cosis. 


Similar aquatic centres provided interstate have cost in the region of $25 million or more, whercas 
the final cost of the Hobart Aquatic Centre is tikely to be about 313.5 million. 


Architects for the project were Blythe Yeung and Associates and Peter Hunt, architects in association, 
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ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION, VALUE OF WORK DONE, TASMANIA 


1993 34 1994.95 1995-96 
_Proyect sm $m $m 
Roads, highways ard subdivisions 108.8 95.9 421.9 
Bridges 14.4 5.4 2.2 
Railways 0.3 — — 
Harbours 9.4 gel 0.2 
Water storage and supply 27.3 5.3 10.8 
Sewerage and drainage 12.6 5.9 16.7 
Electricty Seneration, transmission and distribution 20.7 9.8 17.4 
Pipelires — — 0.7 
Recreation 5.5 4.0 8.7 
Heavy industry 11.6 9.8 22.4 
Telecomm unications 316 54.41 56.4 
Other 0.6 — 4.0 
Total 243.4 192.3 258.3 
Source: ABS catatogue no. 8762.0 
Engineering construction 
Engineering construction includes the builcling The value of work yet to be completed measures 
of roads, bridges, railways, dams and sewerage the ongoing nature of construction activities. At 
systems. The public sector is responsible for the end of June 1995 there was $66.0 million 
most of this activity. In Tasmania the value of worth of engineering construction to be 
work done on engineering construction projects completed, compared with the June 1996 figure 
during 1995-96 was $258.3 million, an increase of $96.7 million still to be completed. 


of 34.3% on the 1994-95 figure of $192.3 million. 


The value of engineering construction 

commenced during 1995-96 was $262.6 million, - 
an increase of 38.1% on the 1994-95 figure of 

$190.1 million. 


FURTHER READING 


ABS publications 

1996 Census: Local Government Areas, Tasmania (2015.6) 
Building Approvals, Tasmania (8731.0) 

Building Activity, Tasmania (8752.6) 

Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) 


Engineering Construction Survey, Ausiralia (8762.0) 
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Phoces: ‘Phe Mere ury 


Transport and Communications are important 
industry sectors and at May 1997 accounted for 
6% of Tasmania's employment. As well, road 
construction and maintenance and transport 
vehicle manufacturing, distribution and 
maintenance contribute further to employment 
apportunities in Tasmania. 


In recent years the Commonwealth departments 
of Transport and Regional Development, and 
Communications and the Arts as well as 
Transport Tasmania have promoted greater 
competition within the transport industry and in 
telecommunications carriage, both to provide an 
incentive for industries to improve efficiency and 
to provide a framework within which the 
benefits of improved efficiency can be passed on 
{to USErS, 


Privatisation has been identified as a method of 
improving efficiency in the transport sector. The 
Commenweaith is secking private ownership for 


CHAPTER 2] 


Transport and 
communications 


Demolition of the 104 
metre-high steel lattice 
broadcasting tower on 
Mr Wellington in 1997. 
It has been replaced by 
anew 131 metre-high 
tower which consistsof 
a fi?-metre 
cast-caoncrete shafl 
below a 64-metre stee] 
superstructure. 


both the Hobart and Launceston airports as well 
as tenderers for AN Tasrail. The Tasmanian 
Government is promoting efficiencies in land 
transport through the establishment of B-double 
routes on State roacls. 


The telecommunications sector, which has been 
characterised by strong growth in demand for 
telecommunications services, an increasing 
focus on service quality and rapid technological 
change, has been an area of particular public 
Interest. 


In spite of the apparent competition from the 
electronic media, the regionally-based print 
media continues to serve an important 
complementary function, while the demand for 
postal communication services appears to have 
reached a plateau with increasing competition 
from electronic transmission facilities. 
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Transport 


The major feauires of the Tasmanian land 
transport system are: 


® approximately 24,000 km of public roadways 
in May 1995, 


« 733 km of public railways carrying freight for 
key Tasmanian primary and transport 
industries; 


« a14i km private railway carrying mineral 
concentrates to the Port of Burnie; and 


« a85 km pipeline carrying iron ore to Port 
Latta, 


The major features of the Tasmanian air and 
waler (ransport system are: 


¢ amajor port system managed by four port 
authorities and the Federal Airports 
Commission; 


« minor jetties and aerodromes managed by 
Transport Tasmania and local government; 
and 


« aseries of equalisation subsidies on water 
routes where no land route exists. 


Road transport 


There are approximately 24,000 km of reads 
open for general traffic in Tasmania, including 
370 km of National Highway and 3,350 km of 
arterial State roads linking regional Tasmania. 
Local government authorities maintain a further 
14,000 km of roads while 6,600 km of Hydro- 
Electric Corporation anct Forestry Tasmania 
roads are mainly open to the public. Of 

24,069 km of roads open for general traffic at 

30 June 1996, 9,971 km had bitumen or concrete 
surfaces. Forest roads on private land account 
for approximately 6,000 km more of road. 


Road works 

Transport Tasmania is responsible for the 
planning, design and maintenance of State 
Roads. Roads (3,700 km), bridges and marine 
facilitics managed by Transport Tasmania were 
valued at $4,915m at 30 June 1996, with a further 
$8.5m in new roadworks in progress at that time. 
Traffic and other signals were valued at $16m. 


Expenditure on road and bridge construction 
and maintenance in 1995-96 was $76m, 
including $30m on the National Highway and 
$46m on State Roads. 


A total of $33.7m was spent on maintenance and 
$42.4m spent on construction. Transport 
Tasmania awarded contracts worth $42.9m 
during the 1995-96 financial year. 


Contracts were awarded tor works associated 
with: 


« National Highways—road shoulder sealing 
and bridge maintenance painting; 


« Midlands Highway—roundahout construction 
at Bridgewater; 

« Midlands Highway—junctions upgrading 
between Brighton and Bass Highway; 


« Bass Highway—overtaking lanes between 
Liffey River and Hagley, 

« Bass Highway—construction of Penguin 
bypass between Zig Zag Road and Penguin 
Saddle; 


e Bass Highway—roadworks between Brickport 
Road and Toorak Court (Cooee); 


* Bass Highway—junction improvements at 
Pine Roacl and roads west of Midlands 
Highway junction; 

« Tasman Highway—reinstatement and = — 
widening of Launceston to Scottsdale sectian 
at Targa; 


e Tasman Highway—Tasman Bridge 
maintenance and sealing works east of 
Holyman Avenue; 


« Lyell Highway—reinstatement works between 
Strickland Road and Bradys Lake; 


» Lyell Highway —euard fence replacement on 
Gormanston Hill section; 


« Murchison Highway—-Zeehan Highway to 
Ring River pavement reinstatement and 
widening; and 


« Frankford Main Road—reinstatement 
hetween Exeter and Paramatta Creek. 


Local government is responsible for the 
planning, design and maintenance of local 
government roads and their bridges. In 1995-96. 
expenditure on the construction of these roads 
was $34.0m and expenditure on their 
maintenance was $31.9m. The State Grants 
Commission made road grants totalling $18.9m 
to local government for 1995-96. 
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Motor vehictes 

Motor vehicke registrations (excluding 
motorcycles) grew from 305,267 in 1993 to 
312,672 in 1995, At 31 May 1995, Tasmania hada 
rate Of motor vehicle ownership of 676 vehicles 
per 1,000 population, 


MOTOR VEHICLES, TASMANIA {a} 
umber of motor Vehicles per 1,000 


vehicles on register population 
Year ‘0G0 no. 
1910 0.4 2 
1920 4. 20 
1930 13.5 &9 
1940 26.2 i109 
1950 43.2 156 
1960 93.2 271 
1970 154.3 398 
1986 229.5 542 
1990 204.3 644 
1995 312.7, _676 


fa) Exctuding motorcycles. 
Source: ABS catalogue no, 9309.0 


MOTOR VEHICLES BY STATE, 1995 (a) (b) 


Number of yenicies Vehicles per 1,000 
on bel population fc) 
‘000 


nd, 
NSW 3256.7 545. 
Vic. 2 799.3 6a7 
Old 1944.6 614 
SA 934.2 653 
WA 1134.2 679 
Tas. 312.7 676 
Australia 10 650.9 606 


(a) Excluding motorcyles. (b) At 31 May. {ci Poputation 
based on estimetes at 30 June 1995. 


Source: 48S catalogue no, 9309.0 


Road use 


For the 12 months ending September 1995, 
motor vehicles registered in Tasmania travelled 
an estimated 4,311 million km, including: 


« 3,091 million km travelled by passenger 
vehicles, 


¢ 1,146 million km by non-passenger carrying 
ychicles; and 


« 44 million km by buses. 


Of the 4,311 million kilometres travelled by all 
motor vehicles: 
e 1,416 million km were for business purposes; 


¢ $15 million km were for travelling to and 
from work; ancl 


¢ 2,080 million km were for private purposes. 


PASSONLETS 

An April 1996 survey found that an estimated 
193,200 people aged 15 years or more had 
travelled to work or study. Of these: 


* 154,400 drove a motor vehicle; 


e 17,500 travelled as passengers in a motor 
vehicle other than a bus; 


e 15,100 traveled as passengers on a bus; 
e 20,600 waikecl; and 


* 5,400 travellect on a bicycle or motor bike for 
a least a part of the journey to work. 


The: survey also found that of the estimated 
178,700 households who undertook major food 
shopping trips, 162,400 used a motor vehicle for 
that trip. 


The Metropolitan Transport Trust (Metro) 
provides urban public passenger services in the 
major Tasmanian metropolitan areas. In 1995 .96 
the number of passenger trips conducted by 
Metro was estimated to be 11,558,000, a 
decrease of 1.8% compared with 1994-95, Full 
adult patronage and child and school travel 
declined; however, adult concession travel 
increased. 


— 


Recent Metro service improvements have 
included a high frequency midi-bus service from 
Launcestan City to Invermay, Mowbray and the 
university. This is similar to the service between 
Hobart City, Wrest Point, university and Lower 
Sandy Bay. As well, the Metrofare ticketing 
system was fittecl to the Starline Coaches 
servicing Ravenswood, 


Tn addition to the schoal bus routes serviced by 
Metro, other school routes are serviced by 
private bus companies, cither as an add-on to 
their scheduled routes or through contracts with 
Transport Tasmania to service school routes. 
Subsidies paid by Transport Tasmania on school 
routes in 1995 -96 were $23.5m including a 
payment to Metro of $5.8m. 


Intrastate road passenger services in conjunction 
with light freight services are provided by 
Tasmanian Redline Coaches, Tigerline and other 
smaller bus companics. 


An estimated 24 million passengers were carried 
on buses registered in ‘lasmania in the 12 
months ending September 1995. Of these, 

14 million were carried on route services and 

? million were carried on a dedicated school 
Bus service, 
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MTT SERVICES, TASMANIA (a) 
Unit 1994-95 1995 96 


“Buses - no. 248 236 
Total distance travelled '0OOkns 11068 10933 
Passengers _ ‘O00 A 77O 11558 


(a) Total: Hobart, Launceston and Burnie, 
Source: Metropolitan Transport Trust 


Business travel and freight 

In the year ending September 1995, for business 
purposes, motor vehicles registered in Tasmania 
travelled 1,416 million km. OF these: 


« 682 million km were journcys by passenger 
vehicles: 

« 456 million km were on laden journeys by 
light commercial vehicles and rigid and 
articulated trucks; 


e 196 million km were on unladed journeys by 
light commercial vehicles and rigid and 
articulated trucks; and 


* 39 million km were by buses. 


It is not known whether a further 36 million km 
by light commercial vchicles and rigid and 
articulated trucks were laden or unladed. 


An estimated 47 million tonnes of freight was 
carried by light commercial vehicles and rigid 
and articulated trucks in the year ending 
September 1995, 


Road traffic accidents 


In 1996, 64 people were killed and 1,658 were 
injured on Tasmanian roads. The number killed 
on the roads was 8 more than that recorded for 
the previous year. The number of people injured 
in road accidents in 1996 was down 8.7% on the 
number injured in 1995, while the number of 
accidents involving casualties in 1996 was down 
5.7% from the number recorded in 1995. 


In 1996, speed was the main cause of 15% of 
accidents involving fatalities. Alcohol was 
involved in 24.5% of fatal aceiclents. 


ROAD ACCIDENTS, TASMANIA 
Number of people 


Accidents 

involving 
casualties Kilied injured 
1989 1 482 80 1997 
1990 1386 ra 1905 
1991 41291 77 1788 
1992 1234 74 1712 
1993 14191 5S 1687 
1994 1234 59 1 756 
1995 1299 56 1816 
1996 1229 64 1 658 


Source: Department of Transport and Regional Development 


Water transport 


‘Tasmania‘s ports give Tasmanian-hased 
businesses and ‘Vasmanian residents access to 
trading and travel opportunities. These ports 
also provide visitors with access to ‘Tasmanian 
tourist facilities. Minor jetties provide travel and 
trade opportunities for those Tasmanians living 
on off-shore islands. They also provide access to 
valuable fishing grounds and recreational 
opportunities for Tasmanians and visitors. 


Ferry services 

Passenger ferry services are provided hoth 
between Tasmania and the Australian mainland 
and Tasmania and off-shore islands. 


The TT-Line's Spirtt of Tasmania provides a 
vehicular and passenger service leaving 
Devonport for Melbourne on Tuesday, ‘Mhursclay 
and Saturday nights ancl leaving Melbourne on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings. 


The Bass Straic Passenger Vehicle Equalisation 
Scheme commenced on 1 September 1996. The 
scheme introduced a rebace for a driver plus a 
passengece vehicle crossing Bass Strait. 


Transport Tasmania's MV Mirantbeena provides 
regular daily services connecting Bruny Island 
with the Tasmanian mainlancl across 
D'Entrecasteaux Channel. The service subsidy in 
1995-96 was $456,000. 


Anew servicc in the Furneaux group of islands 
has been established by Southern Shipping. The 
‘Tasmanian-built 35-metre Matthew Flinders 
provides a roll-on roll-off service between 
Bridport, Flinders Island and Port Welshpool in 
Victoria. Transport Tasmania spent $248,000 
upgrading the berthing facility on Flinders Island 
in 1995 96. 


During 1997 the 142-year-oldl Mersey River ferry 
route was left unserviced when the Torquay was 
withdrawn from service. A Legislative Council 
enquiry was cstablished to examine the 
transport necds of the City of Devonport. ‘The 
ferry service had experienced dwindling 
patronage since 1991-92. 


Freight only services 


Major Tasmanian ports arc managed by four port 
authorities centred in Hobart, Launceston, 
Devonport and Burnie. The Port of Launceston 
Authority has the greatest tonnage of cargo 
throughput, including large export tonnages of 
wood products and refined metals. 
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BRUNY ISLAND FERRY 


Unit 
Voyages ro. 
Vehicles nO. 
Revenue 3 
Expenditure 5 
Depreciation 5 


Source: Department af Transport 


BASS STRAIT FERRY 


1983-94 1994-95 1995-96 
no. 4a) ng. no. 
Vovages ” 313 (b295 
Passengers 229705 248303 215986 
Yehicles 63 637 69 433 63 029 
Freight TEUs ¢c) 19 122 24 126 23 199° 


lai Spirit of Tasmania commenced service on 29 Navember, 
1893. (6) Dry dock in 1996 [c) Twenty foot equivale it u-auts. 


Source: TT-Line, Annual Report 1996 


There were 4,465 claims processed in 1995-96 
under the Tasmanian Freight Equalisation 
Scheme. Of the $42.7m paid out, $35.0m was for 
the northbound component and $7.7m was for 
the southbound component of the scheme. 


King Island is serviced by the Coastal Express 
Line’s Searoad Mersey which provides King 
Island with a once-a-week service from 
Devonport and Melbourne. In 1995-96 subsidies 
under the Straits islands Shipping Services Act 
7948 for the service totalled $229 000. 


PASSENGER MOVEMENTS, MAIN AIRPORTS, 


eA TASMANIA (a) 
ce 1990-91 1994-95 «1995-96 
Arrport “O00 ‘00, BOD 
Hobart Sta 808 843 
Launceston 402 554 582 
Devonport 164 124 130 
Wynyard 76 98 112 
Flinders Island Lt? 19 1? 
King Island 33 35 35 


(a) Schedulee domestic end regional airline services only, 
Includirg all freight, ron-ade items. Charters are nat 
Included. 


Source: Department of Transpart and Regional Development 


1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 
6 552 6 552 6 552 
111 300 123 360 118 776 
672 000 756 000 7259 000 
925 O00 933 000 S24 000 
256 G00 265 000 257 000 
-512 000 - 442 000 -456 000_ 
FREIGHT MOVEMENTS, MAIN SEAPORTS, 
TASMANIA 
1994 95 1995-96 
Seanort, SS) ee) 
Hobart 2679 613 2530 224 
Launceston 4309 O91 3 589 479 
Devanport 1 718 288 1 936 904 
Burnie 2 697 470 2717 973 


(a) Mass tonnes including empty containers. 
Source: Tasmanian port authorities, annual reports 


Air Transport 


Air transport provides a vital role in the 
maintenance and cevelopment of passenger and 
air-freicht lows berween ‘Tasmania and the 
mainlancl, This role of air transport is far more 
important than in other States, where alternative 
transport modes exist for interstate movement 
of passengers and freight. 


Scheduled passenger seriices 

Interstate air routes involving Tasmanian airports 
are serviced by both domestic (Ansett and 
Qantas} and regional airlines (Kendall, Southern 
and Aus-Air), 


DOMESTIC FREIGHT MOVEMENTS, MAIN 
AIRPORTS, TASMANIA, (a) 


1990-91 1994-95 1995-96 
Airport t t L 
Hobart 3609 R531 4874 
Launceston 22 403 2 886 2 890 
Devonport 17 34 42 
Wynyard 56 53 60 
Flinders Istand 32 36 47 
King Island 926 1034 991 


fa) Scheduled damestic and regional airline services only, 
including ali freight, non-trade items. Charters are not 
inctuded,. 


Source: Department of Transport and Regional Development 
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Ansett provides a jet service between Hobart 
and Melbourne and Launceston and Melbourne 
as well as regular direct flights to Sydney. Qantas 
operates a jet service between tlobart and 
Melbourne as well as a daily service to Sydney. 


Kendall Airlines operates return flights between 
Wynyard and Melbourne, between Devonport 
and Melbourne and between King Island and 
Melbourne. Southern Australian Airlines planes 
fly between Hobart and Sydney, Launceston and 
Melbourne and between Devonport and 
Melbourne and Wynyard and Melbourne. Aus-Air 
supplies a scheduled small-jet service between 
Moorabbin and the northern Tasmanian airports 
including King and Flinders islands). King 
Island is also serviced by King Island Airlines and 
the Geelong Flight Centre. 


During 1997, Airlincs of Tasmania ceased to 
trade and their intrastate routes were taken over 
by other companies. 


Passenger movements through mainland 
Tasmanian ports have increased between 
1994-95 and 1995-96, 


A clirect international service berween 
Christchurch and Hobart is operated by Air New 
Zealand herveen October and March. 


Freight services 

The amount of freight carried through Hobart 
airport fell from 5,531 tonnes in 1994-95 to 
4,874 tonnes in 1995-96. 


Rail 
A 733-kilametre freight-only rail network services 


many of Tasmania’s principal industries via links 
with all major ports and cities. 


‘Fhe main goods transported are bulk cement 
and fertilizer, coal for a number of major 
Tasmanian industries, sulphuric acid, logs for 
woodchip export and paper production, liquid 
clay, and goods by container. 


Telecommunications 


Telecommunications in the home 


Approximately 95% of Tasmanian households 
have a telephone connection. [Jowever, fewer 
have the technology in the home to access the 
broad range of services including the Internet 
and online services such as home 
banking/shopping and e-mail. 


In February 1994, approximately 3% of 
households had a modem, while 23% af 
houscholds were frequent users of computers. 


information technology infrastructure 
development 


New outlays detailed in the 1997-98 
Commonwealth Budget included expenditure in 
Tasmania of $58 million from the Regional 
Telecommunication Infrastructure Fund over 
the period 1997-98 to 2000-01. The Fund 
focuses on providing regional cormmunities with 
additional opportunities by: 


*® improving access Lo Lelecammunications 
infrastructure and services; 


« increasing thc amount and quality of training 
and educational opportunities; and 


« by providing hetter quality communications 
and information services for regional 
businesses, public institutions and residents. 


Developments in information technology and 
aclvanced telecommunications were recognised 
in the Tasmanian Premier's 1997 Directions 
Statement, These developments provide 
opportunities for the State, including new 
business opportunities, better delivery of 
Government services and improvements in 
community life. - 


The ‘Tasmanian Government also entered into 
agrcements with the University of Tasmania to 
establish the Tasmanian Electronic Commerce 
Centre to demonstrate information technology 
applications to business, and with Nortel ta 
establish a Call Centre of Excellence in Tasmania 
10 provide research and development expertise 
to aid Call Centre developments. 


During 1997 the Commonwealth Government 
announced the establishment in Launcestan of a 
Call Centre ta handle Australia-wide inquiries 
from clients of the Conumomwealth Service 
Delivery Agency. 


The switch over to eight-digit numbers was 
completed in Tasmania in 1997 with Tasmania 
now having a two-digit area code, (03), in the 
South Bast telephone region, 
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| Mt Wellington tower demolition 


The demolition of the obsolete 104-metre stecl lattice broadcasting tower on Mt Wellington in 
1997 marked the end of the National Transmission Agency's Hobart Tower Project. The tower 
was demolished by cutting through 2 of the supporting legs and pushing it over with an hydraulic 
ram. Rehabilitation of the site included removal of steel sections, return of the original soils and 
the planting of plants native to the surnmic (including Poa Grass and Helichrysum). 


Construction of the old tower commenced in February 1959 on a one-hectare site owned by 
the Hobart City Council. ABC TV transmissions commenced from the tower in June 1960. Before 
decommissioning, the tower serviced ABC TV, FM radio, SBS and Southern Cross TY, As well as 
transmitting broadcast services to Hobart households, the facility cransmicted to translators in 
the west, south and east for retransmission. 


The planning to replace the tower began in 1991 after it was recognised that the weather 
conditions on Mi Wellington and the tower's design would no longer accommodate planned 
additions to transmission services. 


The new tower stands almost 131 metres high. It has 18 rock anchors installed in dolerite 
bedrock—-some 15 metres deep. Above ground there is a 67-metre cast-concrete shaft below 
a 64-meire steel superstructure, which supports 3 broadcasting antennas and an internal lift. 
The steel superstructure and broadcasting antennae are covered with a fibreglass radame to 
shield the antennas fram the weather, 


The 3 antennas include: 


* Band 1 antenna transmitting VHF TV for ABC on Channel! 2; 


e Band 1J/111 antenna transmitting FM radio including SBS, ABC Classic and Triple J. 7HO 
and ‘TIT; and 


¢ Band 1V-V transmitting UHF TV for SBS and Southern Cross. 


Asection of the steel superstructure has also been set aside for use in radiocommunications 
SETVICES, 


HOUSEHOLDS USING SELECTED INFORMATION TECHNGLOGY 
EQUIPMENT, FEBRUARY 1994 


Tasmania Australia 

OE % 

Fax machine (a) 3.9 44 
Dedicated games machine 12.6 17.8 
Frequent use of computers 18.8 22,9 
Printers 14.2 18,2 
Character or image readers or scanners (al 2.2 1.5 
CD ROM {a} 2.8 2.9 
Modems ia} 2.9 3.3 
Other equipment (hb) 4.0 3.4 
Total households (000) 173 6 387 


(a) High sample error. (b) Additional xeyboards and storage. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 8128.0 
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Radio and television 
services 


Radio and television broadcasting is the 
responsibility of che Commonwealth Minister tor 
Communications and the Arts. The Australian 
broadcasting system consists of free-to-air 
services, subscription narrowcasting and 
subscription broadcasting services (television 
only). A narrowcasting service is one whose 
reception is limited in some way, for example by 
being targeted to special interest groups or to 
cover a special event. 


The 4 tvpes of free-to-air service are: 


« national radio and television services, 
provided by the ABC, SBS and Parliamentary 
broadcasting; 


« commercial radio and television services, from 
licensed commercial companies, 


@ community radio and television services, 
provided by non-profit-making organisations 
under licence; anc 


* open narrowcasting services, including 
low-powered local tourist information 
narrowcasting. 

Subscription narrowcasting services may be 

provided by any operator under the standing 

authority established by the ‘class licence’. 

Examples of such services include radio and. 

television sports services received in hotels and 

clubs. 


The 3 types of subscription television 
broadcasting services are: 


« satellite delivercd; 
» microwave; and 
» cable. 


While no cable service is available in Tasmania, 
Galaxy Meclia provides access to 11 channels 
through its Tasmanian franchisee Fast Coast 
Television. This service is transmitted by 
microwave for subscribers in line of sight to the 
WIN TV tower on Mt Wellington, while other 
subscribers take their service from a satellite and 
are requirect to purchase a receiving dish and 
decoder, 


Free-to-air services 


National broadcasting services 
There are 2 public broadcasters transmitting in 
Tasmania, the Australian Broadcasting 


Corporation (ABC) and Lhe Special Broadcasting 
Service (SBS). Both broackeasters provide 
Tasmanian radio and television services using 
the facilities of the National Transmission Agency 
(NTA), 


SBS radio serviccs began in Hobart during 1996 
following the completion of the NTA’s Hebart 
Tower Project. SBS TV broadcasts were 
extended to areas of narthern Tasmania (as far 
west as Wynyard) and the Huon Valley (as far 
south as Dover), following the installation of 
new NTA facilities. UVhe completion of new NTA 
facilities in the far North-East, East Coast and 
Huon Valley has also extended the ABC's 
television broadcasting range. As at the 30 June 
1996, ABC metropolitan and regional statians 
covered 100% of the Tasmanian population, 
while Radio National covered 98%, ABC 
Classi¢c-FM and Triple-J covered 95%, and 
NewsRadio covered 43%. 


Commercial broadcasting services 


Acommercial radio or television licensee is 
required under the Broadcasting Seriices Act 
7992 to provicle a service that, when considered 
together with other broadcasting services 
available in the licence area of the licence, 
contributes to the provision of an adequate and 
comprehensive range of broadcasting services in 
that licence area. 


In April 1994 the licence areas of TVT GWIN) and 
TNT (Southern Cross) were aggregated. This 
reant that 2 commercial TY stations became 
available throughout most of Tasmania. WIN 
carries Channel Nine network programs and 
Southern Cross carries a composite of Channel 
Seven ancl Channel Ten programs. 


During 1997, Bass Broadcasters combined their 
AM-hand 7LA, 781, 7BU and 7AD programming, 
while 7VAB continued to transmit on the AM 
band in the north and south of Tasmania. 7X5 
transmits on the AM band in western Tasmania. 
Commercial FM radio broadcasting Services are 
provided in particular arcas of Tasmania by 7X5, 
PTTT and 7HO. 


Community broadcasting services 


In May 1997 there were 7 community raclio 
Stations in Tasmania. Apart from 7RPH radio for 
the print hanclicapped, these stations transmit in 
the FM frequency band. Huon FM on 95.3 MHz 
is a community-radig station covering the Huon 
Valley and D’Entrecasteaux Channel. In Hobart, 
FHEC broadcasts adult contemporary music, 
while THE PM broadcasts multicultural and 
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specialist music programs. CITYPARK on 103.7 Newspapers 

and 7WAY in Launceston broadcast to local 47 ; 
community audiences. ag does 7DBS in Newspapers, (with varying forms, regularity and 
Wenvard. content), are another important medium for 


daily communication across the State. 
Open narrowcasting services 
The most widely circulated newspaper, the 
Community Kxpress, is published once a week 
on Wednesdays by Davies Bros in Hobart. An 
audited average of 70,829 copies circulate in the 
Greater Hobart area communicating community 
news and classified advertising. Advocate 
Publications also circulate community news and 
classified advertising under their Star banner in 
the Greater Hobart area. Total circulation of the 
Star newspapers in Greater Hobart is 69,630. 


The category of open narrowcasting radio 
services was established under the Broadcasting 
Services Act 1992. Open narrowcasting scrviccs 

‘are provided under the open narrowcasting 
radio ‘class licence’. Providers of these services 
are limited to 10-kilometre transmission-ranges 
by the signal power of their transmitters, In May 
1997, there were 57 licences on issue by 
Spectrum (SMA) in Tasmania. Of these, 54 were 
transmitting or could transmit on the 87.6MHz 
or 88.0MHz frequency while the remainder held 
older licences to transmit on other frequencies 
(for example. Launceston ‘Tourist Info” on 
99.3MHz). 


Cammunity newspapers also carry weekly 
community news and advertisements to other 
local Communities in Launceston, Devonport, 
the East Coast, Derwent Valley, Huon Valley, 
Dorset and Circular Head, with circulations 
ranging from 19,825 in Launceston to 2,430 in 
Circular Headl. 


Energy FM on 88.0 MHz made its last 
transmission from a car ourside the Hobart 
Town Hail in April 1997. 


The largest circulation for a Tasmanian daily is 
for the Saturday eclition of The Mercury, with a 
circulation of 64,067, 


The SMA merged with the Australian 
Telecommunications Authority (AUSTEL) on 
1 July 1997 to create the Australian 
Communications Authority (ACA). The ACA is 
responsible for technical regulation, consumer vs 
issues and licensing of telecommunications and 

radiocommunications in Australia. 


TASMANIAN NEWSPAPERS 


Name = Frequency Circulation (a) no. Locabon 
Community Express Wednesday 70 829 Hobart 
The Mercury (Sat) Saturday 64 O67 Hobart 
Sunday Tasmanian Sunday 54 078 Habart 
The Mercury Mon-Fri 53 399 Hobart 
The Sunday Examiner Sunday 42 867 Launceston 
The Examiner Man—Sat 37 800 Launceston 
The Advocate Man-Sat 26 008 Burnie 
Glenorchy Star Weekly 22 145 Glenorchy 
Bay-City Star Weekly 21077 Hobart 
Launceston Week Thursday 19 B25 Laurceston 
Eastern Shore Star Weekly 17 481 Clarence 
Kingborough Star Weekly 9 227 Kingborough 
Devonport City News Wedresday 9197 Devonport 
Suncoast News Thursday 5 O00 Fast Coast 
Derwent Valley Gazette Wednesday 3 200 Derwent Valley 
Huon Valley News Wednesday 3 060 Huon Valley 
North Eastern Advertiser Thursday 2 820 Dorset 
Creutar Head Chronicle Wednesday 2 420 __Circular Head 


fa) Circulation figures relate to the survey pe‘iod Viarch 1997 to Jury 1997, 
Source: Margaret Gee's Australian Media Guide 
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Postal services 


The Australian Postal Corporation, tracing as within Australia and internationally. It also 
Australia Post, is a Government Business provides a range of related services including 
Enterprise owned by the Commonwealth of electronic bulk mail handling; advertising mail; 
Australia. lt operates under the Ausirelian bill payment, moncy order and banking services; 
Corporation Act 1989. express delivery services; and philatelic products 


and services. 
Australia Post is independent of government 


funding. In financial terms, the Corporation At 40 June 1997, Australia Post ernploved 882 
achieves a profit performance equal to the best staff in Tasmania. ‘There were 34 post offices, 
of private sector enterprises. It pays the full and 152 licensees around the State. Mail was 
range of government taxes and charges and has distributed to a total of 209,010 delivery points, 
apportioned 50% of its after-tax profits as a including 159,047 delivery points at private 
dividend to the government. residences, 30,469 postal premises delivery 
points to households, and 19,494 delivery points 
The Corporation offers letter and parcel services to businesses. 


ARTICLES POSTED IN TASMANIA __ 
1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996.97 


= rullions mullion milion milhon 
Letters 
Standard letters 55.295 58.892 60.144 58.165 
Large letters 6.120 6.330 6.067 6.418 
Unaddressed mail 4.224 2.692 5.865 5.340 
Parcels 
Parcels up to 500 gms 4.676 L471 4.130 1.085 
Parcels over 500 gms 0.660 0.704 0.752 0.801 
Other mail 
Security post 0.035 0.037 0.037 0.008 
Other 0.043 0.030 0.012 0.013 


Source; Australia Post 
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Tasmania's first recorded trading activity 
occurred in 1808 when a cargo of sugar arrived 
at the colony from Bengai. Exports began in 
1812 when the Cyclops sailed for Sydney with a 
cargo of locally grown wheat. In June 1813 ports 
were Opened to commerce and trading began in 
Van Diemen’s Land. Twenty thousand bushels of 
wheat was exported to Sydney in 1817. In 1819 
wheat to the valuc of £4,000 ($8,000) was 
exported and in 1820, 43,917 pounds 

(19,962 ke) of salted meat, which was produced 
at the settlement of Hobart, was exported ta 
Sydney. 


During the 1820s the economy of the colony was 
hecoming diversified even though it still 
remained very basic. Imports arrived from 
Britain, India, Mauritius and Batavia while 
exports were shipped to Britain and Sydney. [n 
1822 goods exported consisted of wheat, oil, 
whalefins, seal and kangaroo skins, logs of pine 


CHAPTER 22 


Trade 


Jerry Holder, a director of 
the Tasplant Group, shaws 
a Tasmanian native plant to 
a meraber of the ‘All Japan 
Treegrowers'. The ‘lasplant 
Group aims to identify 
export opportunitics, for 
shrubs, bedding plants, 
house plants, trees, 
ornamental flower 
seedlings and cut flowers. 


and beefwood, salt, wool, horses and hides. In 
1823 exports consisted of wheat, barley, 
potatoes, oil, whalebone, seal and kangaroo 
skins, cedar logs, pine logs, wool and tallow. In 
the Stattisticer! Reizerns of Van Diemen’s Land 
1935~38, compiled from official records in the 
Colonial Secretary’s affice, it was recorded ‘that 
the imports for the threc years have increased 20 
per cent, and the very pleasing fact that the 
exports for the same pcriod have increased at 
the astonishing rate of 81%, or from £320,679 
($641,358), in 1835 to £581,475 ($1,162,950) in 
1838. 


The most prominent import into Van Diemen’s 
Land during the early years of settlement was 
livestock. By 1937, however, two years after the 
settlement of Port Phillip, livestock had become 
the major export line and, with wool, it 
dominated export trace. 
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During the 1840s exports dropped due tua 
slump in the price of the colony's staple 
commodity, woul. There was also a decline in 
the export of oil and whalebone which were 
main export commodity items. The largest 
increase in trade occurred with the British 
colonies during this period. 


In 1842 the valuc of imports into Van Diemen’s 
Land was a high &21 ($42) per head commared 
with only £2 10s ($5) per head in Britain. The 
value of exports for the same year was £10 ($20) 
per head for Van Diemen's Land compared with 
only &2 ($4) per head for Great Britain and 
Ireland. By the mid-1800s the value of trade, 
especially exports, had grown dramatically. 


As the colony developed and progressed 
through the late 1800s, the export of locally 
produced commodities became increasingly 
important to the economy of the State. 


By 1880 the value of exports had exceeded the 
value of imports. This balance of trade (excess of 
exports over imports) sce-sawed over the 
following five decades, then stabilised over the 
period 1937-38 to 1948-49 with exports once 
again exceeding the value of imports. Fram 
1949~50 to 1954-55 the halance fluctuatect once 
again, but from 1955-56 the value of exports has 
consistently cxceeded the value of imports. As a 
result of this healthy balance of trade the State 
plays a vital role as an earner of export income 
for Australia 


International trade 
Tasmania's trade performance 


Tasmania's economy is heavily export oriented 
because of its relatively small domestic market. 
While this may secm beneficial for the 
Tasmanian economy, it can also provide grcat 
difficulty because of uncertainty anc constant 
change of the world market. 


In the 1995-96 financial year the free on board 
(FOB) value of Tasmania's overscas exports rose 
by 0.5% to $1,620m, a record high. However, this 
rise was below the rise of 2.3% in the previous 
year and well below the Australian export growth 
in 1995-96 of 13.3% over the previous year. At 
the end of the 1995-96 financial year, Tasmania's 
exports exceeded direct imports by $1,268m. In 
the 1995-96 financial year the value of 
Tasmania's exports was 2.1% of che Australian 
total. 


Since a large proportion of Tasmania’s 
preduction is export oriented, the Tasmanian 
cconomy can be severely affected by movements 
in world prices. This problem is exaggerated by 
the small size of Tasmania’s economy, which 
forces it to specialise in a few key industries and 
so its foreign exports are concentrated ina 
handful of commodities, The biggest single 
export contributor in 1995-96 was zine (17% of 
the total value of exports} follawed by 
woodchips, aluminium, ores and concentrates, 
ancl catamarans. This group of goods together 
accounted for 53.9% of the total value of 
Tasmanian exports. 


Overseas imports to Tasmania are often 
forwarded on alter being imported to the larger 
mainland ports and so are not included in the 
figures reported for imports to Tasmania. ‘Thus 
imports into Tasmania arc under-reported 
because only direct imports into Tasmania are 
recorder. 


During 1995-96, the value of direct imports to 
Tasmania increased by 2.8% to $351.4m, after a 
significant fall of 23.6% in 1994-95 over the 
previous year. This was mainly due to a $13.0m 
inercase in imports of internal combustion 
piston engines, $6.3m in crude vegetable 
materials, $5.9m in privacc motor vehicles and 
$3.8m in residual petroleum products. These 
increases were partly offset by a $7.4m fall in 
imparts ofvarious types of crude minerals, a 


TOTAL MERCHANDISE EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 


Exparts Imports 

Percentage Excess of 

charge over Percentage exports over 

Value orevious year Value change over imports 

sm % $M previous year 7 $m 

1990-91 13412 -3.7 298.8 -15.1 1042.4 
1994-92 1439.2 7.3 286.6 4.4 1152.6 
1992-93 1522.2 5.8 334.2 16.6 t 188.0 
1993-94 16749 3.5 447.6 33.9 1127.3 
1994-95 16117 2.3 341.8 -23.6 1269.9 
1995-96 1619.7 0.5 351.4 2.8 1268.3 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: FASTTRACCS Service (5461.0) 
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$6.3m fall in non-ferrous base metal waste and In the 12 months to June 1968, Tasmania 

scrap, a $3.5m fall in aluminium, and a $3.5m fall exported goods worth 9m to Japan. The 

in transport vehicles, following year this had jurnped to $27m, most of 
which was for iron-ore. In 1995-96 Tasmania’s 

Major export markets international export trade was dominated by 

In 1957-58 Tasmania's international export trade Japan, 

was dauminated by the United Kingdom. Japan 

During the late 1960s Japan became Tasmania’s In 1995-96, Japan continued to he Tasmania's 

major export market when it substantially largest export market. In fact, ic took almost a 

increased its iron-ore requirements. third (30.5%) of the value of the State's exports. 


However, exports to Japan decreased §.8% fram 
$524.9m in 1994-95 to $494.3m in 1995-96, 


TASMANIA’S MAJOR EXPORT MARKETS 


Change from 
1995-96 1995-96 share 1994-95 
Country or country group $000 % %6 
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Brunei 588.3 — -40.1 
Indonesia 93 878.2 5.8 6.6 
Malaysia 93 501.1 5.8 34.3 
Philippines 16 870.5 1.0 22.7 
Singapore 30 589.1 19 3.1 
Thailand 74 628.3 4.6 54.3 
Vietnam 4964.0 0.3 38.4 
ASEAN Total 315 019.5 19.5 24.6 
European Economic Community (EEC) 
Austria 10.2 — -96.4 
Belgium-Luxemboure 14 761.6 O93 39.4. 
Denmark 134.2 - -99.6 
Finiand 3 208.8 0.2 -7.3 
France 9 886.7 0.6 -13.0 
Germany 25 607.5 1.6 -40.8 
Greece 1 190.7 O41 20.0 
lreland 792.7 = -9.0 
italy 16 339.7 4.0 -14.0 
Netherlands 7 552.1 0.5 -30.2 
Portugal 55.1 : -10.7 
Spain 25416 0.2 0.3 
Sweden 3 205.1 0.2 8.6 
United Kingdom 114 464.0 ta | 50.5 
EEC Total 195 749.9 123 -9.8 
Gther major trading partners 
Canada 13 761.8 08 1.38 
China 13 381.1 a8 -26.2 
Hong Kong 122 353.8 7.6 10.6 
India 16 227.2 1.0 61.0 
Japan 494 321.6 30.5 -3.8 
New Zeatand 47 166.4 2.9 -19.6 
Republic of Korea 90 546.8 5.6 77.0 
Saudi Arabia 14 474.3 0.9 78.2 
Taiwan 105 491.2 6.5 -18.7 
United Arab Emirates 10:173.3 ot 303.3 
United States of America 115 543.4 fal -13.2 
Total 1043 447.0 64,4 ~1.6 
Other countries, re-imporis 61 498.0 38 -12.5 
Total exports 1629 704.4 100.0 0.5 


Source: Foreign Trade, Austratva: FASTTRACCS Service (5461.0). 
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During 1995-96, woodchips were ‘lasmania’s 
most valuable single commodity exported to 


Japan, worth $224.1m or 45.3% of total exports 


to Japan. The second most valuable commodity 


was beef, worth $42.3m of total exports. Copper 
ores and concentrates, worth $33.4m, were the 
third most valuable commodity exported to 
Japan, 


TASMANIAN EXPORTS TO JAPAN, 1995-96 


Value 
Commodity [aj oa $m 
Woodchips 224.1 
Beet 42.3 
Copper ores and concentrates 33.4 
Cheese and curd 26.0 
Fish 22.4 
Ferro alloys 22.2 


{a} The top six export commodities ta Japeq oy value. 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: FASTTRACCS Seance 
(5462.0). 


ASEAN 


The Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) countries coniprise Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, che Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
and Vietnam. In 1995-96 ASEAN countries took 
19.3% of the value of Tasmania’s exports, 
Exports increased by 24% from $254.0m in 
1994-95 to $315.0m in 1995-96. 


Exports to ASEAN countries have risen 
considerably over the past decade, with 
Indonesia and Malaysia taking a steacly stream of 
Tasmanian exports. In 1995-96 Indonesia was 
Tasmania’s sixth largest export market taking 
$93.9m of Tasmania’s exports and Malaysia the 
seventh largest taking $93.5m. In 1995-96 all 
ASEAN countries with the exception of Brunci 
recorded an increase in Tasmania’s exports 
eompared with the previous year. Thailand 
recorded the biggest increase, $4.3%, up from 
$48.4m in 1994-95 to $74.6 in 1995-96, 


TASMANIAN EXPORTS TO ASEAN COUNTRIES, 


1995-96 | 
Value 
Commodity (a) $m 
Zine 90.2 
Aluminium TLO 
Ores and concentrates of base metals (tin, 
zinc and lead) 58.0 
Mitk, cream, whey and milk products (excl. 
butter and cheese} 25.1 
Fruits and nuts 14.0 
Ferro alloys 8.4 


(al The top six expon commodities to ASEAN oy value. 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: FASTTRACCS Service 
(5461.0; 


EEC 


The value and importance of exports to the the 
European Economic Community, (EEC) has 
fluctuated since the United Kingdom joined the 
EEC in the 1960s. They decreased by 9.8% from 
$221.4m in 1994-95 to $199.7m in 1995-96. In 
1995-96 the EEC was the destination of 12.3% of 
Tasmania’s exports. 


The United Kingdom remained the most 
yaluable export market within the EEC, and 
accounted for 57.3% of exports to the EEC. This 
represented 7.1% of the total value of Tasmania’‘s 
expor.s. 


Germany was the second most valuable market 
within the EEC and took 12.8% of ‘lasmania’s 
exports to these countries. The most valuable 
commodity exported to the EEC in 1995-96 was 
catamarans, followed by ores and concentrates 
of base metals, and wool, 


TASMANIAN EXPORTS TO THE EEC, 1995-96 


Value 
Commodity fa) ee $m 
Ships and boats 95.0 
Ores and concentrates of base metals (tin, 
zine and lead) 34.4 
Wool 21.3 
Vegetables 16.9 
Hides and skins = +7 25 '6 
Aluminium 2.6 


fa) The top Six export commodities to tre EEC by value. 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia; FASTTRACCS Senice 
(5461.0) 


USA 


In 1995-96, the United States of America was 
Tasmania's third largest State export destination, 
buying 7.1% of the State’s exports. However, 
Tasmania's exports to the USA fell by 13.2% from 
$133.1m in 1994-95 to §115.5m in 1995-96. The 
main commodity exported to the USA was ferro 
alloys. This was worth $49.7m or 43% of 
‘Tasmania’s exports to the USA. 


TASMANIAN EXPORTS TO USA, 1995-96 


Value 
Commodity (a; sm 
Ferra alloys 49,7 
Beef 11.6 
Zinc 19.4 
Transmission shafts, plain shaft bearings, 
gearing, speed changers and parts 6.4 
Milk, cream and milk products 5.9 
Vegetables 4.3 


fa} The top six export cammodities to the USA by value. 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: Merchandise Exports, 
Detailed Commodity Tables (5436.0) on microfiche. 


Taiwan 

In 1995-96, Taiwan was the fifth largest market 
for Tasmania's exports, worth 6.5% of total 
exports. The value of these exports decreased by 
18.7% from $129.7m in 1994-95 to $105.5m in 
1995-96. Zinc was the most valuahle commodity 
exported, worth $43.8m. The next most valuable 
commodity was abalone, worth $22.9m. 


TASMANIAN EXPORTS TO TAIWAN, 1995-36 _ 


Value 
Commodity (a) $m 
Zine 43.8 
Abalone, prepared or preserved 22.9 
Aluminium 16.0 
Crustaceans, malluscs and aquatic 
invertebrates 5.9 
Beef 2.9 
Ferro alloys 2.9 


(a) The top six export cormmodities to Taiwan by value. 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: FASTTRACCS Service 
(5461.0). 


Hong Kong 


Tasmania’s exports to Hong Kong continued to 
increase. In 1995-96, exports to Hong Kong 
were worth $122.4m, which was a 10.7% 
increase over 1994-95, making Hong Kong the 
second biggest destination for Tasmania’s 
exports. The most valuable commodity was zinc, 
worth $80.7m, 66% of lotal exports to Hong 
Kong. The second most valuable commodity 
group was crustaceans, molluscs and aquatic 
invertebrates, worth $15.1m. 


TASMANIAN EXPORTS TO HONG KONG, 


1995-96 

Yalue 
Commodity fa) _ $m 
Zinc 80,7 

Crustaceans, molluscs and aquatic 
invertebrates 15.1 
Aluminium 7.9 
Abalone, prepared or preserved 35 
Milk, cream and milic products 28 
Vegetables Pes 1.9 


(a} The top six Export commodities to Hong Kong by value, 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: Merchandise Exports, 
Detailed Commodity Tables (5436.0) on microfiche. 
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MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS, 1957-58 
Value of poods 


exported 
Country $m 
United Kingdorn 18.6 
United States of America 4.0 
India a7 
Italy 2.8 
France 2.8 
Japan 2.8 
Federal Republic of Germany 2.4 


Source: Foreign Trade. Australia; FASTTRACCS Service 
(5461.0) 


MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS, 1995-96 
Value af goods 


exported 
Country _ sm 
Japan 494.3 
Hong Korg 122.4 
United States of America 115.5 
United Kingdam 114.5 
Taiwan 405.5 
Indonesia 53.9 
Malaysia 93.5 
Republic of Korea 90.5 
Thailand 74.6 
New Zealand 47.2 
Singapore 30.6 
Germany 25.6 
Philippines 16.9 
Italy 16.3 
India 16.2 


Source; Foreign Trade, Australia: FASTTRACCS Senice 
(5461.0) 
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Commodities exported 


Kor many years, Tasmania's international exports 
have been composed mainly of raw materials 
and their products. This pattern continued in 
1995-96; the 3 most valuable export commodity 
groups were non-ferrous metals (25.1%), cork 
and wood (14.8%), and metalliferous ores and 
metal scrap (11.7%). These groups accounted 
for more than half of Tasmania's exports in 
1995-96, However, exports of fine foods, and 
manufactured goods and equipment recently 
have begun to reduce Tasmania's reliance on 
exports which have litle or no value added. 


In 1995-96, ‘Tasmania’s top 10 exports formed 
72.4% of the total value of exports. With the 
notable exception of catamarans, all of these top 


10 exports were raw materials and food produce. 


In 1995-96, zinc was the most valuable 
commodity exported: 29.2% was sent ta Hong 
Kong, 17.5% to Indonesia, 15.8% to Taiwan, and 
7.4% to Malaysia. 


Woodchips was Tasmania's second most 
valuable export, with Japan taking all. The next 
most valuable commodity wes aluminium, of 
which 25.6% was exported to Thailand, 24.8% to 
Indonesia, 17.6% to Japan, and 12.7% to Taiwan. 


Tasmania's base metals, Icad ores and 
concentrates were the fourth biggest export in 
1995-96; Malaysia was the biggest market taking 
31.9%, followed by the EEC countrics, which 
took 27.8%. 


Tasmania’s fifth most valuable export was 
catamarans. This represented 99.6% of the total 
exports of ships and boats. Three catamarans 
were exported, two to the Linited Kingdom, and 
one Lo the Republic of Korea. 


Ferro alloys were the sixth most valuable 
Tasmanian export, ‘The USA was the most valued 
destination, taking 48.6% of Tasmania's export. 
Japan, with 21.8%, was the second most valued 
destination. 


Beef was the seventh most valuable Tasmanian 
export. Most of Tasmania's beef was sent to 
Japan, which took 69,2%,; the USA took 18.9%. 


— 


TASMANIAN OVERSEAS EXPORTS, 1995-96 


Value exparts of total 
Commodity (a) $000 % % 
Zinc 276 255.4 17.1 17.4 
Woodchips 224 143.4 13.6 30.9 
Aluminium 125 759.9 7.8 38.7 
Base metal ores and concentrates, n.e.c. 123 651.2 7.6 46.3 
Ships and boats 123 060.5 7.6 53.9 
Ferro alloys 102 157.6 6.3 60,2 
Beet 61 104.7 3.8 64.0 
Milk, cream, whey and rnilk products (excl. butter and cheese} A? 285.7 29 66.9 
Abalone, prépared or preserved 44 778.0 28 69.7 
Cheese and curd 44 597.7 28 72.4 
Cooper ores and concentrates 38 380.4 2.4 74.8 
Wool of 385.4 2.3 77a 
Vegetables 33 338.3 2.4 O41 
Fish 29 186.7 1.8 80.9 
Crustaceans, Molluscs, aquatic invertebrates 28 988.7 1.8 82.7 
Iron ore and concentrates 21 138.0 13 84.0 
Butter, fats and oils 18 152.9 1.4 85.2 
Paper and paperboard 17 840.8 4.4 86.3 
Medicinal and pharmaceutical products 17 598.6 1 87.3 
Fruit and nuts 16 506.0 1.0 84.4 
Wood 13 812.7 0.8 8o.2 
Motor vehicle parts and accessories 42 519.9 o.8 90.0 
Other commedities 162 056.3 10.0 100.0 
Total : 1619 704,3 100.6 na. 


Share of total Cumulative share 


ia} Tne too 25 overseas exports fram Tasmania by value. 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: FASTTRACCS Service (5461.0) 
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The eighth most valuable export was milk, crcam 
and milk products (exchiding cheese and 
butter). The Philippines took 15.9%, Singapore 
14.0%, Japan 13.1%, and the LISA 12.5%. 


In 1995-96, most of ‘Tasmania’s exports of fish 
went to Japan, which took 76.8%; the USA took 
12.8%. 


In 1995-96, 58.5% of Tasmania’s exports of 
cheese went to Japan. Indonesia was Tasmania's 
second biggest customer, buying 12.3%, and the 
Republic of Korea took 11.0%. 


Commodities imported 


Itis difficult to get accurate figures for 
Tasmania's overseas imports because only those 
goods imported directly into the State, anc not 
via a mainland port, are recorded. Items directly 
imported into Tasmania include capital 
equipment and machinery, and intermediate 
goods to be used in further downstream 
processing. 


During 1995-96 Tasmania's chief inyport, ut the 
broad import commodity group level, was 
pulpand waste paper. This was worth $46.4m. 
13.3% of the value of imports to che State. 


Other significant imports at the broact 
commodity group level, were internal 
combustion piston engines and parts, 6.2%: 
private motor vehicles, 5.3%; cocoa, 4.6%; 
transport and special purpose motor vehieles, 
3.2%; residual petroleum products and relatecl 
materials, 3.0%: and various crude vegetable 
materials, 3.0%. 


In 1995-96, the most valuable specilic 
commodity was semi bleached ar unbleached 
wood pulp for Tasmania’s paper industry, which 
represented 10.9% of the total value of 
Tasmania’s imporcs. 


The second most valuable commodity imported 
Was passenger motor vehicles, 3.3%. Next came 
cocaa, 3.6%, compression-ignition internal 
combustion piston engines for marine 
propulsion, 3.6%, and petroleum coke, worth 
2.8% of total imports. 


TASMANIAN OVERSEAS IMPORTS, 1995-96 


Share of pas 

total Cumulative 

Value imparts sare of totai 

Commodity (ai wo TD oe le i) he $000 bis % 
Pulp and waste paper 46 565 13.3 13.3 
Internal combustion piston engines and parts 21765 6.2 13.4 
Private motor ventcles 186523 5.3 248 
Cocoa 16 067 4.6 29.3 
Transport and spécial purpose motor vehicles 14 401 3.2 32.6 
Miscellaneous residual petroleum products and related materials 10 G88 3.0 35.6 
Miscellaneous ¢rude vegetable materials 10475 3.0 38.6 
Metallic salts and peroxysalts of inorganic acids 9 303 2.6 41.2 
Fertilisers 8457 2.4 43.6 
Civil engineering and contractor's plant and equipment 7 316 20 45.7 
Rubber tyres, treads, flaps and inner tubes 7 344 2.1 47.8 
Printing and bookbinding machinery and parts 6476 14 49.7 
Cake and semi-cake of coa:, lignite or peat 6 429 15 51.5 
Transmission shafts, plain shaft bearings, gearing, clutches and other parts 5978 Lz 53.2 
Machinery, equipment and parts for particular industries 587? dist 54.9 
Paper and pulp mill machinery 5 7a 1.6 56.5 
Aluminium § 629 16 58.1 
Textile yarn 5 626 1.6 59.7 
Measuring, checking, analysing and controlling instruments and apparatus 5 O67 14 61.1 
Miscellancous electrical machinery and apparatus 4672 1.3 62.5 
Mechanical handling equipment and parts 4668 13 63.8 
Fruit and nuts 4496 13 65.1 
Fertiliser 4391 1.2 66.3 
Feéd for animals 4370 12 67.6 
Liquefied pranare and butane 4195 1.2 68.8 
Other commodities 109 749 31.2 100.0 
Total 351 387 100.6 Ta. 


(aj Tre top 25 direct overseas mports to Tasmania by value, 


Source: Foreign Trade, Australia: FASTTRACCS Senice (5461.0) 
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Tasmanian ports 


‘Tasmania has a number of ports that receive 
overseas vessels. They are situated on the 
Derwent and Huon rivers in the south (Hebart 
and Port Huon), in Spring Bay on the East Coast; 
on the Tamar River in che north (Inspection 
Head, Long Reach and Bell Bay); on the Mersey 
River (Devonport), im Emu Bay (Burnie) andi at 
Port Latta, all in the North-West. 


Ali of these ports provide berths of a depth of 9 
meires Or greater. Port Latta provides a depth of 
16 metres nearly one and a half kilometres 
off-shore. 


There are 4 main port authorities servicing these 
areas. Interstate and intrastate trade passes 
through the main ports of Hobart, Launceston, 
Devonport and Burnie as weil as through the 
smaller ports at Strahan, Stanley, Ulyerstone, 
Currie (on King Island) and Lady Barron (on 
Flinders Island). 


Hobart 


The Hobart Marine Board controls about 
two-thirds of Tasmania's coastline, from Cape 
Portland on the north coast to Temma Harbour 
in the west. it is responsible for operations in the 
major ports of Hobart, Port Huon and Spring 
Bay (at Triabunna) as well as minor (mainly 
fishing) ports at Bicheno, Strahan, St Helens, 
Scamander and Dover, among others. 


Hobart provides 3 roll-on/sroll-off berths, 5 
general cargo berths, 2 berths suitable for 
container operations or general cargo, a bulk 
wheat berth and a bulk petroleum berth, In 
addition there are 2 docks (Constitution and 
Victoria) for handling fishing vessels and 
recreational craft, ancl 3 slips capable of handling 
vessels of up to 1,200 tonnes. Hobart has 
expanded its traditional role of maintenance and 
supply for pelagic fishing and Antarctic supply 
ships. in January 1996 six specialist vessels 
engaged in Antarctic expeditions were berthed 
in the port. The 6 vessels represented the United 
States, Japan, France, Norway and Australia. The 
Aurora Austratis, Australia’s Antarctic vessel, is 
registered here. 


In February 1996 a new export service was 
launched for direct export of onions to Europe. 
The new cold store and fumigation centre now 
offers assistance to the aquaculture industry with 
food processing area, export packaging facilities 
and a blast-freezing service for the State's salmon 
and! trout products. 


The main goods that were shipped through the 
port in 1996 were pulp and waste paper, metals 
and ores, petroleum products, chemicals, paper, 
general cargo, fruit and vegetables, timber 
products, cereals, beverages and other food 
srufts, 


During 1995-96 cruise passenger ships also 
played an important role in the life of the port, 
with 9 calls by 7 ships carrying a total of more 
than 5,200 passengers. 


In all there were 472 ship visits, a decrease of 48, 
to the Port of Hobart in 1995-96 involving a total 
tonnage of 5,175,769 gross registered tonnes. 
Cargo throughput for 1995-96 was 2,539,221 
mass tonnes which was down 5.2% from the 


previous year. 


Port Huon provides 2 general cargo and fruit 
handling berths, and Triabunna (Spring Bay) has 
a woodchip handling berth. 


In recent years, the trade of boat building has 
been revived within the Hobart area. Of 
particular importance is the new generation of 
Wwave-piercing catamarans which could radically 
change ferry services around the world. Other 
boat builders produce smaller fibreglass 
catamarans and both modern and traditional 
sailing craft. 


Launceston 


The Port of Launceston is situated on the ‘lamar 
River. At its mouth, deep water and broad 
expanses of river provide a valuable natural 
harbour. fn this area, encompassing the 
anchorages of Bell Bay, Inspection Head andl 
Long Reach, are locatecl the major activities of 
the port. A tidal range of up to 3.6 metres creates 
strong tidal currents which, by natural scouring, 
eliminate che neect for any maintenance 
dredging in the lower reaches of the river. 


The Australian Maritime College has facilities at 
Beauty Point for training crew for fishing vessels, 
and international and domestic shipping 
operators. Private firms in the area are cngaged 
in the maintenance and construction of hoats for 
domestic and overseas markets, 


The port of Bell Bay is the major industrial port 
in Tasmania with 8 modern cargo berths. 
Generally Bell Bay can cater for vessels up to 260 
metres long and up to 11.5 metres draft. In 1995 
construction on Bell Bay berth no, 5 
commenced and was opened in October 1997, 
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it is 210 metres long with a draft of 12 metres. 
Designed to act as a multi-purpose facility, it will 
allow the efficient movement of the projected 
increase in exports to Japan of medium density 
fibreboard from the Starwood Australia plane 
situated nearby. 


In 1995-96, Comalco imported 185,000 tonnes 
of alumina, converting it into 82,000 tonnes of 
aluminium for export, Comalco cargoes also 
included imports of liquid pitch, fuel oil, and 
soda ash, and exports of aluminium powder and 
alloy wheels. BHP Temco was another important 
user of the port, importing approximately 
387,000 tonnes of manganese ore andl significant 
amounts of coal and coke and exporting 251,000 
tonnes of manganese alloys. Woodchips fram 
North Forest Products and Boral Timber Forest 
Resources were the largest weight of cxpart 
from the port, totalling 1.7 millian tonnes. Other 
significant goads handled through the port were 
newsprint, petroleum preducts, pinc logs and 
other timber, scrap metal, vegetables, wheat anc 
general cargo. 


In 1995-96 a total of 3,589,478 mass tonnes of 
cargo was handled, a 17% decrease over the 
previous year, 


Devonport 


The Port of Devonport is situated on the Mersey 
River within 2 kilometres of the coast. The 
entrance is sheltered by Mersey Bluff on the 
west and by a retaining wall extending over halfa 
kilometre northward from the eastern shore of 
the river. The river was always a natural harbour 
for small craft, and its development by extensive 
dredging and engineering works has resulted in 
a secure harbour for larger ships. Although 
originally a general port, in recent years there 
has been a concentration on servicing a few 
major users, such as the Spir7t of Tasmania. 


The centralisation of Coastal Express Line’s 
northern Tasmanian operations in Devonport 
has boosted the level of general cargo passing 
through the port. 


The Port of Devonport carries a wide range of 
cargo due to the wide industry base it serves, 
The growth in the export of bulk cement by 
Goliath Portland Cement Company continued in 
1995-96 with che total export tonnage increasing 
by 14% to just over 895,000 tonnes. Export 
tonnage was also boosted by the reactivation of 
live sheep exports with a shipment of 40,000 
sheep to Jordan, During the year there were 4 
ship calls associated with the export of fresh 
produce including the first ever shipment of 
onions to Korea by Veecon Pry Ltd. In 1995-96 
there was a steady growth in the import of bulk 
fuels, china clay, and salt. 


During 1995-96, 493 ships visited the Port of 
Devonport compared to 470 in 1994-95, The 
total mass tonnage of cargo passing through the 
Port increased by 12.7% from 1,718,288 tonnes 
in 1994-95 Lo 1,936,904 tonnes in 1995--96, 


Burnie 


The Port af Burnie, on Emu Bay, was built out 
into the open sea in the lec of Blackman Point. 
‘This is unlike the ports of Hobart, Launceston 
and Devonport, which all lie within the shelter of 
rivers, Protection from the potentially rough 
waters of Bass Serait is afforded by 2 larwe 
breakwaters. Burnie is a deep-water port with na 
tidal restrictions except occasionally for the 
larger vessels, ancl it is virtually fog-free, 


With the resumption of procuction at the 

Mt Lyell copper mine, it is expected that Copper 
Mines of Tasmania will be exporting up to 
136,000 tonnes of concentrates per annum. The 
Aberfoyle and Pasminco mines at Hellyer and 
Rosebery continued ta contribute significantly to 
the port's throughput. 


The main goods that were shipped through the 
port were mineral concentrates and magnetite, 
fruit and vegetables, paper, woodchips and 
timber products, petroleum products, motor 
vehicles and general cargo. 


_ TASMANIAN SEAPORT TRADE, 1993-94 


inwards Outwards Total 
Major port reve ue tonnes fevenue tonnes revenue tonnes 
Burnie 2 345 285 2 9230 685 5 275 970 
Launceston 1 fa? 796 2 974 962 4712 758 
Devonport 1994 618 2325 227 4 312 845 
Hobart 1388 942 1612 /12 3001 654 
Total 7 466 641 9 843 586 ___17 310 227 


Source: Annual reports of port autharties 
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In 1995-96, 490 ships called at the Burnie port, 
up 39 from the previous year. Cargo throughput 
far 1995-96 was 2,717,973 mass tonnes, which 
was up 0.8% from the previous year. 


interstate trade 


Jasmania trades with the other States of 
Australia by sea or air. Much of Tasmania’s high 
value industries such as pharmaceuticals, 
salmon, trout, rock lobsters, cheese and other 
specialist foodstuff is sent by air. With the 
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Supermarkes 


Phoote: Fr 


Commerce makes an important contribution to 
the Tasmanian economy. In terms of Gross State 
Product, the combined valuc af wholesale trade 
and retail crade ($1,327m in 1995-96) was 
surpassed only by the valuc of manufacturing 
($1,347m). However, combined employment in 
the wholesale and retail trades exceeds that of 
manufacturing. 


The term ‘commerce’ is usually taken to caver 
wholesale trade, retail trade, and financial 
services such as banking and insurance. 


In terms of the broad divisions in ANZSIC 
(Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification) the industries covered by 


‘commerce’ are usually taken to be the divisions: 


Wholesale trade, Retail trade, Finance and 
insurance, and Property and business services. 


CHAPTER 23 


Commerce 


Automatic teller 
machines and 
electronic banking 
are increasingly 
playing a more 
important role in 
everyday financial 
transactions. 


Commerce in the mid-90s 


The contribution of commerce to 
the Tasmanian economy 


In 1995-96, commerce contributed 21.4% ta 
Tasmania's Gross State Prochuct at Factor Cost 
(GSPFC). Wholesale and Retail trade contributed 
4.5% and 9.6% respectively, while Finance and 
insurance, and Property and business services 
contributed 2.1% and 5.2% respectively, 


In terms of contribution to GSPFC, Retail trade 
was the State’s second most important industry. 
Only Manufacturing with 14.8% of GSPFC was 
more important. The Finance and insurance 
industry was at the other end of the scale. In 
1995-96, the only industries with a smaller 
GSPFC contribution were Communication, with 
2.0%, and Cultural and recreational services, with 
1.3%, 
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Comparison with Australia 


Wholesale and Retail trade play much the same 
role in he Tasmanian economy as they clo in che 
Australian economy. In 1995-96, Wholesale 
trade and Retail trace combined contributed! 
13.8% to Australia’s Gross Domestic Product at 
Factor Cost (GDPFC), compared with 14.1% to 
Tasmania's GSPFC. 


On the other hand, Property and business 
services played a quite different role. In 1995-96, 
this industry contributed 9.2% to Australia’s 
GPPFC compared with its contribucdion of only 
5.2% to Tasmania's GSPFC. Property and 
business services was the second-most 
important Australian industry; only 
Manufacturing made a higher nation-wide 
contribution (14.5%). Thus, Property and 
business services was about 77% more important 
to the Australian economy than it was to the 
Tasmanian economy. 


Growth of commerce 


The average annual percentage increase in the 
dollar-value contribution made by Wholesale 
and Retail trade to constant-price GSPFC, over 
the period 1984-85 to 1995-96, was 2.1% per 
annum. The corresponding figure for Finance 
and insurance, ancl Property and business 
services combined was 4.3% per annum. For 
commerce the figure was 2.8% per annum. 


The average annual increase in Tasmania’s 
constant-price GSPFC over che period 1984-85 
to 1995 96 was approximately 1.6%. Thus the 
commerce sector grew 75% more rapidly over 
the period than che Tasmanian economy. 


Productivity in commerce 


Comparison between these growth rates and 
employment growth rates over the same period 
is of interest. Between May 1985 and May 1996 
the annual percentage increase in employment 
in Wholesale trade and Retail trade combined in 
Tasmania was 2.2% per annum. The figure for 
Finance and insurance, and Property and 
business services combinect was 2.5% per 
annum. The figure for commerce as a whole was 
2.3 perannum. 


By subtracting each of these ernployment 
growth rates from the corresponding 
constant-price GSPFC growth-rates given in the 
preceding parapraph we get a good 
approximation to the relevant 
labour-procluctivity growth rates. The conclusion 
reached in this way is that from 


1984-85 to 1995-96 labour productivity in 
Wholesale and Retail trade combined was almost 
unchanged. However, in Finance and insurance 
and Property and business services taken 
together the figure was 1.8%. 


Over the period 1984-85 to 1995-96 
employment in Tasmania grew by an average of 
1.5% per annum, Subtracting this figure from the 
1.6% given earlier for che average annual 
percentage increase in constant-price GSPFC we 
get an approximate figure of 0.1 for the average 
annual percentage increase in Tasmanian labour 
productivity, This makes it clear rhat labour 
productivity (0.5% per annum) grew more 
rapidly in the commerce sector than in the 
Tasmanian economy as a whole over the 11 
years between 1984-85 and 1995-96, 


( Dr Alf Hagger, University of Tasmania's Centre 
for Regional Economic Analysis.) 


Measure of growth 


The hest measure of growth in Tasmania’s 
commerce sector is the average annual 
percentage increase in the contribution which 
the sector makes to the aggregate net value 
added at factor cost by all Tasmanian industries, 
in terms Of corstané prices. ae 


This aggregate is known as corstant-price 
GSPFC. Unfortunately this measure cannot be 
calculated! exactly because official statistics do 
not include a break-up of constant-price GSPFC 
by industry. An estimate can be derived, 
however, in the folowing way. 


The combined share of Wholesale trade and 
Retail trade in cerrent-price GSPFC can be 
calculated for each of the years 1984-85 
through to 1995-96 from official statistics. Ifthis 
share is applied to Lhe known dollar-value value 
ol constant-price GSPFC the dollar-value of the 
contribution lo constant-price GSPFC made by 
Wholesale and Retail trade combined, can Be 
estimated. (This assumes that the combined 
share of Wholesale and Retail trade in 
constant-price GSPFC is the same as its share in 
current-price GSPEC.) 


The combined contribution made by Finance 
and insurance, and Praperty and business 
services can be estimated in the same way. 
Once these figures are available the required 
growth-rates can be calculated, 
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Private finance 


Private finance is influenced by a number of 
aspects in the Australian economy ranging from 
the availability of the various types of finance to 
whether it is appropriate to undertake such 
financing given the present economic 
environment. Over the past five years there has 
been a steady increase in private finance. 

‘Interest rates have been stable, and relatively low 
in the 90s by comparison to the 80s; therefore 
more people and companies have been inclined 
to borrow and invest. 


Personal finance 


Personal finance is preclominantly used for the 
purchase of new and used motor vehicles, boats, 
residential blocks of land, dwelling alterations 
and holidays. In 1996, lenders provided §697.7m 
in lending cammitments in Tasmania, a 9% 
decrease on the 1995 figure of $766.8rn. 


In Tasmania, banks provide the majority of 
personal finance with $466.3m in commitments 
for 1996, representing 67% of the market. This is 


a decrease of 879.5m on the 1995 figure of 
$545.8m. The remaining $231.4m, or 33% 
marker share, consists of commitments from 
credit co-operatives, finance companies, and 
other lenders. 


Housing finance 


Secured new housing finance commitments for 
owner occupation in Tasmania during 1996 
avcragcd $64.7m per month, with an average of 
954 dwellings financed per month. This is a 
slight increase on 1995 where the average 
commitments on housing per month was $63m, 
with an average of 941 dwellings financed per 
month. 


The interest rate on housing commitments 
remained constant at 10.5% for all of 1995 and 
well into 1996. In June 1996 the interest rate fell 
Lo 9.75% and continued to fall, reaching 8.25% in 
December, che lowest value for the two-year 
perioct. 


PERSONAL FINANCE, FASMANIA 


Type of lender 


Credit Finance 
Banks co-operatives comoanies Others Total — 
Month $m sm $m fm $m. 
1995 
January 21.4 48 FL 0.39 43.9 
February 27.5 49 6.9 0.9 40.2 
March 38.9 6.6 7.6 4.1 54.2 
April 29.1 9.5 6.1 1.0 45.8 
May 471 6.3 7.3 1.4 62.2 
June 31.0 10.0 5.0 9.0 59.4 
July 56.7 8.1 8.0 1.1 73.9 
August 54.2 11.4 a7 17 rare 4 
September 49.7 8.7 7.3 0.9 66.6 
October 56.0 10.4 8.5 1.4 76.3 
November 92.2 13.0 3.9 1.3 116.3 
December 42.3 10.0 tee’ 1.5 61.2 
1996 
January 43,7 10.6 o,7 0.6 63.6 
February 55.8 10.3 a9 1.2 ‘6.2 
March 29.0 16.1 74 i2 AT? 
April 38.3 &.6 6.6 3.6 57.41 
May 43.5 9.6 7.5 2.6 63.2 
June 43.8 8.0 6.7 z2.1 60.6 
July 45.7 10.3 n.d. rp. 65.9 
August 34.5 9.2 np. nop. 53.0 
September 33.7 8.9 rp. np. 52.4 
October 38.5 11.5 np. ‘Lp. 58.8 
November 29.7 10.7 np. Lp. 48.8 
December 31.1 10.4 np. ap. 50.4 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 5642.0 
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a DWELLING UNITS FINANCED, TASMANIA COMMERCIAL FI NANCE, TASMANIA 
ie , Current Type of lender 
Dweltrg ursts Value (a) interest rate Qanks Other lenders Totat 
Mota nH Month Sm Sr. sm 
1995 19997 — 
December B64 $9.6 10.50 December 94.6 15.2 109.8 
1996 1996 
January on 59.4 ani January 65.7 16.6 82.3 
February S11 63.3 10.80) February 70.3 41.9 B22 
March see scclg 10.50 March 100. 127 0 143.4 
April BAg 58.9 10.50 April 64.4 11.8 76.2 
June 841 aes eat jure 178.8 12.7 9 191.5 
July 1032 56.4 9.75 July 95.6 132 1038 
August 1163 W.2 9.25 August 121.0 13.9 134.9 
Sepiember 1 067 68.8 9.25 September 67.8 14.4 2.9 
October 1117 75.9 9.25 October BAR 10.4 65.2 
November 909 60.7 8.75 November 65.9 14.7 80.6 
_ December 787 SAAB December 88.8 20.2 109.0 
(al Includes value of alterations and additions. Source: ABS catalague no. 5643.0 


Source: AGS catalogue no. 5609.0 and Reserve Bank of 
Australia Bulletin 


Commercial finance 


Commercial finance includes commitments ($191.5m), August 1996 ($134.9m), and 
made by significant lenders to government, November 1995 ($130.6m}, 

private and public enterprises, and non-profit. 

organisations, as well as commitments to Lease finance 


individuals for investment and business 
purposes. In 1996, total lending commitments 
were valued at $1242.9m, a marginal 2.5% 
increase from the previous year’s total of 
$1213.0m. 


Lease finance is mainly used for the purchase of 
motor vehicles. Over the two-year periad ending 
December 1996, total commitments for 
Tasmania averaged $3.6m a monch with a high of 
$7.8m in Octaber 1995, and a low of $1.9m in 


Over the two-year period, the highest monthly January 1995. 


values in commercial finance were June 1996 


LEASE FINANCE, TASMANIA 


Finarce General 
Banks companies fina qciers Total (a) 
Manih $m $m $m $m 
1995 
December La 2.1 3.9 7.0 
1996 
January Aa 1.0 1.0 3.1 
February 1.0 133 13 3.7 
March O7 1.6 da 3.4 
April O.5 0.9 iA: 2.6 
May a7 1.3 23 4.2 
Juné O3 2.2 2.4 4.9 
July dd 2.5 nf. 4.9 
AuBuUst 15 1.2 np. 3.9 
September G.5 1.3 n.p. 3.5 
October 0.5 17 np. 32 
November 0.4 o.8 n.p. 2.2 
December 0.4 19 rp. 41 


ia) lnchides morey narket corporations and gencral financiers. 
Source: ABS catalogue no. 5644.9 


Prices and price indexes 
A price index is an effective means of measuring 
change in the price of goods and services over 
time for a given locality and group of consumers. 
Indexes are constructed in a number of steps. 
First, representative commodities and services 
are determined. Second, their respective 
financial importance or weight is determined. 
Next the priccs of these representative goods 
ancl services are regularly measured. 


Consumer price index 


One of the most commonly usecl indexes is the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI. The CGPI is the 
householder's guide to price changes that 
normally affect thern. The CPI measures 
quarterly changes in the price of goods and 
services that account for a high proportion of 
expenditure by metropolitan wage and salary 
households. The CP] is made up of eight main 
groups: food, clothing, housing, household 
equipment and operation, transportation, 
tobacco and alcohol, health and personal care, 
and recreation and education. In turn, each of 
these groups is indexed separately and is formed 


PERCENTAGE CHANGE OF ALL GROUPS, 


HOBART, CPI 

Change from previous year 
1990-91 49 
1991-92 2.1 
1992-93 1.3 
1993 94 2.9 
1994-95 3.1 
1995-96 3.8 


W96-9F 1b 
Source: 48S catalogue no. 6401.0 
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through the combination of sub-groups (e.g. 
dairy products}. These sub-groups themselve are 
formed through the combination of expenditure 
classes (e.g. milk and cream; cheese; and 
butter). 


Pensioners and other social welfare recipicnts 
are not included in the CPI population group. As 
well, the index does not reflect concessional 
prices paid by these people such as subsiclised 
government dwelling rents, and public transport 
fares. 


Between the 1990-91 and the 1996-97 financial 
years, change from the previous year in the CPI: 
All Groups, Hobart, varied berveen a minimum 
of 1.3% in 1992-93 to a maximum of 4.9% in 
1990-91. 


The CPI: All Groups, Hobart index number for 
the financial year 1996-97 rose by 15.8% over 
the 1990-91 financial vear. The change, over the 
same period for Groups, varied from 43.9% for 
the Tobacco and alcohol group, to 0.3% for the 
Housing group. 


Average retail prices 


In Hobart between 1994 ancl 1996 almost all the 
food that contributed to the Food group in the 
CPI increased in price. 


Amongst the items in the Food group that 
increased in price were coffee (23%), self-raising 
flour falmost 20%), and legs of lamb (slightly 
more than 15%), The price of corn-based 
breakfast cereal was almost unchanged. ‘lhe 
price of corned silverside dropped by about 9%. 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, HOBART 


Group 

Food 

Clothing 

Housing 

Household equipment and operation 
Transportation 

Tobacco and alcahol 

Health and personal care 
Recreation and education 


All groups 


Source: Unoublished ABS data 


1990-91 1996.-97 % change 
103.3 120.6 16.8 
104.6 105.6 LO 
102.8 103.2 O38 
105.9 113.7 13.4 
103.4 121.5 15.3 
106.5 153.3 43.9 
111.5 157.7 41.5 
103.6 117.9 13.8 
104.9 121.4 15.8 
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AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED FOOD ITEMS, HOBART 


1994 1596 Change 
Item Unit (aj cents cents %% 
Dairy products 
Milk, fresh, cartons 1 litre 412 120 6.9 
Butter 500 g 206 212 3.0 
Cereal produets 
Bread, ordinary white sliced 680 g 155 160 3.2 
Breakfast cereal, corn-hased 500 ¢ 357 357 0.0 
Flour, self-raising 2 kg 236 2a? 19.7 
Meat 
Beef—rump steak 1 4g 1108 1121 41 
Beef—silverside, corned 1 ike 690 625 -8.3 
Lamb—leg 1 xg 525 605 15.3 
Lamb loin chops 1 xg 675 75? 12.1 
Pork-- leg 1 ag 668 670 02 
Bacon, rashers pre-pack 250 g 313 331 5.8 
Fresh vegetables 
Potatoes ius 76 aa 8.6 
Onions 1 «gz 112 116 3.8 
Other food 
Peaches, canned 825 ¢ 217 218 ae 
Eggs (52¢ min} 1 doz 258 280 3.5 
Sugar 2kg 236 aaz 0.6 
Tea 250 ¢ 196 210 7.0 
Coffee 150g 512 630 23.0 
___Margarine, table, polyunsaturated 500 ¢ 157 168 7.3 


jai The table units are not necessarily those for which the original price data were obtained; in such 
cases, prices have been calculated for the table unit. {b) Prices are the averages of the recorded 
prices of the four quarters of each calendar year. (c) This is 4 price list of selected retail goods, The 
prices in the list are the averages for iterns of specified grades, qualities and brands charged by a 


number of selected retailers in a city. Trey are included in the calculation of the CPI. (d)} The list 
Should be regarded as no more than ar. approximate indicator of price levels and pice changes and 


the average prices for some items may not be comparable from city to city nor from quarter to quarter 
as tre specifications of the products, brands etc. may change. 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 6403.0 


RETAIL PRICE INDEX NUMBERS, WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE OF EIGHT CAPITAL CITIES COMBINED 


1901 ia) a7 
1911 {a) 53 
1921(5) 90 
1951 (c} 167 
19841 926 
1991 1898 
1992 1917 
1993 1962 
1994 1989 
1995 2 082 
1996 2141 


(a) A Senes Index. (b) C Seénes Index. (¢) Weighted average 
of six capital cities, 


Source: Unpublished CPi data 


House price indexes 


House price index information is derived from 
the information which is used to compile the 
Housing group inclex as a part of the Hobart CPI. 
Included in the Housing group index are data on 
the cost of rents, mortgage interest charges, 


HOBART HOUSE PRICE INDEXES 


Established house 
pnices = Project home prices 


Annual Anna 

Index increase Index Increase 

no. % ne, %, 

1990-91 106.3 . 106.4 i 
1991-92 112.0 54 1410.1 3.5 
1992-93 116.6 44 114.1 3.6 
1993.94 122.5 B1 4117.7 3.2 
1994-95 129.0 5.3 121.3 3.1 
1995-96 129.8 O06 3234 27 


Source: ABS catalogue no. 6416.0 


local government rates and charges, house 
repairs and maintenance. Separate price indexes 
are calculated for established houses and for 
prajece homes. In the case of the project home 
price index, a representative sample of project 
homes models is selected, prices are obtained in 
each quarter, and the price movements for each 
model weighted together. 


In the case of established homes the raw sales 
price data is stratified by gcographic arca and 
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TURNOVER OF RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS, TASMANIA 


1994-95 1995-96 Charge 
Type of store (a) $m $m 
Food retailing 1154.9 4251.9 a4 
Clothing and soft goods retailing 184.6 184.3 0.2 
Households goods retailing 280.9 302.7 7.8 
Recreational goods retailing 161.9 181.8 -O,1 
Hospitality and services 480.9 462.1 3.9 
Other retailing (6) 505.5 537.4 6.3 
Total 2 788.7 2920.20 4.7. 


fa) Excludes motor vehicles and spare parts dealers, service stations etc. (6) Inciudes 


depantment stores. 
Source: ABS catalogue ro. 8501.0 


physical characteristics of the dwelling. The 
overall movement in the index is calculated by 
weighing together che price movements in 
inclivichual strata. 


Since 1990-91 che price index of established 
housing in Hohart increased by merc than 4% 
each year up until 1994-95, Berween 1994-95 
and 1995-96 the index increased by 0.6%. The 
price index of project homes since 1990-91 
increased by more than 3% each year up until 
1994-95, Between 1994-95 and 1995-96 the 
index increased by 1.7%. 


Price indexes of building materials 


The Price Index of Building Materials Used in 
House Building (All Groups, Hobart) grew by 
4.0% in 1994-95 and 2.9% in 1995-96. The index 
fell by 0.4% in 1996-97, 


The Price Index of Building Materials Used in 
Other Than House Building (All Groups, 
Hobart}, an index commonly used for contract 
adjustment for such non-residential building, 
rose by 3.7% over the 2 year period 1994-95 to 
1996-97. Amongst the price increases were the 
paint and coatings group (9.1%), structural steel 
(8.4%), and pre-cast concrete products (3.1%). 
Amongst the price decreases were structural 
timber (—11.4%), ready mixed concrete (—1.4%), 
ancl sand and ageregate (-0.2%). 


Retailing in Tasmania 
Employment 


Employment in retailing, has responded te 
changes in the economic environment and 
working conditions. There were 23,178 people 
employed in retail trade at the Population 
Census on 30 June 1986, buc by the next census 
on 6 August 1991 this had fallen to 22,824. At the 
Population Census on 6 August 1996, persons 


employed in che retail trade had increased to 
24,944, 


Turnover 


From the 1985-86 Retail Census, total retail 
turnover was $1,624m, increasing in che 1991-92 
Retail Census to $2,557m, a 97.4 % increase, 
Since 1991 92 total turnover in retailing, from 
the monthly Retail Survey, has been $2,659m in 
1992-93 and $2,748m in 199394, an average 
each month of $222m anc $229m respectively. 
In 1994-95 retail curnover was $2,789m and. 
subsequently reached $2,920m in 1995-96 
bringing the monthly average to $232m and 
$243m respectively, ioe 


Growth in turnover for any industry in the retail 
sector can be due to increased prices as well as 
improved sales volumes, and does not 
necessarily equate to an increase in profitability, 


Private new capital 
expenditure 

Capital expenditure estimates indicate che 
amount of investment in buildings, plant and 
equipment being made by businesses 
conducting activities throughout Australia, The 
estimates arc also a kev component of the 
National Account figures. 


Private new capital expenditure does not include 
houses built by speculative builders or money 
SPeNnt on renovalions. 


During 1989-90, private new capital expenditurc 
in Australia was recorded at $30,000m. By the 
end of the 1991-92 financial vear it had declined 
to $24,000m but macle a recovery in the 
following years, with $29,000m recorclect for 
1993-94, In 1994-95 it increased to $34,000m 
and subsequently reached almost $39,000m in 
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1995-96, In comparison, Tasmania recorded 1993-94 with a figure of $441m or 1.3% of the 
$575m worth of private new capital expenditure Australian total. In 1994-95, $636m was 

in 1989-90. This increased to $596m in 1990-91 recorded (1.9 % of the Australian total), falling 
but declined in the following years to finish again to $57 1m in 1995-96 (1.5%). 


PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE, TASMANIA AND 
AUSTRALIA (a) 


New buildings Equipment, plant 


and structures and machinery Total 
Paar sm $m Sm 
Tasmania 
1989-90 88 AST 575 
1990-91 180 416 596 
1991-92 fe) 3593 438 
1992-93 104 342 446 
1993-94 98 343 441 
4994.-95 433 503 636 
1995. 96 L178 394 571 
Austraka 
1989-90 11 462 18 613 30 O76 
1990-91 10 897 17 576 28 467 
1991-92 8O76 16 145 24 220 
1992.-93 ? 761 18 086 25 847 
1993-94 & 166 20 392 28 758 
1994-95 8 630 25 692 34 321 
1995-96 11 875 26 72? 38 601 


(a) Estimates based on a sariple survey and therefore subject Lo 
sampling variasitily. Covess selected industnes only—mining, 
manufacturing, finarce, property and other selected industrics. 


Source: ABS cataingue no. 5646.0 
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ABS publications 

Australian Housing Survey 1994 (4181.0) 

Australian National Accoumts, State Accounts (5220.05 

Average Retail Prices of Selected ems, Eight Capitel Cities (6403.0) 

Consumer Price Index (6401.0) 

Housebold Expenditure Survey 1993-9-4, Suanmary of Results (6530.0) 

House Price Indexes: Bight Capital Cities (6416.0) 

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia (3609.0) 

Price index of Materials used in Buildtig other than House Butldine, Eight Capttal Cittes (0407.0) 
Price fndex of Materials used in House Building, Six State Capital Cities and Canberra (6408.0) 
Retail trade, Australia (8501.0) 

Retailing in Tasmania 1991-92 (8623.6) 

Retail Industry: Details of Operations, Tasmania 1985-86 (8622.6) 


State Estimates of Private New Capital Expenditure (5646.0) 


Other publications 


Reserve Bank of Australia Bulletin 
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convicts 2, 3,5, 87, 127 
Cooperative Research Centres 120 
copper 8, 87, 199, 202 
Copper Mines of Tasmania Pty Ltd 202 
Cornwall Coal Company 205 
Coroner's Act 2957 70 
Coroner's Amendment Act [985 71 
councils (local) see local government 
counselling services 176-7 
courts $7, 67-71 

Children’s 7O 

Commanwealth 71 

Corenec’s 7O-1 

Family 71 

Federal 71 

High 71 

Magistrate's 58, 67, 69-71, 72 

of Petty Sessions 69, G9 

of Requests 69-70, 70 

Supreme 2, 58, 62, 67-8 

judges 68 
prosecutions 67-8 

video court link 72 
CPI see Consumer Price Index 
Creative Communities Fund 136 
Creswell (G.f.) Transport Pty Ltd 206 
crime 

anti-crime measures 12 

burglary 11 

fingerprinting 12, 58 

murder 58 

offence rates 61 

offences 62 

against property 61-2 
against the person 61 

street gangs 11 

victims of 62 

see alsa police 
Crime Stoppers 63 
Criminal Code Act 1924 63 
Criminal Law (Detention & Interrogation) Act 

2995 58 
Crisis Accommodation Program L179 
Crisis Intervention Unit 65 
crops 189, 190, 192, 104-6 

gross value 194 

production 194 

sales 191 
CRS Readymix 206 


CSIRO Marine Laboratories 10 

cultural activities, attendance 128-9, 129, 137. 
159 

cultural heritage 125, 126-8, 222 

cultural pursuits 128-9 

culture & the arts 125-40 

currency, devaluation G 


D 
dairying 192, 197 
David Mitcheli Limited (Mole Creck) 205 
davlight hours 40, 41 
daylight saving 8 
death 91-2, 151, 152 
causes of 152-4, 153 
see also mortality 
death rates, age-specific 92, 152 
dcath sentence 8, 71 
decimal currency 8 
deer industry 197 
defences 4 
dental health program 172 
schoals 8, 172 
Department of Community & Health Services 65, 
70, 73 
restructure 159-G1, 169 
support services TG9-74 - 
Department of Education, Cultural & Community 
Development 113, 114, 117 
Department of Environment & Land Management 
24, 126, 128, 2189 
Department of Justice 62, 73 
Department of Police & Public Safety 66 
Department of Primary Industries & Energy 
(Cwlthy 108 
Department of Primary Industries & Fisheries 
21], 218, 219, 220 
Department of Seacial Security (DSS) 107 
pensions, benefits & family payments 163-9, 
164 
Department of Veteran's Affairs (DVA} 163, 165 
Department of Vacational Education & Training 
(DVET) 113 
depression, economic 4, 6, 87, 101 
Derwent River 77, 131 
exploration 2 
Dicksonia antarctica 223 
Disability Pension 166, 166 
Disability Support Pension 165-G, 165 
disabled people 
accommodation 179 
educational services 117 
support services 169-70 


on NE 


disaster—emergency relief 178 
displaced persons 7 
diverces 71, 71, 95-4, 95 
age distribution 95 
invalving children 96 
previous marital status 96 
dolomite 205 
Dombrovskis, Peter (photographer) 138 
photographs between 138-9 
domestic viclence 65, 172 
domestic waste 33 
Double Orphan Pension 168 
driving licences § 
droughts 13, 40, 189 
drug education, policy program 65 
drug law enforcement 62 
drug rehabilitation services 172, 178 


E 
early childhood education 114 
Early Literacy Support Program 115 
Early Special Education Services 117 
economic depression 4, 6, 87, 101 
economic growth, persons ranking of 17, 18 
economic outlook (Nixon Report) 14, 51-3 
Feonomic Transactions Framework (ETF) 76, 84 
economy 

commerce contribution to 271-2 

local government role 54 

mining contribution to 200 

tourism contribution to 187 
education 113-24 

adult 113, 117, 119, 123 

alternative: 117 

Council of Education 4 

distance 117 

for students with disabilities 117 

future outlook 31, 53, 124 

kindergarten 114 

primary 4, 114, 115, 115 

secondary 114, 113-17 

student protests 43 

tertiary 117-21 

see afso schools: Technical & Further Educa- 

tion; University of Tasmania 
EEC, exports to 264, 264 
egg production 197 
elections 

federal 4, 7,9, 12, 14, 45 

local government 3, 12 

postal hallot 12 

State 8, tO, 1L, 14, 47-9 
‘Electoral (Constitutional) Crisis’ 9 
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electoral system, House af Assembiy 13, 47 
Blectricity Supply Indtestry Act 1996 248 
Electrolytic Zinc Co 6, 7,8 
Electrona 11 
electronic gaming machines 14, 75 
employer incentives 107 
employment 13, 107-10 
annual leave 8, 9 
apprenticeships 108, 109, 110 
assistance ta employers 107-8 
by industry sector 103, 105 
Commonwealth Government strategies LOT-8 
definition 104 
forty-hour week 7 
injuries 162 
public sector 103 
State Government schemes 108 
trainceships 109, 123 
training 107-8, 176, 178, 179 
see also specific industries 
Employment Opportunities Program 108 
Employment Simulation Program 179 
Emu Bay settlement 3 
endangered specics 20, 24, 25, 26 
concerns about 19 
Endeavour Program 176 
energy 236-40 
future direction 33, 240 
wind 239 
see aiso Hydro—Flectric Corporation; power 
schemes; power stations 
engineering construction 248, 248 
enterprise agreements 11 
enterprise & adjustment assistance 107 
environment, concerns about 19 
environmental issues 17-34 
conservation 222, 223-4 
recreation & tourism 27, 150, 181, 224 
resetved areas 24-7 
the atmosphere 27-4 
water 29-32, 193, 224 
Enutronmental Management & Pollution 
Control Act 1994 (Vas) 31 
cnvironmental problems, concerns about 18 
environmental protection, persons ranking of 
17, 18 
equal opportunity 8 
equal pay 8,9 
ERICO Lightning Technologies 237 
erosion 22, 30, 32, 194 
concerns ahoul 32 
estuarine resources 31-2 
European carp 13 
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European Economic Community, exports to 26-4, fertility counselling 17? 

264 fertility rate 91 
evaporation 4) festivals 13, 137, 187-8 
exercise 159, 159 finance 


explorers 1-2 

export markets 263-5, 263, 264, 264 

exports 6, 8, 189-90, 199, 200, 210, 223 
commodities exported 266-7, 266 
early settlement 261-2 
& trade performance 262-3, 262 


commercial 274, 274 

definitions 84 

housing 273, 274 

lease 27-4, 274 

local government 80-2, 80, 81-2 
personal 273, 273 


Extremely Greedy 40% Extra Party 12 private 273-4 
public sector debt 82, 82-3 
F State Government 77-9 


fabricated metal products 236-7 
farnilies at risk, services 172 
Family Based Care (FBC) 169-70 
Family Counselling Services 171 
family day care 171 


final consumption expenditure 77 
future outiook 31, 42 

general government sector 75-6, 77, 79 
general transactions 76 

gross fixed capital expenditure 77 


Family Life Education 176-7 public trading enterprises 76, 78, 78 


Family Payment 167-8 taxation 83, 85 
family planning 177 fines 72 
family support services 170-2 finfish 212-14, 213 
Family Tax Payment 168 culture 217 
family violence 63 fircarm-related deaths 61 
farm businesses firearms 
financial performance 191 death rates 59, 59 
profit margins 190 registry statistics 60 = 


turnover 190-1, 191 Firearms Act 1996 14, 60 


fauna 22-4 fish 
biodiversity 19 native 23 
habitat protection 24 see diso specific species 
people's views 18-19 fisheries 
threatened & rare taxa 20, 24, 25, 26 freshwater 14 
threats to 22-4 gross value 212 


federal Court of Australia Act 1976 71 
Federal Government see Commonwealth 


legislative developments 32, 210-11 
management plans 210, 215 


Government marine 31, 209-20 
Federation 4 monitoring & enforcement 214 
feral animals 22-3, 26 research & development 211, 214-15 
feral goats 26 see diso aquaculture; marine farming 
ferries 252-3, 253 fishing 

Abel Tasman 10 commercial 200, 211-14 

Condor ii 13 game 219 


Fmpress of Australia 10 recreational 232, 218-20 
iteight-only services 252-3 floods 3, 6, 39-40 
Matthew Mlinders 252 flora 20-2 
MV Miraibeena 232 biodiversity 19 
passengers 252. 253 
Princess of Tasmania 8 reservation 20, 25 
seaCai Tasmania 11, 12 threatened & rare taxa 20, 24, 25, 26 
Spirit of fusmania 12, 96, 181, 252 threats to 20-2 
Torquay 252 floral festivals 188 

fertilisers, superphosphate 6 flounder culture 217 


people's views 18-19 
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a att 


fluoridation 8 
fog 40, 41 
folk festivals 137 
food & beverages 230-3, 232 

average retail prices 275-G, 276 
Forest Practices Act 1983 (Tas) 222, 224 
Forest Practices Code 30, 33, 222, 225 
forestry 30, 221-7 

areas & value 223 

plantations 222 

private 225, 225 

preduction 225-7 

teafforestation 30 

sawn timber 227 

total log usage 226, 226 

wood products 222 

woodchipping 13, 223, 226-7 


Forestry Tasmania 24, 221, 222, 223, 224, 230 


forests 126 
anti-protest laws 11 
clearing 30 


conservation, protection & recreation 223-4 


educational information 223 
Interim Forest Agreement 126 
logging 10, 13, 223, 224 
Hon-wood values 222 
publicly-owned 221-1 
Scoping Agreement 126 
Forests & Forese Industry Strategy 11 
Franklin River 9 
free-to-air services 256-7 
freedom-of-information legislation 12 
treight services 
air 254, 270 
rai] 254 
road 252 
Water 252-4 
freshwater environment 29-3] 
management 31 
mining impacts 29-30 
settlement & industry effects 29 
freshwater pollution, concerns about 29 
frost 40, 41 
fungi 19 


G 
gambling 8, 12, 14, 75 
game fishing 219 
gaming machines 14, 75 
garbage disposal 33, 33 
gas resources 204 
general government tnterprises 75-7, 79 
geodiversity 222 


geography 33-42 
geological survey (1859) 4 
glaucoma inheritance study 157 
Glenorchy Youth Task Force 175 
gold 3, 12, 8&7, 199, 202-3 
Goldfields (‘lasmania) Limited 202-3 
Goliath Portland Cement Company Limited 205. 
235, 269 
Gordon River 1) 
Gordon-below-Franklin Dam 9 
governance (State), future direction 31, 52 
government 43-56 
levels of 43 
see diso Commonwealth Government: local 
vovernment: Tasmanian Government 
Government Business Enterprises Act 1995 238 
government departments 12 
Government Finance Statistics (GFS) 75-6 
Government Prices Oversight Commission 239 
Government Purpose Classification *6, 84 
Governor-General 43-4 
Governors of Tasmania 45-6 
listed 45 
grapes 192, 196, 196 
Greenback Flounder 217 
Gross Domestic Product at Factor Cost (GDPFC) 
272 ms 
Gross State Product at Factor Cost (GSPFC) 271, 
272 
gun laws 14, 59-60 
Gus Act 7907 60 


H 
habitat conservation 24, 224 
hail 39, 41 
Hansard 9 
Hare—Clark electoral system 13, 47 
Hassles Mediation Centre 176 
hay 189, 194 
health 151-62 
compulsory X-rays 7 
expenditure 154 
illness conditions 157 
National Health Surveys 156-9 
personal health concerns 154-6 
risk factors 158-9 
services 159-61 
health prometicn 171-2 
health screening 172 
health status, self-assessed 156 
heart disease 154, 155 
HEC see Hydro—Flectric Corporation 
Heemkirk-to-Zeehan link read #3 
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Helsham Inquiry 10 

Herbarium 129, 141-2 

herbicides 40 

higher education 118-21 

Historic Culiural Heritage Act 1995 126 

historic environment places, on Register of 
National Estate 128, 128 

history 1-15 

AMAS Huon 13 

Hobart, climate 41, 41 

Hobart Aquatic Centre 247 

Hobart Bluc Metal Industries 206 

Hobart City Mission 179 

Hobart Marine Board 268 


Home & Community Care {HACC) Program 169 


Home Education Advisory Council 117 
home ownership 174, 241-2, 242 
Home Ownership Assistance Program 172, 173 
home support services LTO 
homelessness 173 
homosexual acts 12, 14 
honey industry 189, 197, 222 
Hong Kong, exports to 265, 265 
horse racing 4 
hospitality industry 14 
hospitals 
free 7 
Repatriation General 12 
Royal Hobart 12 
House of Assembly see Tasmanian Government 
house price indexes 276-7, 276 
housing 241-3 
approvals 242-3, 242, 243 
cammunity sector 173 
finance 273, 274 
location 242 
rental 173 
Housing Services 172-4 
client complaints & review 173 
humidity 40 
Huan Folk Festival 137 
Huon Fine 222 
Hutchins Schoal 4 
Hydro—Electric Corporation 9, 24, 39, 238-40, 
250 
electricity consumption 14 
electricity production 30 
power schemes 
Anthony 238 
Gordon-above Olga 9 
Gordon-beiow-Franklin 
Mersey—Forth 8 
statistical summary 240 


Hydro-Electric Department 6 
hydro-electric development 6, 7, 23 
Hydromet ©perations—Tasmania 207 


I 
iHness conditions 157 
immigration see migration 
immunisation 156, 161 
IMP Silica 207 
Impact Fertilisers 207 
IMPerts 
commodities imported 2G7, 267 
early settlement 261, 262 
& trade performance 262—3, 262 
imprisonment 72 
Port Arthur tragedy 72 
young offenders 72 
Incat Australia Pry Ltd 237 
income maintenance 163-9 
expenditure 164 
income tax, federal F 
industrial disputes 11, 110 
industrial relations legislation 11 
Inclustrial Sands & Silica Pty Lidl 206 
inclustrial waste 33 
industry development, future direction 52, 53 
inclustry sector, employment distribution 103, 
103 
Inclustry ‘Training Advisory Boards (TTAB) 109 
infant mortality 152 
information technology 
houschold usage 255 
infrastructure development 234 
Information Technology Centre of Tasmania 176 
Infand Fisherics Commission 8, 220 
inland waters, management 31 
Institute of Adult Education 123 
enralments 123 
insurance 271 
international trade 262-7 
interstate: trace: 270 
intrastate travel 185 
iron ere 8, 203 
islands, physical features 36 


J 

Japan, exports to 263-4, 264 

job losses EL, 12, 14 

Job Search Allowance 167 

job secker preparation & support 108 

Jobs, Education & Training (JET) Program 168, 
i74 

JobStart 107 
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judges 68 
jury system 58 
Justices Act £959 38, 65 


K 
K & D Bricks & Pavers 206 
kaolin 205 
kindergarten education 114 
‘King Island wind farm 239 
King River 10 
Kings lomatia 21 


L 


Labor Government (Federal) 7,9 


Labor Government (State} 6, 7, 8. 11 


labour 101-12 


see aise employment; unemployment 


labour force 102-7 
definitions 104 
gender differences 102-3 
hours worked 105, 105 
industry data 103, 103 
nen-participation 106, 166 
Participation rate 102-3 
public sector 104 
underemployed workers 106-7 

labour marker 102 

Labour Market Programs 107-8 

labour mobilicry 105-6, 106 

Lactos Tasmania 231 

Lady Nelson (ship} 2, 10 

Lake Pedder 13 

lakes, physical featurcs 36 

land 32-3 

land clearing 22, 30 

land degradation 22 

land disputes 3 

Land for Wildlife 24 

land tenure 24 

land use 192-3 

landcare 24, 30, 32, 224 


Launceston Church Grammatc School 3 


law & police services 597-74 
courts G7-71 
legal aid services 73 
police 58-66 
sentences 71-3 

lead emissions 28 

lease finance 274, 274 


Legal Aid Commission of Tasmania 73 


legal aid services 73 
lcgal system 37-8, 67-73 
legionnaire’s disease 11 


Legislative Council see Tasmanian Government 
Legistative Council Electoral Boundaries Act 
1995 49 
Lemonthyme Forest 10, 11 
Liberal—Centre Party Coalition (State) 8 
Liberal Government (State) L1, 14 
Liberal—National Party Coalition (Federal) 45 
libraries 6, 135-6, 135 
life expectancy 91-2, 92 
Lifeskills & Support & Relationships (LASAR) 176 
limestone 205 
livestock 189-90, 196-7, 261 
gross valuc 197 
sales 191 
fiting Marine Resources Management Act 2995 
(Tas) 32, 210, 214 
Local Courts Act 189G 69, 70 
Local Employment Initiatives Program 108-9 
local government 54-5 
changing environment 54-3 
directions statement 55 
elections 3, 12 
finance 80-2, 80, 81-2 
history 54 
municipal amalgamations 10, 12 
role in the ceoanomy 54 
taxes 83 _ 
Local Government Act 1993 12, 54, 55 
Local Government Board 12, 35 
logging 13, 223, 224 
bans on 10 
fomatia tasmmanica 21 


M 
McCain Foods (Aust) Pry Ltd 232 
machinery & cquipment 247-8 
Macquarie Harbour, penal settlement 2, 3 
magistrates GY 
seé afso courts 
manufacturers 230-8 
manufacturing 102, 229-38, 238, 271, 272 
activity 230, 230 
employment 229-40, 230 
Maria Island. penal settlement 3 
marine environment 31-2 
management 42 
setilement & industry effects 31 
marine farming 31, 210-11, 215 
see afso aquaculture 
Marine Farming Planning Act 199% (Tas) 32, 
210 
marine pollution 14, 24 
cancerns about 31 
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marine reserves 32, 217-18 
marital status 99 
marriage counselling 176 
marriages 94-5 
age at 9-4, 94 
ceremonies 94-5, 95 
Maternity Allowance 168 
Mature Age Allowance 167 
mayors 95 
meat 
frozen G 
see also heef cattle: sheep 
Members of Parliament 
pay rise 12 
salaries 13 
‘Tasmanian representatives 44 
Menzies Centre for Population Health Research 
155, 157 
Merrywood Coal Company Pry Ltd 205 
metallic minerals 2Z01~4 
Metropolitan ‘Transport ‘rust (Metro) 7, 251, 
252 
migrants, adult English program 123 
migration 87 
interstate 89, 89 
overseas BY, 89 
mineral exploration & development 4, 199, 201 
expenditure 201 
mineral operations 
coal 206 
construction materials 206 
metallic minerals 201-3 
non-metallic minerals 205-6 
Strategic prospectivity zones 203 
mineral processing operations 207-8 
mineral production 207 
mines 
Beaconsfield 199, 202 
Hellyer 199, 201 
Henty 12, 199, 202-3 
Mt Lyell £2, 29, 199 
Que River 199 
Renison 11, 199, 203 
Rosebery 8, 199, 202 
Savage River 8, 200, 203 
scheelite 11 
Tioxide 14, 200 
mining 199-208 
accidents 6 
and the State economy 200 
employment 199, 200 
exploration licences 201 
exports 199, 200 


gross state principal components 200 
legisiation 11 
pollution effects 29-30 
revenue 203 
statistics 201, 202 
strategic zone legislation 12 
Mobility Allowance 166 
Modern Australian Apprenticeship & Traineeship 
System (MAATS) 123 
mortality 92, 151-4 
motor vehicles 
accidents see road traffic accidents 
emissions 28 
registrations 251, 251 
mountains 36, 36 
Mt Lyell Mining Co 4 
Mt Lyell Prospecting Association 4 
Met Wellington cable car 12 
Mt Wellington tower demolition 249, 255 
municipal government see local government 
museums & art galleries 128, 129-34 
music 128,129, 137, 137, 139 
mussel farming 216-17 


N 
national broadcasting services 256 
National Castings 237 = 
National Centre for Aquaculture 12 
National Competition Policy, Inquiry 54 
National Estate Register see Register of the 

National Estate 
Nationa! Estates Grants Program 26 
National Health Surveys 156-9 

health risk factors 158-9 

health status of community 156 

health-related actions 158, 158 

illness conditions 157 
national parks 24, 25 

and mining legislation 11 

Cradle Mt-Lake St Clair 9 

Franklin-Lower Geardon Wild Rivers 9 

Mole Creek Karst 24 

Southwese 9, 19 
National Farks & Wildfife Act 1970 (Yas) 24 
National Parks & Wildlife Act 1973 (Gwlth} 9 
National Party (State) 12 
neighbourhood houses 170 
Neighbourhood Watch 63 
newspapers 257, 257 

Community Express 257 

Derwent Star 2 

Hobart lown Gazette 2,5 

fasmania & Port Datrymple Advertiser 2 
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newsprint production 7 

Newstart Allowance 167 

nickel! 199 

Nixon Report: Tasmania into the 2ist Century 
14, 51-3 

non-government schools 114, 115. 117 

non-government welfare agencies 174-9 

non-metallic minerals 205-6, 245 

Nortel 254 

Northern Pacific Seastar 131 

Nubrik 206 

nursing 12 


O 
ecean pollution see marine pollution 
Office of Sport & Recreation 143, 144, 146 
older people see aged people 
Ombudsman 9 
onions 189, 195 
Open narrowcasting services 257 
osmiridium fields 6 
out-of-home care 172 
oyster farming 216 


P 
Pacitic Oysters 216 
Palawa Recreation Program 145, 1-416 
paper mills 7,8, 11 
paper products 235, 235 
Parenting Allowance 168 
Parks & Wildlife Service 21, 126, 131, 223 
Parliament 
establishment of Houses 3 
State, inquiry into size 12 
Parliamentary Library 136 
Participation rate 102-3 
definition 104 
partner allowance 167 
Pasminco Metals-EZ 207-8, 236 
Pasminco Mining, Rosebery 202 
Pasminco-E# 12 
passengers 
air 253-4 
ferries 252 
road 251-2 
payment 
Family 167-8 
Family Tax 168 
supplementary 169 
pears, exports & 
peas 189, 195 
penal settlements 3 
Macquarie Harbour 2, 3 
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Maria Island 3 
Port Arthur 3, 4 
pensions 
Age 164-5, 164 
benefits & allowances 164 
Carers 166 
Disability Support 165-6, 165, 166 
Double Orphan 168 
Service 165, 165 
Sole Parent 168 
Widow BH 168-9 
Wife 165 
perfarming arts 139, 139 
personal finance 274, 273 
personal health concerns 154 
persons notin the labour force 166, 106 
definition 104 
pesticides 30 
petrol rationing 7 
petrol station rostering IL 
photegraphers 138 
physiography 36 
Phytophthora root rot 20) 
pigments 206 
Pioneer Concrete (Tasmania) Pry Ltd 206 
planning, future direction $2, 53 
plants 222, 223 ~ 
specics diversity 19 
threatened & rare 20 
see also flora; forests 
poker machines 12 
palice 58-66 
community policing 63-5, 66 
helicopter use 37 
information technology 59 
legislation changes 58 
operational incidents 39 
staffing 63, 65 
structure 59 
Palice Offences Act 1935 65 
poliomyelitis 7 
pollution 
air 27-8 
marine 13, 24, 31 
water 23-4, 29-30 
popular music concerts 128, 129, 137 
population 3, 4, 5, G, 8, 10, 14. 87-100 
Aboriginal peaple 1, 87 
age distribution 91, 99 
births & deaths 91-2 
by government areas 90, 90 
eacly growth 87-8 
growth 88-9, 88, 89 
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marriages & divorces 94-G, 99 
migration 89, 89 
natural increase 89, 89 
religion 97,97, 99 
sex by age distribution 91, 91 
statistics 93, 99 
see also census 
population distribution 90, 90 
Port Arthur 
heritage listing 127 
penal settlement 3, 4 
tragedy 14, 59, 72, 182 
ports 252, 268-70 
Burnie 269-70 
Devonport 269 
freight movements 253, 269 
Hobart 268 
Launceston 268-9 
postal services 258, 258 
Postage stamps 3 
potatoes 195, 195 
Trish blight 6 
power schemes 
Anthony 238 
Catagunya 8 
Trevallyn 7 
Tungatinah ¥ 
see also Hydro—Electric Corporation 
power stations 
Butlers Gorge 7 
Liapootah 8 
Tarraleah 7 
Tribute 13, 238 
Wacddamana 6 
Pregnancy & Motherhoad Program (PRAM) 176 
Premiers listed 46 
Presbyterian Church 97 
preschool education 114 
price fixing 14 
prices & price indexes 2753-7 
primary education 4, 144, 115, 115 
prisoners 72 
prisons 72, 72 
private finance 273-4 
Private Forests Act 1994 (Tas) 225 
Private Forests Tasmania 225 
private new capital expenditure 277-8, 278 
Private Rental Support Scheme 173 
Project BATON 66 
Project Hahn 145, 146 
public finance see finance 
Public Sector Finances, Review 11, 54 
Public Service Tribunal 8 


public tracling enterprises 76, 79, 79 
publishing 3 
pyrites 8 


Q 


Queen Victoria Museum & Art Gallery 132, 132 
Ouintus Servinion 4 


R 
rabbit calicivirus 14, 23 
Radiata Pine 222 
radio services 256-7 
raking ies 
railways 9, 254 
Bell Bay 8 
Launceston—Deloraine 4 
Tasmanian Main Line 4 
Zechan-Strahan & 
rainfall 14, 36, 38, 39, 41 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 30 
random breath testing 63 
reafforestation 30 
recreation 141, 150 
and the environment 27, 224 
Recreational Fisheries Management Plan 220 
recreational fishing 212, 218-20 
activities 218-19 < 
economic impact 219-20 
Management 220 
persons involved 218 
recycling 33, 179 
houschold 33 
referenda 4, 8,9 
Regional Forest Agreement 25 
Regional Telccommunication Infrastructure Fund 
254 
Register of the National Estate 9, 26-7, 126-8, 
127, 223 
Aboriginal places L27, 127 
historic environment places 128, 128 
religion 97 
ordination of women 12 
religious affiliation 97, 97, 99 
religious welfare agencies 174, 176-9 
Renison Limited 203 
rental assistance, private 173 
rental housing 173 
reproduction rate 91, 91 
reserve stack, changes to 25 
reserves 24-7 
marine 32, 217-18 
Resource Management & Planning Appeal 
Tribunal 56 


er Se ee 


respite care 169-70 
retail price index numbers 276 
retailing 271, 272, 277 
employment 277 
turnover 277, 277 


Risdon Cove setlement 2 


rivers 
Derwent 2, 77, 131 
‘ Franklin 9 
Gorden 9, 35 
Huon 36, i0 
King 9, 29 


North Esk 181 
physical features 36 
Queen 29 
South Esk 39 
Tamar 8, 13, 39. 59 
Rivers & Water Supply Commission & 
road cycling 188 
road laws, speed limit 11 
road toll G2—-3, 64 
road traffic accidents 252 
fatalities 62, 64, 152 
injuries 63 
road traffic control 62-3 
road transport 250-2 
road use 251-2 
business travel & freight 252 
passengers 251-2 
road works 250 
Roariny Forties 35, 37 
rock lobster 200, 210, 212, 218 
Rossbank Observatory 3 
Reuse Bribery Royal Cammission 11 
Rowell (DJ. & KJ.) 206 
rowing, World Championships 11 
Royal Australian Institute: of Architects 244 
1997 Awards 245 
Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 133 
Royal visits 6 
rubbish disposal 33 
Rural Municipatities Act 1958 4 


S 
Sagasco Resources Ltd 204 
Salamanca Theatre Company 139 
salinity 32, 193 
salmon industry 4, 215-16 
Salvation Army 178 
Saturday afternoon trading %, 12, 13 
Savage Resources Limited 206 
Savage River Mines 204 
sawn timber 227 
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scalefish 210, 212-13, 219 
scallops 214, 219 
Culture 216 
School of Distance Education 117 
schools 
Government 114,115, 117 
non-government 114, 115, 117 
primary 114, 115, 115 
private 3,8, 114 
secondary 114, 135-17, 116 
structure 114 
seafood, exports 210 
seahorses 217 
secondary cclucation 114, 115-17, 116 
retention rates 116-17, 116 
sedimentation (streams) 30 
Senators, stale representatives 44 
Seniors Bureau 170 
sentences 71-3 
community corrections 73 
fines 72 
imprisonment 72 
service pensions 165, 165 
settlement{s) 2 
see also penal settlements 
shark fisheries 212, 213, 219 
sheep 192, 196, 196 - 
Sheraton Hotel 10 
Sheridan Australia (Glenorchy) 233 
ships 
Aurord Australis 96, 268 
Blythe Star 8 
MY Gaffaih 235 
fron Baron 13, 59 
Lake tilatearra 
Nella Dan 10 
of early explorers 1-2 
Searoad Mersey 253 
Willan Holpman 8 
shop trading laws 9, 13 
sickness allowance 165, 165 
silica our 206 
silicon smelters 11 
silver 87 
Simplot Australia Pry Ltd 231 
skin cancer 154, 156 
Small Claims Division 69, 70 
smoking 158, 158 
snow 14, 38, 41 
social welfare see community weifare 
Sociecy of St Vincent de Paul 179, 238 
soil acidity 193 
soilerosion 22, 30, 32 
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sail fertility 193 
soil structure 193 
Soldier Settlement Schemes 30 
Sole Parent Pension 168 
Southern Forest 10, 11 
Special Benefits 168 
Special Broadcasting Service (SBS) 256 
speed cameras 12, 63, 63, 64 
speed detection devices G3, 64 
Sphagnum 222 
sport 141, 142-9, 187-8 
achievements 147-9 
attendance 142-3. 143 
by sex & age group 144-7 
cricketers 14, 147, 149 
Duathlon World Championships 13 
expenditure 142, 143 
funding 144 
government support for 143-6 
mest popular 142 
participation in 142, 144 
Sport & Recreation Advisory Board 144 
sports industry 147, 147 
State Government see Tasmanian Government 
State Library of Tasmania 135 
statute law 57 
Straits Islands Shipping Services Act 1948 253 
Striped ‘Trumpeter 217 
stroke 154 
subscription television broadcasting services 256 
suffrage 6, 8 
suicide 152 
youth 160 
Sunilay trading 9 
sunshine. 40, 45 
superphosphate 6 
Supported Accommedation & Assistance Program 
171 
Supreme Court seé courts 
Sydney—Hobart Yacht Race 13, 187 


T 
TAB 9 
TAFE see ‘Technical & Further Education 
‘Taiwan, exports to 265, 265 
tall ships 10 
Tamar cstuary 2 
Tamar Valley Foik Festival 137 
Targa Tasmania 12, 188 
Tarkine 13 
‘Tas Jobs for Youth 108 
Tascot Templeton Carpets 233 
Tasman Briclge disaster 9 


Tasmania 
circumnavigation 2 
geographical location 34 
map of 42 
physical features 36 
Tasmania (ketch) 13 
Tasmania Development & Resources (TDR} 108 
Tasmania Mines Limitecd| 203 
Tasmanian Board Mills Limited 235 
‘Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE) 116 
Tasmanian Council of Social Service (TasCOSS) 
iv4 
Tasmanian Devil 22 
Tasmanian Electronic Commerce Centre 254 
Tasmanian Freight Equalisation Scheme 9, 253, 
270 
lasmanian Government 45-50 
Cabinet & Executive 46 
Directions Statement for the State 240 
elections 8, 10, 11, 14, 47-9, 50 
tinance see finance 
House of Assembly 3, 7, 11, 12, 47-9, 47, 49 
electoral system 47 
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Traffic Infringement Notices 69 
traineeships 109, 123 
training 
for employment 107-8, 176, 178, 179 
future outlook 51, 53 
see afso Technical & Further Education: 
vocational education 


transport 249, 250-4 


Index 293 


transport equipment 237 

Transport lasmania 250, 252 

transportation (convicts) 2, 3, 127 

tree ferns 223 

trees‘ecosystems/deforestation, concerns about 
19 

Treloar Transport 206 

Trident, Consolidated Industries 206 

Tristee! Engineering 11 

trout fishing 4, 13, 23, 219 
Championships 188 

‘lruganini 4 

tuberculosis 7 


U 
underemployed workers LOG—7 
unemployment 11, 12, 13, 101, 105 
benefits 166-7, 166 
definition 10-4 
teenage 107 
training opportunities 107, 176, 178, 179 
Unitecl Australia Party Government (Federal) 7 
United Milk ‘Iasmania Ltd 231 
Uniting Church 97 
University of ‘Tasmania 4, 8, 12, 21, 113, 118. 
187, 254 
entrance requirements 116 
funding 120 
arganisation 119 
research 120, 131 
staff numbers 118, 120 
student numbers 118, 120 
teaching 119 
University of the Third Age 114, 119 
LSA, exports to 264, 264 


Vv 
Van Diemen's Land 4, 261-2 
vegctables 189, 195 
Victim Offender Mediation Program 73 
victims of crime 62 
Vincent Industries 238 
violence, domestic 65, 172 
visitors 182-5 
activilics 27, 183, 183, 218 
arrivals & origins 182-3, 182, 183 
places visited 184 
purposes of visit 185 
spending & length of stay 184, 184, 220 
visual landscape 222 
viticulture industry 190, 192, 196 
yocational education 109, 120, 113, 116, 121-3 


294 Tasmanian Year Book 


Vocational Education & Training Act 1994 169, 


110, 123 
volunteers 177, 177 
voting 
Hare—Clark electoral system 13 
women’s suffrage 6, 6 


Ww 


wages 
basic wage 6, 7.8 
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